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roup picture ef the Floridora YL’s, taken at the or- 


ganizing meeting at 
kneeling, 


Rocky Springs, 
frem left to right are: 


April 28th. Front row, 
W4WPD, Shirley; W4GXZ, 


Blanche; W4BiL, Fran; and W4BWR, Ruth. Second row, kneel- 


ing, from left to right are: 


W4UPT, Cathy; 


K4IRZ, Janis; 


W4JCR, Anita; K4LPV, Irene; and Alone to the right, KN4LFA, 
Dot. Third row, standing, from left to right are: W4BGF, Notra; 
W4GGQ, Betty; W4ZXK, Lois; KN4LEG, Cathy; W4ZVW, Ellie; 


K4GWF, Ellen; 


KN40JD, Janice; 


K4IDQ, Martha; W4PIK, 


June; and KN4OEF, Eula. Three members were present, but not 


in the picture; 
Naomi.. 


FLORADORA YLs 
FORM CLUB 


‘By W4UF, Dot 


What is believed to be the first 
statewide YL organization in the 
country was organized at the 
Orlando Amateur Radio Club 
Hamfest at Rock Springs, Flor- 
ida, on April 28th. The name 
chosen for the group is the Flor- 
idora YLs, and 22 of the 30 
charter members, were present 
at the organizing meeting. 

The meeting was opened and 
conducted by Ellie, W4ZVW of 
Orlando. Anita, W4JCR of Red- 
dick, who is a past national pres- 


W4BAX, Cathy; 


K40YB, Viv; and W4TDK, 


ident of the Young Ladies Radio 
League, was the speaker, and in- 
stalled the following officers 
who were elected at the Ham- 
fest: President, Fran, W4BIL of 
St. Petersburgh; Vice President, 
Ruth, W4BWR of Melbourne; 


Secretary - Treasurer, Blanche, 
W4GXZ of Jaxville. 

The new officers then took 
over and President Fran appoint- 
ed the following committee 
Historian, Little Bo, W4HRC of 
Jaxville;.. Constitution,.. Anita, 
W4JCR of Reddick; Certificate 
Custodian, Shirley, W4YPD of 


Tampa; Publicity, Dot, W4UF of 
Englewood; and Membership, 
the entire group of SPARCYLS 
(St. Petersburgh Amateur Radio 


(Continued on page 2) 
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SILVER SPRINGS HAMFEST JUNE 2nd 


HELLO! 


You are reading the first issue 
of Fisrida Skip. It has been sent 
you with the good wishes of some 
forty Florida hams who have 
contributed money, material and 
time, hoping you might enjoy it 
and want it continued. 

After six months of careful 
study and with the cooperation 
of other state bulletin editors, 
it was decided Florida was way 
overdue for an all-Florida bulle- 
tin. 

Tnrough such a bulletin we can 
bring all Florida amateurs closer 
tegether, exchange ideas, build up 
emergency and traffic net parti- 
cipation, help our novice oper- 
ators, encourage more YL and 
XYL activiticos, build up RACKS, 
keep all clzbs informed of each 
other’s projects, keep everyone 
informed of FCC changes, ARRL 
cfficial bulletins, late MARS news 
— in other words, all phases of 
Amateur Radio in All of Florida. 


A big feature is the “For Sale” 
and “Want Ad” column. We all 
have something we would like to 
sell or swap. Through Florida 
Skip all these things will be pos- 
sible. This is your bulletin, please 
give it your support. 

We are asking for a dollar do- 
nation from each ham. If we have 
enough respond, we can publish 
for a year. If not, then we will 
publish for as long as the funds 
will allow. 

Florida Skip is for all hams in 
all Florida and is not a commer- 
cial venture of any individual 
or group seeking profit or renum- 
eration in any way. 

Copy deadline will be the 20th 
of each month and mailing will 
be about the 25th. This will give 
us an up-to-the-minute publica- 
tion. 


If you want Florida Skip mail- 
ed to you, fill in the application 
blank and send your dollar to: 

FLORIDA SKIP 
P. O. Box 215 
Naples, Florida 


The Silver Springs Radio Club 
will hold its annual hamfest at 
Silver Springs, Sunday, June 2nd. 

Sunday dinner will be served 
by the Silver Springs Restaurant 
in the upstairs banquet room. Air 
conditioned and very pleasant. 
Transmitter hunts will be held 
Saturday and Sunday afternoon. 
29.520 Mc. 

3945 and 29520 will be moni- 
tored Saturday afternoon and 
Sunday a.m. for the benefit of 
those entering the city and asking’ 
specific directions. 

Amateur breakfast will be held 
at the Silver Restaurant, between 
Ocala and Silver Springs from 
7 a.m. until 9 a.m. Sunday. Regi- 
stration commences at 0900 at 
the Spring's. 

Between 1100 and 1200 photo- 
graphs will be made of the vari- 
ous bodies and nets. Dinner at 
1215 and door prizes will be a- 
warded during the course of din- 
ner. We are anticipating some 
500 amateurs and their families. 
A good time will be had by all 
as there is plenty of entertain- 
ment for all members of the fam- 
ily at “Florida’s Famous Silver 
Spring's”. 

Plenty to see, plenty to hear, 
plenty to do. We have been ad- 
vised that Bubber Born, South- 
eastern Director of ARRL will 
pass up the Atlanta hamfest and 
be with us at Silver Springs. 

Mack W4DVR 


FCC PLANS ISM 
WITHDRAWAL 


The FCC has issued notice of 
intent to withdraw present per- 
mission of amateurs to operate 
in the ISM band at 27 Mc. and 
make this band available to the 
citizens radio service in ten ke 
assignments with maximum pow- 
er of five watts. 

This proposal will be examined 
fully by the ARRL board of di- 
rectors for formulation of League 
position and filing of comment 
by deadline of June 10. 


Page 2 Florida Skip 


FLORIDA SKIP 
Dave Traer, W4AZK, Editor 
P.O. Box 215, Naples, Florida 


Andy Clark, W4IYT, Ass’t Editor 
41 Lenape Drive, Miami Springs 


LETTER FROM 
VP7 LAND 


Located off the peninsula of 

Florida to the East and South- 
east are some islands known to 
most as:the Bahamas. I say most 
because’_a few of the boys sta- 
tioned here have other pet names. 
On four of these islands, namely 
Grand Bahama Island, Kleuthera, 
San Salvador (landing point of 
Columbus), and Mayaguana, there 
are four Auxiliary Air Force 
Bases. 
' These bases, a part of the Air 
Force Missile Test Center Range, 
prebably contain about 85% of 
the operating VP7 amateur sta- 
tions. These boys, like myself, 
are all employed by one of the 
civilian companies who either run 
the range stations for the Air 
Force, or are engaged in a test 
project. — 

We are considered by many as 
DX. This can be nice at times. On 
the other hand it has it’s draw 
backs. For instance, have you 
ever tried to hold a rag chew 
with a station state side, maybe 
a friend or just a new contact 
and finally give up in disgust 
because there were ten or fif- 
teen stations continually giving 
two or three minute calls for you 
on the frequency? This is the 
life of the DX station. So next 
time you think how nice it would 
be picking up the mike at a DX 
station and being sure of a con- 
tact every time, think of this 
too. 


Tnx fer letter fm VP7 land. 
Lets hear more from you DX 
boys each month. — Ed. 


W4HGO, Ralph (Sanford) re- 
turned home after a month’s va- 
cation up north. We sure missed 
you on the traffic nets OM. 


QRT’s 
William Douglas, W4AQJ 
“Doug” Summerland Key, May 


2 1957. 

Franklin Keefer, W4QBR “Jim” 
Leesburg, Fla., May 4, 1957. 

Barney McCoy Franklin, 
K4GSO “Barney” Ocala, Fla., 
April 23, 1957. 

John Ribarich, K4JTG. Retired 
Coast Guard, Bay Pines Hospital, 
St. Petersburg, May 15, 1957 


As the breeze blows, it is un- 
derstood that Chuck, W4LVV, 
with over 225 countries to his 
credit, has installed new beams 
(rotary, fixed and vertical) look- 
ing for that 40th zone. 


W4DRK, Fletcher, has been 
picking up rare ones on 15. Let’s 
have a list of the new ones next 
month Fletch. Where to find ’em 
too! 


K4GOX, Art, has been missed 
on 75. Sez he’s having too much 
fun on, of all things, 6 meters. 


Our sympathy goes to W4HRC, 
Little Bo, in the loss of her father 
on May 4. We are all thinking 
of you. 


The youngest member of the 
Floradora YLs is KN4LEG, Ca- 
thy. She is 11 years old, and is 
the daughter of W4ZVW, Ellie. 
Are there any younger licensed 
YLs in the state? 


Ex-K6HWB/4, Vivian, is now 
K4OYB. Fine Viv, it’s a lot short- 
er to say! 


K4IRZ, Janis, has dropped the 
“portable” from her call. She was 
one of the lucky ones at Orlando 
as she won a surprise package as 
a door prize. 


W4GXZ, Blanche, was also 
lucky there and won a new log 
book. Said she needed it too. 


W4BWR, Ruth, has been elected 
the new net manager for the Flor- 
adora net. Don’t be surprised (or 
speechless) when she calls on you 
to be net control for a month. 
Everyone will have a turn at it. 


K4EGF, Gladys, and her OM, 
Ed, left May 12 for a month’s 
vacation in Kansas City. 


W4BIL, Fran, gave her OM, 
W4WME, the excellently chosen 
birthday gift of a DX-100 xmtr 
recently. Bill now has it wired 
up and on the air, and it sounds 
mighty nice. Clever Fran. 


W4CWV, Annette, has worked 
some luscious DX on 15 M fone 
lately. Netherland, New Guinea 
and Iceland. 


W4BWR had QSO’s within a very 
short period with opposite ends 
of the world on 20 fone. KC4USN 
at the South Pole and VE8MB 
north of the Artic Circle. 


W4UF kad an unusual DX con- 
tact when she talked on 10 M fone 
with ::Z1BS, Prince Abdullah, son 
ef King Saud, in the palace at 
-uyadh, Saudi Arabia. 


S° Pe ASR Caveats 
(St. Petersburg Amateur Radio 


Club YLs) 

On May ist, SPARCYLS held 
their first regular monthly meet- 
ing at the home of KN4KQT. 
W4BIL - Fran installed the fol- 
lowing officers for the coming 
year. 

President, W4BAV, Catherine; 
Vice President, W4WPD, Shirley 
and Secretary-Treasurer, W4TDK, 
Naomi. 

The retiring president, W4BIL, 
Fran was given a vote of thanks 
for the many accomplishments 
during her year. W4BAV, Cather- 
ine, expressed her appreciation 
for the girls confidence in her 
and the honor of being elected 
president of SPARCYLS. 

She promised to serve to the 
best of her ability, but pointed 
out this year is a real challenge 
as the two previous presidents 
had so very much to their credit. 

W4TDK, Naomi, the first presi- 
dent, was responsible for all the 
local YLs getting their licenses. 
She instigated organization of 
SPARCYLS, increasing the mem- 
bership during her year from the 
original 6 to 11. 

The highlight of her year was 
sponsoring the first Fourth Dis- 
trict YLRL Convention. 

W4BIL, Fran, the second presi- 
dent, succeeded in getting the By- 
Laws and Constitution in final 
form and adopted, acquired 5 
new members during the year 
and conferred honorary member- 
ship on W38CUL, Mae Barber, 
who won the Edison award, 

Fran reactivated the “Bustle 
Net”, was instrumental in the 
organization of the Floradora Net, 
and was proclaimed “Woman of 
the Week” by our local news- 
paper, which gave nice publicity 
to the SPARCYLS in turn. 

Code Class 

W4TDK, Naomi, has been run- 
ning an advanced code class at 
her home every Tuesday and 
Thursday nights. Progress is be- 
ing made and she is expecting to 
hear of a couple of new General 
Class Licensees as a result. 

Burmuda 


A leter from K6EHW, Daryl, — 


who visited us several times and 
whose OM is W4GMX, Jan (for- 
mor SPARC member) advises 
they arirved in Burmuda, where 
Jan will probably be stationed by 
the Navy the next couple years. 

Daryl informs us she cannot 
legally operate there unless Jan 
is presont. It seems Jan has been 
given special permission to oper- 
ate under a Burmuda eall. There 
are na YL ops on the island, as 
they do not approve of them. 
That is sure tough on Daryl as 
she was a very active and ardent 
ham, 


FLORIDORA YL’S NEWS 
(Continued from page 1) 
Club YL’s) with its President, 
Catherine, W4BAV, in charge. 
A temporary constitution for 
the club was read and approved 
by the group. Work is starting 
at once on a permanent constitu- 
tion. Bubber Born, W4ZD, Direc- 
tor of the Southeastern Division 
of the ARRL, then spoke. A 
Floridora YL' charter member, 
Ruth, W4BWR of Melbourne, is 
the YL representative assistant 
in the area to Bubber. There were 
three YL guests from other 
states at the organization meet- 
ing; K4GCT, Helen From Ga.; 
W3URU, Sarah from Pa.; and 
W1ZEJ, Mary, from Mass. A very 
lovely gavel, made by Curley, 
W4JCS who is the OM of Anita, 
W4JCR, was presented to Fran, 
W4BIL A drawing for the door 
prize, an electric percolator, was 
held just before the meeting 
closed, and was won by Ellen, 

K4GWF, of Jaxville. 

The Floridora YL’s meet on 
the Floridora Net every Monday 
at 0900 EST on 7230 Ke. The 
Net Manager was elected by the 
membership during a Net meet- 
ing after the Hamfest, and Ruth, 
W4BWR_ of Melbourne, was 
named to that post. She will ar- 
range for a rotation of Net Con- — 
trol among all of the member- 
ship checking into the Net, for 
terms of one month each. 

The Charter members of the 
Floridora YL’s are as follows: 
W4BAV, Catherine Seeds, St. 
Petersburg; W4BGF, Notra Ston- 
er, Lakeland; W4BIL, Fran 
Foley, St. Petersburg; W4BWR, 
Ruth Nissen, Melbourne; W4EGF, 
Gladys Lepold, St. Petersburg; 
W4GGQ, Betty Clark, Miami 
Springs; K4GWF, Ellen Richard- 
son, Jaxville; W4GXZ, Blanche 
Randles, Jaxville; W4HRC, “Lit- 
tle Bo” Bogardus, Jaxville; 
K4HXB, Ileen Battle, Limona; 
K4IDQ, Martha Goodyear, San 
Hospital, Orlando; K4IRZ, Janis 
Fawcett, Tarpon Springs; 
W4JCR, Anita Bien, Reddick; 
W4KOH, Ernie McMasters, Key 
West; K4LCD, Margaret Pop- 
pell, Jaxville; W4LKM, Annette 
Thompson, Ft. Lauderdale; 
W4LPV, Irene Conklin, Lees- 
burg; K4OYB, Vivian Sharrock, 
Eau Gallie; K4PIK, June Mac- 
Lean, Orlando; K4TDK, Naomi 
Spence, St. Petersburg, WUDU/4, 
Marge Church, Leesburg; W4UF, 
Dot Saunders, W4UPT, Catherine 
Dunlap, Lakemary ; W4WPD, 
Shirley Hill, Tampa; W4ZVW, 
Ellie Haburton, Orlando; W4ZXK, 
Lois Spencer, Miami Springs; 
KN4LEG, Cathy Haburton, Or- 
lando; KN4LFA, Dot Habgood, 
St. Petersburg; KN4OEP, Eula — 
Smith, Ft. Pierce; and KN40QJD, 
Janice Ankeny, Ft. Pierce, 


ay \ « 


W4BNM (Art - 


FLORIDA MIDDAY 
TRAFFIC NOTES 


Since this is the first issue of 
this bulletin, I would like to say 
hello from all the gang on 7225 
ke. Anyone wishing to join us at 
noon every day except Sunday 
will be more than welcome. We 
need outlets in Tallahassee, Fort 
Myers, Panama City and western 
Florida very badly. 

If you can spare as much as 
five minutes from your lunch 
hour, -we can check you into the 
net and clear traffic your way. 
Give us a try. 

Credit for the efficient opera- 
tion of the Florida Midday Traffic 
Net is due not only to the NCS 
—W4HGO, W4DTV, K4BNE, 
W4IYT, K4CJE, K40QS but also 
to about forty of the most co- 
operative traffic handlers in the 
state. 

K4KNB (Keith - Orlando is 
trying to locate the owners of 
several scalps left behind by the 
TeePee tribe while in Orlando... 
St. Pete) the 
chief Wig-Warmer reports that 
one TeePee (he is rather vague 
about the numbe2r) had: rubber 
walls. and housed over twenty 
tribesmen. W4JCS - Curley 
(Frank if you want to be formal) 
Reddick tock a short cut home 
from Orlando by following W4- 
DVR’s (Mac - Ocala) jet stream 

W4DTV (Bob - Miami) from 
the land of the outstretched palm 


dis still trying to find out what 


the “25” stands for after W4- 
WPD’s (Shirley - Tampa) name 
on the ro!l call. Guesses range 
from age to number of grand- 
children but Shirley won’t talk. .. 
K4ANJ (Johnny - Ocala) is Pop 
for the second time. Congrats 
Johnny, or should I offer condol- 
ences? 

K4ENN (Tony - Miami) has 
been calling into the net from 
Florida City. . . Ex K6HWB/4 
has finally shaken off the dust 
of the desert with her new call, 
W4OYB (Vivian - Canova Beach). 
Any good phonetics for this one 
fellows? 

Ex KP4ACS is now sporting 
his new call, W4OXV (Ken - 
Sanford). . . W1ITRB/4 (Lou - 
Wes Palm Beach) calls in on AM 
now that he has his DX100 as- 
sembled. Nice sig Lou. . . Wonder 
if K4BNE (Rick - St. Pete) would 
like to buy a good motorcycle 
cheap? Rick tried to take off 
with his flaps down. Hope you 
are out of that brace now. . . 
Would like to know how W4EH- 
W’s (Rij - Miami) patients react 
when he tells them to say AHHH 
and then calls into the net. Guess 
they figure he is just talking on 
the inter-com to his nurse. 


At long last we have Sarasota 
coverage. W4LMT (Ken - Sara- 
sota) the iron man of the early 
morning Florida Phone Traffic 
Net is meeting the Midday Traf- 
fic Net. Thanks a million Ken... 
Dropped in on W4DWI (Hank - 
Orlando) and saw how he keeps 
his log and takes traffic in Bra- 
ille. Any of you net members who 
have trouble QSY’ing should see 
the process that Hank has to go 
through to hop around on the 
band. Many thanks to Bob, 
Steve and the others who are 
calling into the net from W4DFU 
(U. of Fla. - Gainesville) We 
need you fellows. .. W4TKE /m 
has used a lot of gas and lunch 
time to keep the pipe line to 
Gainesville open. 

W4TKE /m is Walt. .. KACKW 
(Smitty - Ft. Pierce) has outlet 
for Alaska. . . K4AEE (Dave - 
Miami Springs) can handle Pan- 
ama. W4EKU (Jess - Ft. 
Pierce) helps Smitty give us 
daily coverage to Ft. Pierce. . . 
Would like to know what hap- 
pened to W4EDT (Glover - Jax), 
W4MFE (Ben - Ft. Lauderdale), 
K4CEQ (Alex - St. Cloud), K4- 
DMF (Tony - Palmetto), K4EBZ 
(Mel - Lake Worth), K4ELB (Jim 
- Winter Haven), K4IZL (Lee - 
Hollywood), K4KLP (Myron - 
Punta Gorda). 


If anyone can round up these 
strays please lead them back to 
Wore) alee 5. 

Heard K4WAP’s (Don - Jax) 
rig went uv in smoke. Hurry 
up and patch it up Don... W4- 
HGO (Ralph - Sanford) has been 
beby sitting up in the cold coun- 
try. Wonder if baseball is as 
interesting in the snow as it is 
in the sunshine? 

W4CAA (Stan - West Palm 
Beach) is out of the country for 
a few months on business for 
Uncle... K4IFZ (Lamar - Lees- 
burg) is overseeing his planta- 
bon. ine Virginia es. 

Should be ready for NCS duty 
when he returns in the fall... 
KN40EP (Eula - Ft. Pierce) 
who is K4CXW’s XYL and KN4- 
OJD (Janice Jo - Ft. Pierce) are 
reported to be the first YL’s to 
get licenses in Ft. Pierce. Looks 
like the net has plenty of outlets 
for Ft. Pierce coming up. . 
About ten hams over there now. . 

W4SDR (Clyde - Daytona Bch) 
is holding classes two nights a 
week for novices and generals. 
Two classes have graduated. . . 
K4KPF (Mac - Daytona Beach) 
has the YL situation well in hand 
from latest reports. 

Wish people over Tavares way 
would buy their furniture before 
or after the noon-day hour so 
W4VDY or K4ECF (Reid --.Ta- 
vares) can call into the net regu- 
larly. . . Gonna need that mobile 


Pictured above is Evelyn Gau- 
zens W4WYR, President of the 
Dade Radio Club of Miami, who 
was Queen of the day at the Or- 


lando Hamfest held at Rock 
Springs last month, when her luc- 
ky number was called as winner of 
the grand prize of a Hammar- 
lund HQ-150. 

Evelyn had been very ill the 
two weeks prior to the hamfest 
but at the last minute she scroun- 
ged up enough energy to make 
the trip to Orlando with her OM 
Carl W4DTG. 

Evelyn was so excited she had 
a temporary case of amesia and 
when asked her name she drew 
a complete blank. Since Evelyn 
was badly in need of a good re- 
ceiver and wishing for one, we 
offer our congratulations and 
hope she will be happy with her 
new ears and tune us in sometime. 


during the rainy season. . . We 
are waiting for K40QS (Jim - 
Eau Gallie) ex W5YQP/4, the 
WILD BOAR from HOG ALLEY 
to get enough book larnin’ and 
return to the net. . W4PJU’s 
(George - Clewiston) latest han- 
dle is Petunia. . . Has something 
to do with tuners... His McMur- 
do Silver really squirts a sig... 
W8RXQ (Mack - Naples) has 
been checking in from Naples. 
Many tnx Mack. Naples is a hard 
spot to get into. .. If you guys 
and gals will turn in your items 
of interest to me during the 
month, I will see that they get 
into this column. Pass the 
word around and help get the 
donations in so we can make this 
bulletin a permanent publication. 
We would also like to have 
any ideas for improving the Flor- 
ida Midday Traffic Net. . . 
Keep your fingers out of the 


final and play it safe. See 
you next issue. . . 
Net Mer., Fla. Midday 


Traffic Net 
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SWABUSEL 


NOTE: Florida Skip does not 
not assume any responsibility for 
condition, price, etc. of any item 
listed in this column. 


This column is FREE to any Li- 
censed Radio Amateur. There is no 
limit to the number of items an 
individual may list. All listings are 
cancelled each month so that if 
your listing is not moved it will be 
necessary to re-list each month. 


FOR SALE: NC-54. Like new con- 
dition. Ideal for beginner or spare 
receiver. Tunes 550-30,000 ke in 4 
bands. $30.00. Andy Clark W4IYT, 
41 Lenape Drive, Miami Springs 


FOR SALE: S-27 Receiver in oper- 
ating condition. Tunes 27-148 Mc. 
Gonset Converter - 110 Volt A.C. 
model with own power supply out- 
put on 6.8 mec. Good condition and 
reasonable prices on both. Ulmer 
Ezel, Box 18, Okeechobee. 


WANTED: 50 Watt phone /ew rig 
range of $50.00 within the Miami 
area. Bill Newman W4ACV, 286 
N.E. 87th St., Miami 38 


KEBP A RECORD of your 
visitors. Ham guest register 
$2.00 postpaid. W4PJU, Box 
Clewiston. 


Ham 
books 
1253, 


LOST: XYL. 5’ 2” 


, blue eyes brown 


dress, weight 240 Ibs. Hates ham 
radio. Finders keepers. 
FOR SALE: Radio. Specialities. 3 


el tri-bander beam in original car- 
ton $95.00. 2 new Himac 4-250A tubes 
$25.00 ea. B&W grid dip meter, new 
$39.00. Eldico antenna scope, new, 
$22.50. Johnson SWR bridge com- 
plete with meter, used once, $14.50. 
W4PJU, Box 1253, Clewiston. 


FOR SALE: Pair B&W balun coils 


No. 3975 on alum. base $6.00. New 
829 tubes $3.75 ea. BC-221 freq meter 
with AC power supply in walnut 
cabinet calibrated for ham bands 
and other freqs but not complete, 
with calibration book, $25.00. Com- 


mand set HCO with meter switching, 
remote control relay fully shielded, 


$10.00. W4SGY, 739 Lakehurst St. 
Lakeland. 

HORS SATB ORDER Ad hiatal 
VAC selsyn motors and compass in- 
dicator $10.00 or trade for 813’s. 
W4AZK, Box 215, Naples. 


Our new SCM, W4KGJ talked 
himself horse working 2 meter 
mobile on the way to the Orlando 
Hamfest. W4ZXL out-talked him. 
John found himself speechless 
for the big fest, but has since 
fully recovered. 


Mitch, W4AIW, up Tampa way 
sez he has been enjoying ham 
radio since 1932. Sez he doesn’t 
go in for any of the certificates 
sech as WAS, WAZ, IRE, BER- 
TA, GIN or nuttin, just plain 
od fashioned rag chews. Not 
even xyl’s Mitch? 


W4PJU made contact on 20 
meters with a Korea and relayed 
information on Florida men re- 
ported missing n a plane crash 
there. George brought the infor- 
mation quickly to the 40 and 75 
meter bands where it was for- 
warded on. Nice going Geo. 


Page 4 Florida Skip 


OF YAGGIES 
AND GOONIE BOXES 


Lois A. Spencer 


W4ZXK 

Spin your yaggies and up your 
ground planes you V.H.F. en- 
thusiasts and cue in to what’s the 
on goings among the Two Meter 
family in the Miami metropolis. 

It is short of a miracle what 
has happened in the past six 
months and needless to say how 
many ‘Miamihamuns have climbed 
to safety up the V.H.F. ladder of 
expectancy to the noise-free band 
of happy local Twoies. 

Seriously, much has been and 
is being accomplished on the two 
meter band that has and is in- 
spiring interest. The band is a 
Novice’s paradise since they can 
use their “mikes” also offering 
a diversion while resting their 
fists and an opportunity to gab 
and get educated from QSO’s 
with the old timers who are eager 
to help. 

The “Birds” fly high on two - 
now you can get Flamingo con- 
tacts via two meters. The Fla- 
mingo Net of two meteriors meet 
every Friday at 19:30 with KN4- 
MAV, Ed, as net control. Never 
a dull moment, there’s the Or- 
ange Bowl Net each Thursday 
at 19:30 and the very newest and 
essential net in case of emergency 
is the two meter section of the 
Dade Emergency Net who meet 
each Monday at 19:30. 

For you VHFer’s who look for 
DX, please be sure to point your 
beams down south once in a while 
and believe you better, there will 
be swams of ‘“Goonie Boxes” 
(Gonset Communicators) along 
with all the various VHF trans- 
mitters all warmed up for take 
off the minute that signal comes 
through the soup. 

You never know — one of these 
times there will be a band open- 
ing to lift the lid high off the 
two meter pot. . 

Below is a list of the two meter 

gang active and willing to make 
schedules with anyone, anywhere, 
anytime; 
K4CEJ Chuch, W4EFZ Cecil, 
K4EIK Bud, W4ESJ Dick, W4- 
ETQ Gill, W4EYT Wilson, W4- 
EBS Dick, W4FLH Ed, W4GGO 
Robley, W4GGQ Betty, K4GON 
Mike, K4HIC Don, W4HZG Smit- 
ty, KN4IKY Ev. 

W4IYT Andy, W4KGT John, 
KN4KIC Ernie, W4KQG Ed, KN- 
4LRA Jerry, KN4MAV Ed, W4- 
MVR Bob, W4NJM Jim, W4NVF 
Roy, KN4OPH Beanie. 
KN4OWU Mary, W4RNV Bud, 
W4SDI Betty, W4UIW Howard, 
W4WAQ Pat, W4YQU Dick, W4- 
ZXK Lois and W4ZXL Bill. 

BAG mNesUmonm cite 


VHF OPERATORS 
OR SWLS 


New horizons are continually 
opening in the VHF bands. Have 
you explored any of them? Many 
phases of VHF communications 
are under intense investigation 
at the present time and especially 
in conjunction with the Inter- 
national Geophysical Year. 

Even though you are only able 
to listen on one of the VHF bands 
you can be an explorer. If you 
have a rig on 50, 144 or 220 Mc 
you can do much more. Amateurs 
all over the world have been 
asked to assist in the Propaga- 
tion Research Project. With more 
stations reporting the more ac- 
curate will be the findings. The 
state of Florida is in a strategic 
position propagation-wise, so 
let’s send them plenty of reports 
from this locale. 

Article on this may be found 
in QST July 56 and April 57. 
Regardless of how minute your 
part might seem to you, a single 
report might be of inestimable 
value to the project, so to receive 
further information, monthly bul- 
letins and reporting forms either 
send me your name and address 
via radiogram or write direct to 
Mason P. Southworth W1VLH 
APRL-IGY PRP 530 Silas Deane 
Hwy., Weathersfield, Conn. We 
would also be interested to know 
how many are already assisting 
in the Project and what of in- 
terest has been heard on VHF 
bands. 

Ruth Nissen W4BWR 


PAM REPORT - 40 METERS 
EASTERN FLORIDA SECTION 


So far, one of the easiest jobs 
I have had with ARRL is my re- 
cent appointment as Phone Acti- 
vities Manager for forty meters 
for the Eastern Florida Section. 

Due to my health (or lack of 
it) I was a bit hesitant in taking 
on this job as one of the first 
duties of the PAM was to get a 
section going and affiliate it with 
the national traffic system. 

Thanks to W4HGO, W4DTV 
and W4BNE, the Florida Midday 
Traffic net was formed in about 
three days and is filling a great 
need for traffic outlets at the 
noon-day hour. 

If anyone has any ideas for 
any group activity or construc- 
tive criticism or anything at all 
for the betterment of 40 meter 
prone, I will be glad to see what 
can be done in this respect. I 
am sure we can get the full co- 
operation of the SEC and SCM 
in these matters. 

Yours for more fun on forty. 

Henry McMurria— W4TAS 


40 Meter Phone Activities Mana-| __ 
City 


ger — Eastern Florida 


MANATEE CD 


Hank McMurria 
WATAS 


Civil Defense in Manatee 
County has been at a stand-still 
for some time as far as com- 
munication and the amateurs are 
concerned. We are hoping that 
the many problems that have 
plagued us will soon be ironed 
out and that the CD net will be 
activated. CD headquarters in the 
Court House had a CD Viking II 
and an HQ 140 V but no antennas. 
Seems the Court House roof is 
bonded for aT ob$02t,19..iu , 0 
bonded for about $20,000. 

In the meantime, while CD com- 
munications have been at a stand- 
still, the Manatee County AREC 
net has been holding regular ses- 
sions on 29,500 KS’s and has had 
eight stations reporting with sev- 
eral others in the process of get- 
ting squared away on the net 
frequency. 

The Manatee Amateur Radio 
Club is growing in membership. 
The officers are: President, Hoyt 
Heard (W4ZRYV); First Vice Pres- 
ident, Bill Woods (W4AL); Sec- 
ond Vice President, Doug Croll; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Roy Breen 
(W4EDH); and Activities-Chair- 
man, Walt Little. The members 
are raising enough money for a 
club receiver and it will not be 
long before the Club call K4BDT 
will be heard on the air-waves. 

Lamar Graham (W4FKR) EC 
Manatee County, Bradenton, Flor- 
ida, will be out of town for a 
couple of weeks. 


NOVICES URGED TO 
CHECK HARMONICS 


All Novice licensees are urged 
to chcek radiation of harmonics. 
Those operating in the 3700 to 
3750 ke. segment can make tests 
with nearby amateurs to make 
sure that strong second harmon- 
ics are not being radiated in the 
7400 to 7500 ke range to inter- 
fere with other services. 

It is suggested that Novices 
avoid use of direct coupling or 
pi network coupling to antennas. 

An article on page 26 of March 
QST will help those with multi- 
band antennas eliminate unwant- 
ed harmonics. 


TROPICAL ‘PHONE 
TRAFFIC NET 


Jess R. Leach 
W4AEP, Correspondent 


Net meets daily on 3945 ke at 
1730 (5:30 p.m. EST) seven days 
a week. 

Traffic is handle to the fol- 
lowing only: USA and _ posses- 
sions, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Ecuador, Liberia, Panama, 
Peru, and Nicaragua. 

Members are requested do not 
to accept APOs NY for the fol- 
lowing: 22, 120, 124, 125, 126, 
127, 129, 1383, 147, 167, 173;etee, 
190, 192, 193 thru 199, 202, 210, 
212, 214, 218, 282, 238, 236G;e2e05 
238, 240, 241, 242, 243, 677, 755, 
862. 

New stations wishing to be 
placed on roll will please refrain 
from breaking the net during roll 
call. The NCS will allow time 
for new or old stations to call 
in at end. New stations will be 
placed at end of roll for a thirty 
day period — or, until the next 
roster revision, usually the first 
Sunday of each month. 

Stations which do not call in 
a minimum of eight times dur- 
ing the month will be dropped 
from the active roll at the next 
revision. 


NET CONTROL STATIONS 

Monday — W4AZ 

Tuesday — K4ENW 

Wednesday — W4HNV 

Thursday — K4LBX 

Friday — none 

Saturday — W4DFU (W4HCQ 
after current month) 

Sunday — W4EGB 

W4AEP — Net Secretary 

W4EGB — Net Manager 

K4KGJ — SCM Eastern Flor- 
ida 


Howard “Robby” Robinson, W- 
8HOX has removed himself from 
the “cold country” and is now 
at Patrick Air Force Base, Mel- 
bourne. Robby favors 15 meters. 
Welcome to “Cracker Land”, 


Skipped n on 75 not long ago. 
“Who has any polorized fuses?” 
“ure don’t know but can anyone 
help? Only fuse in this junk 
box is negative at both ends. 
NG. 
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The state of Florida has just 
completed its biggest and _ pos- 
sibly best civil defense test on 
record. 


On July 12th the following 
stations were on 7006.6 ke to 
funnel simulated disaster reports 
into the state C.D. office in 
Jacksonville. 

W4ACB, Tallahassee, W4HIZ, 
Pensacola, W4PLB Orlando, W4- 
DUG Tampa, W4SEA St. Peters- 
burg, K4AG Miami, and W4UHY 
Jacksonville, State NCS. 

After the “shot”, C.D. direct- 
ors flooded the network with 
long reports on evacuations, es- 
timated dead, fall out, weather 


“SKIP” MAKES 
PERSIAN GULF 


It is certainly a nice feeling 
to know that even the first issue 
of Florida Skip reached inter- 
national quarters. A letter from 
J. D. Collner, MP4BCG/W4GNCG 
was received bearing this news. 

“I certainly enjoyed the first 
issue of Florida Skip. We have 
needed something like this for 
a long time, especially for fel- 
lows like me, who are away from 
home and interested in what is 
going on back there.” 

“T am on the air with a Globe 
Scout, SX100 and a 15 meter 
doublet with a three el beam on 
the way. I can probably be heard 
between 0100 and 0300 GMT for 
those who desire a MP4 contact. 
‘Enclosed is my donation. I cer- 
tainly wish you fellows the best 
of luck and success with Florida 
Skip.” 

Just to refresh some of your 
memories, MP4 land is Bahrain 
Island, located about half way 
up the Persian Gulf. It is very 
encouraging to hear from fellows 
like this and trust that Florida 
Skip will reach other foreign 
shores, 


The All Florida Radio Amateur’s Publication 


OPERATION ALERT BIGGEST YET "“woruy sivaso'" 


reports, medical requests, damage 
reports, etc. 
Amateur spirit was truly at 


work struggling to get these 
long reports through, despite 
fading signals, thunderstorms, 


QRN, unfamiliar equipment and 
poor operating procedures on the 
part of some operators. 

All stations were well manned 
throughout the exercise. From 
this test we hope to find our weak 
points and do something to over- 
come them. Other stations active 
were: W4AZK Naples, W4AB 
Fort Lauderdale, K4HEN Key 
West, W4PZT Okeechobee, W4- 
BWR Melbourne, and many o- 
thers not known at this time. 

Many counties participated on 
local levels handling hundreds 
of messages between zone com- 
manders and MTA coordinators. 


WOE IS US! 


No matter how hard you try, 
sometimes everything seems to 
go wrong. So it was with the 
mailing of the July issue of the 
Florida Skip. 

According to postal authori- 
ties here, bulk mailing should 
not require more than five days 
to reach its destination. There 
have been numerous complaints 
that the fellows have not re- 
ceived the July copy even up to 
this writing. 

Where are they? That is the 
$64,000 question. They have left 
Naples. That is assured. Please 
bear with us, gentlemen of the 
air, and something is bound to 
show up sometime. Anyone that 
is on the mailing list and does 
not receive the August copy by 
the tenth of the month, please 
contact W4AZK, Box 215, Naples, 
or W4IYT, 41 Lanape Drive, 
Miami Springs, and another copy 
will be sent direct. A postal form 
is being requested of Uncle Sam 


nere has been proposed a 
field day contest for all Florida 
who are ARRL affiliated (as 
this is an ARRL sponsored con- 
test) with a huge trophy going 
to the winning club, to be kept 
for that year. Highest claimed 
Scores as published in QST will 
be the basis for the award. 

Each succeeding year the tro- 
phy will pass to the next annual 
field day winner. This will be 
in the form of a “perpetual 
floating trophy,” with a smaller 
but similar cup to be retained 
by the winning club each year 
with appropiate wording on each. 
Cost will run approximately ten 
dollars per club with about twen- 
ty-two ARRL clubs on _ record 
now. 

Rules for the contest will be 
in accordance with ARRL field 
day rules as set up. Enter as 
many transmitters as you wish, 
but highest points will be the 
basis of the award. If you are 
interested in this Florirda Field 
Day Contest, please write to 
Oscar Kohlman, W4QLC, 2332 
19th Terrace, Miami, with any 
suggestions or criticisms so as 
to stimulate interest in this con- 
test before next June. 


TOO FEW, TOO LATE! 


“Skip” wished very much to 
publish late Field Day scores 
of both clubs and individuals in 
this issue. Along with “summer 
fever” (who hasn’t had it THIS 
summer) and vacations returns 
were too incomplete. 

September “Skip” will carry 
later results. Please lets ALL 
tabulate your scores and send 
them in. 


on this issue, so that any possible 
undelivered “Skips” will be re- 
turned or notification given as 
to why delivery was not possible. 

Grunt, groan, backache and 
migrain, CUL. 
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BROTHERS REUNITED 
By 
Andrew C. Clark, W41YT 


Once again amateur radio 
proves itself to be a valuable 
service to mankind. A short time 
back an urgent message was 
sent to “Any Miami Amateur”, 
from W2KFV who was assisting 
in a search for Mr. Charles Claff- 
lin or Mr. Franklin Dean who 
were reported living somewhere 
in the Greater Miami area. Dr. 
“Rig” Arnold, W4EHW picked up 
the message from veteran traffic 
man W4WS in Deland, who re- 
ceived the traffic on the Early 
Bird Net. 


“Rig” immediately went to 
work searching through the new 
telephone and city directories, but 
could not locate the two men. 

Mrs. Arnold, employed at the 
University of Miami, found Mr. 
Dean listed in an old directory. 


“Rig” had very little to work 
with but after many telephone 
calls and questions finally loca- 
ted Mr. Dean living alone in 
a trailer court in the southwest 
section of town. 


The message was delivered to 
Mr. Dean in a heavy rainshower 
by “Rig”. The message was act- 
ually intended for Mr. Clafflin, 
but Mr. Dean was supposed to 
know his whereabouts. Mr. Claf- 
flin’s brother, Henry in Millbury, 
Mass. had been given only a few 
days to live by the doctors and 
he insisted on seeing his brother 
before he died. 


All other commercial communi- 
cation channels failed to locate 
the missing persons before ama- 
teur operators were approached. 
Through the excellent detective 
work of W4EHW and the fine 
cooperation of W4WS who re- 
layed all information back to 
W2KFV, the two brothers were 
reunited after almost 20 years 
of separation, and another happy 
ending — thanks to amateur 
radio. 
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OLD TIMER’S CHAIR 

W4ZB, W. “Pat” McVicker of 
St. Petersburg, one of the pion- 
eers in amateur radio, has been 
active on the air since 1903. In 
addition to his present call, he 
has held “DM” (prior 1912), 
3CE, 3VR and 4MR. The first 
regulations governing Amateur 
Radio was the law of Dec. 13, 
1912. 

Pat was one of the first to 
apply and obtain his license on 
Dec. 24, 1912. He now holds an 
amateur “Extra” class serial No. 
De 

During his early days he held 
many commercial wireless oper- 
ators licenses and sailed on var- 
ious ships. Pat has also worked 
in such shore stations as Hava- 
na, Cuba, call HV and Santo 
Domingo, call SD. He has been 
a radio designer-engineer and is 
now retired. Old timer W4ZB, 
can be heard today on the 75 and 
40 meter phone bands. 

Ed. Note: Lets hear from all 
you QO. T.’s and have you sit in 
the OLD Timer’s Chair, one each 
month. 


BROWARD CLUB HAS BIG 


TIME AT FIELD DAY 
Tom, K4KRJ 


Up in the morning, out on the 
job was the motto of the BARC 
on the 22nd of June. All partici- 
pants in Field Day 1957 were on 
hand to erect the antennas and 
complete necessary preparations 
before their test of skill began 
at 4:00 p.m. Working steadily 
and in four hour shifts, 187 con- 
tacts were made in 57 ARRL 
sections. Dx consisted of one D- 
L4 and an OK1. 

Everyone expects trouble, but 
not the rewiring of a xmitter. 
Dave, W4BMR, had to “go over” 
his Collins 32V. Freddy, K4KZG, 
used his SX-100, while W4AHZ, 
Lovey, used his 20 meter beam. 
A fine combination for a deserv- 
ing bunch. 

Operating time for Field Day 
was 20 hours and 23 minutes. 
Nine operators, operating cw only 
fought mosquitoes at night and 
heat during the day, but success- 
fully. 

And so, once again, BARC 
ends a vy fb FD held at Birch 
State Park in Fort Lauderdale. 


THE OLD GOATS 


We started out quite sweetly; 
of sweet peas and flowers we 
yelled. 

Then someone spilled the vine- 
gar, like a herd of goats we 
smelled. 

We armed ourselves with needles, 
of words all sharp, long and 
thin. 

All ready to stick each other, 
and any who dared break in. 

We toasted each other’s foibles, 
and held their feet to the fire. 

But no matter how tall the stor- 
ies, we never call them liar. 

Your veracity is questioned, when 
this net you join, 

But in a manner insinuating, 
your words to you return. 
They may be slightly twisted 
and sharpened to a point. 
But all this is done with good 

humor, 

Don’t let your nose get out of 
joint. 

Now we are glad to have callers, 

But breakers we wish to warn; 

Watch that story your telling, 
or you'll be hung on a goaty 
horn. 

This morning I heard a signal, 

A voice from a balmy clime, 

Where the sun is always shining, 

And boy, he had a line. 

Of spark gaps he did tell us, 
the kind that goes round and 
round. 

And a shelf full of receivers, 
that no more make a sound. 

He’s got a shack full of plunder, 
of radio relics old, 

Of galena detectors, and stuff, 
that no more is sold. 

A line-up of old transmitters, 
he loves them every one. 

There’s that old five-watter, 
that the dx trophy, won. 

And then that old-time sparker 
wherein the spark was quench- 
ed. 

When anyone mentions the junk- 
man, 

The old boy’s heart is wrenched. 


The Florida Slow Speed Net 


For many years there has been 
a need for a slow speed training 
c.w. net. The FSN was formed to 
meet this need. All NCS’s are 
instructed to operate under 12 
w.p.m. or to reply to stations at 
their own speed if slower than 
12 w.p.m. The Net Manager is 
Herbert W. Hamilton K4KDN, 
1524 South Lake Howard Drive, 
Winter Haven, Fla. The FSN 
meets Monday thru Friday from 
6:30 to 7:00 p.m. EST on 38675 
ke. This net gives you an oppor- 
tunity to learn how to handle 
c.w. traffic at your own speed. 
If you do not have a special “Q”’ 
signal list which is needed for 
c.w. operation request same from 
Herb. 


VHF — UHF 


Due to local interference such 
as heat waves, thunderstorms, 
broken down rigs and half the 
two meter gang on vacation, 
there has been a slow drag in 
the VHF activity around Miami 
during the last few weeks. 

W4WAQ is vacationing, also 
W4ANVF ... Pat and Roy are 
missed but hope they are living 
it up. New stations to welcome 
are Kitty, KN4PME and Jerry, 
KN4PMF. Glad to hear Bud, 
WARNV, back on the old band. 

W4KGJ, John, had a fine va- 
cation and can be heard daily 
working W4ETQ, Gil, and KN4- 
OWU, Mary, who we hope, will 
soon get her general. K4CEJ, is 
recovering from his illness very 
nicely. . . nice going Chuck. 

No DX has been reported from 
this area lately but rumor has 
it that the west coast boys 
would like schedules, so suppose 
we set up a standing one every 
night on 145.260 mc. from 7:00 
-8:00 p.m. and we will turn our 
beams your way and let go with 
the CQ’s with our fingers crossed 
. .. patience and time should do 
Ti. OOK? 

Congratulations to Henry, K4- 
EVY, who has returned to Miami 
Beach on leave and with a bride 
also. He will help his dad, Al, 
K4LQZ, get set up on 6 meters 
with a new Communicator. 

Congratulations to K4OPH, 
Beanie, on getting his Tech 
ticket, and going strong with his 
new 6 meter Goonie-Box. 

We still have Bea, KN4PLU, 
his XYL with us on 2 which 
livens up the band. 

ATTENTION: 

Be on the look-out for a two 
meter mobile in the St. Peters- 
burg area soon visiting from 
Miami . .. Just might be yours 
truly. 

Keep Cool .... 
BUC NW son: 2 
Lois A. Spencer, W4ZXK 


The Tropical Phone Traffic Net 

The TPTN operates 7 days a 
week on 3945 ke beginning at 
5:30 p.m. The Net mer. is: Henry 
N. Webster, W4EGB, 106 Nas- 
turtium Ave., Sebring, Fla., 
Emergency Coordinator for High- 
lands County. The purpose of this 
net is for interstate and all other 
general traffic and informals. 
The NCS directs stations with 
traffic to pick up a clear fre- 
quency, QSY to it, and exchange 
traffic or informals. The NCS 
calls a fast roll of all net mem- 
bers followed by a break period 
of new stations, or late callers 
with traffic, again followed by 
© break for stations without traf- 
fic. Give a listen some evening, 
batter still, check in. 


The Florida Phone 


The FEPN has been in opera- 
tion for years, handling traffic 
and WARN weather reports. The 
FEPN meets each Tuesday eve- 
ning at 6:15. p.m. The net mgr. 
is: Mr. Melton Smith, W4HUY, 
5120 Central Ave., St. Petersburg, 
Fla. The alternate mgr. is: Mr. 
Cary L. McDaniel, W4TWR, Rt. 
1, Box 27, Brooksville, Fla. Emer- 
gency Coordinator for Hernando 
County. The net has good state- 
wide coverage with an outlet to 
Cuba. The FEPN is devided into 


Emergency 


4 districts with a NCS for each ~ 


and a Master Net Control (MCS) 
for the FEPN. Each NCS (begin- 
ning with District 1) calls the 
roll for his district. All traffic 
and weather reports are ex- 
changed on the net frequency. 
For more details drop Smitty or 
Mac a card or check in at the 
end of roll call, in which dis- 
trict you are located. The net 
operates yearly. 


In case you are wondering 
why Ralph’s, W4HGO, signal is 
so much stronger. He reports 
he found about a half gallon of 
water in one of his antenna traps. 
Let this be a lesson to all — 
keep your traps shut. 


SEC’s CORNER 


SEC Bulletin No. six has been 
forwarded to all Eastern Florida 
Emergency Coordinators with an 
annual breakdown of AREC mem- 
bers by counties. 

The big news this month is 
the reorganization of the Florida 
Emergency Phone Net. 

Chuck Myers, W4NQW, (EC 
Monroe County) has been se- 
lected as the net manager. Time: 
Tuesday, 1900 EST; Frequency: 
S910 ke? 


The new zones are as follows: 
Aone 1, from Georgia border 
south to the 29th parallel, east 
of the Suwannee River. 

Zone 2, from 29th to 27.5 par- 
allel. 

Zone 3, 
south. 

This net is officially appointed 
for all Emergency Coordinators. 
It is also selected by the U.S. 
Weather Bureau to handle all 
jweather reports by W.A.R.N. 
members. The FEPN will work 
closely with the Coastal Emer- 
gency Net during any possible 
hurricane. 

Everyone is urged to give their 
full support to Chuck to make 
this a reliable and efficient ama- 
teur network. 


Andrew C. Clark, W41YT 
SEC Eastern Florida 


from 27.5 parallel 


FLORIDA MIDDAY TRAFFIC 
NET NEWS 


Rick Rutan, KA4BNE 
(Substituting for vacationing 
Hank McMurria, W4TAS) 


Burch, W4CHB, tells an inter- 
esting tale of the invasion of the 
Tarpon Springs home of K4CHB 
and K4IRZ by five YL’s from 
Ohio. Burch and Janis are trans- 
planted buckeyes, and the five 
visitors are former neighbors. 
Burch says he was the only OM 
on the place. Couldn’t tell if he 
was boasting or griping. While 
the girls were there, they were 
able to talk back home thru the 
facilities of K4OME/8 in Ohio, 
a winter resident of Ft. Lauder- 
dale who is ex W8QCQ. 


Have received news by mail 
of the wandering Bald Noggin 
Man, Art Wedde, W4BNM. He 
is at Mabbow, Canada, about 20 
miles north of Toronto. Has had 
quite a bit of trouble since leav- 
ing St. Pete early in June. Burn- 
ed out a couple of bearings along 
the way. Art says he can hear 
K4DNM, Ed, at Madeira Beach, 
but apparently Ed can’t copy 
him. Art got close to a tornado at 
Lake Simmo, Can., and got some 
of the effects of hurricane Au- 
drey too. Audrey was pretty well 
spent by the time she reached 
Canada, but brought along some 
strong winds and heavy rains. 
He’ll be back in Florida at the 
end of July if that air-conditioned 


rolling ham shack holds together. 


long: enough. 


Also got a leter from W4TAS 
who is on vacation at Bradenton 
Beach. Hank is soaking up a lot 
of sun, and monitoring the net. 
Wonder if he has that NC300 
out in the sand? 


W4FPC, W4KQR, K4LFA and 
K4BNE are in the process of 
erecting a ham antenna eight 
floers above the downtown streets 
of St. Pete.. The antenna is for 
a proposed hurricane emergency 
station to be located at the St. 
Petersburg Times. AC lines at 
the QTH are all underground and 
‘there are fuor separate lines. 
Only reson for power failure 
there would be a complete dis- 
abling of the power plants in St. 
Pete. 


To guard against that eventual- 
ity, W4FPC is putting his por- 
table generator on standby for 
use at the station. K4BNE, a 
Times employee, is in charge of 
the temporary station which will 
use his call modified to /4. Pin- 
ellas CD is putting in some gear 
to tie the set-up in with their 
facilities, and equipment in the 
pioneer station will belong to 
the hams operating the station. 
A program is under way to have 


the Times equip a complete sta- 
tion to be licensed to and run by 
hams according to FCC rules for 
emergency communications in the 
southeastern U.S. and especia'ly 
Florida. 

Vivian, K40OYB, is Official 
Eulletin Station. Been a long time 
since she answered roll call, but 
the last time we heard her, she 
was putting out an official bulle- 
tin. 

Lately, W4YDI has been pinch- 
hitting for W4WPD while Shir- 
ley and Earl, W4UFR, are in the 
throes of packing for a move to 
a new home. W4YDI has a knack 
of showing up just when we need 
a Tampa station to take traffic. 


W4FPC spent two-weeks in 
Miami Beach on vacation. Must 
have liked it pretty well because 
he’s back there for a few days 
as we write this. 


Got two stations hitting the 
net with CW now. Ulmer, W4PZT, 
works only CW on 40, and Char- 
le, K4JCF has a shot microphone 
and keys his way into the net 
each day. 


This net has a terrible time 
trying to get and keep stations 
who will QSP Western Florida. 
No one west of Tallahassee seems 
to be able to meet the net for 
several consecutive days. Whatsa- 
matter you guys up there, don’t 
y’all take a lunch break? Come 
on in when you have a few min- 
utes to spare on your lunch hour 
meeeetnestrattiic 1s fine. 


In establishing the station in 
downtown St. Petersburg, K4- 
BNE had to write a report spell- 
ing our necessities, and especially 
explaining FCC rules regarding 
commercial traffic on the ham 
bands. Took two weeks of re- 
ssarching to condense FCC regu- 
letions so they could be digested 
by non-hams and still maintain 
the definite rules set forth. Boiled 
down to eight typewritten pages, 
including a summary of equip- 
ment needed to put a station on 
the air which would be efficient 
in a hurricane. 


One of the new members of 
the net is K4LQS, Hank, who is 
publisher of Florida Skip. Hank 
says he disclaims eny respozibill- 
itty fr erors maid by we inept 
culumnissts. Know exactly what 
he means, too, being a printer 
myself. 


While the nation was alerted 
for operation alert, one major 
Florida city was sound asleep. 
Pinella County Civil Defense (W- 
4SEA) was right on the job, 
county-wise, but the city of St. 
Petersburg had not the first ves- 
tige of preparedness, although 
the city has at its disposal (and 
permanently installed in the City 
Hal!) a fully equipped, ready 


manned Amateur radio station. Florida Skip 


Operators were standing by wait- 
ing for the alerting of the city 
CD wheels, but lassitude on the 
part of city politicians and of- 
ficials resulted in no alarm being 
sounded and no attempt being 
made to prepare the city for dis- 
aster. Story on OPAL 57 appears 
elsewhere in this issue, but I for 
one think the Miami hams and 
the Miami CD center did a mighty 
fine job. 

Several of our net members 
were in on the action, too. 7006 
was a plenty busy CW CD fre- 
quency. 


SILVER SPRINGS RADIO 
CLUB NEWS 


The fellows here are still re- 
minicing on the wonderful con- 
tacts they had with so many at 
the hamfest in June, and have 
started many plans for the next 
one on the first Sunday in June 
of next year. The biggest ob- 
jection was, as many fellows put 
it, “the day was not long enough.” 

W4HCQ, Jim, has his 4-250’s 
on the air now and is knocking 
S meters out all over the city of 
Ocala and elsewhere. Thanks to 
FCC he can only go to one KW. 


K4IRE, Newt, is planning to 
leave the city of Ocala for Or- 
lando to become a professor in 
mechanics at the Vocational 
School. Ole Newt has been to 
Florida State University sharp- 
ening up the brain to do a good 
job with it. Our loss will be 
Orlando’s gain. 


K4CZL, Ken, is the fellow that 
is just likely to be anywhere. 
Today he is fixed, tomorrow he 
is probably portable, and the 
next day mobile. And he’s on 
all bands and on voice and cw 
too. 

W4AKA, Tom, is one of the 
busy fellows that doesn’t seem 
to be able to get on the air as 
often as we would like for him 
to. He is snowed under with in- 
stallation and maintainance of 
two-way equipment at the pre- 
sent. 

K4CMK, Harley; is getting in 
the swing these days and is gett- 
ing out there and reaching them 
from everywhere. The ole boy is 
really getting long-haired: at the 
business. 

K4ANJ, John, has his hands 
full of harmonics now, and they 
are not the kind you want to get 
rid of. Both are doing fine and 
the papa is really learning to 
be a papa. 

W4DVR, Mack, the voice of 
windy hill is still knocking them 
off. Mack has really started with 
plans for the hamfest for next 
year, and says it is really going 


Page 3 


FORT WALTON BEACH NEWS 


Frank M. Butler, Jr.. W4RKH 

First, good luck to Florida 
Skip. Our principal ham organi- 
zation in this area is the Eglin 
Amateur Radio Society, so named 
because it receives considerable 
support from Eglin Air Force 
Base. The club was organized in 
1949, and has been active ever 
since. Present officers are: 

President, W4MFY; Vice presi- 
dent, W RRF; Sec-Treas., W4- 
RKH; Activities manager, W4- 
WKQ; and Editor, K4GEV, Aver- 
age membership is 40. 


The club has its own station, 
W4SRX, located in the club- 
house on Eglin AFB. Equipment 
includes three transmitters and 
three receivers, for the 80-10 
meter bands. The club publishes 
a newsletter periodically, the 
“Bandspread,” copies of which 
are mailed to all members. 

The club plays a large part 
in furnishing communications be- 
tween the Air Base and surround- 
ing communities in times of emer- 
gency. A 10 meter net operates 
on 29,560 ke and has a drill 
every Monday night at 1900. In- 
dividual amateurs monitor the 
frequency a good part of the 
day, and welcome calls from any 
hams passing through. 

Net control station for the e- 
mergency net is located in the 
Eglin Command Post. It is e- 
quipped with a 32-2 and HRO-60 
by the Air Force for the exclusive 
use of the amateurs. 

Club meeting are held every 
other Tuesday at 1900 at the 
cl uboh esutagEilnoiddivlauothe 
clubhouse at Eglin Another 
group, formed foCr sponsoring 
socials, meets every other Friday 
in the Fort Walton area. Several 
picnics are planned for this sum- 
mer. 


K4DWG, Lum, is passing out 
cigars because of a new addition 
at his QTH. Wat is it, Lum, a 
BOY, GIRL “or -304-TL? 


to be a lollaplalooza. 

W4ASF, P.L., also says the 
day was not long enough and 
hopes to be able to see more of 
the hams at the next Silver 
Springs hamfest and be able to 
spend a little more time with 
everyone. 

Plans of the club at the pre- 
sent is to enlist new blood into 
the organization. Classes in code 
practice and procedure for the 
new enlistees are in the making. 

Final details are being worked 
out and the club will soon apply 
for a club license. 
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FLAMINGO NET 
Betty and Bob, W4SDI/MVR 


The ninth annual running of 
the Go!d Coast Marathon is now 
history. For the last five years 
the Flamingo Net with the as- 
sistance of the Broward Ama- 
teur Radio Club and ham opera- 
tors from the West Palm Beach 
area have maintained communi- 
cations for this event. At no time 
in the past have we had such 
a complete circuit as we had 
this year. 

One of the best ideas came 
from the marathon chairman, 
Mr. Ivan Tarbert, to break down 
the different types of boats into 
classes so a bunch of landlubbers 
could tell the difference between 
them. The first letter or numeral 
being the class number. All the 
fellows at the different positions 
had to do was eall in the first 
three boat numbers of each class 
with their time of passing and 
forget the time on all the rest 
of the boats. 


As the starting bomb went off 
in Miami and the boats all took 
off together, there was nothing 
to see but spray whereever you 
looked. By the time the sweep 
boats reached Broad Causeway 
right after the last of the racing 
boats, there was already a couple 
of accidents. One small outboard 
ran into the bulkhead and anoth2r 
hit a log in the water and sank. 

Jim, W4NJM and Floyd, W4- 
MD was the first sweep boat to 
get there about a minute after 
the boat had gone down. They 
could not find the driver so they 
eircled the spot until the Coast 
Guard and helicopter arrived. 
Later on we found out the boy 
was okeh and had been picked 
up by a passing race boat. 

The second sweep boat was 
manned by Sammie and Allan 
Tait and Art, W4LGA as the 
radio operator. These sweepboats 
earried along crystals so _ that 
they could report into the three 
ten meter nets along’ the water- 
way. 

The Miami net control station 
was W4CUR, Nelson, with both 
Allan, W4WYS and Ray, W4- 
BYG operating. Their frequency 
was 29044 ke. The net control 
in Fort Lauderdale was at W4- 
BMR and Dave was using a 
frequency of 29400 ke. Up in 
West Palm Beach, the NCS there 
was Jay, W4VTJ and the fre- 
quency was 29360. For the long 
haul circuit we were operating 
in the forty meter phone band 
with very good results except 
for the occasional QRM that 
made the going rough. All in 


all, it worked out very well. The 
NC at Miami was Nelson, W4- 
CUR and at Fort Lauderdale, 
Dave, W4BMR, while up at West 
Palm with his feet securely 
grounded in the incoming flood 
of water, was Dick, W4ZPO. 


One of the bright spots of the 
operation was on Sunday, when 
Nelson moved Carl, W4DTJ from 
his position at Broad Causeway 
to the house boat that was to be 
the finish line at Pelican Harbor. 
Everyone in the club house re- 
ceived official reports immediate- 
ly on the boats as they arrived 
and their official time. 


Two good reasons why every- 
thing went so smoothly at both 
Pelican Harbor Club and the Flo- 
ti’a Club in West Palm was 
Betty Graham, (OM is W4CUR) 
and Betty Cheyney, W4SDI. 


These two gals were on duty 
to see that the traffic was hand- 
led properly by passing it to the 
right operators and answering a 
multitude of questions from the 
drviver’s families and interested 
bystanders. This wasn’t all they 
did. There was the PA to operate 
and the long distance telephone 
to answer all the time. TNX to 
these gals for doing a mighty 
fine job. 


We have had several reports 
of individual operators and sta- 
tions that warrant special com- 
mendation. Cutstanding among 
these is Dave, W4BMR and Jack, 
W4IEH, who handled the station 
on forty and also ten meters in 
Fort Lauderdale. TNX also to 
Ira, W4VCQ, in Fort Lauderdale 
and all the others that participat- 
ed in operation Marathon this 
year. There are too many to 
mention individually so TNX to 
all for a swell job. 


The Fort Lauderdale circuit 
consisted of four mobiles cover- 
ing the Seventeenth Street 
Causeway north to Hillsborough. 


For the first time in the his- 
tory of the Marathon we had 
almost every position covered 
north of Fort Lauderdale tnx 
to the fine assistance of both the 
Fort Lauderdale boys and the 
boys from West Palm Beach. 
Jay, W4VTJ, Jack turned out 
to help with the installation at 
the Flotilla Club and were on 
hand passing the traffic in the 
middle of all the weather, and 
we do mean weather. It was sure 
a fine team from West Palm to 
Miami in the 1957 Marathon. 


We feel fortunate to have such 
an event hr in our South Florida 
area that we can all get in and 
operate real live traffic and give 
as much assistance to the offi- 
cials, drivers and the families of 
the racing drivers as_ possible. 


SARASOTA CLUB NEWS 


A drill in emergency com- 
munications was held by the Sar- 
asota Amateur Radio Club, with 
three mobile transmitters and 
one control station. 

This was a county-wide drill 
with Joe Barone, W4DSH, Venice 
school teacher, operating mobile 
out of Nokomis; Ken Siegel, Sar- 
esota Hich tech teacher, W4LMT, 
also mobile in Sarasota, and Bill 
Dunham, W4TRS, postal clerk, 
working mobile in a planned drill 
to cover the county in case of 
disaster. 

The post of net control was 
filled by Larry Loper, W4WHF, 
local power company radio trou- 
b'e shooter. 

All civil defense authorities 
agree that communications are 
the life blood of disasters, whe- 
ther man-made or acts of God. 

It is a tribute to these men 
and women, that they give freely 
of their time and knowledge to 
do their part in protecting the 
interests of everyone. 

Following the drill, all con- 
cerned proceeded to the Sunshine 
Kitchen for chow and the regu- 
lar monthly meeting of the club. 

A change of pace was offered 
after the meeting with a lively 
auction of radio equipment of 
various type and condition. 

Anyone interested in radio in 
any way is cordially invited to 
attend the regular monthly meet- 
ings, the second Thursday every 
month. Age or sex is no handicap. 

For information contact Club 
Prexy, George Hodapp of 2875 
Michael Street. 


K4ENW, George and Dot K4- 
LFA will no longer argue with 
Cupid. The arrow has hit home 
and both plan to take the vows 
August 24th. Heartiest congrat- 
ulations .and combined power of 
Dot and George. 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Florida Skip would like to say 
congratulations to the editors 
and publishers of “Ham Salad” 
Lake County Amateur Society, 
“Band Spread” Eglin Amateur 
Radio Society (EARS), “Jars 
Beam” Jacksonville Amateur Ra- 
dio Society, “Spare Gay” St. 
Petersburg Amateur Radio Club, 
and the newest of the group, 
“Ground Wave” Daytona Beach 
Amateur Radio Association. 

All are mighty nice bulletins. 
Are there any more? Let us 
know. 


It is for sure an event that brings 
to the minds of the public that 
the hams can be of assistance 
when needed. 


ORLANDO RAMBLINGS 
Ace, K4AKQ 


Following is the itemized 1957 
Field Day score: 

7 mc. CW—65; 14 me. CW—22; 
14 mec. phone—11; 21 me. phone 
—205; 28 mc. phone—62; 50 me. 
phone—15; 144 mec. phone—28; 
A total of 408 contacts for a 
grand total of 3,897 points. 

Heard from Bob and his XYL, 
WOLKU. They are having a se- 
cond honeymoon while he is em- 
ployed by the Union Pacific Rail- 
road as engineer for their com- 
munications section, radio tele- 
type and telephone. 


Sounds as though he is very 


happy about the whole thing. 
Congrats again, Bob. 

Lou, W4NKD, wishes to know 
if anyone is interested in a 300 
watt xmitter with a pr of 100 
th’s in the final. It is not de-TVI’d 
but there are some mighty good 
parts in it well worth the $75 
asked. 


The event of the past week 


was the return from Yankeeland 
of Old Skinhead, Keith K4KNB. 
After he gets up his skywires we 
will hear his raucous voice again. 

Orlando was honored by having 
Jess, W4AEP, elected as Master 
Oscillator, and Tom, W4BVG, as 
Speech Amplifier, of the Knights. 
Congrats fellows, lotsa luck. 

Heard that Tom, W4BVG, put 
up a trap antenna for Henry, 
W4DWI, and by golly it works 
fine business, too. 

Dave, W4TOD, was knee-deep 
in soapsuds last we heard, scrub- 
bing out the dirty footmarks 
from the CD trailer. 
got him housebroke. 

Howard, K4CFX, is working on 
modifying four six meter trans- 
ceivers which will be put in oper- 
ation to augment our CD net. 

Among the newcomers to this 
area are Alex, W7CAA/4, Ken 
and Shirley Cartright, W20GU 
and W2IAM, both /4. Welcome 
aboard gang. 

Understand Danny, W4NW’s 
shack is progressing nicely. Dave 
W4TOD, put a real nice spot for 
the hamshack in the plans. Bet- 
ter listen in on two meters, gang, 
when it is time for moving. There 
may be a grab bag session at 
the old shack. 


Dick Jones, W4BTM, finally 
lost the sheriff again and now has 
emerged in St. Lucia B.W._I. 
Somewhere along the way Dick 
picked up a Viking and a 75A2 
to go along with the new VP2 
call which is pending. Dick also 


expects to be mobile VP2 shortly. 


VP2LU is on the same island, 
active with a DX100 and SX96. 
Hooray for VP2 land. 


Hal, W4BKC — 


—S oe 2 


Sue sure > 


THE NOVICE GET-TOGETHER 
Gordon Jones, KN4LQX 


Ok, op’s! The handle has 
changed from Bill to Gordon, but 
this column will stay about. the 
same. I’ll try to give account 
of the doings on the 40-meter 
novice band. I can’t cover 80 
meters yet. 


Those heard consistently are 
KN4LWZ, Ronnie of North Mi- 
ami, with a home brew trans- 
mitter, running about 25 watts 
input to an end-fed long wire. 
He hears them with a Scott 215. 
Roy, KN4MZR, Hallendale, with 


‘a DX-20 and an RME-4350. Don, 


KN4OHV, in Sarasota is using 
an AT-1 and his hearing aid is 
an 8-38. Last but not least is 
KN4KRC, Manuel, from Tampa, 
with a Viking Adventurer and a 
BC-779 with an RME-152A. 


The speed demons on the No- 
vice band for this month are: 
K4KQO, Bill of Daytona Beach, 
with a bug, a Globe Chief, and 
an NC-98; K4HLA, Paul of Mi- 
ami, with an AT-1 and a BC- 
348. And then there is Wayne, 
KN4LZS, Hialeah, with an AT-1 
and an NC-101X (Passed Gen- 
eral abt a month ago). 


The high power boys for this 
month are: Ed, KN4MAV, with 
a Viking II and an NC-183D. 
Walt, KN4MLM, St. Petersburg, 


with a Globe Chief and an SX-96. 


DX-er’s are:KN4MZK, Bill, with 
a DX-35 and. an 5S-85/QF-1, 
has worked 31 stations since he 
got on the air. Walt, KN4MLM, 
has racked up a rather impres- 
sive total with his equipment, 


its 41 states confirmed. (at last 


count). 
K4PAE, Bill, who wrote this 


column last month is in the Mer- 
ey Hospital undergoing a hip 
-operation. He would _ probably 


enjoy some card and visitors. He 
will be in there for about a 
month. Bill said that he has real- 
ly got a terrific doctor, Dr. 
Herbert Virgin, Jr.) in case you 
ever break a leg. Hi. 


Send the cards and letters to 


Billy Costello, Rm. 281, Mercy 


Hospital, Miami, Fla. Let’s have 
some real response on this. 
Well, I guess that’s about all 
for this month, but I’ll benu at 
the same time next month. I’ll 


appreciate news and views on 


yourself and calls with ADR’s. 
Send them to KN4LQX, 15550 


27th Place, Opa Locka. 


Anyone got a gripe? Pass it! 
along to W4PMD, Ted, president 
of the gripe club. 


W4LMG, has moved his QTH§ 


from Miami to Winter Haven. 


DX IN FLORIDA 
Joe Rosko, K4CTU 


Fellows, there are quite a few 
dx-ers or at least a group of 
dx enthusiasts here in Florida. 
We are endeavoring to begin a 
dx column. The dx column is 
strictly your column. By this we 
mean that without your contri- 
butions of your dx _ prowess, 
there can be no dx column. Fol- 
lowing is the information we 
wou.d lke to have so that we 
may have a complete dx column. 


There will be a DX Honor Roll 
so please send in YOUR country 
and of zone standings. This is 
for Florida only so if you have 
only a few dx stations, send in 
your report and watch it grow 
as you continue to work more 
dx. Another section for those 
that have already worked and 
have confirmed 100 or more. 
ANY dx that you may work, get 
his QTH and name so that Flor- 
ida Skip can help other dx-er 
get there “furstes” with the 
QSL, ete. We would like to have 
ANY dx news, — dx-peditions, 
those that you have worked or 
heard along with the band, time 
(EST- PSE) and frequency and 
any other pertinent dx news. 
Lets also see some pictures of 
the rig and op that sneaked in 
on a rare one. 


While the dx is good lets get 
it in Florida Skip. (W6’s take 
notice). Send all information to 
Joe Rosko, 185 N.W. 135th St., 
Miami 50. Comments and con- 
structive criticism are always 
welcome. 


CODE CLASS BEGINS AT 
BROWARD 


Again the code and theory class 
is scheduled to meet every Tues- 
day evening between 7 and 9 
at the Civil Defense Headquart- 
ers. Under the leadership of Art, 
W4UZA, Freddy, K4KZG, and 
Tom, K4KRJ, beginner and ad- 
vanced cw classes and a theory 
class will be conducted. 


It is sincerely hoped that the 
attendance is tops. We, of the 
BARC, would like to see more 
and more radio amateurs in this 
area. 


Babe, K4DCZ, (ex V06) is not 
active until his new house is 
completed. Expects then to be 
on SSB. Had to leave all his 
gear in Labrador when he left 
and now has to start anew. Good 
luck, Babe. 


W4DDW, Frank, is preparing 
a new 813 final to conquer the 
air from Kissimmee. 


SPARCYLS NEWS 


Sparcyls held their monthly 
meeting Sunday afternoon, July 
14th. The girls and their husbands 
and friends were entertained by 
by K4IRZ, Janice at her new 
home on Lake Tarpon. It was no 
business and all pleasure as the 
group enjoyed fishing, swimming 
and boating on the lake followed 
by a covered dish supper. To- 
ward evening several cases of 
sunburn were noticed! 


Among those attending the 
meeting was a new Sparcyls 
aember, KN4PPX, Fran Contin- 
ello. She received her license in 
June and already boasts of having 
worked 28 states. She has a right 
to be proud. Unable to attend 
were W4WPD, Shirley, and her 
OM, W4UFR, Earl,’ who have 
purchased a new home in Tampa 
and are busy as bees moving into 
the new QTH. 


Sparcyls members seem to be 
scattered far and wide. KN4K QT, 
Charlotte, has packed up and 
taken the harmonics on their first 
train ride. . . destination, Evans- 
ville, Ind., for a month with her 
folks. K4HNN, Charlotte’s OM, 
Don, remains at home “batching”’ 
it. Meanwhile, Sonya, KN4PNH, 
and her OM, K4LPU, Bill are 
enjoying their vacation in New 


York and New Jersey. And we: 


hear that W4GXZ, Blanche, is 
leaving soon for New Jersey, 
where her OM, Wes, W4COW, 
and KL7CBZ, will be located for 
at least 6 months. 


The Florida Phone Traffic Net 

The FPTN is an early morning 
traific net which opens at 7 a.m. 
on 3945 ke. The NCS and net 
mgr. is: Mr. Kenneth C. Siegel, 
W4LMT, 4738 Catalonia St., Sara- 
sota, Fla. Emergency Coordina- 
tor for Sarasota County. The 
FPTN has statewide coverage 
with an outlet into Cuba and most 
military bases. This net uses the 
same system as others, whereby, 
stations with traffic QSY up or 
down to a clear frequency. If 
interested, give a listen, or drop 
Ken a card. 


FOR SALE: 8 element 10 meter 
home brew beam, gamma match. 
Works swell. Reason for sale — 


have tri-bander. $8.50, cash and car- 
ry. George Moule, K4HYO, 2951 N. 
W. 161st Terrace, Opa Locka. 


Gonset Tri-bander, $19.50. Have com- 


mercial built 100 watt final, plug-in 
coils, heavy duty parts throughout. 
10v. AC Filament Xfmr 6.3 at 4 


amps, provisions for modulator, stan- 


dard 19 inch rack mounting, 6L6 - 
6L6 - to PP 809’s. Have 6 of these 
units at $15 each. Andrew C. Clark, 
W4ILYT, 41 Lenape Drive, Miami 


Springs. 
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SWABUSEL 
NOTE: Florida Skip does not 
assume any responsibility for 
condition, price, etc. of any item 
listed in this column. 


Ab is FREE to 


Amateur. 


his column any Li- 
There is no 
number of items an 
list. All listings 
cancelled each month. If 


not moved, it 


Radio 
the 
may 


censed 
limit to 

individual are 
list- 
be neces- 


your 
ing is will 


sary to relist the following month. 


TRADE almost new NC98 receiver 
plus a complete 10 meter set up, 
for a better communications receiver. 
W4UWP, 8351 S.W. 46th ~ Street, 
Miami 55. 


FOR SALE: Model SG-8 Sig. gen. 
$14; Model TC-2 Heath tube checker 
$22.50; Model GD-1B grid dip meter 
$15; Heath model V-6 VTVM with 
high voltage probe $20; Heath model 
T-3 signal tracer $18; Heath model 
AT-1 transmitter with modulator, 
$25. All items with instruction man- 
wails. WC. H_Ostiens K4Gh ys £6 Cory- 
aon Drive, Miami Springs. 


SELL. Hallicrafter 
Fred Clement, 
Miami. 


S-38-D like 
900 IN.W. 


new 
$35. 42nd. 


ite, 


Brand new tubes, 
a1. 50, SonS, Po.Ul; -o20= 
Sis. $2.2 250s, 
Hallicrafter S38, 
S-102, $45; Gonset 2 
$29; Sonar 2 meter 
mobile receiver, $40; Krico 25 watt 
2 meter mobile trans., $45; Collins 
plate trans. 1000vct. 212 mils, $22; 
Complete ART-13 not modified, $525; 
Complete ARC-1 VHF 50 channel 
transceiver, $475. Bill Slep, W4FHY, 


; Zoe 
Hallicrafter 
meter converter, 


Ellenton. 

SALE Measurements Corporation 
Standard Signal Gen. 25-50me and 
125-240me. Output accurately  cali- 
brated in microvolts down to l. 
$75, WIAZK, Box 215, Naples. 


TRADE: 3 el Hylite 20 meter beam. 
Want Moseley VP 20 meters. James 
Stevens, 1514 Wyomina St., Ocala. 


FOR SALE: SX 101 and 400 watt 
813 PA with 2000 volt power supply. 
Stu Lieblein, 13000 N. Bayshore Dr., 
North Miami. 


FOR SALE: SX 100. “Make reason- 
able offer over $200. Perfect con- 
dition in original carton. Joe Rosko, 


135 INe WW, 235th. St.,. Miami-50. 

FOR SALE PEH-1038 (500v) dyna- 
motor on relay rack, with push to 
talk relay. Ready for 6 volt mobile 


use, complete with connecting cable, 
$15. Terado converter 6vde to 115ac. 
60 watts continous 75W _ intermit- 
tent. Like new, used only twice. 
K4K RJ, 212 S.E. 12th St.,. Fort Lau- 
derdale. 


Silent Key, W4AQJ, is for sale by 
the widow, FOB Summerland Key, 
Florida. Collins KWS-1 and .75A-4, 


Speaker-Control with Micro-match, 
National 183D and SW54, Elmac 
Ar hin.o GRO Teléres 10, ho and 


20 meters beams with rotor, 60’ Steel 


windmill type tower. Make bids for 
all or any part to W4BCZ, agent. 
3403 Flagler Avenue, Key West. 

SWAP: Test equipment, ham gear, 
or money for 6-foot enclosed relay 
rack cabinet. Henry Gauntt, W4- 


MZL, 850 Wren Ave.; Miami Springs. 
Heathkit AT-1 $15.00... 3 novice 15 
meter crystals and a homebrew 15 
meter beam $15.00. Will throw in 
all the coax for beam also. John 
Cooper, K4KES, 751 East 45th sSt., 
Hialeah. 


FOR SALE: Viking Ranger factory 
wired, will hold test QSO. $175.00. 
Berry Diamond K4KVJ, 2018 S. W. 
13th St. Miami 
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KEY WEST NEWS 
By Ernestine McMasters, W4KOH 


Key West Amateur Radio Club, 
Inc., held their July meeting at 
the Sun and Sand Club. A beach 
party followed by a buffet supper 
and short business meeting was 
held at which John Porter, W4- 
KGJ made a certificate presenta- 
tion to W4NQW, Chuck Myers 
as the new manager of the Flori- 
da Phone Emergency Net. 


W4IYT, Andy Clark, SEC, also 
addressed the club and got a lot 
of new subscriptions to “Florida 
Skip.” _ 


Other out-of-town visitors to 
the meeting included Charlott 
Call, W4HBF, and a boy friend, 
CWO Al Johnson, USMC, who 
flew down in his plane and who 
has the call, KN4QHJ. (Who says 
that the YL only takes up ham 
radio to please the OM? Can this 
be a case the other way around? 
Hi.) (Confidentially, I was W9- 
GXM when I met OM, W4BCZ). 


The Emergency Co-ordinator 
asked K4HEN to take over as 
the Net Control of the Monroe 
County Emergency Net which 
meets each Sunday at 1400 EST 
and on Wednesday at 1630 on 
3910 ke. 

K4HEN is not new as the call 
might indicate. His experience 
began in 1906 according to his 
Old-Old-Timer’s certificate. Harry 
will handle the net until he has 
to go north on business. Call in 
on the net and give him your 


support. W4ZUT and W4BCZ, 
will be alternates. 


Betty, W4GGO, and Ernie, W4- 
KOH as members of the Flori- 
dora net had an eye-ball QSO 
at Ernie’s QTH on the 4th. 


The club field day station, W4- 
LLO/4, was installed by W4BCZ 
and W4NQW assisted by KN4- 
OEW and KN4PAA operated in 
the Novice CW part of the 7 me. 
band on emergency power. Field 
day is good experience for the 
Novices. K4OFG found that the 
Navy was not very interested 
in field day, as he caught the 
duty and couldn’t get a standby 
for Saturday although he was 
chairman of the Club Committee. 


KN40OEX has been active in 
connection with W4NQW to see 
that Monroe County has a RA- 
CES organization. 


The gang will be debating until 
next field day whether using low 
power is best in this location 
where we can only work north 
and friends in Cuba. Nine con- 
tacts on 40 phone in Spanish. 


W4GAH and K4HEN used 
both an automobile and a mari- 
time mobile to handle the data 
on the races conducted by the 
Key West Outboard Club, Inc., 
in their annual marathon July 
7th up the keys from Key West. 
They used the Monroe County 
Emergency Net frequency and 


drill was conducted between race . 


news. The outboard club story 
in the local paper mentioned ra- 
dio but did not give the credit 
to amateurs. 


FLORIDA SKIP — 
RECEIPTS: 


Donations to June 14, 1957 
Donations to July 10, 1957 
Printing Services — K4LQS 


TOTAL RECEIPTS 


DISBURSEMENTS: 


Expenses — June Issue 


Printing 

Mailing Permit 
First Mailing Fee 
Postage 

Addressing 
Envelopes 
Halftones 

Postage — Receipts 


Expenses — July Issue 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 


BALANCE ON HAND — JULY 10, 1957 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


$ 233.00 
192.50 
112.90 
$ 538.40 

$ 112.90 
10.00 
10.00 
49.02 
32.75 
21.12 

8.00 243.79 

4.00 

50.00 

$ 297.79 

$ 240.61 


Andrew C. Clark, W4I1YT 


It is with regret that we 
record the passing of K4PJK. 
Ozzie was a great friend to 
the amateur radio fraternity. 
Although recently licensed, 
he was a hard worker for the 
Radiation Amateur Radio 


Club, Melbourne, of which he 


was a charter member. 

As a memorial to Ozzie, 
and to perpetuate his call, 
the Radiation Amateur Radio 
Club has petitioned the F.C.C. 
for assignment of his call to 
the club station now under 
construction. 


Henry Clark, W4ZIR, and his 
XYL have just returned from an 
extended tour of the U.S. and 
Mexico which covered a _ period 
of some ten weeks. Henry is 
now back at the old deep south 
home rig at Ho:mestead. 
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THE AMATEUR RADIO 
EMERGENCY CORPS 


The radio amateur best justi- 
fies his existance by the service 
he renders his community -in 
times of disaster and distress 
when normal communication me- 
dia are not available, have failed 
or are badly overburdened. The 
pleasure he derives from the pur- 
suit of his hobby during normal 
times establishes a debit that he 
can offset only by his steadfast 
determination to be prepared and 
willing to be of service when dis- 


aster strikes. 


In the event of a communica- 
tions emergency all amateurs are 
dedicated to serve in the public 
interest, within the limitations 
of their ability, to provide tem- 
porary communications for a 
stricken area until normal facili- 
ties are restored. 


The Amateur Radio Emergen- 
cy Corps is composed of licensed 
amateurs who have voluntarily 
registered their quailifications 


and equipment for communication - 


duty in the public service when 
disaster strikes. 


Every licensed amateur, whe- 
ther or not a member of the 
ARRL, is eligible for member- 
ship in the Emergency Corp. 

The only other qualification is 
a sincere desire to serve. There 
are two grades of membership 
in the Corp: (a) Full Member- 
ship, under which the applicant 
pledges active participation in 
periodic tests, and (b) Support- 
ing Membership, requiring only 
limited participation as time per- 
mits. The possession of emergen- 
cy-powered equipment is desir- 
able, but is not a requirement for 
either grade. 


Further information on the 
Corps may be obtained from your 
Section Communications Mana- 
ger. 
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KNOW Pictured in an “FN” get-to-gether is 1. to r.; W4LAP; 


‘EM? ~=—s W4GOG;; 


W4HED; W4IYT; W40ZC and W4SVX. 


THE ORIGINAL “HAM” 


Have you ever wondered why 
we radio amateurs are called 
“HAMS?” Well it goes like this 
— the word Ham as applied to 
1908 and was the call letters of 
one of the first amateur wireless 
stations operated by some mem- 
bers of the Harvard Radio Club. 
They were Albert S. Hyman, 
Bob Almy and Peggie Murray. 
At first they called their station 
Hyman-Almy-Murray. Tapping 
out such a long name in code soon 
called for a revision and they 
changed it to HY-AL-MU, using 
the first two letters of each 
name. 

‘Early in 1909 some confusion 
resulted between signals from 
amateur wireless HYALMU and 
a Mexican ship named HYALMO, 
so they decided to use ‘only the 
first letter of each name and the 
call became HAM. 

In the early pioneer unregulat- 
ed days of radio, amateur oper- 
ators picked their own frequency 
and call letters. Then as now, 


some amateurs had better signals 
than some commercial stations. 
The resulting interference finally 
came to the attention of con- 
gressional committees in Wash- 
ington and they gave much time 
to proposed legislation designed 
to critically limit amateur activi- 
ty. . 
In 1911, Albert Hyman chose 
the controversial Wireless Regu- 
lation Bill as the topic for his 
(Continued on Page 2) 


DON’T FORGET! 


The only authorized third par- 
ty countries are Canada, Chile, 
Cuba, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Li- 
beria, Panama, Peru and Nicara- 
gua and all others are taboo. 

Messages are limited to emer- 
gency traffic or to remarks of 
a personal or technical nature 
not likely to be sent by public 
communications systems. Be care- 
ful of your phone patches to un- 
authorized countries as FCC tick- 
ets are being issued right and 
left. 


Amateurs Sitting On Top In 
Dade Pole Controversy 


YOUR CONTRIBUTION 
TO AMATEUR RADIO 


In a hobby of any type, parti- 
cipation is based upon the en- 
thusiasm, desire and the achieve- 
ments derived from such a hobby. 

One of the most satisfying in 
point of achievement and in a 
category known as_ service, is 
amateur radio. Over a period of 
many years, the achievements of 
and the services rendered by the 
radio amateur are legion. It is 
this ability to render a service 
which maintains the high stand- 
ing the radio amateur has in the 
public eye. In time of emergency 
or disaster, radio amateurs are 
ever ready to assume their role 
as communicators. Frequently 
they are the only means of 
reaching out for help and in pro- 
viding the needed information to 
quickly accomplish the relief of 
injured and to start rescue opera- 
tions in a stricken area. 

Is is this highly desirable ser- 
vice that we must always strive 
to maintain in the highest de- 
gree. Our reputation is built on 
this service. 

There are many facts in the 
field of amateur radio to interest 
each and everyone. The experi- 
menter, who delves into the my- 
steries of the unknown, and who 
has over these many years made 
tremendous contributions to the 
fields of electronics and com- 
munications. The traffic man who 
handles messages of an infinite 
variety and of prime importance 
to those concerned. The VHF 

(Continued on Page 3) 


New Zoning Ordinance 
Satisfactory To Dade 
Radio Amateurs 


Finally, after a continous battle 
of over one year, the South Mi- 
ami Radio Clubs Committee, 
chairman Robert H. Watson, W4- 
DTV, and assisted by John F. 
Porter, W4KGJ, appeared before 
the Dade County Commissioners, 
Thursday, Aug. 15, 1957, and 
after a lively discussion with the 
parties concerned, the new pro- 
posed county ordinance to per- 
mit an erection of one or two 
poles up to and including 35 feet 
was unamiously approved. 

Of course the usual provisions 
for safety of life, adjacent pro- 
perty, etc. was in the general 
requirements for all type poles, 
masts, towers, etc. was written 
into the new ordinance. 

It is contemplated at this time 
to write an article for possible 
publication in the future issue 
ob OST or “CQ? and, Klorida 
Skip. 

The F.C.C., Florida Power and 
Light, both communications and 
engineering departments, C.A.A., 
and many other sources of in- 
formation was obtained, and our 
sincere thanks goes to all those 
who participated in any way in 
helping straighten out the old 
obsolete inadequate ordinance. 

Needless to say, that the hours 
upon hours and money spent dur- 
ing this battle is considered 
worthwhile for the benefit of the 
amateurs. 


Swap, Buy and Sell Through 
FLORIDA SKIP 
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7 Dave Traer, W4AZK, Editor 
P.O. Box 215, Naples, Florida 


Andy Clark, W4IYT, Ass’t Editor 
41 Lenape Frive, Miami Springs 


Hank Hoffman, K4LQS, Pub. 
Naples, Florida 


SEC’s CORNER 


Elsewhere in this issue you will 
find an excellent article written 
by Art Melvin, W4UHY, State 
Communications Officer for Civil 
Defense, also A.R.R.L. Emergency 
Coordinator for Duval County. f 
suggest you read this article care- 
fully as Art has made his point 
very well. 

For your information, I will litt 
the Emergency Coordinators by 
County for Eastern Florida, also 
from Western Florida when avail- 
able. If you reside within any of 
these counties please submit your 
_AREC application to your re=peec- 
tive Emergency Coordinator. 

Alachua, Ken Boynton, V/42ZJZ, 
Rt. 2, Box 662, Gainesville. 

North revard, Harold C. Shar- 
rock, W4UCQ, RFD 1, Box i932), 
Eau Gallie. 

South Brevard, Mrs. Ruth Nis- 
sen, W4BWR, R. D. 2, Box 190, 
Melbourne. 

Broward, Harold W. Bower. 
W4DLM, 1510 N.E. 26th Ave. 
Fort Lauderale. 

Charlotte, Ed Gerson, W4O0EG, 
227 Cross St., Punta Gorda. 

Clay, Mervin Rawley, W4QAS58, 
1814 Idlewild, Green Cove Springs. 

Collier, Dave Traer, W4AZK, 
P.O. Box 215, Naples. 

Columbia, H. G. Parker, W4YNM 
1005 Pennsylvania St., Lake City. 

Dade, Lawrence P. Algeo, K4- 
AHW, 651 East 14th Place, Hia- 
leah. 

Duval, Arthur R. Melvin, W4- 
UHY, 1023 Brandywine St., Jack- 
sonville. 

Since there are so many I will 
continue them next month. As 
stated before “Amateur radio ex- 
ists as a hobby because of the 
service it renders.” 

Andrew C. Clark, W41YT 
SEC Eastern Florida 


FAIR SWAP 

Our thanks to the Editors and 
Publishers of the “Bison”, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. “KPN/KYN” 
Bulletin, Danville, Ky., “Clix”, 


Kansas City, Kansas, “The Mike 
and Key”, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Vir- 
ginia Bulletin”, Fredericksburg, 
Va., “Morning Watch Bulletin,” 
Warrenton, Va., and all the State 
and Local bulletins. We hope you 
enjoy our FLORIDA SKIP. 


TWO METERS 


Strange as it seems there is 
QRM on the two meter band 
around Miami. Stations and more 
new stations are joining the 
VHF’ers: W4KKU-Ed, back af- 
ter a 10 yr. absence along with 
W4FWI-Vance, and his Verticle- 
“J”. New stations to 2 meters 
are KN4RKR-Milton, KN4PMC- 
Marvin, KN40ZZ-Reggie, KN4- 
RDR-Wayne, W4PYC-Bill, W9- 
DYZ/P4-Johnny, and congratu- 
lations to KN4RKU-Mary, XYL 
of W4UEL-Hud. W4EFH-Pete 
has been cross-banding on 75 
meters and 2 and will be all 2 
soon. 


Haven’t heard any complaints 
from W4GJO-Grid in Sarasota on 
not hearing Miami stations; W4- 
UEL-Hud, W4NVF-Roy, W4HZG- 
Smitty, W4ZXL-Bill and W4- 
KKU-Ed are a few of the sta- 
tions getting through to Sara- 
sota on the nightly schedule at 
8:00 pm. On Aug. 15th, KN4- 
PMF-Jerry, worked Grid at 7:30 
a.m. Since Grid is running all of 
300 watts a few of the boys are 
experimenting with higher pow- 
er and improved antennas. 

It was passed along from up 
Virginia way that once again 
the 2 meter distance record has 
been topped by a phone contact 
made from Delaware to Alaska, 
a 4,000 mile hop. More details 
on this later. 

The net contro] station for the 
VHF Flamingo’s is now W4NVF- 
Roy. The VHF Dade Emergency 
Net has W4ZXL-Bill as control 
station. These nets and most sta- 
tions use the frequency of 145.- 
260 me. as a calling fq. The Mi- 
ami Springs Town Hall Station 
K40SQ will be operating on 2 
meters soon. 

The very newest in social 
events is the 2 meter bowling 
bunch. Will keep you posted on 
the scores. There is some talk 
of the fellows and gals trying 
their verticles on roller skates. 
Just bet there will be more hori- 
zontals on the skating rink floor 
than is expected. 

Here’s wishing you many, 
many contacts and lots of DX. 


Ba Gen, Uron-2: 
Lois W4ZXK 


The Original... . 


(Continued from page 1) 


thesis at Harvard. His instructor 
insisted that a copy be sent to 
Senator David I. Walsh, a mem- 
ber of one of the committees 
hearing the bill. The Senator 
was so impressed he sent for 


BARC STARTS CW CLASS 
By Tommy DeBray, K4KRJ 


For local interest and for those 
planning to visit the Fort Laud- 
erdale area, why not drop in on 
a Tuesday night cw and theory 
class? 

We are operating at the Civil 
Defense building behind the Po- 
lice Department for a two hour 
session each and every Tuesday 
night commencing at 7:30 p.m. 

Art, W4UZA, is working real 
hard on the theory class. Fred, 
K4KZG and myself, K4KRJ, are 
instructing code both for the be- 
ginner and the advanced groups. 

Everyone interested is welcome 
and we would like to see a “house 
full” in another few weeks. Here 
is your opportunity to get that 
ew and theory practice for your 
ticket. 

Returning from SM land (Swe- 
den) is Dale, K4HGG. Let’s all 
send him a “welcome to the USA 
ecard.” His adr. is 880 N.W. 6 
Ave., Fort Lauderdale. 

A new Valiant? You guessed 
it. K4KZG, Freddy Sultan is 
really going great guns with that 
rig. (Trying to get grid drive hi) 

Jim, K4HGY, Treasurer of 
BARC, is on his return portion 
from W6 land. Welcome home to 
Florida, you traitor. 

Talked with W4CWV (W4- 
LKM), Annette and Homer — 
Annette you sound like a little 
girl on that rig. 

I would like to know if any 
mobile stations can beat this 


Hyman to appear before the com- 
mittee. He was put on the stand 
and described how the little am- 
ateur station was built and he 
almost cried when he told the 
crowded committee room that if 
the bill went through they would 
have to close up the station be- 
cause they could not afford the 
license fees and all the other re- 
quirements which were set up in 
the bill. 


The debate started and the 
little station HAM became a 
symbol of all the little amateur 
stations in the country crying 
out to be saved from menace and 
greed of the big commercial sta- 
tions who didn’t want them a- 
round. Finally the bill got to 
the floor of Congress and every 
speaker talked about the poor 
little station “HAM”. 

That’s how it all started. You 
will find the whole story in the 
Congressional Record. Nation- 
wide publicity associated station 
HAM with amateurs. From that 
day to this and probably to the 
end of time in radio an amateur 
is a HAM. 


Mike & Key 


QSO record. I talked with K2- 
DVT/1 from 12:40 to 3:15 p.m. 
on August 9, 1957. That’s 2 hours 
and 45 minutes. And Mobile. 
What about it, fellow mobileers? 


K4RKJ, 212 SE 12 St. Fort 
Lauderdale. I wud like to hr 
frm u. 


HURRICANE DRILL 


The Daytona Beach Amateur 
Radio Assn. held its first hurri- 
cane drill on August 3rd. The 
new club call, K4PFN, got a good 
workout. The club station went 
on a 12 hour emergency drill 
beginning at 0700 EST, under 
the direction of Clyde Mashburn, 
W4SDR. The station used auxil- 
iary power and followed an op- 
erating schedule similar to a 
real emergency. 


Weather reports were picked 
up from the local bureau 6 times 
and passed to the Miami Weather 
Burea. Red Cross test messages 
were transmitted to New Smyr- 
na, Bunnel, Miami and Red Cross 
ARC headquarters in Atlanta. 
All communications being handl- 
ed directly with the cities in- 
volved. 


The Halifax Emergency Net 
(HEN) was met three times 
during the test and the Halifax 
Novice net (HNN) was worked 
twice. 


Participating were: W4CNU, 
W4FZV, W4HNV, K4JQI, K4- 
KPF, K4KQO, KN4KRI, K4KUK, 
K4LCF, K4MAB, W9MRA/4, 
KN4OTJ, K4O0VM, KN4OVQ, 
K4PDS, W4SDR, W4TNR, and 
W4UHL. 


Also W4EHW, W4IYT, and 
W4YJE Miami, W4HBO and W4- 
UWE Atlanta plus net controls 
and stations of the three Florida 
phone traffic nets. 


Results show the DBARA E- 
mergency Plan is readily work- 
able and early indications are 
that both the Red Cross and the 
Weather Bureau are _ satisfied 
with the service rendered. 


From IRC “Ama-Chewer”, 
What was your first contact like? 
Were you nervous? One XYL 
made first contact recently with 
moral support of her OM. The 
contact. was with a young man 
in Indianapolis, also a _ novice, 
and the usual conversation via 
cw tok place. When the XYL 
said she was a YL and gave her 
name, the reply was, “O.K. Hon- 
ey, what’s your prone number?” 
The phone number was sent and 
while she was in QSO with a- 
nother local ham, the phone was 
answered by her OM. Latest re- 
ports, he has not called again! 


SPARCYLS 


The regular monthly meeting 
-of SPARCYLS was held Wednes- 
day evening, August 7th, at the 
home of W4TDK-Naomi. Invi- 
tation to the wedding of K4LFA- 
Dorothy Habgood to K4ENW- 
George Davidson, on August 24th 
was read by the Secretary. Fol- 
lowing the meeting, K4LFA was 
honored with a surprise shower. 
A theme of yellow and white was 
carried out by a modernistic yel- 
low watering can, placed in the 
center of the table. A beautiful 
white bow adorned the handle. 
A circular piece of cardboard, 
covered with white crepe paper, 
placed on the spout, which held 
a cluster of white frangipanis, 
served to hold alternate white and 
yellow streamers and at the end 
of each was a gift. Placed be- 
neath the arch of streamers, 
stood a minature bride. K4LFA 
was delighted with the many 
lovely and useful gifts received. 
The remainder of the evening 
was spent “rag-chewing” and 
enjoying the delicious refresh- 
ments, consisting of Tutti-Fruiti 
Marlow, cookies and Hawaiian 
Punch, served by W4TDK-Naomi, 
who was hostess for the month. 

* * * 


SPARCYLS is gradually in- 
creasing its membership, but 
seems to run into difficulty 
keeping their members locally. 
Just welcomed a new novice, 
KN4PPX-Fran into our midst, 
when she finds it necessary to 
move to Fort Lauderdale. Sure 
hate to see her leave St. Pete, 
as she is a very active YL. Good 
luck, Fran, we will be looking 
forward to your promised month- 
ly visits to St. Pete 

* 


* *K 


Rumor has it that SPARCYLS, 
as well as SPARC, will be repre- 
sented at the National ARRL 
and YLRIL Conventions in Chi- 
cago over Labor Day weekend. 
Watch column next month for 
“on the spot” report of Conven- 


tion. 
* * * 


W4BAV-Catherine SPARCYLS 
President, was surprised to re- 
ceive a letter from the South 
African Women’s Radio Club ad- 
vising that she was a member of 
same. ZS2NW-Estelle Murison, 
Cape Province, South Africa, was 
adopted by the SPARCYLS 
through YLRL. Estelle, in ap- 
preciation, sponsored W4BAV’s 
membership in their Club which 
will entitle her to receive their 
bi-monthly bulletin the “YL 
Beam”. Copy of their Constitu- 
tion enclosed was found very in- 
‘teresting to SPARCYLS mem- 


bers. 
* * * 


SPARCYLS members were dis- 
appointed they did not get to 
see W4GXZ-Blanche and her OM, 
W4COW-Wes, when they made 
a hurried trip through this area 
before leaving for New Jersey. 
W4WPD-Shirley and her OM, 
W4UFR-Ear! were the only lucky 
ones to see them, as Blanche and 
Wes were in Tampa over Wed- 
nesday night. Good luck Blanche 
and Wes, we are sorry to see 
you leave Florida, but glad Wes 
is back from Alaska and can be 
with his family again. Six months 
will soon pass and we will be 
looking forward to your return. 

* * * 

Any YLS visiting or passing 
through St. Petersburg are asked 
to contact one of the SPARCYLS 
members, as the girls would like 
to meet them and, if possible, 
arrange a little get-together dur- 
ing their stay. W4BIL-Fran Fo- 
ley; W4TDK-Naomi Spence or 
W4BAV-Catherine Seeds may be 
contacted at their homes in the 
evenings. During the day, W4BAV 
can be reached at the St. Peters- 
burg Times, office of the morn- 
ing newspaper. 

* * * 

K4LFA-Dorothy, fired up the 
Valiant and joined the Bustle 
Net on their Friday night sched- 
ule. FB, Dottie, sounded good 
and we hope as vacations are 
over and cooler weather ap- 
proaches, the Bustle Net will be 
more active. Even some of the 
boys don bustles and call in. Hi! 


Your Contribution... 
(Continued from page 1) 


man, who is looking to the newer 
portions of the spectrum to pro- 
vide additional channels of com- 
munications. 

Each of these is an important 
phase of amateur radio and de- 
serves the attention of each ama- 
teur to the extent he feels in- 
terested in them. However, of all 
of these, the one dealing with 
emergency communications is the 
one bearing the highest import- 
ance to each and every radio 
amateur. Your participation in 
this portion of the amateur radio 
field should be of vital concern 
to you. It is the top contribution 
to amateur radio we can perform. 

Our very lives may be depend- 
ent upon the devotion to emer- 
gency communications of a sin- 
gle radio amateur, his being com- 
pletely ready to accept and dis- 
charge his self-elected desire to 
help his neighbor. 

Being emergency conscious is 
just common sense, and good 
thinking, for each of us to be 
ready when needed to give the 
finest contribution and service 
we can for the benefit of the 
public and for the good of ama- 
teur radio. 

Art Melvin, W4UHY 
State CD Comm. Ofer. 


Cigars from Mark and Betty, 
K4GYJ, proud parents of a male 
harmonic. 


ORLANDO RAMBLINGS 
K4AKQ, Ace W4BKC, Hal 


Smitty, W4 DQA gave a very 
interesting account of his so- 
journ in KS4 land, Swan Island, 
where he was the only ham on 
the island for 90 days. He had 
some real good color slides which 
gave us a very good idea of what 
that rugged DX country looks 
like. We also saw that drooping 
20 Meter beam which he con- 
structed, and with which he made 
all those contacts while he was 
there. Sure glad to have you back 
with the gang again Smitty. 

Tommy W4 WTE was admitted 
to the O.A.R.C. Inc. and got him- 
self the job of being Net Control 
on the 10 Meter Net all in the 
same night. Congrats Tommy, 
know you will do a good job. 

More newcomers to the area: 
Len W1 AJU/4, Bill W4 ZQL, 
Bud W4 QCHE, Charlie K8 BKX/4 
and his wife K8 BKW/4. Newt, 
K4 IRE from Ocala is now liv- 
ing in Orlando and will teach 
automotive Mechanics to the stu- 
dents at Boone High School when 
school reopens, glad to have you 
join the gang Newt, lots of good 
luck in your teaching job. 


Heard on 40 meters — “Bill 
did you hear that station say 
something about a hurricane?” 
“Yep, do you sppose we should 
ask Mac to alert the CEN?” 
Voice—“Simmer down you guys, 
I was talking about Hurricane 
Jackson the boxer.” SILENCE. 


Dave W4TOD says that the 
Orange Co. CD expects delivery 
of the International panel truck 
soon. The Gonset ‘66’s’” and 
“77’s” have arrived, one pair 
will be installed in the CD trailer 
the other pair in the Truck, which 
will help our communications net- 
work quite a bit and give us two 
more positions, for traffic hand- 
ling. 

Cliff, W4 CFA is the proud 
owner of a new vertical, all band 
antenna, seems to be doing O.K. 
with it too, nice going Cliff. 

Information for the newcomers 
to this area. The Orlando Ama- 
teur Radio Club Inc. meets the 
second Tuesday of the month, 
8 p.m. at the Red Cross Building 
corner Jackson and Liberty Sts. 
George W4 TEE, President 
Keith K4 KNB First V.P., Erni+ 
K4 HXP Second V.P., Dan K4 
HZM Secretary and Harold W4 
QN Treasurer. 


Florida Skip 


SILVER SPRINGS 
RADIO CLUB 


The rains have stopped, and 
the heat is with us again. How- 
ever, our training program for 
prospective Hams continues. Sey- 
eral have sent for exams and 
others will be ready next week. 
Trainees are Lloyd Adams Jr.; 
Kelly Reese; Billy Wood; Pete 
Close; Walter Yongue Sr.; Wal- 
ter Yongue Jr.; W. E. Bailey; 
David Laird. The Boy Scout 
troop of Anthony will begin their 
training next week. Seems that 
the Club will have to enlarge its 
present quarters. 

Plans for the Annual Hamfest, 
Ist Sunday in June are getting 
into shape. We have already re- 
ceived some door prizes, and 
others will be coming in right 
along. We will have a slam-bang 
time come next June. 

W4HCQ has finished touring 
and is back with us again and 
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continues smashing S _ meters 
with his KW. 
W4DVR_ is moving another 


KW rig in the shack to be used 
strictly for CW, what with an- 
other rig using a pair of 813’s 
and a couple of spare transmit- 
ters — the shack will soon be 
filled. 

K4CZL is home this week from 
roaming around with the FPC, 
lugging his mammoth § trailer 
from place to place, the XYL 
Virginia and the Harmonics go 
with him when he is on the road. 

K4ANJ has finally gotten his 
feet back to earth and the newest 
harmonic is growing fine and 
will no doubt teethe on a Mike, 
just as little Johnny did. 

W4AKA is still chasing grim- 
lins in two-way radio systems 
as serviceman for this area. 
Some of the 450 Me stuff—gives 
him a pain in the neck. Stick 
to it Tom, we are behind you. 

W4ASF has had his vacation 
and has settled down as code 
instructor for our prospective 
hams. Actually he needs a week 
to rest up after his vacation. 

K4CMK has been chasing all 
over to find the club meetings— 
come on out to Oak Cresser every 
Tuesday and Friday nite. 

K4IRE has moved to Orlando 
to be a Professor of automotive 
adaptations in the Orange County 
Vocational School. Good luck 
Prof. By the way he will soon 
be Papa again. 

Miami weather bureau predicts 
8 hurricanes within the next 30 
days. Trim your lamps boys and 
keep gas in the Emerg. Gen. 
Seems K4ANJ is getting ready 
— he is erecting an additional 
40 meter antenna. He only has 
six up now — poor boy. He is 
an ANCS for the CEN. 
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TRAFFIC TOPICS 
By Rick Rutan, K4BNE 


Pretty soon the ranks of ham- 
dom will be swelled by addition 
of about 110 new ticket holders 
if members of two classes are 
successful in their final goals. 


K4MCL at the Marine Corps 
Supply Center at Albany, Ga., 
reports that they have a class 
going for future operators with 
about ten students, under the 
tutelage of net member Bill. 

The other class is at Home- 
stead AFB with Pete, K4FFT 
(WiWLC) and W4FEH doing the 
instructing for 100 hopefuls. 

W4DTV/4, Bob, reports the 
compiling of a Dade County han 
index with publication date set 
for the near future. Bob tells us, 
too, that the station carrying 
his portable call will soon be 
the center of a flurry of amateur 
radio activity. As soon as their 
new antenna posts are erected 
they will be monitoring 29.5 Mc., 
147 Mce., and 7230 Ke. during the 
daylight hours. Any ham_ mo- 
biling toward the city of the 
“Outstretched Palm” will find 
directory service on those fre- 
quencies for Miami and the Dade 
County area. 


Couple of fine Florida hams 
are leaving us, and we’ll miss 
them very sorely. Blanche and 
Wes Randalls of Jax, W4GXZ 
and W4COW, are moving to New 
Jersey. Hope they’ll remember 
that we “dinners” can copy New 
Jersey on all bands under the 
right conditions, and will at least 
try to call us occasionally. (Or 
at least, shoot us some traffic 
on the NTS nets.) 


W4TY, Bob Fenimore and his 
wife are on a mobiling vacation 
to the Adirondack Mountains of 
New York State. Bob put a new 
Elmac rig in the car a day or so 
before they departed and will be 
on the air as /2 as soon as they 
can get to N.Y. and put the fin- 
ishing touches to the rig. 


We’ve a list of new NCS’s for 
the FMTN now. Helping hands 
have been extended by Joe, K4- 
AYX; Ace, K4AKQ; Smitty, K4- 
CXW; Bill, K4CJE; Ken, W4- 
SMK; Pete, K4FFT; and Clay, 
K4FDN. These steady traffic 
men are the guys who help make 
this net a sucess by distributing 
the work. V2 need YOUR help, 
too, even if it is only to check 
in every day (or as often as pos- 
sible) to find out if we have 
traffic for your area of com- 
munication, 

Unusual conditions in the past 


few weeks have presented a con- 
dition probably unique in ham- 
dom. We have two traffic nets 
operating simultaneously on the 
same frequency. A net which 
takes in the Carolinas and a few 
neighboring states has been com- 
ing through occasionally on 72380. 
They present very little inter- 
ference in Florida, and appar- 
ently we are not breaking them 
up badly enough for them to 
cease operation, either. This 
seems to me to be a lesson on 
ham harmony. We understand the 
difficulties presented by moving 
a net to a new frequency, so with 
a little patience and a lot of un- 
derstanding on the part of all 
net members of both nets, we all 
get along just fine... and most 
important . . . both nets get their 
traffic passed. Of course, we hope 
the skip conditions will change, 
so that the little interference 
now heard will disappear. No 
further word on Art, W4BNM, 
but we’re waiting for his return 
at any moment. 


K4BNE/4, an emergency sta- 
tioned outlined in last month’s 
issue, is now in operation from 
the sixth floor of the Times 
Building in downtown St. Peters- 
burg. Apathy on the part of the 
city fathers to approve a plan 
submitted by local hams has led 
to the formation of this station 
to be ready in the event of a 
major disaster in this corner of 
Florida. 


Hard-working hams from the 
SPARC have tried several times 
to get city approval of RACES 
plans and have been running in- 
to a blank wall for several years. 
Notable among the workers have 
been EC Marvy Kaniss, W4WPF; 
Bill Foley, W4WMC and Morgan 
McSheehy, W4FPC W4SHA., 


The gear currently in use at 
K4BNE/4 was graciously loaned 
by Mac until other arrangements 
could be completed. The plan at 
present is for the new station to 
check into the net as often as 
possible with volunteer operators 
who will normally operate dur- 
ing disaster conditions. Don’t be 
surprised if a YL voice or two 
checks in, either. We have a 
couple of gal volunteers who are 
qualified operators. 

W4DTV_ and several Miami 
hams have been bucking “City 
Hall” for a long time on the 
question of zoning regulations 
against amateurs’ erecting an- 
tenna poles. Wonder what the 
latest development is in their 
case. Perhaps other hams will 
encounter the same problems and 
the Dade County boys’ experience 
will be of aid in getting through 
the red tape. 

I am proud to have been ap- 
pointed acting manager of the 


FRIENDS THROUG#' 


AMATEUR RADIO 
By Tommy De Bray, K4KRJ 


No doubt many of the experi- 
ences a ham may have, his most 
thrilling adventure is to meet a 
fellow operator in person. One 
that he has QSO’d with many 
times, especially. This we call 
“having an eyeball QSO”. This 
has always been by greatest in- 
terest. 


When I was novice, I used to 
QSO with Tom, K4COO, in Au- 
burndale, Florida, almost every 
day. In fact we held the fre- 
quency around 7.175 for about 
an hour each time we contacted. 

And then one day Tom asked 
me to come up some time to see 
him and his rig. Well, within a 
few weeks, I was up there for 
a visit to his little town. What 
a thrilling experience to shake 
the hand of a person you don’t 
really know — but then again 
you do know him. 


Last week, I returned to Au- 
burndale and revisited Tom, his 
son, Tom and wife. It was real 
coincidental that there were three 
Toms and all three “hams’’. We 
three, K4COO, ex-VE8DIF, K4- 
KRJ, spent many hours behind 
the rig. COO es DIF worked 
lower cw on 15 es I worked 15 
fone. Just can’t get used to cw 
anymore (ask K4KZG). 

Had it not been for amateur 
radio, I would not have met Tom 
and his friends and family. 

Now then, just stop and pon- 
der for a few moments. Think 


how challenging it is to simply © 


throw a switch and talk to an- 
other fellow in another part of 
the country or world. How ex- 
citing for the first DX station 
on ew and how even more in- 
teresting on fone. 

Our little idols, QRM es QSB 
are always around to pester the 
receiver, but what relaxation to 
sit back and talk to Antonio or 


FMTN, a job which I will try to 
perform to the best of my ability. 
Suggestions for greater efficien- 
cy ...and for greater enjoyment 
of our hobby through net work- 
ings ... are always welcome. 


Vacation time is drawing to a 
close, and returnees include net 
members W4DVR, W4PJU, K4- 
CJE, and Clay who is cheif op. 
at K4FDN. Welcome home, fel- 
lers, hope y’all enjoyed your 
rests. 

Looks like I also drew the task 
of writing this column for a 
while, so shoot the news to me 
on the net, and it'll be in the 
Skip as soon as publication is 
possible. 


Bud or Bill in different parts 
of the land. 

Antonio says it is ramming in 
Columbia, South America, and — 
condx aren’t too good. Bill, over 
in Texas, is worried about the 
drought and just bought a trans- — 
mitter. And Bud, up in VOL land ~ 
is sitting out on a cliff looking i 
down into a picturesque valley — 
as he talks to us. Or Ken, out — 
in Washington. His mobile unit — 
is finished and wants us to help 
him test it on the air. 


For the operator-to-be, novice 
or Old Timer, amateur radio of- 
fers a new plateau of thrills. 
A new scope of entertainment on 
each call. You are talking to a 
fellow just across town now. 
You know him, his thoughts and 
ideas, his voice, his age and per- 
sonality. He has had a hard time 
“making ends meet” as they say, 
but personally he is the finest 
man you'd ever want to meet. 
His voice carries cheerfulness 
and never a disgrundled pause. 
He is happy, but yet you know 
what he is up against. 

Then there’s Mitch. Lets see, 
Mitch is out in Nebraska. He’s 
another fine guy. Always a 
bright word for everyone. But 
you don’t know him like you 
know Jim. 


Turn back thru the pages of 
your log. What contacts stick 
out in your mind? You never 
had an unfriendly QSO, did you? 
Because ham radio is in a world 
or atmosphere of it’s own. Even 
though it does reflect the indi- 
viduals’ personality — it reflects 
a personality and meaning in 
such a different sense. 

I have stopped after a fb QSO 
and thought how wonderful it 
was to have been able to talk 
to that fellow “on the other end” 
to know him, and to trade cards 
with him. 

Please let us be thankful we 
are living where we are. To have 
such splendid freedoms to be 
able to speak, write, and worship 
as we care to do. To have our 
free elements of sunshine, rain 
and life. 

And through the wonder of 
amateur radio let us help each 
other to live a better, clean, and 
cheerful life and someday meet 
that fellow who always has the 
smile in his voice. 


Russ, K4BCN, is the new NCS 
for the “Graveyard Net.” 


K4PAE, Bill, has had to have 
a hip operation. Good luck OM. 


Bud,K4EIK, is in the Marine 
Corps and has moved the XYL; 
Doris and the children to Lawtey, 
Fla. 


SWABUSEL 
NOTE: Florida Skip does not 
assume any responsibility for 
condition, price, etc. of any item 
listed in this column. 


This column is FREE to any Li- 
censed Radio Amateur. There is no 
limit to the number of items an 
individual may list. All listings are 
cancelled each month. If your list- 
ing is not moved, it will be neces- 
sary to relist the following month. 


WANTED: DX-100 must be really 
TVI’d and reasonably priced, also 
Tow pass filter, Johnson matchbox, 
10-15-20 meter beam. J. W. Donhue, 
K4PNY, 537 ~N.W. 34th ‘Terrace, 
Gainesville. 


WANTED: HQ1I400X — HQ100, HQ- 
iOS or INCi83p" or any Collins 75A 
series. Will swap Kodak retina LLL 
C, 35MM camera with built-in ex- 
posure meter, range finder, BC flash 
gun and case. F2 lens. This camera 
is almost new and is German made. 
This ad came to Florida Skip with- 
out name, call or address. Will all 
interested parties write Andrew C. 
Clark, W41YT, 41 Lenape Drive, Mi- 
ami Springs and ole Andy will get 
you together. 


FOR SALE: Harvey Wells TBS50-D 
complete with Harvey Wells VFO 
and heavy duty power supply. BC34s8 
receiver. Hallicrafters 2 meter re- 
ceiver. Electronic bug. Miscellaneous 
tubes and parts. Come and get it -—- 


$195.5 W. Wr King, -W4IVM, 5501 
N. W. 12th Ave., Miami 37. 
FOR SALE: Heathkit AT-1 with a 


heavy duty transformer outside of 
ease. Heathkit AC-1 antenna coupler, 
both items in excellent condition, 
$35.00 for the pair with 4 novice band 
erystals. Heathkit model V-6 VTVM 
eomplete with probes, in excellent 
condition, $18.00. James Butcher, K4- 
Geep- P.O.’ Box 774, Perrine. 


WANTED:: Jones Micromatch, Cesco 
reflectometer, etc. Also J-38 or similar 
key. Bob, W4PBH, 7841 S. W. 50th 
Ct., Miami 43. MO6-4500 


FOR SALE: 1 Argonne m-131 crystal 
mike, like JT-30 in perrfect condition 
$5.00- Set of B & W No. 3975 balun 
coils mounted on aluminum plate with 
connectors ready to use, $6.00. B &W 
low pass filter never used or taken 
out of box, $12.00. Bob, W4PBH, 7841 
S. W. 50th Ct., Miami 438. MO6-4500. 


FOR SALE: Complete mobile rig 
Gonset Commander transmitter 1.7 
thru 54 me. Gonset Super 6, noise 
limiter, Coax relay, VFO, mike, push- 
to-talk, starter solenoid, dynamotor 
and filter, has fiber glass whip and 
metal body mount and coax, cables 
and bracket. Sell complete station 
$162.00. Bill Peden, W4ZCD, 3452 S. W. 
76th Ave., Miami. M0O6-9560 


FOR SALE: Morrow Converter, 5PR- 
2 mounted bracket, instruction man- 
ual. Used only 31 days. Sold new for 
$79.95. My price $40.00. Sherman F. 
Andis, W4OXW, 314 East 16th St, 
Hialeah. 


FOR SALE: Panadapter Model PCA-2 
complete with instruction handbook. 
Needs minor repairs. $.00 BC522 re- 
ceiver complete with tubes $12.00. 
BC522 transmitter with tubes $15.00. 
Hickok Oscillograyth Model REFO-5 
new condition with manual $40.00. 
Power supply 110 VAC input, 1000 
VDC at 350 Ma. also with 2.6 VAC 
windings at 8A and 12V DC at 3A. 
Commercial built very heavy parts 
throughout, relay control on _ high 
voltage, stands 7 inches high in stan- 
dard 19 inch panal. $10.00 Andrew C. 
Clark, W4IYT, 41 Lenape Drive, Mi- 
ami Springs. TUS8-3874 


W4DWN, Walt, and K4CYF, 
Dora, are the proud owners of 
W.A.S. certificates. 


BANDSPREAD CLUB PICNIC 


I had hopes of talking some- 
one into giving a full report on 
the club sponsored picnic held 
last month, but somehow or other 
didn’t quite make the grade. So, 
ye ’ole editor will make with a 
few well chosen comments (?). 


KEEP a Record of your Ham visit- 
ors. Ham guest register’ books. $2 
postpaid. W4PJU. Box 1253, Clewis- 
ton. i 


FOR SALE: Knight Tape Recorder. 
$45. W4ZXL, Miami Springs. 


FOR SALE: Radio Specialities tri- 
bander beam in original carton $95, 
Eldico antenna scope, new, $22.50. 
Johnson SWR bridge complete with 
meter $14.00. W4PJU, Box 1253, 
Clewiston. 


FOR SALE: Elmac AF-67, $140, 
W4ZXL, Miami Springs. 


FOR SALE: Vibra-pack, six volts, 
400-500 volt out. $20. W4ZXL, Miami 
Springs 


FOR SALE: Stancor ST203-A xmtr 
10 meters new $30. Meissner EX 
shifter with NFM and power supply 
$30. Prop pitch motor and trans. $30. 
New pr. 2C39A tubes, $12. DuMont 
274 scope (5 in.) $35. Power xfmr 
2500-0-2500 at 350 mils $15. Wilcox 


CWs: revr modified as xtal control 
ime. fixed with diagram $15. Pr. 
110 vac selsyns No. 43, $15. TU6B 


3 to 4.5 me. $3.50. 6 volt dynamotor 
425v at 375ma. $10. New Kenyon 
T442 univ. mod. trans. 300 watts $15. 
20 hy. 250 ma. 6000v ins. choke $7. 
New PP plate to line and line to 
PP class B grids, 15 watt, both for 
$7.50. New Thor. 3 mike input to 
PP grids with PP grids—including 
built-in 300-3000 cycle filter, $3. All 
FOB W4DRK, Orlando. 


FOR SALE: Leece-Neville 
nator, 100 amp. 6v, complete, 
W4ZXL, Miami Springs. 


FOR SALE: Heath “Q” 
$6, W4ZXL, Miami 


Alter- 
$30. 


multiplier, 
Springs. 


PERSONAL: 
Dear Finders-Keepers : 
Thanks for past favors, I have a 
problem that I hope you can help 
me with. 
I have two brothers. One brother is 
a ham operator. The other was just 
sentenced to the electric chair for 
murder, Several relatives have died 
from insanity. My father sells nar- 
cotics. My sisters are always in 
trouble. Recently I met a girl who 
was just released from a reforma- 
tory where she served time on six 
different counts. and I want to 
marry her. 
My problem is this: 
Should I tell her about my brother 
who is a ham operator? 
L. Q. Slopoth 
FOR SALE: “Q” fiver with plug in 
power supply, $15, W4AZK, Box 215 
Naples. 


SALE: AVT-12A Trans. 


FOR and 


new matching revr. 2300-6700 ke. 
6, 12 or 24 volts input. $20, W4ZXL, 
Miami Springs. 

FOR SALE: Hallicrafters S-53A in 
good condition, $40. W4AZK, Box 
215, Naples. 


FOR SALE: TE-Craft 2 meter con- 
verter, 14 to 18 me. IF, $22. BC-639 
revr. 100-156me. $40. W4ZXL, Miami 
Springs. 


FOR SALE: ASB-7 Indicator plus 
spare 5BP4, $5. Experimental power 
supply plus and minus voltages, $15. 
Plate trans. 760-0760 at 600 mils 
$7.50. 3 829-B’s plus 2 sockets $10. 
Power trans. 600-0-600 at 300 mils 
plus two 6.3v windings, $12.50. 115ac 
power supply, six or twelve volt 
DC; output 250vde at 80 mils, $7.50. 
BC-454 3-6me. like new, not con- 
verted, $4.50. Marvin Ross, Box 483, 
Melbourne. 


First of all, for those of you who 
missed it ... Phffft! Admittedly, 
historians probably won’t record 
this as one of the major events in 
the 20th century, however I feel 
the annals of EARS will reflect 
that this was one of the finest 
outings we’ve ever had. All we 
did was swim in the emerald 


Gulf, relax on the glistening 
beach, absorb the golden sun- 
shine, inhale the _ salt-scented 


ocean breezes, moisten parched 
palates with sparkling brew, 
over-indulge in savory morsels 
of food, and last but by far not 
least, attempt to swap that ‘junk- 
box gem’ to one’s best buddy for 
his brand new 75A-4. And what’s 
more, I think all of us met a 
heck of a lot of nice people. I 
can’t imagine what it takes to 
bring some of you characters out 
of your cocoons, but take it from 
me if you missed it, you 
FLUBBED. 


To continue on for a moment, 
the brilliant success of the ven- 
ture was primarily due to the 
efforts of one individual, Jack 
W4SMM. He furnished the Gulf 
of Mexico, transportation (more 
thrills than a dozen roller coast- 
ers), chef service, shelter, and 
I don’t know what all else. Think 
we all owe Jack a unanimous vote 
of thanks — so too, the others 
who actively worked to make 
this a real FB venture. 


EGLIN AMATEUR 


RADIO SOCIETY 


The Eglin Amateur Radio So- 
ciety (E.A.R.S.) participated in 
Operation Alert, 1957, furnish- 
ing communications to Civil De- 
fense directors in all major pop- 
ulation centers in Okaloosa Coun- 
ty. Time of operation was from 
0900 to 1700 CDST, 12 July, 1957. 


Operators and equipment were 
deployed as follows: 

Fort Walton Beach, City Hall. 
Mobiles, W4CPE, K4KOE, W4- 
CEW. Operators: K4CUC, K4- 
BVE. Equipment: Hallicrafter 5- 
10 revr; homemade 50 watt xmtr, 
all in portable case, belonging to 
E.A.R.S. 

Valparaiso: CD Center. Mobiles 
K4MTQ, W4BPJ. 

Niceville, City Hall. Operators: 
W4RKH, W5BJZ, K4LFR. Equip- 
ment: mobile of W4RKH, operat- 
ing on AC power entirely. 

Crestview, County Court House. 
Mobiles: W4SMM, W4MFY. Op- 
erators: K4ADM, W40CG, W4- 
CMJ. Equipment: DX-100 _ be- 
longing to E.A.R.S.; HQ-129x be- 
longing to W4MFY. 

Eglin Air Force Base,, MARS 
Station: Operator, K4GTL. 

All operation was conducted 
on 29,560 ke. Traffic was princi- 
pally from the County Civil De- 
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fense Director’s office in wrest- 
view to the other towns aud a- 
reas, and return. Area covered 
is approximately 30 x 60 miles. 

The Eglin MARS Station was 
used to relay messages between 
stations that could not copy each 
other. 


At the end of the exercise, CD 
officials expressed approval of 
the communications furnished. It 
is hoped that a RACES plan can 
be implemented in this county 
in the near future, with some 
radio equipment to be furnished 
by county authorities. 


SOUTH MIAMi RADIO CLUB 


Regular meetings of the South 
Miami Radio Club is held the 
first and third Fridays of each 
Month. Bob Kelly, W4UWP, is 
secretary and sends out bi-month- 
ly cards to new and old members. 

Happenings as of late: Chet 
Driest, K4MJC, just returned 
from a vacation with XYL and 
reports no QSO’s. Main reason? 
No rig in that new Bel Aire of 
his. 

Congrats to W4ZCD, Bill Peden, 
who is on ten all the time since 
he got his ticket. Mark Albury, 
W4SJZ, SMRC President, now 
on the air again with a Viking 
11 & that new RME 4350 of his. 

Another member who has be- 
come active is Jim Harrison, 
W4TFT. K4KIC mighty happy 
over his new Tech license and 
has been busy on six. Dad “Doc” 
Butcher and son Jim, KN4MLX, 
doing double duty on 40 and 15 
lately after clearing antenna 
trouble. Dick Caplano, K4KEG, 
has a new receiver and works 10 
through 40 with no trouble. 

Anyone who can’t find John 
Porter lately, W4KGJ, might try 
scouting around two meters. 

SMRC’ers wish to extend their 
appreciation to the Editors of 
Florida Skip for the wonderful 
job being done to promote and 
further activate amateur radio 
in Florida. One hundred per cent 
subscription is pledged by the 
club. Vive-president Bud Frazier, 
W4RNV, on vacation. 


SUMPIN NEW 


The U.S. Signal Corps is de- 
veloping a self contained trans- 
mitter/receiver built in a slight- 
ly oversized helmet. Both units 
are operated from a _ built-in 
solar battery which has a life- 
span of about a year. The corps 
claims this to be the smallest 
transmitter-receiver combination 
in the world. Any takers? 
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WESTERN FLORIDA 


RACHS activity has not been 
too great in this part of the state. 
I believe Leon (Tallahassee) and 
Escambia (Pensacola) counties 
are the only ones with RACES 
plans approved. A plan for OKa- 
loosa county (Fort Walton) was 
completed about August 1 and 
sent to headquarters in 
Jacksonville for review. It is 
hoped that this plan will be ap- 
proved in the near future. 

The Pensacola Amateur Radio 
Club held a picnic and small 
hamfest Sunday, August 11, at 
Civitan Park in Warrington. A- 
bout 50 hams and their families 
were present, from Pensacola, 
Fort Walton, Mobile, Ala., and 
other surrounding areas. There 
were several contests, including 
a hidden transmitter hunt, and 
many fine prizes. 

Effort is continuing to link 
amateurs on the Northwest Flor- 
ida, Alabama, and Mississippi 
Gulf coast with a common eall- 
ing and working frequency. The 
frequency is 29.560 mce., and is 
in use in Panama City, Fort Wal- 
ton Beach, Pensacola, and Mo- 
bile, Alabama. Polarization is 
chiefly vertical, to permit better 
contact with the many mobiles 
in the area. Even with non-di- 
rectional antennas, contact is 
made between the above towns, 
up to 60 miles apart. 

It is hoped that Biloxi hams 
and others in West Florida will 
adopt this frequency. Mobiles 
passing through are urged to 
call in, and signs. to this effect 
have been erected on the high- 
ways around Pensacola and Fort 
Walton Beach. 

Again this year, the Fort Wal- 
ton Beach Jaycees are sponsor- 
ing a water ski marathon as part 
of their Labor Day Billy Bowlegs 
festival. Attempt will be made 
to break the world record of 250 
miles for water skiing. 

Hams will furnish communi- 
cations and progress reports a- 
long the route, from New Orleans 
to Fort Walton. It is hoped that 
a 10m station can be put aboard 
the towing boat, to give continous 
position information. 


p heap 
Svate 


DADE EMERGENCY NET 
By K4AHW 


The Dade Emergency Net held 
an informal dinner August 13 
at Del Monico’s in Miami. 36 
members and guests were pres- 
ent with K4BLM doing a- good 
job as master of ceremonies. 
W4SJZ did an excellent job plan- 
ning the dinner. 

Short addresses were given by 
W4KGJ Sem E. Fla. W4IYT 


ARRL EC for Marion. 


John O. Williams, K4ANJ Ocala 


Alternate NCS for Coastal Emergency 


Net (CEN) which meets on the second Sunday of each month 


on 7205 ke. 
and Emergency Nets daily. 
Silver Springs Radio Club. 


NOVICE GET-TO-GETHER 


Well fellows, just made it 
again this month. I’m in New 
Jersey on my vacation and did 
not get much of a chance to 
listen on the bands. 

KN4MPW, Richard in Miami 
just left 40 meters to give 2 a 
try. (He’ll be back.) This month 
we have KN4QBQ, Jim of Sara- 
sota with a new NC-88 and a 
Terry of Jacksonville with a DX- 
Terry of acksonville with a DX- 
385 and an SX-99. 

We hear KN4PWS, Harry at 
the Orlando Air Force Base with 
a BC-610 running 75 watts and 
an SP-600. Huh? 75 watts from 
a BC-610? The “610” is running 
into a rhombic. He puts in a pret- 
ty good signal. 

Two fellows putting in 599 
signals are KN4PWE from Mo- 
bile, Ala., with an AT-1 and a 
S-38, also KN4OUT, Jim, and 
Marvin KN4PGY from Albany, 
Ga. is usually heard on the bands 
quite a bit with a DX-35 and 
S-40A. Hi 

Well, that’s it for this month. 
Lets send me those news and 
views on yourself. BSNU on 40 
meters. Send your news to Gor- 
don Jones, KN4LQV, 15550 N.W. 
27th Place, Miami, Fla. 


Sec E. Fla., W4DLM Ec Broward 
Co., K4AAHW Ee Dade Co. and 
W4DTV of Races. A honorary 
Dade Emergency Net certificate 
was unanimously awarded to 
W4DLM. 

Highlights of the dinner were 
thé opportunities, to meet with 
members of the net “eyeball to 


John has two children. 


He can be found on all TFC 


He is an active member of the 


FLORIDA PHONE 
TRAFFIC NET 


The total number of messages 
handled on the FPTN for the 
month of July was 241. Daily 
traffic runs about eight messages 
durng the summer time. 

This net covers east Florida 
with a few hardy souls in Georgia 
and west Florida. Miami and 
Jacksonville semm eo be the 
most difficult to make traffic de- 
liveries to on this net. 

Statons calling in most con- 
sistently are: W4FPC, St. Pete; 
DDW, Kissimmee; WS, Deland; 
DVR, Ocala; PZT, Okeechobee; 
QCP, San Mateo; LAW, Tampa; 
ANJ, Ocala; BWR, Melbourne; 
CO2UG, Havana; AHZ, Ft. Lau- 
derdale; SGY, Lakeland; BVG, 
Orlando; DWI, Orlando; SDR, 
Daytona; KGJ, Miami; K4MTP, 
Thonotosassa; FDH, Orlando A- 
FB; CZL/4; BMY, Winter Park; 
AZK, Naples; K4LCF, New Sym- 
rna Beach; K4LVE, Valdosta; 
MXN, Port St. Joe, WIKFQ, 
Tampa; (et al) 

Incdentally if anyone wants to 
be NCS of FPTN — please let 
him say so, even on a part-time 
basis. I have been NC for 
YEARS! 


Ken, W4LMT 


eyeball,” to receive the very wel- 
come news that W4EHW is re- 
suming traffic activities, to meet 
the gang from Ft. Lauderdale 
and to watch K4ENN eat. From 
all indications Dade County has 
quite a few chow hounds down 
this-a-way. 


FLORADORA’S XYL’s 


CHIT - CHAT 
By Dot, W4UF 


Ellen, K4GWF, is now func- 
tioning as the sec’y-treas. of the 
group in the place of Blanche, 
W4GXZ, who has left for N. J. — 
with OM for a six-month’s stay. — 

Janis, K4IRZ, and OM, Burch, 
K4CHB, visited Viv, K4OYB, in 
Canova Beach and Ruth, W4BWR 
in Melborne during a vacation 
trip in late July. Then they con- 
tinued to Key West in pursuit of 
some more good fishing. 

Ruth, W4BWR, has recently 
been elected activities chairman 
of the Brevard Amateur Radio 
Society. Congrats, Ruth. 

The Floradora YL’s have a new 
member, KN4PPX, Fran Contin- 
ello of St. Petersburg. She re- 
ceived her novice license last June 
11th, and by July 30th had al- 
ready QSO’d 34 states with 26 
confirmed. as well as En- 
gland, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, 
Canada, and the Canal Zone. 
That’s fine going, Fran, we hope 
you get your general soon and 
can join us on the net. 


SCM MEETS WITH 


MANATEE CLUB 


By W4TAS 
' Thirty members of the Manatee 
Amateur Radio Club and guests — 
were present on the night of Aug. 
29 when John Porter, W4KGJ 
Sections Communications Manag- 
er for ARRL, was guest speak- 
er at the club’s regular meeting. 

Arriving from Miami early in 
the afternoon he was supper 
guest of W4TAS, before meeting 
with the amateurs — the first 
SCM to ever pay the local club 
a visit. 

Members were interested in 
learning the duties of the SCM, 
that he is elected by ARRL mem- | 
bers. Porter reported that over 
40% of ARRL memberships in 
the S. E. Division are in the 
Eastern Florida section. After he 
pointed out the various appoint- 
ments he must make in his offi- 
cial capacity, the meeting was 
closed and an open forum was 
held. 


The speaker was introduced by 
the Manatee club president, Hoyt 
Heard, W4ZRV, who also express- 
ed appreciation to the  out-of- 
town guests present. Ten ama- 
teurs came up from Sarasota to 
attend the meeting. Everyone pre- 
sent thought that John’s coming 
to Bradenton and his informal 
talk at the meeting gave a better 
understanding of how the League 
operates and the vastness of its 
activity. 


Form 3547 Reavested 
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H. J. Smith, K4CXW, 


HURRICANE ADVISORIES 


If you want to receive the 
latest hurricane advisories FAST, 
try tuning the C. A. A. station 
“WBR” on the following schedule. 
8140 ke and 13624 ke runs 24 
hours a day. 4061 ke runs from 
2000 to 0500 EST and 18765 ke 
from 0800 to 1730 EST. The 
Weather Bureau advisories are 


sent at about 18 WPM between 
0500 and 0530, 1100 and 1130, 
1700 and 1730, also 2300 and 
2330 EST. Copy this schedule 
off on a card and keep it handy 
if you want some good code prac- 
tice and the latest hurricane info. 
WBR is located in Miami. 


Fort Pierce, EC for St. Lucie County 
Active on FMTN. 


DISASTER 


All Florida amateurs should 
soberly read the article bluntly 
entitled “DISASTER” in the 
September 1957 issue of CQ 
magazine. It was just that. A 
well planned and tested amateur 
radio emergency station set up 
in the Cameron County Court- 
house could have helped relieve 
the mental and physical suffer- 
ing endured by survivors during 
and after the hurricane. 


Save your money — 
SELL, SWAP and BUY 
Free of charge thru 
FLORIDA SKIP 


The All Florida Radio Amateur’s Publication 
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FIRST ALL FLORIDA VhF 


PICNIC IS BIG 


FLORIDA SKIP 


INCORPORATES 


The Charter of FLORIDA 
SKIP was officially completed 
September 9, 1957. All the hard 
work was done by Nat L. Wil- 
liams, W4KLL of San Marino 
Island near Miami Beach. 


We owe a great deal to Nat 
as he did the job as his donation 
to FLORIDA SKIP. It is this 
kind of true ham spirit and co- 
operation that will make FLOR- 
IDA SKIP a big’ success. This is 
truly an Amateur Radio publi- 
eation for all of Florida. The 
writers, editors and _ publisher 
and everyone supporting the pub- 
lication are amateurs. We are 
proud of FLORIDA SKIP and 
to everyone who supports it, and 
we feel sure it will continue for 
years to come. 


GIRL SCOUTS ASK HAM AID 


The Land of Lakes Girl Scout 
Council, from their main office 
in Leesburg, are asking the help 
of amateur radio to relay infor- 
mation during their fund drive. 
This drive is being held from 
October 18 through the 27th in 
Lake, Sumter, Marion and Citrus 
counties. All Florida amateurs 
are asked to participate when- 
ever possible. Contact K4ABV, 
Herb, at Leesburg for further 
information. 


SUCCESS 


STATE CD RO HIGH 
IN PRAISE OF VHF 


Tavares, Fla. Sept. 15, 1957 — 
Nearly 40 VHF enthusiasts rep- 
resenting most of the major areas 
in the state except west Florida 
met for the first time at Tavares. 
The occasion was the first All- 
Florida Annual VHF Picnic, 
sponsored by the Lake Amateur 
Radio Association, and with an 
assist from a kind weather man 
it was considered a great success. 


Along with these40 hams were 
their XYL’s and harmonics and 
the total number made quite a 
gathering for this meeting which 
was started more or less on an 
experimental basis and not very 
widely publicized. It was a day 
when skeds were exchanged with 
enthusiasm in the World Above 
50 mes . and that was just 
about the sole purpose of the 
thing. So many had expressed the 
idea to Nate Stinnette, W4AYV, 
Umatilla, that we should get to- 
gether and exchange ideas face 
to face that he convinced the Lake 
Amateur Radio Association it 
was time to do something about 
it, especially after the long sum- 
mer lull in hamfest activities. 

To mention few of the towns 
represented, there were delegates 
from Sarasota, St. Pete, Orlando, 
Jacksonville, Bartow, Miami 
Springs, and of course, Leesburg, 
Mt. Dora, Eustis and Umatilla. 
There were some door prizes 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Dave Traer, W4AZK, Editor 
P.O. Box 215, Naples, Florida 


Andy Clark, W41YT, Ass’t Editor 
41 Lenape Drive, Miami Springs 


Hank Hoffman, K4LQS, Pub. 
Naples, Florida 


SEC’s CORNER 


Each year the A.R.R.L. spon- 
sors the nationwide Simulated 
Emergency Test (SET). This 
year the SET will be held on the 
weekend of October 12 and 18. 
AREC units throughout the na- 
tion will hold local drills on 
emergency net frequencies. Traf- 
fic will be handled for the AREC, 
Civil Defense and Red Cross on 
the national calling and emer- 
gency frequencies which are 3550, 


7110, 14050, 21050, 28100 and 
50550 ke c.w. and 3875, 7250, 
14225, 21400, 29640 and 50550 


phone. Copy these frequencies off 
and keep them handy by your 
receiver. 

All amateurs are urged to take 
part through their local Emer- 
gency Coordinators. Amateurs 
not taking part are requested 
to avoid use of the national call- 
ing and emergency frequencies 
during the weekend of the SET. 
If not already in AREC you are 
strongly urged to join NOW 
through your local EC. Below are 
a few more EC’s listed by county. 
See September FLORIDA SKIP 
for others and check this column 
for the last of the list next 
month. 

Flagler, Fred W. Demotte, W4- 
RWM, 306 S. Atlantic Ave., Day- 
tona Beach. Gilchrist, Harold G. 
Watson, K4GZN, Trenton, Fla. 

Glades, Clarence T. Hughes, 
W4PNS, P.O. Box 13859, Clewis- 
ton. Hendry, G. H. George, W4- 
PJU, 724 Pasadena Ave., Clewis- 
ton. Hernando, Carl L. McDaniel, 
WAT Wik. svROUtC wen BbOxX wean 
Brooksville. Highlands, Henry N. 
Webster, W4EGB, 106 Nastur- 
tium Ave., Sebring. 

Hillsborough, L. G. Patrick, 
W4GMJ, 1520 W. Mohawk, Tam- 
pa. Indian River, Creed M. Chor- 
pening, W4TZ, 840 Flamevine, 
Vero Beach. Lake, Robert C. Hen- 
ry, W4SXJ, 205 North 18th St., 
Leesburg. Lee, Harry L. Fishel, 
W4CQZ, 2562 Dixie Parkway, 
Fort Myers. Levy, John H. Har- 
dee, W4WUH, P.O. Box 114, 
Bronson. 

There are still many more so 
I will continue next month. See 
you in the SET. 

Andrew C. Clark, W4IYT 
SEC Eastern Florida 


FATHER AND DAUGHTER 
ARE REUNITED BY 
AMATEUR RADIO 


By Tommy De Bray, K4KRJ 
Broward Amateur Radio Club 
Correspondent 


A family reunion through ama- 
teur radio? Rather a strange 
thought to ponder. But as true 
as life is this happy, but tearful 
story of a father and his daugh- 
ter. 

After. a CQ from the mobile 
rig on August 18, L was in QSO 
with K5DQW in Houston, Texas. 
Elaine, the YL that was with 
me at the time mentioned her 
friend that lived near Houston, 
in Pasadena. Sigs were 5 x 9 plus, 
so I asked Paul for a “patch.” 

Within a few minutes, Elaine 
and myself were talking to Dale 
Loudy, a complete stranger, but 
yet already a true friend, But 
simultaneously, band condx fold- 
ed up and it is here that our 
story begins. 

When Dale’s father, Warren, 
heard about our QSO with his 
daughter, he asked me if I could 
possibly contact her again for 
sentimental reasons. 

On August 20, a “CQ Houston” 
was sent out from my portable 
4 rig and instantly W5ZAL, Ray, 
answered my pleads. 

Previous to the first Houston 
QSO, Warren and Elaine’s mo- 
ther, Dorothy, had plans to be 
married on the 30th. Wedding 
plans, then, were in the making 
and it was decided that the cere- 
mony would’t be complete with- 
out Dale. 

Things happened lightning fast 
and immediately Ray placed a 
call to Pasadena, explained his 
purpose in calling, and plans 
were then established for Dale 
to come to Fort Lauderdale for 
the wedding. 

On August 26, around 11:30 
p.m., at Miami International, a 


slender, blonde,- blue-eyed youth _ 


of 16 stepped from the plane and 
into the arms of a very anxious 
father after a separation of more 
than four years. 


In my mind was the greatest 
satisfaction I have ever known. 
To know that through the won- 
ders of amateur radio and a pa- 
tient, ‘on time” operator as Ray 
Bracht, all the plans of a fine 
family were brought to being. 

By the way, Warren and Dot 
were married on August 30, in 
a small church in Deerfield 
Beach. And in January, Dale will 
return to Fort Lauderdale and 
make a new home with a new 
family. 

Again a standing vow of tri- 


FCC SUGGESTS ... 


Now and then amateurs and 
commercial operator requests 
from the FCC where they can ob- 
tain copies of the Rules and Reg- 
ulations governing the amateur 
service. The FCC does NOT have 
these copies for distribution. They 
may be obtained from the Super- 
intendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, 
Washinton, D. C. 

There is a small charge for 
these publications. Remittance 
should be made by check or mon- 
ey order made payable to that 
office. Currency may be sent at 
SENDER’S RISK. Foreign money 
defaced or smoth coins and post- 
age stamps are NOT acceptable. 
DO NOT ADDRESS ORDERS 
TO THE FCC, 

Copies of the Commision Rules 
and Regulations purchased from 
the Superintendent of Documents 
contain a form on the back page 
which when filled out and for- 
warded to the COMMISSION 
(FCC), entitles the purchaser to 
receive all amendments to the 
part or parts purchased, until a 
complete revision thereof is re- 
printed. In the event any ex- 
ception is made in this procedure, 
purchasers will be advised where 
the amendments may be obtain- 
ed. 

You may write first to the Su- 
perintentent of Documents and 
obtain a Federal Communications 
List of Printed Publications 
which denotes the title and part 
of the particular publication you 
wish along with the amount of 
monies to remit. Regarding the 
Amateur Radio Service, this is 
listed as “Rules and Regulations 
Governing Amateur Radio Ser- 
vice, Part 12”. The cost is 15 
cents. 


Certainly sorry to hear that 
Phil McMasters, W4BCZ, of Key 
West, was admitted to the Mon- 
roe County General Hospital, 
Monday noon September 23rd. 
Glad to hear that (by the time 
this gets in print) emergency 
treatment releived the strain and 
pain and that Phil (or Mac) 
should be released soon. 


bute goes to W5ZAL. For had 
it not been for Ray’s enthusiasm 
and time, Warren’s plans would 
have failed. 


Let us list this experience with 
others on the walls of the “Hall 
of Radio Fame” and always bear 
in mind that this exciting and 
challenging adventure could not 
have come true had it not. been 
for one item which almost every 
person takes for granted — Free- 
dom of Speech. f 


OFF THE RECORD 


WITH DBARA 
Emery Lee is signing a per- 
manent call K4BV,_ the call 


sounds good on the key too. The 
club will surely miss W4CNU, 
W4HNV and W4MRA when they 
leave for school. Good luck gents. 
After a banana bunch of troubles, 
W4FJG is back on and promises 
HEN a jarring with his new 
ground plane. W4GEI is start- 
ing plans for 6 and 2 meters. 
K4JQI acquired a B & W 5100 
and a slick looking operating 
bench. That long awaited tri- 
bander is up and rotating at K4- 
KQO’s QTH. K4KRI picked up 
the makings for a roll-your-own 
trap doublet and is going on all 
bands. W4NPP is off on another 
cruise. K40VM horse-traded for 


an SX42. Jim Pratt. W4UZP,. 


227 Willia St., is back in Day- 
tona Beach. The club now has 
three OM/XYL teams. The Camp- 
bells, the Porters and the Up- 
sons and we are proud of them. 


Ali Florida ... . 
(Continued From Page _ 1) 


taken home to Orlando and Fruit- 
land Park and then the “winner 
take all”. deal went to W4YUT, 
also of Fruitland Park .., Dave 
Mathews. In case you are not 
familiar with “winner take all’, 
each registrant was requested to 
bring a piece of radio gear worth 
at least a dollar. Those who did 
participated in a draw for the 
whole kit and kaboodle, and it 
was quite a haul! 


Impromptu talks from State 
Radio Officer (RACES) Art Mel- 
vin, W4UHY, Jacksonville, and 
East Florida SEC Andy Clark, 
Miami Springs, were high spots 
of the day. Art Melvin was par- 
ticularly pleased that interest is 
growing in VHF, -since it’s the 
most practical emergency com- 
munication channels open to us. 
Andy Clark brought the group 
up to date on the status of 
FLORIDA SKIP and amazed the 
assembly with the fact that there 
are now 3682 hams listed in the 
call book with a Florida QTH. 

Plans are in the making for 
the Second Annual All-Florida 
Picnic and Alexander Springs in 
the Ocala National Forest is men- 
tioned as a possible site for a 
bigger and better picnic, to say 
nothing of a bigger and better 
“winner take all”. If you have 
any ideas on the subject, drop 
a line to Nate, W4A YV, Umatilla, 
or better still, meet him out of 
this world—in the “World Above 
50 MC’s.” 


ORLANDO RAMBLINGS 
Ace K4AKQ Hal W4BKC 
The Communications Section of 
the Orange County Civil Defense 
Council, participated in “Opera- 
tion Safety” in conjunction with 
the Florida Highway Patrol, over 
the Labor Day weekend. It was 
the first large scale operation by 
the local group since the school 
evacuation last year. 


In the preliminary phase on 
Sunday, several problems, mostly 
suitable antennas, were ironed 
out, and starting at 8:00 am. 
Monday until 11:00 p.m. that nite, 
continuous coverage in the as- 
signed areas was maintained on 
two meters. The fixed stations 
were at the Longwood Fire Tow- 
er, the Plymouth Fire Tower, 
the Citrus Tower in Clermont, 
Net Control W4PLB/4 at the 
Florida Highway Patrol, Alter- 


nate Net Control, K4AKQ and_ 


monitoring on Two and Ten Me- 
ters W4AKF. 


There were 12 mobile units in 
operation, 2 handie talkie units 
for close up operation, and Tiny 
K4HSE was the roving maintain- 
ence and trouble shooting unit. 
Cooperation was excellent all 
along the line from the Florida 
Forestry Service, the manage- 
ment of the Citrus Tower, the 
Sanford Police and Sheriff’s De- 
partments, owners of gas stations 
who permitted some of the mobile 
uits to use their 110v systems 
while the mobiles gave their bat- 
teries a respite, during the long 
operation. 

The following amateurs were 
active during the operation, K4- 
BRU, K4AKQ, W4BKC, W40ZC, 
W4AKF, W4TEE, W1AJU/4, 
W4DQA, K4KRG, K4HSE, K4- 
HZM, W4NKD, W4LP, K4HXP, 
W4QCE, W4WPE, K4EKY, W4- 
WTE, KN4PRA, W4SQB, and 
Dick Frizzell, who is wai/ing for 
his ticket, and John Lewis who 
is working on his. 

From a letter received from 
Capt. Clyde Carlan of the Florida 
Highway Patrol, by Capt. C. Q. 
Wright, Orange County C.D. Di- 
rector, it was felt that the “Op- 
eration Safety” had contributed 
to the low accident rate in the 
area covered, so all participating 
felt that their efforts were well 
worth while, and the experience 
gained proved most useful com- 
munications wise. 

Congratulations to Cliff Friz- 
zell, KA4RUW, our newest ticket 
holder, his son Dick hopes to 
have his by the time this appears 
in print. 

Dave, W4TOD, reports that the 
truck to be used to haul the 
Communications Trailer, has ar- 
rived, and it won’t be too long 
before it is in operation. 


SPARCYLS 


The First Presbyterian Church 
in St. Petersburg was the scene 
August 24th, of a real “ham” 
wedding. SPARCYLS member, 
K4FLA, Dorothy Habgood, was 
the bride. The bridegroom being 
K4ENW, George Davidson. W4- 
KQR, Douglas Habgood, the fa- 
ther, gave the bride in marriage 
and the best man was K4BNE, 
Rick Rutan. All are members of 
SPARC, also. After the wedding, 
a breakfast was held at the home 
of the bride’s parents for the 
bridal party, and guess what was 
served? Yep, HAM! 


SPARCYLS would appreciate 
any ideas on how to keep mem- 
bers in St. Petersburg! Yes, we 
regret to report we have lost 
another member, as K4EGF, 
Gladys and OM have moved to 
Arizona. They really mean busi- 
ness, too, as they have sold their 
home here. We trust however, 
the move will help Eddie and his 
health be much improved. Good 
luck and we hope they will at 
least pay St. Pete a vist some- 
time. ; 

W4TDK, Naomi, and W4BAV, 
Catherine, flew to Chicago to 
attend the 2nd YLRL and 9th 
ARRL National Conventions. 
They report a wonderful trip and 
the conventions were very much 
enjoyed. The committees in 
charge of both deserve much 
praise and compliments on the 
well planned “and smooth running 
of both conventions, The only 
complaint W4TDK and W4BAV 
had was that there was so much 
going on that it was impossible 
to attend all the activities of in- 
terest. They thoroughly enjoyed 
the YLRL luncheon and forum, 
in the Crystal Room of the Pal- 
mer House. A trip and dinner at 
Chinatown, a boet ride on Lake 
Michigan and through the locks 
connectifig the Chicago River 
with the lake and the banquet 
in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Palmer House. 


W4BAYV wrote their trip up in 
detail for the records, but space 
will not allow repeating here. 

W4TDK and W4BAV remained 
in Chicago over Labor Day, when 
they joined W4WPF, Marvin and 
his XYL, Lois (who is now a 
SWOOP), to tour the Chicago 
Natural History Museum and the 
Museum of Science and Indus- 
try. The girls admit they would 
like to go back, as there was 
not time to see all they wanted, 
both at the museums and Chicago 
in general. They are looking for- 
ward to next year, when they 
hope to attend the conventions 
to be held in Washington, D.C. 


SPARCLYS received a number 
of snapshots from their adoptee, 


ZS2NW, Estelle, in South Africa, 
together with a very interesting 
letter. She advises she is on 10 
and 15 meters at 1730 their time, 
when the bands are open. Should 
anyone hear her, give her a call 
and say “hi” for SPARCLYS. 


We were sorry to hear ZS2NW 
and her OM, ZSMW lost their 
radio, musical and electrical shop 
through fire, however glad it 
was fully covered by insurance 
Estelle advises she is making a 
collection of South African scenes 
and will send us some, so we may 
have some very interesting info 
to pass on from time to time. 

W4YZL, Josephine, is having 
her troubles. Her OM, Wayne, 
W4YZM, has been in the hospi- 
tal. Last report was he is at home 
now, but they both have the flu. 
Hope the whole family will be 
enjoying good health when this 
is being read. 

K4LFA, Dorothy, and K4ENW, 
George, are in their 7th heaven 
at their new QTH, 8175 61st St., 
No., Pinellas Park, as they have 
five acres and can string anten- 
nas all over the place. Happy 
hamming! 

W4WPD, Shirley and OM, Earl, 
W4UFR, are getting fixed up 
nicely in their new QTH, 1710 
E.S. Lambright, Tampa. Earl has 
fixed himself a nice work bench 
in the garage with places for all 
his meters, test equipment, etc. 

They have not gotten the 
shack fixed up entirely, but are 
going to have a fine set-up when 
they are through. They are so 
busy getting everything straigh- 
tened around, as well as tending 
to the business, that it is inter- 
fering with their “hamming”, 
However, when they get set, look 
out and hold your receivers down. 
Hi! 

KN4PNH, Sonya Keesler and 
OM, Bill, K4LPU have finally 
returned home after an extended 
visit to New York. Brought all 
their radio equipment down in a 
trailer, which was really “load- 
ed”. They travelled 60 miles to 
by pass the Charleston bridge 
because it is so high they were 
afraid they could not make it 
with the trailer. Suré glad they 
made it home without any mis- 
haps and believe they have “had 
it” and will not try that any 
more. Hi! 


Cure for wodpeckers: David, 
W4LJM, sez he put up metal 
poles and the ’peckers are all 
dead — — beat their brains out! 
Lovey, W4AHZ, just filled the 
wooden pole holes with cement 
and now the woodpeckers go a- 
round with bent beaks. Any other 
cures ? 
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DX IN FLORIDA 
Joe Rosko, K4CTU 


Ten Meters: Starting to open 
with, ZBI, CRT, ZD4, ZS, -ZE, 
VQ, and CN8’s. CR7DS (1600 - 
300), ZD1EQ (1400 - 320), ZS1- 
BV, ZS6AAJ, ZE2KL and ZD- 
4CI are VFO. 


Fifteen Meters: As wild as 
twenty as many learn of it’s 
rarities which include FOS8AC 


(VFO fone and cw-0400) VR6- 
TC (0300 - 225). ZK1IBS (0400 - 
200), MP4BBL (0430 - 020), UA- 
9DN (1700 - 050), ZD6DT (1300 - 
240), ZC4CN (0500 - 220). The 
SSB stations were HZ1AB, MP- 
4KAC, KM6AX, KC4USA, KC4- 
USK, W6U0U/KS6, KA2MA and 
KH6EM. 


Twenty Meters: Wide open. 
FB8ZZ (1300 - 040),XZ2TH (V- 
FO - 1300), CRI¢AA (1330 - 
028), 4S7YI (1100 - 110). On 
SSB, AP2BP, SV@WE of Rhodes, 
UA1DZ, W6U0U/KS6, VP2VB, 
OH20J/¢, TF2WBU, VP2LU, 
YV5FH, DL4KX, HR1EZ, KA2- 
CA, HZ1AB, KM6AX, KX6BU, 
KW6CT, GW38EHN, VQ4GU, HB- 
90J, YUIAD and ZS6AJ. 

DXers around Miami include 
W4BWP, HKJ, IYT, LQN, LVV, 
IMT, VPD;-KACTU, DRO} DAS, 
and GHA. How about the DXers 
in other cities? 

Here’s some from Naples. Re- 
ceived QSLs from HB9OA, 3V- 
8AD, 4X4BX, OEG6GBN, SP7HX, 
UA9AA, UAIAU, UQ2BA, UA- 
6LE, UBBSBWF,  UQ2AK; - (Rus= 
sian QSLs are coming thru good 
now) PZ1IAP, ZC5AL, LZIKBL, 
9S4CM, SP6BZ and many others 
thru the QSL bureau. 

Note to DXers: ALWAYS keep 
a self addressed stamped envel- 
ope on file with your fourth area 
QSL bureau. This is Thomas M. 
Moss, Box 644, Municipal Airport 
Branch, Atlanta, Ga. 

VP2VB/P of Yasme fame was 
in Miami and gave lectures to 
Miami Springs and Dade Radio 
groups. 

W4HKJ will son be burning up 
15 with a new 3 el. beam. K4J XL 
moved to Miami from Orlando, 
and has an HT-32 and a 75A-2. 
K4CTU has a new SX101 to help 
inhale them a little better. XE3- 
AF was a visitor in Miami. 

Would sure like to have 
DX news from you fellows. 


more 


According to propagation fore- 
casts made in Washington, D.C., 
6 10 and 15 meters should show a 
big improvement through Sep- 
tember and October. Has anyone 
broken any 6 meter records in 
Florida yet? Let us know pronto 
please! 
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DAYTONA BEACH AMATEUR 
RADIO ASSOCIATION 


By W4SDR 


Hurricane drill number 2 was 
held by the DBARA station K4- 
PFN operating portable from 
0703 to 1806 August 31st in the 
Red Cross building, testing our 
ability. to cope with a communi- 
cations failure in this area. O- 
perating on a timetable of more 
than twice the scheduled contacts 
of drvili number 1 (88 against 17) 
the station provided the Red 
Cross with regular communi- 
cation into Atlanta area Hq, Mi- 
ami, Bunnell, New Smyrna Beach, 
and provided contact with the 
14 designated hurricane shelters 
in the Halifax area. In addition, 
the local weather station was 
furnished an hourly circuit into 
the Miami Weather Bureau, and 
the current observation transmit- 
ted. 

A report from the Miami Wea- 
ther Bureau advises that all ob- 
servations were received without 
error and time between weather 
stations ranged from 12 to 24 
minutes. NCS W4MRA kept HEN 
in operation during the drill and 
gave assistance to K4PDS/M on 
his rounds of the shelters. 

Two short sessions of HNN 
were called during the operation. 
At the controls of K4PFN/4 were 
W4HNV, K4KQ0, W4SDR and 
W4UHL. Maintaining the equip- 
ment were W4CNU and KN4- 
RNR. 

Club XYL’s KN4RNS and KN- 
4ROO served a FB lunch. Others 
participating were K4BV, K4- 
MAB, W4MEL, W4NPP, KN4- 
OUX, KN4RNJ, KN4RNM, Bud 
Dabney and Tom Dowell. Special 
club thanks to W4YJE, mer. of 
the Florida Hurricane Net, Miami 
stations W4EHW, W4I1YT, W4- 
DRD, W4DSN, Atlanta stations 
W4PIM and W4UWE, K4LCF in 
New Smyrna Beach and K40V- 
M/4 in Bunnell. 


The 3 phone traffic nets co- 
operated to let K4PFN/4 trans- 
mit the weather on schedule. Op- 
perating time was 12 hours and 
6 minutes. Traffic total was 59. 
K4PFN operating efficiency has 
approximately doubled, more 
good cw operators are needed. 
The dependability of our ama- 
teur contacts in Atlanta, Bunnell, 
Miami and New Smyrna Beach 
is unquestionably excellent. 


Now heard on 15 meters is 
Bill, KA4MJM. Always giving me 
5 x 6’s. An example of his doub- 
let and my beam across town. 
Wat say, Willie? 


FLORIDA YL’s NEWS 
By W4UF, Dot 

The Floridora YL’s are join- 
ing the ranks of those groups 
offering a special certificate for 
QSOing their members. 

Any licensed amateur is eligible 
to win it who submits proof of 
radio communication with ten or 
more of its members. All contacts 
must have been made at a time 
other than during a_ regular 
scheduled Net meeting, after 
April 28, 1957, and from the 
same QTH or within a radius of 
25 miles from it. Confirmatory 
QSL’s, with return postage in- 
cluded, should be sent to W4- 
WPD, Shirley Hill, 1710 E. South 
Lambright, Tampa 10, Fla. 

Chit-Chat 

The Floridora YL’s CW Net 
is now meeting on 7.104 Mc. each 
Wednesday at 1400 EST with 
K4HXB, Eileen, at Net Control. 
So far ten different YL stations 
have checked into the Net, but 
more are wanted. Come on gals, 
here’s a wonderful chance to 
brush up on your rusty code. 

Two of our members, W4TDK, 
Naomi, and W4BAV, Cathy, both 
of St. Petersburg, represented the 
group at the National YLRL Con- 
vention in Chicago in early Sep- 
tember. 

We are sorry to hear that we 
have lost another one of our 
members to the southwest. Gladys 
K4EGF, and OM, Ed, have re- 
cently sold their home in St. Pete 
and moved to Tucson, Ariz. We’ll 
miss you Gladys, and hope to 
have a permanent address from 
you soon. 

Fran, KN4PPX, has moved 
from St. Pete to Fort Lauderdale, 
where her address is Apt. D 180, 
NAS. Too bad you’ll have to 
start all over again for WAS. 

Shirley, W4WPD, and OM Earl, 
W4UFR, are now located in their 
new home at 1710 E. South Lam- 
bright, Tampa 10. They’re all 
set with a nice, breezy ham shack 
and lots of room for antennas. 
Fran, W4BIL, and OM had a nice 
visit with them on Labor Day. 

Blanche, W4GXZ, and OM are 
not as yet permanently located 
for their six months’ stay in New 
Jersey, but their temporary ad- 
dress is c/o Bell Labs, Room 2, 
B256, Whippany, N. J. We’ll be 
looking forward to their return 
about next March 1st. 

Janis, K4IRZ,; is acting as Net 
Control for the fone net Mon- 
lay mornings during the month 
of Sept. We have recently had 
two new gals check in from 
Jacksonville; Melba, W4GAN, and 
Dot, W4GAL, and we hope they’ll 
soon become members of the 
Floridora YL’s. Dot was formerly 
KG4AC. 


SOUTH MIAMi RADIO CLUB 


Some 20 members of the South 
Miami Radio Club met at the 
home of K4KXX in early Sep- 
tember for a swim party. Need- 
less to say, very little was ac- 
complished in the way of a busi- 
ness meeting. Honored guest of 
the evening was Jim Reese, K4- 
JHV, who is stationed with the 
Coast Guard in New Riviera 
Beach. Jim, by the way, works 
15 aplenty and can be heard 
every Sunday afternoon on 40 
meters at 3 on a sked with Dick, 
K4KEG. 


Ernie Tischer, K4KIC, work- 
ing out very well on six as of 
late and reports much activity 
when the bands opens. Congrats 
in line from all the members to 
Dick, K4KEG and Tom Wentling, 
KN4RDR. Both are new papas 
of male harmonicas. 


Morris Bass, K4EKU, having 
trouble with power lines and re- 
ports he’s in the market for a 
new house out in the wilderness 
where the line noise won’t be 
so bad. K5LEU/4, Lanny Phillips, 
waiting for a new Globe Cham- 
pion, which he firmly believes 
will out perform any Valiant. 
The question will soon be resol- 
ved as members are thinking 
about increasing club operating 
activity through monthly QSO 
contests. 


W4PBH, Bon Aaronson, work- 
ing a DX-100 & RME 4350 along 
with a tri-band beam. He reports 
that in one month he’s 30 con- 
tacts closer to DXCC. Mark Al- 
bury, president, now running a 
4350 and a Ranger. Bud changes 
gear so often we think its im- 
portant to keep members abreast 
of things. Bill Peden, W4ZCD, 
also making rapid equipment 
changes and maybe by next 
month we'll have a complete run 
down for you. £ 


Mac McDowell, K4GPE, now 
back in Miami recently but only 
a few members saw him. Hurry 
on back down Mac OM. Antenna 
raisers, W4KGJ, John Porter, Bud 
Albury, W4SJZ, and Bob Watson, 
W4DTV, helped install the new 
130 foot antennas out at the CD 
center recently. Pretty high up 
isn’t it boys? 

Well, that’s it for this month 
and hope to see you all at the 
next meeting. Visitors most wel- 
come. Call Bob Kelly, W4UWP, 
for the when & where of things 
each week. 


K4EXN, Orin, just returned 
from a week’s vacation at a camp 
in South Miami. I am still won- 
dering if he was there during 
co-ed period. Well — Orin? 


SILVER SPRINGS RADIO CLUB 


Real progress is being made 
by the Silver Springs Radio Club 


in their effort to have more hams: 
in this locality. Since the begin- 


ning of the code and theory class- 
es some three months ago David 
Lair has passed his code test 
and sent in his examination pa- 
per for a ticket; and four others, 
Kelly Reese, Lloyd Adams Jr., 
Walter Yongue and Joe Suter 
have passed their code tests and 
have sent in applications for 
theory tests. 

Besides these there are about 
seven or eight more that are 
plugging away and may come in- 
to being novices. The efforts of 
the club members here are really 
beginning to show results. 

The club is now the proud 
owner of a station license. The 
call issued to the club is K4GSO. 


Many of the fellows over the 
state will remember this call as 
the one belonging to the late 
Barney Franklin. Barney was 
the first president of the Silver 
Springs Radio Club and a mighty 
big help in many ways to getting 
the club on a real start. : 

It will not be long, we hope, 
before K4GSO will be on the air 
again. At present the club has 
the DX100 that was built by 
Barney, and are in need of a 
good receiver to match it to 
complete the station, 


K4IRE, Newt, formerly of 
Ocala, now in Orlando teaching 
at the vocational school tells us 
the students there are really 
giving him an education. We 
sure do enjoy~the visits from 
Newt when he gets back up here 
with us now and then. 


Except for the constant plug- 
ging toward more hams _ here 
with the code and theory classes 
the news is thin for this month, 
but stick with us for more from 
the SKIP and on the air from 
K4GSO soon, we hope. 


YL CW NET 


The YL CW Net still does not 
have a name but can boast of a 
membership of ten. Four of these 
are from out of state. Many 
thanks to Betty, K4MHU of Sa- 
vannah, Ga., who took over as 
NCS while Eileen, K4HXB, was 
on vacation. Hope to CU gals on 
the net Wednesdays, 2 p.m. CST 
at 7104 ke. 

K4HXB 


Our deadline is the 20th of each 
month, but we will be glad to 
accept any news or want ads 
ANYTIME before that time. Send 
it in while its still on your mind. 


Florida Skip 


ruge 5 


Rick Rutan, KABNE 
St. Petersburg 
OPS and Net Mer., FMTN 


FLORIDA MIDDAY 
_ TRAFFIC NOTES 


By Rick Rutan, K4BNE 

Two new certificates will grace 
the walls in the shack of Smitty, 
K4CXW at Ft. Pierce. Smitty 
has sent in for his WAS and 
WAC. He is also the proud pos- 
sessor of a brand new third class 
commercial license. 

W4TAS is spreading out hob- 
by-wise. Hank now spends sev- 
eral hours a day over a hot draw- 
ing board. He is studying art at 
a Bradenton art school. Speak- 
ing of Hank, we’ve heard over 
a period of months that his fam- 
ily has a pet nickname for him. 
Don’t know what the nickname 
is but it is enough to draw dire 
threats everytime it is mentioned. 


K4BNE and his wife Betty 
spent a week at Port Paradise 
on Crystal River just fishing and 
soaking up the sun. They bought 
a ’57 Plymouth to make the trip 
in. 

The wedding of K4ENW and 
his bride K4LFA has already 
been mentioned in the SKIP but 
an interesting sidelight on the 
affair was the participation of 
hams in the ceremony. Besides 
the bride and groom being hams, 
the bride’s father, who gave the 
bride away is W4KQR and best 
man for the fete was K4BNE. 
Local newspaper carried the 
story under the heading “Ama- 
teur Job.” 


Catherine Seeds, president of 
the SPARCYLS, spent part of 
her vacation at the big ham con- 
vention in Chicago. Details forth- 
coming from Catherine. 

KN4KQV who was a listener 
quite often to our net has pulled 
up stakes and has left Florida 
for Connecticut. Stan will prob- 
ably get his general class as a 
KI and will have an output of 
about 300 watts. 

Ralph, one of the operators at 
K4FDC is off to the Azores. 
He asks all of us to watch for 
him on 40 and 20 CW. His call 


will be CS8AC. 

Heard K2USA calling CQ Mi- 
ami on 20 meters about a week 
ago. Operator was K4EVY a for- 
mer Miamian who works 20 at 
odd hours and would like Miami 
phone calls. 


The net has lost its Fort Myers 
contact with Ken W4SMK going 
back to college. Ken also held 
down the spot as NCS on the net. 
He has been replaced by Ace 
K4AKQ of Orlando in the Wed- 
nesday slot. K4GJJ Tom at Lake 
Worth also had to drop his spot 
as Saturday NCS. Tom W4CAA 
will fill in on Saturdays. 

Questionnaires will soon be in 
the mail to all NCS operators 
from this net. Please fill them 
in and return them as indicated 
on the questionnaire sheet. 

Glad to hear Curley K4JCS 
burning up the air waves from 
Reddick again. 


SPECIAL GUEST 


The Dade, and the Miami 
Springs Radio Clubs paid host 
to Danny Weil, famous DX’er 
from England, in Miami August 
24th. Danny gave a very inspir- 
ing talk on his DX-pedition. Dan- 
ny has collected over $8,000.00 
by giving talks around the U.S.A. 
on TV, radio, at radio clubs, 
ladies tea parties and what have 
you. 

He plans to return to England 
where he will pick up YASME 
number 2 and start all over again. 
He does not plan the exact same 
route. He plans to use all bands 
and modes of transmissions, but 
will not favor any one in partic- 
ular. He said he always listens 
10 ke. down from his signals 
when operating any band. 

Danny was put on FLORIDA 
SKIP’s mailing list and said he 
would try and give us a short 
story on his travels, if time per- 
mitted. 


AMATEUR RADIO... . 


Licensed by the government, 
and operates under national radio 
laws and international treaties. 

Often the only, or principal 
means of communications in dis- 
asters and emergencies. 

The only large source of pre- 
trained communications personnel 
for the armed forces. 

Responsible for most of the 
advances in radio, radar, and tel- 
evision. 

Promotes 
will. 


international good 
— Midwest Clixs 


Swap, Buy and Sell Through 
FLORIDA SKIP 


VHF — UHF 


Why not hitch your wagon to 
an electron and roll along with 
the procession of high-gridded 2 
meter VHFers who are keeping 
in style by sporting Goonie Boxes 
and 19” whips fluttering against 
the ionisphere? As you do, be 
sure you tune the band with 
open ears and put a squelch on 
the rumors such as the ones 
heard from a 2 meter station a- 
board the Marine Shipper when 
passing between Florida and Cu- 
ba. On working the Cuba stations 
they complained that Miami sta- 
tions, when heard, were rag- 
chewing among themselves. Re- 
member you may be heard in Cu- 
ba and don’t give them the idea 
we shun DX. 


Sa far, September has been 
a good month. Got proof contacts 
can be made day or night from 
Miami to Sarasota, Orlando and 
West Palm Beach. The evening 
of Sept. 10, brought surprises 
that a micro match can’t equal 
when K4IXG, Pete, at Indialan- 
tic near Melbourne, got plugged 
in with KKU, RWR, FLH, MVR, 
NVF, and ZXL, followed by a- 
nother southern flock of contacts 
with W4EFH, Pete, Homestead, 
who opend a hole for W4PWU, 
Chuch, Key West to crawl 
through. Things are looking up. 

Seems RWR, Charlie, just can’t 
get satisfied with his QTH an- 
tennas so up he goes aeronauti- 
cal mobile with his Communica- 


tor. 
This is to inform the many 
interested readers of Florida 


Skip, that the 6 meter gang of 
Pinellas County and _ surround- 
ing area, have formed a VHF 
club. It’s formal name is the 
“Suncoast VHF Club”, of which 
there is a weekly 6 meter net. 

The frequency of the net is 
50.700 me and the time is 2000 
EST each Thursday. Net control 
is K4EAC, Hilda. We can operate 
either polarization. Those on 6 
meters in the area are K4EAC, 
K4AHV, K4LYS, K4EVJ, K4- 
HQA, W4GRR, K4GXX, K4JZY, 
K1BLP/4, W8SWQ/4, W4LAW, 
W4GJO, K4IAL, W4APV, K4- 
CVC, K4KUY, and myself K4- 
DMB. W4APV and W4KUY will 
be. going to school at Gainesville 
this fall. 

We are working on mobile rigs 
so we could be of assistance in 
case of an emergency. The pos- 
sibilities of a 6 meter net can 
be understood by reading a letter 
written by W5IPY in the VHF 
column of the August CQ. Les 
sheds some light on the contro- 
versy between the DC bands and 
the VHF bands. 

We invite one and all to join 
us on 6 meters. There are four 


SIDEWINDER 
By K4ELT 


I have been invited to start a 
column in the Florida Skip for 
those fellows who talk from the 
side of their mouth, and are cus- 
sed by the OLD FASHIONED 
AM hams. This we will try to do 
in the hopes of getting more fel- 
lows interested in SSB, DSB or 
a good AM to SSB ragchew. 

The rig at K4ELT is a B & W 
5100S and 51SB generator. Be- 
cause of sloppy maintenance, 
sounds more like DSB now, how- 
ever, the rig still manages to get 
on the air about four days a week 
on the upper end of 40 meters. 

Fair warning that we are a 
ragchewer and will bend your 
ear for as long as you’ll let me 
and of course the favorite topic 
is SSB. How about some of you 
hams that would like to SEE 
SSB GROW or AMers who want 
to know more about why we 
sound so Donald Duckish, meet- 
ing me on 40 meters and discus- 
sing it? Could also use some 
ideas on starting this column off 
with a big bang. 


big megacycles to operate in. 
Several of us are in the pro- 
cess of constructing rigs for 220 
me. Is there anyone on 220 me 
in Florida at the present time? 


SOCIAL GUDNEWS: The 
bowling team has labeled them- 
selves the “2 N’ 10’ers” meaning 
the two antennas since it is ne- 
cessary for us to have a beam 
and a g-plane these days to rate 
on 10 or 2. The bowlers meet 
each Thursday night at 7:30 p.m. 
with growing interest and scores 
to compete with professionels like 
K4MAV, Ed, and KN4OWU, 
Mary. Those absent at the dinner 
party at Shorty’s Sunday, Sept. 
8th better make it next time. 
Mmmmmmmm good! 


2 meters welcomes K4AZH, 
W40LW, Russ, KN4RKN, Smit- 
Ray, W4EFH, Pete, K4GFA, Sib, 
ty, W4RWR, Charlie, K4CZY, 
Hal and KN4RHZ, Frank. 

Remember: Dade Emergency 
Net, Mon. 7:30 p.m. and Flamingo 
Net, Friday, 7:30 p.m., both on 
145.260. 

Lets hear from other 
VHF-UHF amateurs 
activities. Send all information 
to Lois Spencer, W4ZXK, 32 
Flagler Drive. Miami Spring's. 

1B Gh AN). LUD oye 
Lois, W4ZXK 


Florida 
and their 


A neighbor complained to the 
operator about his TVI. “Well, 
sir, it isn’t everyone that can tune 
in a CQ during their Western 
film? 
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SOUTHERNMOST HAM NEWS 


Key West, Florida — The new- 
est novice to break the general 
class ranks is our States Attor- 
ney, J. Lancelot Lester, K4OEX, 
Lance will be heard from three 
Telrex beams on a 65 foot tower, 
which will be energized by a 
KWS-1 and received by a 75A4. 
It is usually not done, but Lane 
will be SSB before he ever uses 
“ANCIENT MODULATION.” 


W4EJD, Club Station Trustee 
and Past President is on a month 
vacation trip during September. 


His Mobile may have worked 
some of you in North Florida 
enroute. 


W4YFW is putting in 6 meter 
equipment and expects to work 
all states from the southernmost 
location if his neighbors do not 
shoot him for being a Tennessee 
Valley Indian. 

W4AT is busy with the Coast 
Guard Net and does not take 
part in any of the Club activities, 
or the Monroe County Emergency 
Net. W4IIL has been missed be- 
cause of ill health. 

K4HEN is in Monroe County 
General Hospital according to Dr. 
Joe Scarlet who is his physician, 
and gave the reason for his ab- 
sence on the program at the last 
meeting of the Key West Ama- 
teur Radio Club, Ine. The pro- 
gram was on antennas and Har- 
ry was to demonstrate “L’ net- 
works. Three other parts were 
given as follows: Lance Lester 
K40EX — Feed Point Imped- 
ance Variation With Height 
Above Ground. 

John Lenkerd, W¢AK Y/4-VP7- 
NE (ExW4DNU) — Using PI 
Networks, Bob Wohosky, W4- 
YFW — Rules For VHF Anten- 
nas — With a proven 2 meter de- 
sign. Bob was forgiven by the 
Chamber of Commerce for hay- 
ing developed his 2 meter job in 
California after he said the 
Douglas Aircraft Lab measure- 
ments showed 28 DB gain. 

John Lenkerd W¢AKY/4, was 
voted into membership of the 
KWARC, Ine., and promptly 
placed on the program committee 
with W4BCZ at the September 
meeting. KN40EW has moved 
to North Carolina and his job 
as Secretary of the Club was 
handed to W4GAH, Dr. Jim 
Wardlaw MD, already a busy 
man, but one who knows how 
to organize his work and we feel 
sure that this important job will 
be well taken care of in the fu- 
ture. Cdr. McKnight, Naval Base 
Legal Officer, was voted into 
associate membership and will 


join the next class for novice li- ~ 


censes to be given by the club. 

W4MCX, Johnny Adams is 
getting his equipment in order 
ana should be heard on the air 
again soon. 

W4PWU is working on Skeds 
witn W4EFH at Homestead on 
2 & 6 Meters. 

W4ECZ has to take a trip to 
North Carolina the first week 
in October and hopes that he 
does not catch the Asian or any 
other kind of Flu. Key West 
climate is the best and a trip 
is always dangerous for the resi- 
dents. Hi W4KOH the XYL will 
probably maintain the traffic 
net schedules for him. 


GAINESVILLE HAM MAKES 
LOCAL NEWS 


The following article appeared 
in the “Gainesville Daily Sun”. 

Walter Johnston, 925 NW 13th 
Ave., was winner in a month-long 
contest among members of the 
Gainesville Amateur Radio Club 
to accumulate points by radio 
contacts to other amateur sta- 
tions throughout the world. 

Johnston, whose call number is 
W4TKE, won first place with 200 
separate contacts of which 42 
were with foreign countries. All 
were made from his home radio 
station. 

The points were accumulative, 
with contacts further away al- 
loted more points. The winner 
was announced Tuesday night at 
Reserve Center. 


NEW SMYRNA BEACH 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Officers attending the National 
ARRL Convention in Chicago 
Aug. 30 - 31-- Sept 1. 

William Blair, Pres., W40Y 

Herbert D. Zeigler, V.P., K4- 
LCF. 


William E. Perry, Sec., K4ISA. 
The club was organized June 
12, 1957 and has 14 members. 
The general committe officers 
are: W4OY; K4LCF and K4ISA. 


Club quarters are located at 
503 Wayne Ave. NSB and meet- 
ing are held monthly. TheNSARC 
will furnish the Red Cross in 
this area with short wave com- 
munications in case of disaster 
or emergency. The club will also 
maintain a net with the Daytona 
Beach Amateur Radio Club in 
case of an emergency. 

The club has a Novice class at 
the present time. This club has 
also made application for affili- 
ation with ARRL. 


NECK ‘N NECK 


This was the first time in his- 
tory of the Daytona Beach Ama- 
teur Radio Assn. Inc. when such 
a three man nomination for 
President finished up with a three 
way tie. After several go arounds 
the results were as follows: Pres. 
K4BV, Vice Pres. W4SDR, Sec- 
retary W4UHL, Treasurer K4- 
KRI and Activity Mgr. W4SDR. 
After the election of officers, 
Andy Clark, W4IYT SEC East- 
ern Florida, and assistant Editor 
of Florida Skip gave a report on 
AREC and Florida Skip. Both 
sounded very good. 


KV4BB now W4CG Bill of Ft. 
Myers is back in Florida. Check 
his interesting story in August 
CQ. 

* ok * 


If you don’t contact that DX 
station you call in the Antarica, 
it could be a one way skip. Re- 
ports say they experience TRUE 
“one way skips” and have com- 
plete fade-outs for days on end 
due to the concentrated iono- 
spheric activity. 

* *k * 


Found on company bulletin 
board: “20 inch boys bicycle for 
sale” signed TC. And carefully 
printed below “Don’t know any 
20 inch boys.” 

* * * 


MARS Broadcast number 22 
from Washington, D.C. to ALL 
MARS members. The communi- 
eations superiority of CW has 
been effectively demonstrated in 
military tests. As a result of this 
demonstrated superiority the 
chiefs MARS are preparing var- 
ious plans which will place more 
and more emphasis on this means 
of communications. It is contem- 
plated that such plans will in- 
clude giving preference for the 
issue of choice items of equip- 
ment and net frequency assign- 
ments. It is recommended that 
those MARS members who ope- 
rate on phone nets only begin 
to meet an occasional CW net for 


experience and credit. 
* * * 


If any Florida amateur is in- 
terested in the International Geo- 
graphical Year (IGY) for 1957- 
1958, you can obtain a world of 
very interesting FREE informa- 
tion by writing to: Ann Wagoner, 
National Academy of Sciences, 
National Research Council, 2101 
Constitution Avenue, Washing- 
ton 25, D.C. Why don’t you get 
in on the ARRL IGY project and 
take part in the greatest scien- 
tific endeavor in history. Drop 
a card to ARRL for full details. 


ARRL Bulletin 612. The 144 
me band was open August 18th 
between the west coast and Ha- 
wail when KH6UK was heard by 
W6NLZ at 200 PST and contact 
maintained until 2115. Nightly 
tests had been conducted since 
the record breaking QSO of July 
8th, and this was the first indi- 
cation of any signal since that 
time. 


Does anyone have a cheap mod- 
ulator for a home brew rig for 
sale? K4HGG, Dale, sure needs 
one. If you ever heard a “squalk” 
around 7275, you’ll know Dale 
has’nt bought one and is using 
what we call the “mess”. 


Welcome to the Fort Lauder- 
dale area and guest of Bud, W4- 
CNO, is Chick, W8QCQ. Hope 
you enjoy your stay Chick and 
hope to hear you on son. 


At the Broward Amateur 
Radio Club’s last meeting, Rex 
Bassett, W4QS, displayed his 
1000 watt P.E.P. transmitter 
which fits into the palm of his 
hand. Tne rig uses 6 - 6CL6’s. 


Fred, K4BGU, of Jacksonville, 
reports he took the family on 
an auto trip to the West Coast 
and arrived home safely. Enroute 
he enjoyed eye-ball QSO’s with 
W5RR, K4BSS, W5CAC, W¢Z- 
TH and her OM Tom (who pushes 
Collin’s trailer around). Unfor- 
tunately, he did NOT have a 
mobile rig in the wagon. Better 
luck next time Fred. 


Dick, W4GL, the Tennessee 
country boy, has agreed to write 
some technical articles on an- 
tennas for the SKIP. Dick has 
gone “citified” in metropolitan 
Miami but has always practiced 
what he preaches as can be told 
by the signal he puts out. He 
won’t tell but like he did for 
Uncle Sugar (took the termin- 
ated end of the north end of a 
rhombic and piped it into the 
south end so that at the north 
end he had several more db.) 
he’ll help us all on the Great 
American Ham pastime — an- 
tennas. 


L. Q. Slopoth is again left with 
a lil ole corner to fill. 


| 


a 


4 
@ 
: 
a 


Florida Skip 


SWABUSEL 
NOTE: Fiorida Skip does not 
assume any _ responsibility for 
condition, price, etc. of any item 
listed in this column. 
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This column is FREE to any Li- 
censed Radio Amateur. There is no 
limit to the number of 
‘individual may list. All listings are 
cancelled each month. If your list- 
ing is not moved, it will be neces- 
sary to relist the following month. 


items an 


CRYSTALS 7010 ke 
Loiders, Z for $1 p.p. New, unused 
4154 tubes, 2 for $13., K4PNY, 5387 
IN.wW. 84th. Ter., Gainesville. 


precision in 


Kor SALH Factory 
pecout fbov m original carton, pest 
olsec Over yu. USead Gonset lu-1li 
converter, $15, K4ABV, 1611 High 
pt, weesourg. 


wired Globe 


. WAN LIuI) Power trans. 
e€acin slue Orc Center at 
ascaBby, ibis wcrigu Se, 


2,000 volts 
ouU Mus. 
Leesburg. 


ron SALMH wznigut tape recorder, 
wyto., Malnac Ab-vi fidu., raico vinra- 
pack, v yuirS lilput, 4vuv.and oduv volt 
euvuv Nill. OULTPUl, pZU. meath ~Q” mu- 
Upuler 96., av'l-1Za trans. and new 
mMatening Abit-zZvJ-Al revr. Z5UU-b(uU 
KC, 6, 14, Or z4 volt input, eacn $2v. 
‘re-Cratt 4 meter converter, 14-15 
me. i, $24., BC-6389 revr. 100-156 
meu, tu. Bill Spencer, W4ZXL, 32 
piagler Dr., Miami Springs. 

4-250’s, 300-600 
transtormer, lvv. 
db6s; s8(Zs, filter 
condensers, CuOnes, variac, meters 
or O.uher gear tor d0v to luvv watt 
_rausmitter. K4iHG, 1U08zZ Terry, 
Lakeland. 


WAN'LED~— 4-125’s, 
Wate modulation 
iva: fll. trans., 


FOR SAL# Large ie cit 2 meter 
(522) gear, six recvrs., four trans. 
Three iarge power supplies with re- 
lays ete. some converted, most rack 
mounted. Wnhole lot »100 or sell sep- 
arately. K4DHG, 1032 Terry, Lake- 
Janda. 


FOR SALE RME69 with 6BA6-6BAT 
front end, extal calib. and speaker, 
good shape $75. 10 meter converter 
with pwr. supply 7 me. output $15. 
- BC221 with xtal less book, $25. De- 


juxe xibroplex, $12. Jones micro- 
match with meter $27. K4DHG, 1032 
Terry, Lakeland. 


FOR SALE Navy HRO revr., chas- 
sis stripped with 7 coils (190 kc- 
30 mc) Basis for building good revr. 
$35. .5-1.5 command revr., converted, 
$10. 1.5-3.0 ke command revr. new 
$10. K4DHG, 1032 Terry, Lakeland. 


Will trade NC-73 with Speaker for 
100 watt VFO transmitter. W4DWK, 
Box 38A, Rt. 4, Juno, Fla. 


For Sale. Johnson Viking II with 
VFO. Clean job. Excellent DX re- 
cord. Hear it on 40 and 15 daily. 
Price $200.00. K4GVD, Route 1, Box 


1025, Eau Gallie, Fla. 
For Sale. Hallicratter BC-669 with 
power supply. Excellent condition 


$200.00. Bill Slep, W4FHY, P.O. Box 
178, Ellenton, Fla. 


WANTED DX-100, Viking II, Tape 
recorder, commercial made 3 band 
(10-15-20 mtr.) vertical antenna. J.W. 
Donahue, K4PNY, 537 N.W. 34th 
Ter., Gainesville, Fla. 


Wanted: Power transformer 1250 
volts AC each side of center at 
400 ma., or near these ratings. Har- 
ry W. Dryer, K4HEN, 16 Hilton 
Dr., Key West. 


For Sale. Tubes, Brand new, $813’s. 
$8.00, 829B’s $4.50, 832A’s $3.50, 810’s 
$7.50, HWimac 250TH $15.00, 4-250’s 
$20.00. ARC-4 two meter receiver/ 
transmitter complete with tubes and 
12V dynamotor $35.00. Plate trans- 
former. Collins —3500 ~V-G.ta vat = 230) 
Ma. $25.00. Complete Motorola 30-40 
Me FM receiver $125.00. Elmac 6V 
mobile receiver supply $20.00. Com- 
plete Collins power supply $35.00. 
Crico two meter 25 watt mobile 
transmitter $35.00. Bill Slep, W4FHY, 
Box 178, EUenton, Fla. 


FOR SALE Morrow 5 band conver- 
ter with mounting bracket, built-in 
noise limiter. AVC. Instruction man- 
ual. Used one month. Cost $79.95. 
My price $35.00 shipped prepaid. 
Send check or money order to S. F. 
Andis, W4OXW, 314 Bast 16th St., 
Hialeah. 


FOR SALE Brand new Heath-kit. Q 


multiplier, wired, never used. $10. 
KN4RAI, 1418 Jefferson Rd., Dade 
City, Fla. 

For Sale. Open rack transmitter 


750 watts CW and 500 watts phone. 
All band, VFO using 4-125’s in mod- 
ulator and final. $125.00. RMWH-69 
receiver, DM-36 six and ten conver- 
ter, with 8 inch PM matching speak- 
er. $45.00. BC348M receiver with 12 
volt dynamotor, $50.00 or $200.00 for 
all of it or will trade for DX-100 
in operating condition. Herb Roland, 
W4LSR, 9808 Little River Dr., Miami 


47, phone PL §8-7015. 


Wanted: Good clean BC-610. Ralph 
F. Coady, W4BNI, 4316 S. Coolidge 
Ave., Tampa 11, Fla. 


For Sale. Gonset Tri-band conver- 
ter $18.00. Commercial built 100 watt 


e.w. transmitter using 6L6 Osc. 6L6 
buff. to 809’s PP. Has provisions 
for modulations. Antenna change 


over relay, 6.3 VAC filament trans- 
former built on 6 inch standard 19 
inch steel panel. Has heavy duty 
parts throghout. In good clean con- 


dition. $12.00. Andrew -C. Clark, 
W4IYT, 41 Lenape Drive, Miami 
Springs, TU 8-3874. 


FOR SALE: 


Complete mobile rig. 
Harvey-Wells 


T90, trans. BHlmac 
PMR7 receiver. Also Vikink I, Hal- 
licrafters SX99 and Hammarlund 
SP-400. Make offer. K4CHB or K4- 


IRZ, Rt. 1, Box 659A, Tarpon Springs 


FOR SALE: 6AG7-SO7TW bandswiteh- 
ing xmtr. with screen modulator and 
power supplies. Bedside ragchewer 
80-40 mtrs. trans. and revr. like 
Jan. CQ magazine. Make offer. K4- 
OBM, 10923 N.E. 9th Ct. -Miami. 


FOR 
mtr., 


SALE: 3 el. wide spaced 10 
3 el. wide spaced 15 mtr., and 
3 el. medium spaced 20 mtr. beams 
with 21 foot 14%” mast, plus TR2 
all for $120. or make offer on in- 
dividual items. K4CTU, 1385 N.W. , 
135th St., Miami. Hl 


FOR SALE: 7 me., 100 ke, 10 ke.,' 
freq. standard with power 
Q multiplier 455 ke. IF. Antenna- { 
scope with 100 microamp Triplett) 
meter. Illuminated National ICN}|| 
dial. National ACN dial. Make offer.! 


K40BM, 10923 N.E. 9th Ct., Atlant 


FOR SALE: Viking Valiant $350.' 
KW power supply and GG KW final: 
amp. with 813’s in cabinet, needs 
final tuning and loading condensers, | 
tank coil and an 866-A, $100. K4CTU,| 
Tee ING VWs LOUtIY me Gey 


Miami, | 
i 


FOR SALE: 1 WRL-M-90 Screen’} 
modulator wired and tested $12. 40, | 
meter transmitter BC459A converted jf 
to 110v AC with 600v and 310 VDC 
power supply and BC455 40 meter} 
receiver converted to 110 VAC with 
power supply $20. Stancor 203-A mo- 
bile rig with AC power. supply $35. |} 
10 meter mobile whip 4.00 BC454 [ff 
converted for AC and works on 1( H 
meters only and is very hot $15.(f 
Everett Powell, W4IMU, 1489 NWi4j 
40th St., Miami. Phone NE _ 5-6805. {ij 


SMALL FRY 


The Reheem Electronics Lab- 
oratory of Downey, California 
has developed a_ transistorized 
power supply 1 3/4 inch by 2 
5/8 inch by 4 1/2 inch with an 
input voltage of 20 volts at 2.5 
amps with outputs of 200, 250 or 
550 v with loads up to 175 ma. 
They ciaim the unit should oper- 
ate at tull load in excess of 4000 
hours without maintenance of any 
kind. This unit should be perfect 
for emergency communication 
units and very easy to lug around. 
‘hey are aiso working on units 
for 6 and 12 voit input. 


WANTED 


Someone to head up the RTTY 
column. We have about 15 or 20 
radloteietype amateurs in Florida 
and its high time more fellows 
tfearn a little more about how 
the stuif works and what fre- 
quencies are used mostly. 

Do we have any takers? 

Through such a column, tests 
and scnedules could be set up 
and pernaps even a RTTY net 
established. How about it? 


W4GAH has moved to his new 
home on East Flagler Avenue, 
and will have a separate Ham 
shack away from the “Harem.” 
Doc has four daughters and says 
that his call stands for “Got A 
Haren”’. 


1-3000 volt @ 350 MA bride trans- 
former. 115 v. prim. New $20.00. 
1-UTC mod: transformer, 4 KW 
audio §33’s ppp sec. 1200-2400 ohms. 
570 Ibs. Cost $500, sell for $50. 
TUBES 
s-new 8002 R 1200 watt plate dis- 


sipation triodes @ $12 each. 
l-new 304TH. $10. 
2-Exe. 1500 T’s @ $25. 
1-Morrow 38BR converter exe, 75- 
20-10 mtrs. $25. 
1-Fil. transformer for 8002R tubes. 


(16 v. @ 39 amps.) 115 v. pri. $20. 
1-low capacity (20 UUFD) for 8002R, 
EDDS Vato, OL s Oe Ghd 2e4 and 16 
volts. 115. ‘v. “pri. $25. 

Il-new Gonset 20 meter Bantam 
Be m_ $80. 

--Johnson heavy duty rotator, less 
drive motor and selsyns exc. $50. 

1-7 ton worm drive winch 33- 
with 100 ft. 5/16 stainless steel cable, 
$50. 

1-1400 volt @ 
ply complete @ 
Diek Adcock, 


250 MA bridge sup- 
$30. 
W4GL. PL 1-4502. 


For Sale:- Viking II & VFO. Best 
offer. over $225.00. Ed Richmond, 
K4HNA, 2706 Derbyshire, Lakeland, 
Fla. Phone MU 4-33864. 


For Sale: NC-300 with XCU-300, in 
working order (but deserves a re- 
alignment) $350. at Jacksonville. 
K4BGU, Phone EX 8-8061. 


For Sale: Model Sg-8 Sig. gen. $14. 
TC-2 Heath tube checker $22.50. 
Model GD-1B grid dip meter $15.00. 
Heath model V-6 VTVM with high 
voltage probe $20.00. Heath T-3 Sig- 
nal tracer $18.00. All items with in- 
struction manuals. C. H. Ostien, 
K4CBEJ, 16 Corydon Dr., Miami 
Springs. TU 8-4971. 


NEWS FROM THE NEWS 


Edited by Bob Aaronson, W4PBH 

Fellows, did you ever sit down 
and really read your local news- 
paper? If not, you are probably 
not aware that stashed away in 
the cavernous depth of words 
every so often are a few lines 
about and concerning hams. These 
articles, usually buried in the 
women’s section or whichever 
one you don’t happen to read, can 
be quite interesting. 

The editor of this column 
would really appreciate it if you 
OM’s and XYL’s would turn off 
the rig once in awhile and hunt 
up some interesting items that 
will help to keep this column full. 
Please send any contributions to 
me at: 7841 SW 50 Ct. Miami 43. 

* * * 

One ot the most recent ham 
visitors to Miami Beach was 
Prince Talal Ben Abdul Aziz Al 
Saud, HZITA. Prince Saud, a 
one time communications mini-~ 
ster of Saudi Arabia, was here 
with his wife and a party of six, 
over the weekend of August 17. 
Although only the fifteenth in 
line for the Arabian throne, he 
was still able to pay Fontaine- 
bleau prices for three days. 

This was the third time he’s 
been here, and he says he hopes 
to return soon for some swimming 
and tennis. The editor will be 
sure to get a special telephone 
interview with the Prince if he 
does return. Prince Saud left 
Miami for a visit in Cuba. 

* K * 

Quite a few good stories show 
up in the advice to the lovelorn 
columns. Here’s one of ’em: 

“What do you think of a girl 
having to play second fiddle to 
a transmitter?” writes Vivian. 
“My boy friend is a ham radio 
operator. I am extremely proud 
of. him, he’s the most adoreable 
thing this side of heaven. He’s 
smart, says he loves me and all 
my girl friends are envious of 
me. (Sounds just like all us 
OM’s) But, he never finds time 
to call on me. I have called him 
at times and then waited a couple 
of days to see if he would call me. 

Did he? Nope! He tells me he 
forgot because he was so busy 
with his transmitter.” 

After numerous other com- 
plaints and heart-throbs comes 
the reply from the colmunist. 
She tells Vivian to suggest to 
her boy friend that he tune in 
on her wave length more often. 

Editor’s aside: We think Vi- 
vian should get her ticket and 
catch him when he’s on the air!) 

* * ok 

More in future issues if you'll 

send ’em in. 
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FLOWERS TO FLORIDA SKIP 


The last issue of Florida Skip 
is even more attractive than the 
first. Art Lynch, W4DKG, 
Fort Myers — Thanks for copies 
of Florida Skip. I enjoyed read- 
ing them and learning of all the 
activity in Florida. I can truth- 
fully say that your efforts excels 
any others I have seen. . . Joe 
Shannon, W4MI, SCM Alabama. 
— Received Florida Skip and I 
want you folks to know how 
wonderful it is. I sit down and 
read it from cover to cover even 
though I know very few of the 
people mentioned. Keep up the 
good work... Virginia and Ralph 
Harvey KZ5VR/KZ4RV, Canal 
Zone. — Last copy of Florida 
Skip is great! Keep them coming 
.. . Bob Aaronson, -W4PBH, 
South Miami. — Thanks for the 
Florida Skip. I surely enjoyed 
reading it. You must have a lot 
of reporters. Sure a lot of news. 
Earl Johnston, SCM, Kansas. — 
Think Florida Skip a fine publi- 
cation for all of us. . . James L. 
Butcher, K4GCD, Perrine — En- 
joyed very much the copies of 
Florida Skip and congratulations 
on a fine job. . Art Melvin, 
W4UHY, State C. D. Communi- 
cations Officer, Jacksonville. 

Its a nice paper 
needed in Florida. . . Bill Ethier, 
W4HKJ, Miami — I want to 
compliment you fellows on your 


and surely 


very FB Florida Skip. . . Mert 
W@KXL/NIY, Editor, CLIX, 
Kansan City, Kans. “T’ve 


shown your second issue of Flor- 
ida Skip to Bud (Budlong-ARRL) 
and we both agree - you can’t 
put out a paper like that for a 
buck. It’s one of the best, if not 
the best that we’ve seen.” ... 
George Hart, W1NJM, National 
Emergency Coordinator. 


oops. . 


W4LMT, whose call did not 
appear in last month’s issue on 
the front page as being the se- 
cond good looking guy from the 
left in the picture. Ken is NCS 
of the Florida Phone Traffic Net 
which meets each morning at 
7 a.m. on 3945 ke. except Sunday. 
Ken uses a Collins 30-FXB (1935 
vintage) with improvements - 
not exactly a la Collins. Power 
runs about 150 watts. The re- 
ceiver is a Halicrafter SX-16. 
The antenna is an 80 meter half 
wave with tuned center fed feed- 
ers, open wire. Main station is 
set up in living room. If you 
are up around 7 am., give a 
listen on 3945. 


Henry B. 


MeMutria, 
ORS/OPS and PAM Eastern Florida 


FLORIDA NET 
(CW) REACTIVATED 


Route Manager E. Fla. 


October 15th will be the kick- 
off date for the Florida Net to 
resume operation. FN shut down 
for the summer months due to 
very heavy static and poor con- 
ditions. It will be operated on 
a 5 day week, (Union regula- 
tions) and will last from 1900 
EST until ALL traffic has been 
completed. This usually takes 
about 80 minutes. The net will 
have a rotating NCS. We will 
try this on a six month basis so 
all may have a chance to become 
familiar with the duties of a 
Net Control Station. We will al- 
so have a representative from 
FN to the 4RN each night, which 
will tie us in to the National 
Traffic System (NTS). This will 
also be taken on a six month ro- 
tating basis. For a starter, W4- 
OZC will be NCS for the first 
week each night, and we will 
iron out the wrinkles and appoint 
stations for NCS and 4RN. 


There will be two frequencies 
for FN. The primary frequency 
will be 3675 ke, and during ad- 
verse conditions will shift to 7140 
ke. This is purely a guess, and 
will be made certain at a later 
date. All members will be no- 
tified of the exact 40 meter fre- 
quency. 


Any station that QNI (checks 
in) with a book message, that 
is one text and several addresses, 
will have all stations necessary 
made available to him so that 
he need only send the message 
once. Any station that QNI with 
an abnormal amount of traffic 


W4TAS, Bradenton 


NOMINATIONS OPEN 


The 1957 Edison Award once 
more will honor an amateur who 
has rendered outstanding public 
service — will be a tribute to 
the assistance which all radio 
amateurs offer their communities 
and the nation when need arises. 
A committee of distinguished and 
impartial judges will select the 
Edison Award winner. He or she 
will be chosen from candidates 
who are nominated in letters 
from you and others. Since only 
names submitted by letter will 
be considered for the award, your 
participation and support are es- 
sential, 


Start now to chose a suitable 
candidate. Check QST and CQ 
for rules of the award. Why not 
get a few Florida amateurs in 
on this deal? We have several 
good workers around the state 
and they should get credit for 
their efforts. This would be a 
good club project or several clubs 
could get together on one candi- 
date and give he or she your 
full support. What do we have 


to lose? 
i¢ 


will have a sked made for that 
same evening with all necessary 
stations so he may clear all traf- 
fic at once. When FN shuts down, 
all traffic should be clear. Th? 
4RN representative will take al! 
out of state traffic to the 4RN 
FN members will receive only 
traffic for their area. 


All Florida c.w. men and wo- 
men are cordially invited to join 
the FN. We will help you all we 
can to learn how to handle c.w. 
traffic. 


FLORIDA RACES 


County RACES organizations 
in the state with approved plans 
now total 13 and the State 
RACES plan. Plans for 4 coun- 
ties are in the mill at present 
and it is hoped other counties 
will be coming up with RACES 
plans very soon. 

The new Civil Defense opera- 
tional divisions of the state will 
require radio communications of 
a type that the radio amateur i 
RACES can_ readily provide. 
These are 6 meter and 2 meter 
operation and command circuits 
for the county to Metropolitan 
Target Area control. 


You are urged to participate 
in the RACES program and to 
develop organizations in the 
counties that do not have RACES. 
Go see your civil defense director 
and find out what is needed and 
let’s really put RACES in action 
in Florida. 

Counties with approved plans 
and their Radio Officers are: 

Brevard — W4HCG 
Broward — 

Columbia — W4YNM 
Dade — W4KGJ 
Escambia — W4HIZ 
Lake — W4YAN 
Leon — W4ACB 
Hillsborough — W40Z 
Manatee — Roy Breen 
Orange — W4TOD . 
Pinellas — W4FIO 
Sarasota — W4LMT 
Volusia — W4RWM 

Plans are in the mill for Polk, 
Okaloosa, Osceola, and St. Johns 
counties. 

The many amateurs who at- 
tended the fine VHF picnic at 
Tavares, show the growing in- 
terest in these bands. Increased 


operation in the VHF bands is | 


greatly needed and there is ample 
space up there to move around 
in. 

These are the frequencies 
where the majority of RACES 
operations will occur and should 
be developed to the highest de- 
gree. 

Will be looking for you on 6 
and 2 meters. 

Art Melvin W4UHY 
State Communications 
Officer 


WHARA 


“The Wireless Works Weekly” 
is a sporadic publication of the 
Winter Haven Amateur Radio 
Association. The WHARA meets 
the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. at various 
club members homes. They put 
out a neat club bulletin to all 
its members. Good luck gang 
from FLORIDA SKIP. 
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HANDY MEETS WITH 


FLORIDA CLUBS 


Mr. F. E. Handy, W1BDI, Com- 
munications Manager for the 
ARRL, West Hartford, Conn., 
was guest speaker at several of 
our clubs this month. 


Ed is noted for his many arti- 
cles in QST on traffic handling, 
net procedure and amateur emer- 
gency communications. 


His talks were enjoyed by all, 
especially the information on how 
operations, etc., are carried on at 
League Headquarters. 


Good to have you with us Ed, 
and give the gang at Hartford 
our best 73. 


AMATEUR PUBLICATIONS 


The staff of Florida Skip Inc., 
would like to congratulate the 
editors and publishers of the fol- 
lowing amateur publications. 
“PANN” Pacific Area Net News, 
edited and published by Vic S. 
Gash, W7FIX, 511 East 71st St., 
Seattle 15, Washington. “Morn- 
ing Watch” edited and published 
by Ev Battey W4IA, Warrenton, 
Virginia. “The Aute-Call” edit- 
ed by Ralph V. Anderson W3NL 
and published by the Washington 
Mobile Radio Club. The newest 
thing in DX is the “DX Bulletin” 
edited and published by Don 
Chesseh W4KVX, _ Burlington, 
Kentucky. Don is also the new 
DX editor for “CQ”. Congts. 
Don. All of the above mentioned 
publications are very neatly done 
and contain a world of up-to- 
date information. All charge a 
small fee to cover printing and 
mailing. If interested in receiv- 
ing a copy, drop ’em a line. 


G. H. George, W4PJU, ARRL Emergency Coordinator for Hen- 
dry County. NCS on Tropical Phone Traffic Net (Daily 1730) 
for Saturday. Very active in traffic work. Holder of countless 


BPL awards. 


George has worked WAC and DXCC. 


SKIP TO JAPAN 


Word comes from Charles W. 
Patterson K4JCF of Tarpon 
Springs, Fla., that a good buddy 
of his, Marty Fernberg K4KDA 
of Hialeah, was shipped overseas 
to Japan by the U. S. Army. 
Charles sent in a_ subscription 
for Marty so he wouldn’t be quite 
so lonesome for the Florida gang. 
Marty is now on the mailing list 
and receives his monthly issue. 
If anyone would like to drop 
Marty a card his QTH is: S/Segt. 
M. E. Fernberg 1273775, H&MS 
12, MAG 12, Lst. MAW, c/o 
FPO, San Francisco, Calif. Hope 
you enjoy the following issues 
Marty. (Andy). 


Preacher, W4DUE, is looking 
for checker players to have con- 
test via radio. Ever tried play- 
ing checkers like that? 


You call the driver of a car a 
motorist—until he comes a little 
too close. 


‘JA MISSUS? 


We had reasons galore for 
not printing the Skip in No- 
vember. 


Hope you didn’t miss us 
too much. We'll try not and 
combine two issues again. 


K4LQS 


BEHIND THE GREEN KEYS 
By Don Wiggins, W4EHU 


This column will be devoted to 
news and views of the Florida 
hams who peck away at the little 
green keys on their Teletype 
machines! RTTY activity in our 
state seems to be on the increase 
and we will be happy to assist 
in any way. For this first col- 
umn, we do not have a great deal 
of news so we will try to initiate 
the uninitiated in what RTTY 
is all about. 


Several years ago, some of the 
remaining “experimenter” type 
hams persuaded the commercial 
wire services to release obsolete 
Teletype equipment to amateurs 
instead of the scrap metal boys. 
Little time was lost in working 
out the techniques for hamband 
operation and authorization for 
frequency shift keying (F-1) was 
soon forthcoming from the FCC. 
Presently, there are several thou- 
sand printers scattered around 
the country and contacts can be 
made with almost all parts of the 
country. 


What is the fascination of this 
branch of our hobby? There is 
a real thrill in watching a mes- 
sage typed out in front of your 
eyes which originates hundreds 
or thousands of miles away! The 
traffic men like to see those 
messages roll out at 60 wpm and 
the rag-chewers can let their 
thoughts have a more free reign 
than CW permits. However, the 
big fascination to many hams is 
the chance to tinker with circuits 
and perhaps to again pioneer in a 
relatively new field that has not 
been taken over by the manufac- 
turers. So if you are getting a 

(Continued on Back Page) 
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FLORIDA SKIP 
c/o Andy Clark W41YT 
41 Lenape Drive 
MIAMI SPRINGS, Fla. 


October 14, 1957. 

Dear Andy: 

In October issue, on page six, 
under NECK ’N NECK, I was 
greatly intrigued by the MARS 
BC No. 22 re the (alleged) super- 
iority of CW for net operations. 

Working SSB for over three 
years I’m amazed and flabber- 
gasted that they’re not wise to 
the demonstrated superiority of 
SSB when it boils down to really 
getting through. 


As a matter of passing interest 
the MARS station at K2USA 
operates SSB with no pain and 
no strain. 


Not too long ago we had a 
LONG rag-chew on 15 meters 
with HZ1AB, and we were show- 
ing 40 watts (input on a growl) 
for a Q5/9 plus and, believe me, 
we exchanged a lot more real 


‘intelligence’ with SSB than 
could possibly have been done 
with C. W. IN THE SAME 


SPACE OF TIME. AM would 
never do it. 

For a large number in a round- 
table you can’t beat ssb with 
vox/qt control if you really want 
speed, accuracy, and quick veri- 
fication. 

Cordially yours, 
Fred. 
K4BGU 


DO YOU JUST BELONG? 


Are you an active member, the 
kind that would be missed; 

Or are you contented that your 
name is on the list? 

Do you attend the meetings and 
mingle with the block 

Or do you stay at home to criti- 
cize and knock? 

Do you take an active part to 
help the work along 

Or are you satisfied to only just 
belong ? 

Do you ever go to visit a mem- 
ber who is sick 

Or leave the work to just a few 
and talk about tthe clique? 

Think it over member, you know 
right from wrong 

ARE YOU AN ACTIVE MEM- 
BER — OR DO YOU JUST 
BELONG? 
From The Lehigh Vally Ham) 


Copeehokee, Fla. 


Dere sir: 

bin wonderin’ how cum yall 
caint give a lil space to us po 
folks down heah doin a lil ranch- 
in. We uns got wit a few thet 
meats most ever nite with the 
Possum Net aand tries to git to- 
gether fo to help us make a bet- 
ter livin. Lots of Ius bin on the 
air a long time and maybe sum- 
tim will git a sit in thet olt 
timers chair. 


done all my learnin from sum 
books I found which sez U. S. 
Army 1918. Sumone left sum 
real gud pitchurs in em two. Bin 
trying to git holt of sum of the 
east or west coast guys fer a long 
time but can only here a few 
onct in a while and then theys 
real week way down to one end of 
my hom made receever. Hits bat- 
tery operated cuz we uns aint 
got no leeky noisy power lines 
hereabouts. Hit a real shor nuff 
fust clas job receever with 3 nobs 
and 4 toobs stick in koils and real 
zid sheelded in one of my gud 
shiny gallon likker cans. Its a 
reel gud receever but gess them 
east and west coast guys operate 
where they uns want lik we uns 
doo. 


What my problem has bin is 
thet all my geer come from Sears 
Roebuck and some how or tother 
I didn’t git theer last catelog. 
Last un I got is number 1939. 
Corse they aint but 2 of usns in 
this lil 10 thosand acker lot and 
I bin savin them radio pages till 
last but day fore yestidy I find 
them pages with battries is miss- 
in. I shore am in bad need of 
nother catelog. Caint sum good 
ham git me one down to Chopee- 
hokee PO? Caleman ther gud 
customer of mine and he will be 
shur I git it real pronto. Plees 
be shur all them radio pages is 
theer and thet the rest of the 
pages is not sliky paper. 

37’s E 
Ezra Kowpoke Twistail 


SKIP TO TURKEY 


A subserption from Istanbul, 
Turkey where George R. Bible Jr. 
WAUIV/TAS, I. C. A., APO 380, 
New York, N. Y., is stationed 
with the Turkish Airlines, came 
through thanks to Bob Watson, 
W4DTV in Miami. George re- 
ports that there are a couple of 
MARS stations on over there, 
but as yet they won’t allow U. S. 
civilians on the air. Hope to 
hear more from him soon. 


Overheard on a 40 meter ec. w. 
net: “Dear Mom please sent fif- 
teen dollars. I want to get mar- 
ried. Love Dick.” Poor Mom. 


OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 
628 FROM ARRL 
HEADQUARTERS WEST 
HARTFORD, CONN., NOV. 7, 
1947 TO ALL RADIO 
AMATEURS BT 


The 50 Mc band has been open 
to Europe almost daily since 
October 25. The MUF has reach- 
ed 50 Mc as early as 0640 EST 
and openings last up to 5 and 
one half hours. Stations worked 
two way include EI2W 50.016, 
LA9T 50.04, SM5CHH 50.2, 
LA5YE and LATY. Transcontin- 
ental openings are frequent, usu- 
ally beginning around 1130 EST. 
Commercial services near 50 Me 
in Hawaii and Alaska have been 
heard on the East Coast, but 
more activity is needed in these 
areas. European amateurs are 
working crossband from 28 Me, 
both phone and cw, and this is 
encouraged. In such work US 
amateurs are reminded that con- 
tinuous carrier operation below 
51 Mc is contrary to regulations. 
US amateurs working crossband 
duplex with Europeans on 28 Me 
are inviting FCC citations and 
causing much needless interfer- 
ence AR. 


OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 629 
FROM ARRL HEADQUAR- 
TERS WEST HARTFORD, 
CONN., NOV. 14, 1957 TO 

ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT 


The 6 meter band is open daily 
over a wide geographical area 
for long periods of time. K6GDI 
worked EI2W Nov. 5 for what is 
believed to be the first West 
Coast contact with Europe on 
50 Mc. Several KH6s have work- 
ed as far east as Wisconsin and 
Tennessee. Japanese stations are 
working the West Coast again. 
California amateurs have worked 
ZE2IV, ZE2JE, VQ2PL and ZS- 
3G recently between 1015 and 
1400 PST. The first 50 Mc. WAS 
thus appears imminent. CT3AE, 
Madeira, worked several East 
Coast stations Nov. 14, begin- 
ning about 0815 EST. With the 
MUF reaching record levels on 
the North Atlantic path, the 
possibility of crossband work 
with European stations on 70 Me 
should not be overlooked. Any- 
one able to listen on 70 Me is 
asked to get in touch with W1- 
HDQ at once AR. 


John Lowe of Lake Wales who 
is blind and bedridden worked 
real hard and passed his Condi- 
tional exam. His new eall is 
K4HJV and will be on 40 soon. 
If there is will there is a way. 
Congratulations John from the 
Staff of Florida Skip! 


SELENIUM RECTIFIERS 


Improper handling, abuse, or 
malfunctioning of selenium rec- 
tifiers can result in serious injur- 
ies and illness to personnel. 


These rectifiers are normally 
very reliable when operated with- 
in rated voltage and current 
limits. However, a circuit or 
rectifier malfunction causing 
failure of the rectifier will cause 
liberation of selenium dioxide 
fumes. These fumes are poison- 
ous and must not be inhaled. 
Concentrations greater than 0.1 
part per million may cause lung 
damage and serious liver disease. 
Skin contact with selenium com- 
pounds may cause absorption of 
the material through the skin or 
give rise to contact dermatitis. 

When malfunction of the rec- 
tifier occurs, the damaged recti- 
fier should not be handled while 
it is hot, in order to avoid inhala- 
tion of poisonous fumes or ab- 
sortion of poisonous selenium 
compound through the skin. 


OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 
619 FROM ARRL 
HEADQUARTERS WEST 
HARTFORD, CONN. SEPT. 
26 1957 TO ALL RADIO 
AMATEURS BT 


The Edison Radio Amateur 
Award is issued annually to an 
FCC licensed amateur who has 
performed a meritorious public 
service while pursuing his hobby. 
Start now to choose your candi- 
date for the 1957 award. Nomi- 
nations close January 3, 1958. 
Page 97 of September QST has 
further details. 


SPECIFICATIONS FOR 
RADIO BUILDING 


Building 18’ x 20’. 

To be of 4” Veneer Brick Wall. 

9 ft. ceiling. 

2 doors 36” wide with glass. 

6 windows, 2 sash 30”, roller. 

Asphalt or wooden shingles 
(cheapest desired). 

4” concrete or wooden floor. 

Chimney as placed on inside 
partition. 

Concrete base for Motor Gen- 
erator 24%’ x 6%’ x 2’ deep. 

Bids to specify length of time 
of construction. Post Office De- 
partment holds right to reject 
any or all bids. 

Air Mail Station 

Bellefonte, Pa. 

October 3, 1919 
Superintendent of Radio 
Col. Jas. C. Edgerton 
Post Office Department 

Watch this column for some 
interesting stories from Col. 
Edgerton. 


- 
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ST. PETERSBURG AMATEUR 
RADIO CLUB 
By BILL W4WME 


Thursday, October 24th, was 
not the regular meeting night for 
the St. Pete. Amateur Radio 
Club. The date had been set up 
one day to meet the busy sched- 
ule of John Porter W4KGJ our 
SCM for Eastern Florida. De- 
spite this fact the attendance was 
gratifyingly large. Along with 
large numbers of our own mem- 
bers we had a large group from 


Tampa, another group from 
Clearwater and many others 
from points as far away as 
Jacksonville! 


The meeting itself could hardly 
be called “regular” for we all 
found it entertaining, informa- 
tive and very much worth while. 


In the hour allotted to him 
John very completely covered 
ARRL, RACES, C. D., Emer- 
gency Net and general operating 
procedures, answering questions 
as he went along. After his talk 
he passed out various operating 
aids and urged the filing of ap- 
plications for various ARRL ap- 
pointments. He also discussed 
very completely the requirements 
for each appointment, and clear- 
ed up some confusing points for 
many of those present. He then 
showed pictures of the new C. D. 
building and equipment set-up in 
Miami and kept up a running 
commentary all the time. Long 
after his allotted time was up 
John was still answering ques- 
tions and holding the interest of 
everyone right up to the time 
that refreshments were announc- 
ed. We, at St. Pete. are extreme- 
ly grateful to our SCM for the 
swell job he is doing for us both 
as individuals and as an organ- 
ization. 


VEST-TYPE BATTERY 


A major difficulty is maintain- 
ing radio communications in the 
Arctic involves the operation of 
small, hand-carried or wman- 
packed radio sets normally now- 
ered by dry batteries. While the 
radio itself operates satisfactor- 
ily at low temperatures, standard 
dry batteries rapidly lose voltage 
and become inoperative. As an 
answer to this problem, the Sig- 
nal Corps have designed a flex- 
ible cased battery which can be 
worn as a vest under arctic-type 
clothing, thus furnishing protec- 
tion against extremely low tem- 
peratures by utilizing body heat 
to keep the batteries warm. 


DAYTONA BEACH AMATEUR 
RADIO ASSN. 
By W4SDR 


Results of recent survey of 
DBARA members show an aver- 
age of eight hours a week operat- 
ing time, preferably on 20 to 40 
meters. Most are interested in 
rag chewing with DX running a 
close second. 


November 15th officially ended 
the 1957 hurricane season and 
DBARA’s first summer of emer- 
gency communications activity. 
Considerable progress was made. 
Permanent antenna installed, 
auxiliary generator purchased 
and wired into a permanent dis- 
tribution system, operating plans 
established, efficiency of operat- 
ing personnel increased and the 
whole lash-up proved dependable 
by three extended drills. The Red 
Cross and Weather Bureau ex- 
pressed satisfaction with the pro- 
gram and its performance in 
tests. There is some room for 
improvement and pressing need 
for more competent C. W. oper- 
ators. It is not too early to begin 
planning for the 1958 hurricane 
season which begins June 15th. 
By occassional drills and revis- 
ions in the station, it is hoped 
that both operators and equip- 
ment will be well prepared. 


Houg dawg Net meets Sun- 
days at 2 p. m. on 3825ke. W4- 
TNR is net manager and NCS 
the net. Peanut whistles, mo- 
biles, KW’s AM CW SSB are 
welcome, come on, get your feet 
wet. There are now 16 known 
novice class operators in the 
area. How about that 3740 ke 
net? Hambone college is back 
in session. 

Interest in 2 meter construc- 
tion and operation surged after 
Jim W4GEI gave the club a swell 
talk last meeting. A group is 
being formed to plan a suitable 
low priced transmitter and con- 
verter that can be mass-produced 
by members. The object is a 
Halifax area 2 meter net for rag 
chewing, emergency drills and 
occassional traffic. Those inter- 
ested should contact W4GEI and 
start with the group. 

Splatter ... Flu bug floored 
K4BN, W4UHL and some of the 
other brethern. W4CDP was hos- 
pitalized a few days. K4CEI is 
home again. K4CIT is getting 
set up on 6. W4FZV was almost 
persuaded to throw that long 
awaited shack warming. K4LVB 
is back among up with a new 
shack. W4MEL is putting up a 
new 10 meter beam. KN40VQ 
got his Chief on and cured his 
TVI. KN4RNJ and KN4RNR 
have joined CAP and are on 2 


meters. W4BRP and W4ROD 
are mobiling all over. K4ESI 
has returned from Africa and 
points east. 


Hurricane drill number 2 was 
held by the DBARA station K4- 
PFN operating portable from 
0703 to 1906 August 31st in the 
Red Cross building, testing our 
ability to cope with a communico- 
tions failure in this area. 


Operating on a timetable of 
more than twice the scheduled 
contacts of drill number 1 (38 
against 17t) the station provided 
the Red Cross with a regular 
communications into Atlanta area 
Hq, Miami, Bunnell, New Smyrna 
Beach ,and provided contact with 
the 14 designated hurricane shel- 
ters in the Halifax area. In addi- 
tion, the local weather station 
was furnished an hourly circuit 
into the Miami Weather Bureau, 
and the current observation 
transmitted. 


A report from Miami Weather 
Bureau advises that all observa- 
tions were received without error 
and time between weather sta- 
tions ranged from 12 to 24 min- 
utes. NCS W4MRA kept HEN 
in operation during the drill and 
gave assistance to K4PDS/M on 
his rounds of the shelters. Two 
short sessions of HNN were eall- 
ed during the operation. 

(At the controls of K4PFN/4 
were W4HNV, K4KQO, W4SDR 
and W4UHL. Maintaining the 
equipment were W4CNU_ and 
KN4RNR. Club XYL’s KN4RNS 
and KN4ROO served a FB lunch. 

Others participating were K4- 
BV, K4MAB, W4MEL, W4NPP, 
KN40UX, KN4RNJ, KN4RNM, 
Bud Dabney and Tom Dowell. 

Special club thanks to W4YJE, 
Mer. of the Florida Hurricane 
Net, Miami stations W4EHW, 
W4YT. W4DRD, W4DSN, Atlan- 
ta stations W4PIM and W4UWE, 
K4LCF in New Smyrna Beach 
and K4O0VM/4 in Bunnell. 

The three phone traffic nets 
cooperated to let K4PFN/4 trans- 
mit the weather on _ schedule. 

Operating time was 12 hours 
and six minutes. Traffic total 
was 59. K4PEFN operating effi- 
cency has approximately doubled, 
more good c. w. operators are 
needed. The dependability of our 
amateur contacts in Atlanta, 
Bunnell, Miami and New Smyrna 
Beach is unquestionably excel- 
lent. 

October marks the beginning 
of another DBARA year. New 
officers have been elected as fol- 
lows: Emery Lee K4BV, Presi- 
dent, Clyde Mashburn W4SDR, 
Vice president, Horace Bentley 
K4KRI, Treasurer and Guy War- 
ren W4UHL, Secretary. 

Highlights of last year were 


our annual banquet in February, 
our Hobby Show display in 
March, our Hamfest in May, our 
Field Day campout in June, our 
weeks operation at the Plaza for 
the APCO convention in June, 
receipt of our club call K4PFN 
in July, our cooperation with Red 
Cross and our two 12 hour hurri- 
cane drills in August. A _ pro- 
gram that a young club can well 
be proud to record. 

Here’s some local Splatter. 
K4AM has new B&W5100, tower 
for beam and new QTH on Uni- 
versity Blvd. Welcome to K BN, 
K4CIT—Leon Garret and Claude 
Carlisle KN4???. W4CNU/4 and 
W4HNV/ hold frequent skeds 
with parents KN4RNJ and KN4- 
ROO. Saves a lot of letter writ- 
ing by all hands. K4DBG his his 
KW on the air. W4GIE wins this 
months’ mink-trimmed 6L6 for 
rescuing a damsel-in-distress 
type lady from a five foot ditch 
near his QTH. 

During the early days of 
sattelite Sputnik’s travels, K4- 
KQO kept local broadcast sta- 
tions supplied with tape record- 
ings of its famous beeps. 

KN40VQ _ is’ assembling a 
Globe Chief. KN4PAC has a new 
antenna. W4FSS is home again, 
left yankeeland with Jack Frost 
snapping at his heels. Hambone 
College started a new beginners 
code and theory class Oct. 9th. 
Those interested should contact 
W4SDR. 

KN4RNR and KN4RNS have 
just become grandparents for the 
fourth time. K4PEN participated 
in SET. Details next issue. 


GATOR NET REACTIVATED 


The old Florida pre-war Gator 
Net (GN) that operated on 
7290ke before World War II and 
shortly thereafter is now in oper- 
ation Monday through Saturday 
on 7105ke at 10 a. m. The NCS 
are W4TAS K4KDN and W4IYT. 
We are looking for a net man- 
ager and more net control sta- 
tions. Contact any three of above 
for details. The net was re- 
activated at the request of many 
40 meter phone men. The pur- 
pose of GN is to help all phone 


men and others who wish to 
build up their code speed and 
learn how to handle traffic on 


c. w. Here is your chance you 
have been looking for. It’s up 
to you to support the Gator Net. 
All NCS’s will keep the code 
speed down between 8 and 13 at 
all times while the net is in 
session. Good luck! 


The one thing you may find 
troublt getting in a drugstore is 
a vacant seat at lunch time. 


CHRISTMAS GIFT 


More and more of the fellows 
are sending Florida Skip to old 
pals and fellow amateurs all over 
the world. If you happen to have 
a friend you think would like re- 
ceiving FLORIDA SKIP how 
about sending along their name 
and address and getting them on 
the mailing list. We have re- 
ceived many wonderful letters 
from the guys away from Flor- 
ida who are very thankful for 
each issue. Put yourself in their 
place and think how nice it would 
be to receive ham news from 
home, such as we offer in FLOR- 
IDA SKIP. For only a buck you 
can’t go wrong. 


Then there’s the story about 
the Texan whose check came back 
from the bank—marked “Insuffi- 
cient Funds Not yours— 
OURS!” 


ABOUT SIX METERS 
WINTER HAVEN: 


Among the latter day hams to 
enter the world above 50 Me. is 
K4KQX—Steve. He has been on 
CW while waiting for a modula- 
tion trans., but was heard to 
utter some peculiar sounds using 
the audio output of an acey-ducey 
BC receiver for a modulator one 
night. 

WHARA club members cur- 
rently on 6 are W4OVZ, K4ELB, 
W4CCC, K4KQX, W4EQN and 
K4GOX. Not a member but well 
sold on six is Del Dayton, W4- 
KVR. Over in Lakeland, K4AGH 
is working on his conversion of 
a DX-100 to 6 meters. 

Of Course, thte expert to end 
all experts on conversions is Jim, 
K4ELB, who has not only done a 
fine job on his own AF67, but has 
taken on a AF-67 of K4ABV’s, 
Herb of Leesburg, and the latest 
is rumored to be an AF-67 of 
W4ZWA Don of Winter Haven. 
MIAMI: 

Miami 6 meter stations are 
really having a ball these days 
pulling in the DX stations and 
enjoying making contacts from 
coast to coast just ask W4HZG, 
W4KKU, K40OPH, K4KIC, and 
K4PMF. 


A minor operation is always 
the one performed on somebody 
else. 


Some wives can cook up more 
over a telephone than over a 
stove. 


No brain is stronger than its 
weakest think. 


FLORIDA YL’S CORNER 


The YLRL Anniversary Party 
on Nov. 6 and 7 was the big event 
of the month for the gals who 
like fone. Members of the Flori- 
dora YL’s got together on 40M 
at noon when it started, and ex- 
changed reports to start each 
other off with a bang. Among 
the gals were: W4BIL, W4BWR, 
W4WPD, W4UF, W4CWX, K4- 
LCD, K40OYB, W4GAN, K4RED 
and KP4ZV/4 from Fla. and K4- 
DNL and K4KKR from Georgia. 
Some of the total scores were 
W4BIL, 3510 (78 QSO’s with 38 
sections, plus a 1.25 multiplier 
because her DXI00 ran less than 
150 watts); W4BWR, 960; K4- 
IRZ, 3384 (94 QSO’s with 36 sec- 
tions); W4UF, 2584 (68 QSO’s 
with 38 sections); W4GAL, 378 
(14 QSO’s with 27 sections); K4- 
OYB, 104 (20 QSO’s with four 
sections, and then the car battery 
of her mobile outfit went dead!); 
and W4GXZ/2, 12 contacts, most- 
ly with Floridora YL’s. On 
Thursday of the Anniversary 
Party, a sked was made with 
wandering member, W4GXZ/2 
on 15 meters, and to Blanche’s 
surprise and delight, she was 
greeted by W4BWR, W4BIL, 
W4CWV, K4IRZ and W4UF. 


It was just like old times on 
the Floridora YL’s Net, only 
Blanche was the only one who 
could copy everyone! A regular 
sked has been set up for working 
her each week on 21380 Ke at 
0900 EST, each Tuesday, and 
anyone is welcome who wishes to 
call in. The address of W4GXZ 
and OM, W4COW, has again 
been changed and is now R. R. 4, 
Box 144, Parsippany, N. J. There 
was some nice YL DX available 
during the Anniversary Party, as 
several of the gals found. W4BIL 
worked 2 KZ5’s, one OAI, a KH6 
and three KL7’s. W4UF was 
lucky enough to add ZS50B from 
Natal, Union of South Africa, to 
her others. The C. W./YLRL 
Anniversary Party is on Nov. 
13-14 and several from Florida 
are planning to take part in it. 


The question has arisen as to 
whether the Floridora YL’s 
should become affiliated with the 
YLRL. In order to be eligible, 
75 percent of the group must be- 
long to the YLRL. The dues are 
$2.00 per year, from Jan. 1. For 
it six copies of their magazine, 
the YL Harmonics, are received, 
giving news of the organization 
and YL’s from all over the world. 
Then the group as a whole could 
enter contests as a club and re- 
ceive club awards. Fran, W4- 
BIL and Floridora YL’s president 
says, “How about it, gals? We 
could get some nice publicity for 


our group and also enjoy the con- 
tests.” Anyone wishing to join 
the YLRL may contact her and 
she will sponsor you and send 
you an application. 

The Floridora YL’s have three 
new members this month: K4- 
RED, Lucy F. Myers, 1140 Hop- 
kins Ave., Titusville, Fla. Lucy 
has a brand new ticket and is on 
all bands with 600 watts (lucky 
gal). She enjoys the Floridora 
YL’s Net and Sun. a. m. get- 
together. Her OM, Jim W4EVB, 
enjoys the Nets too. Hi! K4RGR, 
Aileen Green, 5543 Bishop Circle, 
Jacksonville, Fla. Aileen also has 
a new ticket and works 40M fone 
with 50 watts. Her OM, Jess, 
is K4KUP. We are sorry she is 
not able to call into the Nets be- 
cause of her work as Teller in a 
bank. KN4PNH, Sonya Kessler, 
Rt: 15 Box 1455) Palm™ Harbor; 
Fla. Sonya is working on her 
code and hopes to get her general 
class ticket soon. Good luck. She 
belongs to Sparcyls and her OM, 
Bill, is K4LPU, exW2ECR. The 
present membership total of the 
group is forty and we welcome 
our new members heartily. 


NEWS AND VIEWS 

W4BWR, Ruth, is sporting a 
new HT82 exciter for her 813’s, 
which gives her a hefty signal 
that should bring in some nice 
shiny DX. 

A nice letter came from W4- 
UPT, Cathy, who moved to Texas 
in August. They are now back 
on the air and their address is 
4717 Alice St., Corpus Christi, 
Texas. They are on all bands 
and will be glad to make skeds 
back to Florida. If anyone works 
them, please pass the word along. 

K4HXB, Eileen, who has been 
doing a fine job with the Flori- 
dora YL’s CW Net each Wed. at 
140 0OEST on 7104, has been hav- 
ing XMTR trouble. The Net has 
been NC’ed by W4GAN and W4- 
BIL. It is hoped that more YL’s 
will call in and help build it up. 

K4HSC, Meg, of Coral Gables, 
was a new YL to check into the 
Mon. a. m. Floridora YL’s Net 
recently. Meg has a Viking Val- 
iant, and we hope she will check 
in often. W4KOH is Net Con- 
trol for Nov. on 7225 each Mon- 
day at 0900. Again, all YL’s are 
invited to check in. 

The Novices, KN4PPX, KN4- 
RNS, KN40JD and KN4OEP, 
have been having skeds with each 
other and also members of our 
CW Net. Let’s all get on 7155 
Fridays at 1330 EST and give 
them contacts for our new Cer- 
tificate. 

All Floridora YL’s members 
are requested to please QSL 
promptly when cards are receiv- 
ed for contacts for our Certifi- 


YL OF THE MONTH 


By W4UF, DOT 


Anita Bien, W4JCR, of Reddick 
and Gainesville, Fla., is one of 
the outstanding YL’s in Florida. 
She was first licensed March 1, 
1939, with the call W8TAY and 
holds a general class _ license. 
"Nita was the wartime president 
of the YLRL and editor of its 
Harmonics, and has_ received 
many awards for her work in 
radio. Among them are a special 
award from G-2, and from vari- 
ous heads of large industries for 
her radio activities in World War 
II; a special YLRL award; and 
Public Service awards from Ohio 
and N. C. for flood and hurricane 
work. She holds an ARRL code 
proficiency certificate for 30 
wpm. 


Her transmitters are a Harvey 
Wells with VFO Meissner Signal 
Shifter, and a Viking Adventurer 
both used with a long wire an- 
tenna. The receivers are an SX16 
and an 8388. ‘Nita is now mostly 
on 40 and 75 M, but she has al- 
ways been a DX hound and hopes 
soon be to after it again. Her 
OM Frank (Curly) is W4JCS. 
She enjoys most of all ragchew- 
ing with personal friends, and 
next to that chatting with for- 
eign hams who can contribute to 
her knowledge of their countries. 
’Nita is a charter member of the 
Floridora YL’s and checks into 
their net at such times as she is 
not busy with her present work 
of writer and part-time legal 
secretary. She is the chairman 
of the Floridora YL’s constitu- 
tion committee which is at pres- 
ent writing the permanent consti- 
tution for the group. 


Her hobbies are many and var- 
ied. ’Nita was formerly a pro- 
fessional dancer, and radio and 
TV performer, so she of course 
loves dancing and music. She 
also paints in oils, participates 
in target shooting and archery, 
is interested in photography, and 
in the study of the plant life 
wherever she may be living. So 
look for her on 40 or 75 meters 
and you will have not only an 
interesting QSO, but will also 
have made one of the necessary 
ten contacts with Floridora YL’s 
members toward earning their 
most attractive certificate. 


cate. It is asked that those seek- 
ing certficates please QSL first. 
It is hoped that more gals will 
get on 10, 15 and 20 M to give 
out of state contacts. The Cer- 
tificate is now off the press, so 
good luck to all of you who are 
trying for it. 


M. A. R. C. 


At the last regular meeting of 
the Manatee Amateur Radio Club 
the QST article on the “Club 
Saver” two meter project was 
brought up and created so much 
interest that it was decided to 
adopt a similar plan. A com- 
mittee was appointed and the 
project was diiscussed at the last 
“work night” meeting. It was 
decided to use the club receiver 
fund to help finance individual 
members who needed it and sev- 
eral members paid their part in 
full. At present, about fifteen 
units are planned. 


The local CD director has voic- 
ed an interest in the project and 
will underwrite the cost of four 
or five units. 

It is hoped that this project 
will ‘increase the two meter ac- 
tivity in this section. 

Roy Breen, W4EDH, who is 
the MARC secretary/treasurer 
and CD radio officer has recently 
been appointed Emergency Co- 
ordinator for Manatee County. 
Roy has sent out AREC blanks 
to all local hams and is planning 
club participation in the annual 
SET. 

The EC also announces the ap- 
pointment of Hoyt Heard, W4- 
ZRV, and Hank McMurria, W4- 
TAS as assistant Emergency 
Coordinators. 


The club is also continuing its 
its Extra Class project. About 
ten or twelve members are hold- 
ing classes in code and theory 
with the idea of upgrading their 
license to Extra Class. 


Club member K4DBS is at 
Gainesville for the school year. 
Don’t think Taft has aany gear 
with him. W4ARX, Keith Mathis, 
has his old call back after more 
than a six month wait. Keith 
should be on the air any day on 
CW. D. O. Smith, K4ILB, re- 
ports receiving Sputnik on his 
scope and verified the fact that 
there was modulation on the sig. 


K4KEA, Joe Sisk, is back on 
the beach for a week or two but 
did not bring his gear with him 
this time. Joe works Maritime 
Mobile. “Dick” Dickson, W8- 
FQD/4 is back in town for the 
winter and attended the last 
meeting of th eclub. 


The club is in the process of 
mounting itis 10 KW generator 
on a trailer donated by K4DMF, 
Tony Minich. The small club 
generator will be placed at the 
home of K4ILB at Holmes Beach 
for direct communication with 
the beaches during an emergency. 


Manatee Amateur Radio Club, 
Roy Breen, Sec./Treas. 


TRAFFIC TIPS 


By 
W4TAS, PAM, E. Florida 


Perhaps there are hundreds of 
Florida. amateurs that do not 
know how to handle traffic. It 
was suggested that a column ap- 
pear in Florida Skip to help 
those who lack the know-how 
of handling traffic. If you have 
any questions that have been 
worrying you, please let me know. 
They will be answered in future 
issues, ; 


Q. I would like to handle traffic 
but have had no experience. How 
do I go about getting started? 

A. First, you should familiarize 
yourself with net procedure and 
message form. There is nothing 
complicate about either. Next 
you should join a traffic net. 
There are various Florida nets 
that are set up to give the new- 

comer to traffic work the ex- 
perience he needs. Two such 
nets are the Novice Hurricane 
Net and the Florida Slow Speed 
Net. In joining a net, either 
contact the net manager, net con- 
trol station or call into the net 
at the end of the roll call and ask 
to be put on the roll. 


Q. Why should I join a traffic 
net? 

A. Everyone is familar with 
the part that amateur radio plays 
during an emergency. To be able 
to meet any emergency when it 
comes, every ham should have 
experience in handling traffic 
on both voice and code. 


Q. Can non-members call into 
a net? 

A. Most nets are glad to have 
non-member stations call in at 
the proper pla ce in the roll eall. 
If a net has a piece of traffic 
for your town, the control sta- 
tion would appreciate your call- 
ing in and taking the traffic even 
though you are not a member. 
Remember, always ask NCS for 
permission to break the net. 

Q. What is the standard form 
for messages? 

A. Each radio communication 
service — commercial, amateur 
—- military — prescribes its own 
mesage form for formal traffic. 
Basically, they can be broadly 
divided into four parts: Pre- 
amble; Name and address; Text; 
Signature. 

Q. What is a “preamble”? 

A. A “preamble” of a message 
is that part of a piece of traffic 
that contains all the necessary 
information about the message. 

It consists of six parts and is 
located across the top of the mes- 
sage. 

1.Number (of this message at 
the originating station.) 

2. Station of origin. 

3. Check (number of words 


in text). 

4. Place of origin. 

5. Time filed. (by originating 
station). 

6. Date filed by originating 
station). 


Q. When is a message con- 
sidered “handled”? 

A. A message is considered 
handled when it is received and 
either delivered, relayed or QT- 
A’d. A notation should be made 
on the bottom of the message 
as to the station the message 
was received from and _ the 
time received plus the station 
and time of relay. If the message 
is delivered by phone or mail, 
make a notation of this also 
and include the time. 


Q. When do I put my number 
on a message. 


A. The only time you assign 
your number to a message is 
when that message originates at 
your station. NEVER change the 
number on a received message. 
REMEMBER, a message is re- 
layed or delivered exactly as re- 
ceived. NEVER QSL a message 
unles you are sure you have 
it exactly as sent. NEVER change 
the wording of a message even 
though you think it would seem 
to make more sense to you with- 
out first consulting the origin- 
ating station. 


You may assign any number 
or letter to this message for your 
own convenience in locating in 
your files but this number or 
letter does not appear on the 
message when relayed. 
your files but this number or 

letter does not appear on the 
message when relayed. 


In the development stage to- 
day, in our homes tomorrow, is 
a TV screen that will hang on 
the wall like a picture, connected 
only by a thin wire to the TV 
receiver. 


It is predicted that 66,000,000 
TV sets will be in use in Ameri- 
can homes by 1964—44,000,000 of 
them color sets. (Think of all 
that TVI). 


- 


Man named John J. Fee fell out 
of a tree he was pruning in Port- 
land, Ore., and didn’t get a 
scratch. But his wife was knock- 
ed out for ten minutes. He land- 
ed on top of her. 


Mocking birds and cardinals 
have been moving north in in- 
creasing numbers during the last 
20 years. The reason, say ex- 
perts: “crowded living condi- 
tions” for birds in the South. 


Doctors in Oklahoma City had 
to knock out a radio announcer 
with either before they could 
operate to remove his tonsils. A 
local anesthetic only set him to 
giving commercials. 


Carrying a considerable por- 
tion of it around on his shoul- 
ders, the American taxpayer 
doesn’t think it’s such a small 
world. 


~ One of the hardest secrets for 
a man to keep is his opinion of 
himself. 


An optimist is a man who sits 
in the back row and winks at the 
chorus. 


For ~the XYL: A work-and 
cost-minded industrial executive, 
pondering his wife, figured her 
services at $150 a week — she 
cooks 1,095 meals a year, spends 
650 hours cleaning, 312 hours in 
the laundry, 26 hours mending, 
still smiles at days’ end. 


A country editor says that a 
small town is a place where 
everyone knows what everyone 
else is doing. They read the 
paper just to see if they’ve been 
eaught at it. 


Then there was the man who 
called a spade a spade until he 
stumbled over one in the dark. 


Perhaps one reason so many 
children are seen on the streets 
at night is that they’re afraid to 
stay home alone! 


It has been said that the man 
who keeps “touching” his friends 
will some day discover that they 
feel cold. 


"Tis said that U. S. OM’s spent 
nearly a billion bucks on their 
faces and scalps last year — in 
contrast to the $990 million that 
the YL’s and XYL’s spent in 
beauty shops. So there! 


Why the editorial “we’’ in 
newspapers and magazines? 
Maybe so the editor can print 
what he likes—and the readers 
will think there are too many of 
him to lick! 


Almost a fourth of all the ra- 
dios in the U. S. are in automo- 
biles. 


For Sale: One complete mobile 
unit consisting of a 3-30 Me Gonset 
convertor. Subtraco transmitter with 
2E26 in final also fully metered. 
Body mount antenna, push to talk 
carbon mike and a dynamotor 600 
volts at 250 mills. No reasonable 
offer refused. Robert Kelly W4UWP, 
8351 S. W. 46th St. Miami. Phone 
MO6-2449. 


Behind The ... . 
(Continued from Page 1) 


little bored with your current 
ham interests, give RTTY a 
whirl! 


What does it take to get on 
RTTY? Well, you first need a 
“printer” with keyboard plus a 
simple converter or terminal unit 
which changes the received RTTY 
signals to DC pulses which oper- 
ate the machine. Then, a simple 
addition to the VFO to shift fre- 
quency key and you're all set. 
The cost? If you have no gear to 
trade and no junk box, about $100 
should put you in business. There 
are plenty of simple circuits 
available and your writer will be 
glad to suggest possible circuits 
to any recruits! 

FLORIDA ACTIVITY: 

The first sustained activity in 
Florida began early in 1954 when 
W4GXL, W4RTJ, W4TJU, W4- 
EAS and this station obtained 
model 26 machines. Doug, W4- 
TJU did a lot of development on 
simple converter circuits and has 
one which is a dandy. Operation 
in those days was mostly around 
3620 ke. Rumors have it that 
there are quite a few new RTTY 
stations in the state. W4FPL is 
ready to go and W4TOD also has 
equipment, I hear. Your reporter 
has not heard these stations on 
the air so would like some more 
definite information! We are 
active on 3620 and 7140 and con 
report plenty of activity around 
the country. During the annual 
Sweepstakes (RTTY), a number 
of west coast stations, Canadians, 
as well as all districts were con- 
tacted. We even printed a sta- 
tion in Guam although we were 
not lucky enough to contact him. 
There are several national traffic 
nets operating also. 


MARS ACTIVITY: 

Third Army Mars District 1 
has one drill per week for RTTY 
participation. Reporting in are 
A40VO, A4EAS, A4WMN, A4- 
RTJ, A4GVK with A4EHU act- 
ing as NCS. We are looking for- 
ward to a combined schedule with 
District 2 in the near future. 
Any one interested in this Mars 
activity, contact A40VO. 
OUR Bi at seas 

Fellows, please drop me a card 
if you have RTTY gear or are 
interested in getting on. We can 
use this column as a meeting 
place to allow us RY’ers to get 
together for our mutual benefit. 
Let every one else know what 
you are doing. Also, I will be 
happy to schedule anyone for 
checks or just a rag-chew. I am 
open to (and anxious for!) sug- 
gestions concerning this column. 


FLORIDORA YLS 
Fran—W4BIL 


A sincere invitation is extend- 
ed to every Florida YL to join 
our statewide organization. The 
larger our membership, the more 
it will mean to tthe organization 
and to each member in pleasure, 
prestige and operating skill. We 
want and need every licensed YL 
in the State on our roll call! For 
information write to Membership 
Chairman—Catherine Seeds, W4- 
BAV, 829 2ist Ave, No., St. 
Petersburg or Frances Foley, 
W4BIL, 3726 19th St., No., St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 


Do You Belong To The Flori- 
dora YLS? This is the question 
being asked of all YL 4s by hams 
working for a copy of our beauti- 
ful new certificate. The certi- 
ficate is 8’’x10” in size, is letter- 
ed in flowering script peculiar to 
that period and shows a Flori- 
dora Girl seated before her rig, 
on a table to match, with all the 
lace and furbelows of the period! 
It’s a honey! To earn it, send 10 
QSL ecards from Floridora YLS, 
together with 15 cents in coin or 
three cent stamps, to Shirley 
Hill, W4WPD, 1719 E. S. Lam- 
bright, Tampa, Fla. All cards 
must be for QSOs since April 28, 
1957 and other than the regular 
net sessions. The stamps are to 
cover the cost of mailing the cer- 
tificate and your cards back to 
you. Our new Informal Sunday 
a. m. get-together on 7.225 at 
09:30, is for the benefit of our 
working YLS who cannot meet 
weekly nets. All YLS are invited 
to call in and contacts made at 
this time will count for our Cer- 
tificate. It is our desire that 
every member shall be able to 
qualify for the Certificate soon. 


Floridora YLS now include: 

W4BAV, K4LEG, W4BGF, K4 
LFA, W4BIL, W4LKM, K4BQI, 
K4LPV, W4BWR, K40YB, W4- 
GAL, KN40OEP, W4GAN, -KN4- 
OJD, W4GGQ, W4PIK, K4GWF, 
KN4PPX, W4GXZ, K4QOS, W4- 
HRC, KN4RNS, K4IDQ, KN4- 
ROO, K4IRZ, W4TDK, W4JCR, 
W4UF, W4KOH, W4WPD, K4- 
LCD, W4ZVW, W4ZXK. 

Three out of state members, 


not eligible as Certificate con- 
tacts are W4UPT, W4EGF and 


Do you want technical informa- 
tion included? Would anyone like 
to form a state traffic net, etc.? 
Shoot your comments in; we’ll 
print ’em! See you behind the 
green keys! 

Don Wiggins, W4EHU 

1415 NE 8th St. 

Gainesville, Fla. 


W¢UDU/4. 

K4QOS—Edith Bloodworth, P. 
O. Box 327, Mims, Fla. Edith 
runs 60 watts; works 75 and 40 
phone. Meets Old Goats, Sun- 
day morning YL Informal and 
A. M. Scheds with Mother Marge 
—K4BQI and Dad—K4DMF. 


W4GAL—Dot Sumara, 5819 
Oaklane Drive, Jax., Fla. Ex- 
KG4AC—Dot spent tw oyears in 
Cuba with OM where they were 
DX (over 2000 QSLs) and en- 
joyed it. Dot works phone, all 
bands and meets regular Monday 
net. 

W4GAN — Melba Jibb, 4818 
Kernieis bul bye Awe: axe bla 
Melba runs 50 watts, prefers C. 
W. but works phone, too, and 
calls in to fone & CW nets. 

KN4RNS—Marge Campbell, 24 
Palmetto Drive, Ormond Beach. 
Marge runs 50 watts Xtal con- 
trolled (7156-7170); usually puts 
OM to bed and gets on air about 
2300 hrs. 

KN4ROO—Ruth B. Upson, Rt. 
2, Box 402, Holly Hill, Fla. Runs 
30 watts on 40 and 80 (Xtals 
7167-7195). Enjoys skeds with 2 
sons, W4HNV and W4SNU. Ruth 
is a working girl and operates 
irregularly, as time permits. 

We welcome our new members 
and hope they enjoy the Flori- 
dora’s as much as we enjoy havy- 
ing them. 

Dot—W4UF spent most of the 
Summer in Atlanta. Her call up 
there is W4ZKD and she called 
in to the Monday net regularly. 
Dot is now on a month’s motor 
tour of the North and we'll all 
be glad to welcome her home and 
back on the net. 

Cathy—K4LEG — Congrats to 
Cathy, a swell Gal, who just 
dropped the N from her call; 
th oCathy is only 12, and is in 
the firs tyear of High School, 
she built her own DX-85 and 
works both phone and C. W. on 
15, 20 and 40. 

K4IRZ—Janis will soon be on 
with a KWS-1 and a tri-bander 
beam (AM & SSB)! Watch her 
dust in the Anniversary Party. 
She and OM-Burch can really go 
DXing now! 

K4GWF—Ellen is net control 
for October! On the first Mon- 
day, she fired up the rig and— 
plenty smoke—no control! Oh, 
well!. It happens to all of us, 
sometime or other. 

W4GXZ—Blanche and OM- 
Wes are now located at Keans- 
burg & Ludlow Road, Box 934, 
Lake Parsippany, N. J. When 
their equipment arrived, they set 
it all up—all but the antenna! 
Imagine how they felt when the 
first station they heard was Ear] 
& Shirley of Tampa. Nice fat 
listening, but no can transnmit! 


Woe is us! 

K4BQI—Marge—Sorry to hear 
Marge and OM-Tony have been 
off the air with Xmtr trouble. 
Missed their regular skeds with 
K4QOS and we’ve missed them 
too! 


KN40OEP—Eula has been a 
busy Novice. She has worked 35 
States and 09, WP4, VK6, VK4 
and VE3, all confirmed. Eula will 
soon be taking exam to drop the 
N from her call. Gud luck to you. 

W4BWR—Ruth has really been 
DXing. Here is her list for this 
month: 5A38, CR7, OH5, EA1, 
FG7, EL2, OZ5, ZS1, KA2, FP8, 
PJ2, PA¢g and W9/VE1—Prince 
ing her nails, watching the mail 
Edward Island. Now Ruth is bit- 
box for QSLs. 

W4BIL—Fran worked HCl, 
OK2, ZS6 and OQ¢. She enjoyed 
a nice visit with K4QOS-Edith, 
OM and family and KN4RED— 
Lucy and OM on Sunday October 
13th. Lucy has had her Novice 
about six weeks and is now wait- 
ing for her ticket. She passed the 
exam and she will soon be on 
the net with us. Just to encour- 
age everyone looking for Certifi- 
cate contacts, Fran has worked 
27 members off nets. 

W4JCR—Nita and OM have 
hold] their hom ein Reddick and 
will be moving near Gainesville 
where Nita works. They will be 
using a DX-100 soon at the new 
OTH: 


NEW CLUB FORMED 


Congratulations are in order 
for the newly formed Ft. Myers 
Amateur Radio Club which got 
under way recently. Harry Fis- 
chell W4CQZ, ARRL Emergency 
Coordinator, Lee Co. was elected 
as its president. All you fellows 
in the Ft. Myers area, contact 
Harry for details. Good luck 
gang, from FLORIDA SKIP. 
Lets have some club news. 


A nice letter from Robert 
Hawk, W9TRN, 1019 West Lin- 
coln Ave., Goshen, Indiana, said 
he will be returning to Ft. Pierce 
in January and will be looking 
for the old gang on 10 and 15 
meters. Welcome to Florida Bob. 


There’s one thing about it— 
the bigger the Summer vacation, 
the harder the Fall! 


Jumping at conclusions is not 
nearly as good mental exercise 
as digging for facts. 


Success lies in finding what 
you can do best, and then stick- 
ing to it. 


SOUTH MIAMI RADIO 
CLUB NEWS 
By ERNIE K4KIC 


Social activity dotted the South 
Miami Radio Club calendar dur- 
ing October. Highlight of the 
month was the club banquet held 
at Del Monico’s’ Restaurant. 
XYL’s & OM’s held eye ball 
QSO’s, had their fill of good 
Italian food, and some walked 
off with FB door prizes. XYL’s 
were mighty pleased with orchid 
corsages provided by “Doc” & 
Mrs. Butcher. 


Guests of the SMRC were 
Betty & Andy Clark of the Miami 
Springs Radio Club. Congrats 
are in order for Harry Tanzer, 
W1PGQ/4, chairman of the 
event. Harry reports that ap- 
proximately 40 turned up and 
that more would have if not for 
last minute trouble with local 
baby sitters. hi-hi. Members plan 
another similar event around the 
first of the year. So thanks once 
again to the Ops who worked so 
hard on the dinner and came up 
with a swell party. 


Odds N’ Ends: Congrats to 
K4DRO, Tom Gallagher, for 
making his DXCC. Chet Driest, 
K4MJC, talking mighty strong 
on the merits of SSB. Guess 
we'll be losing old Chet from the 
AM fraternity in the near future. 
Morris Bass, K4EKU, will have 
the perfeect ham shack by next 
spring. Building a new house 
we hear with a special room built 
only for hamming. Sure will be 
nice Morris. Bud Frazier, W4- 
RNV, says he’s back on the air. 
Welcome OM. George & Ray 
Herbert, K4QKE & I respective- 
ly, are mobile and fixed. Mobile 
runs 4 watts. 


Club membership continues to 
grow. Newest member is Howard 
MacLiargy, a novicee, who hasn’t 
received his ticket yet. Bill Pe- 
den, W4ZCD, came up with a FB 
drawing for the SMRC activity 
certificate. Members hope to 
get the program going by the 
first of the year. John Porter, 
W4KGJ, already working on 
Field Day 1958. Election of offi- 
cers for the SMRC come up in 
the near future. Mark Albury, 
W4SJZ, will be outgoing presi- 
dent since by-laws call for only 
two year terms. Thanks for a 
swell job done Mark and also to 
Pattie his XYL. That’s it for 
this month, see you next month. 


The South Miami Radio Club 
held its regular bi-monthly meet- 
ing on Friday evening, Nov. 15, 
at the Dade County CD Center 
at S. W. Galloway and Miller 


BROWARD COUNTY AND SET 
By THOMAS DE BRAY, K4KRJ 


On October 2, Harold Bower, 
W4DLM, Broward County EC, 
called an emergency meeting to 
discuss preparations for SET 
which was scheduled for October 
12 and 13. Attending the meet- 
ing was Lovey, W4AHZ, Presi- 
dent of Broward Amateur Radio; 
Ira, W4VCQ, Veep of the club; 
Jim, K4HGY and Tom, K4KRJ. 

Messages were arranged and 
assigned giving each participant 
a full understanding of what his 
duty was during the SET. 

During the test, K4HGY and 
K4KRJ, both mobile, simulated 
messages to CD, Red Cross and 
the ARRL Headquarters. Others 
with messages included: Orin, 
K4EXN, Bill, K4MJM, Doc, 
WALN, and W4AYN, John. 


W4DLM took the messages be- 
ginning’ at 1330 E. S: T. and 
later called them into Miami via 
K4IWT who in turn dispersed 
them. to various relay stations. 

Amateurs in Broward County 
are well prepared for an emer- 
gency and have shown outstand- 
ing ability during SET oper- 
ations. 

Is your community ready? 


Road. 

After a very interesting busi- 
ness session we adjourned for 
refreshments followed by a full 
length movie feature in color. 
The movie was shown through 
the courtesy of club member 
Morris Bass K4EKU. 

Lloyd K4AZM was a most wel- 
come visitor and we hope he will 
make a return visit real soon. 

Congratulations are in order 
for Jerry Simons K4KXX, Jim 
Butcher K4GCD for passing the 
general liceinse and at this writ- 
ing Ernie K4KIC is as anxious 
as an expectant father hoping 
the mailman will have a general 
ticket for him. Ole Mac KN4- 
SDX finally received his call 
after a ever so long wait. 

Tom K4DRO is moving to a 
new QTH and guess where — in 
the vicinity of three other hams, 
happy QRM fellows. 

Tom KN4RDR we are sorry to 
say passed on — to W6 land that 
is. Hate to lose you old man. 

Any connection between this 
article and a news column is 
purely accidental and for my own 
protection the writer refuses to 
sign a by line. 78. 


Love’s a lot like eating mush- 
rooms. By the time you find out 
whether it’s good for you, it’s too 
late. 


NORTHWEST FLORIDA NEWS 
FRANK BUTLER, W4RKH 


First, sorry I missed getting a 
column into last month’s Florida 
Skip. Just wasn’t much news 
here to report. If all the Florida 
Skip readers in NW Florida will 
forward their news to me by the 
15th of each month, I will con- 
solidate it and forward to the 
Editor. QTH here is OK in any 
callbook. 


Just learned today that the 
Okaloosa County RACES Plan 
has been approved. Next step is 
to sign up more members and ob- 
tain funds from county author- 
ities for better equipment. Pres- 
ent equipment is all furnished by 
the hams. Operation will be on 
10 meters. 


The water ski marathon from 
New Orleans to Fort Walton 
Beach took place September Ist, 
with excellent participation by 
amateurs. There were at least 
10 stations each from the Pensa- 
cola and Fort Walton areas, and 
others along tthe route in Ala- 
bama, Mississippi and Louisiana. 
I’m sorry I wasn’t able to get a 
complete list of calls. Operation 
was on 10 and 40 meters. It is 
hoped this will be an annual 
affair. 


The Pensacola Amateur Radio 
Club, in conjunction with Civil 
Defense, sponsored an exhibit at 
the Pensacola Interstate Fair the 
week of October 21-27. There 
was a good assortment of ham 
gear on display, including an 
early pioneer station, a DX-100 
in kit form and completely as- 
sembled, and such gimmicks to 
attract the eye as a bug, elec- 
tronic keyer, Oscilloscope, and 
Geiger counter. Considerable 
traffic to all points was handled, 
with tthe first hop from the Fair 
being on 2 meters. 


Ten meter activity in the area 
continued high, centered around 
the calling frequency, 29,560 ke. 
Pensacola had a lot of Novice 
and 6-meter activity, while the 
2 meter stations around Eglin 
AFB are increasing. Hope to re- 
port more news and have more 
Florida Skip readers in North 
West Florida in the near future. 


It is almost unbelieveable the 
odd real names of people that can 
be collected if you watch for 
them. Such as: Jonathan Sheep- 


shank, Wiggleworth Sweetsir, 
Brint Mushrush, Victor Shut- 
rump, Ebenezer Ramsbottom, 


George Oddsock, Pepperwqorth 
Crabb, Guy Northomb, Gerrit 
Popma, and L. Q. Slopot. 


TWO METERS 


The two meter family in Miami 
is still increasing and is passing 
along welcome to the following 
new stations on the band: K4AA 
—Ted, K4AZH—Ray, K4CIG— 
Geo... K4AEWU—Tom, KN4MPW 
—Dick, W4IMU—Everette, KN4- 
SAW—Regg( KN4SEE and SED 
—Forest and Martha, KN4SLF— 
Doug, KN4SOX—Walter, and 
W4TJE—Brew. It is very en- 
couraging to find that these new 
stations are interested in the 
Dade Emergency Net and have 
been checking in on Mondays at 
1230) ps mM. 

Haven’t heard how it is with 
married couples in other cities 
but in Miami the gals are join- 
ing their OM’s in the hobby and 
really sticking. So far their calls 
go like this: W4ETQ—KN40WU 
Gill and Mary, W41YT—W4GGQ 
Andy and Betty, W4MVR—W4- 
SDI Bob and Betty, KN4SEE— 
KN4SED Forest and Martha, 
KN4PMF—YN4PME Jerry and 
Kitty, W4ZXL—W4ZXK Bill and 
Lois. All active on VHF and 
here’s hoping for more in the 
future. 

REPORTED: 


From the gang in Tallahassee: 
W4YUU—Duke Contini, W4CHZ 
—Jim Barfield, students at F. S. 
U. and employed by the Physics 
Dept. doing electronic research 
and development operate on 2 
meters exclusively on the freq. 
of 145.56me. 7:30 to 12:00 p. m. 
nightly except Friday and Satur- 


day, using Goonycators/ground 
planes. Other stations on 2 
meters are: W4DKT, W4ACB, 


K4APE, and others. Chances are 
good for W4YUU considering his 
antenna is atop a high pole, atop 
of a high building, atop a high 
hill—which goes to make for a 
good signal. 

May you all have the very 
MERRIEST of CHRISTMAS’S 
and may you find many, many 
GOODIES under the tree. 


BaGeNeUront2. 
Lois A. Spencer 
W4ZXK. 
Quite a bit of the world’s 


trouble is produced by those who 
don’t produce anything else. 


Sign on the back of a truck: 
“Please don’t hug me. I’m going 
Steady.” 


Did you know that watching 
television may give you some- 
thing the doctors call “torticollis, 
due to nuchal contortions’”? Stiff 
neck, in other words. (Ed note: 
So will TVI). 


Old Pop a popping on the band 
Old. goats they a getting panned 
Wiskers neath his chin do jiggle 
Very fast his tongue do wiggle. 


Like a hula do it go 

Up and down to and fro 

Soon it need a drop of ile 

Or the hinges start to bile. 


Pat’s a looking for a feather 

Buried in his hirsute heather 
Birdies tail is very bare 

Shirt ole Pat he gotter wear. 


Digger he do galivant 

He gone north the Yanks to hant 
He be back when it gets cold 
Many tales to goats be told. 


Our billy on Siesta key 
Making lotsa green monee 
Eating grocerys at his rig 
Little guy a feeling big. 


Nother guy the air pollutes 
Marvin off his mouth he shoots 
Never rises in the morn 

Four PM he starts the corn. 


Concrete Pat he now do break 
Fast at you his chin he shake 
Coffee dripping off his chin 
Now the goats do let him in. 


Cholly from the goats resigned 
Mule and plough he going to find 
One leg short and one leg long 
Maybe we do do him wrong. 


Uknow our Ralph is smelling too 
Left the H from out the PHUW 
Thats the reason he do smell 
Calypso style that tale we tell. 


Old Joe he sits on a key 
Pounding brass he talks to me 
Sharpens pencil every nite 
Never with it does he write. 


Nutty guy with jug of corn 
Over in Lake City born 

A toad he sees on the second snort 
On his toe he’s got a wart. 


Gusty hill and windy Mack 

Has a truble in his back 

Words for goats heneerdo lack 
Lotsa pain in sacroilac. 


Thermometer 
two 


now say seventy 


Tony say it no can do 


Thats reserved for the 
Beaches 


On the band Tony preaches. 


Palm 


Jim he sit on top of hill 
Writing stuff with gooey quill 
Sharp he got the needle new 
Saying all FCC allow. 


How you look in gusty skript 

That You see if you read the skip 

No names are named of You are 
elected 

With Confidential we’re not con- 
nected. 


THE RADIO MAN 


If you should see upon the’street 

A man equipped with di-pole feet 

With gorps and dilberts right be- 
hind 

He is the radio man with the 
micro-mind., 

His electronic eyes on a neon 
gleam 

His ears extend into a yogi beam 

His mouth becomes a pluse gate 

His heart pumps blood at a video 
rate. 

With micro-seconds and micro- 
waves 

And micro-volts he fills his days 

And -there by in the course of 
time 

He develops a micro-mind. 
This radio man with the pass- 
ing years 

Found infinite 
tween his ears 

And finally succumbed to a heavy 
jolt 

When he got what he thought 
was a micro-volt. 


impedance _ be- 


The Doc looked up from his 
microscope 

Turned to his aid and softly 
spoke 


Not a trace of a brain can I find 
He was a radio man with a 
micro-mind. 


HERE ’N THERE 


W4HN, Cliff is now living in 
Bishop, Calif. K4MCL, Albany, 
Ga. has home eall of K4KIV. 
W4FFZ, Bill in Jacksonville says 
“The Florida Skip is real terri- 
fic!’” Bill Britton of Lake Worth 
is in CAP and trying for ham 
ticket. W4ASH, West Palm 
Beach liked Hurricane info in 
Skip. Geo. Dewayno, Eglin AFB 
has KL7BSZ call at present while 
awaiting new call. What happens 
after the K4’s run out? W4WWS 
in Ft. Lauderdale and W4WWH, 
Homestead subscribed to Skip on 
the same day. W4IKI, Miami has 
DX-100 and will be on soon. W4- 
VCX ex-2XS, 2AKA, W2JRG 
and JA2GS, Lt. Col. Guy Stewart 
retired is a member of the QCWA 
and now living in Valrico and 
looking for old friends on 40 
phone. 


If you have troubles, come in 
and tell us about them. If you 
haven’t, come in and tell us how 
you do it! Sign on a parsonage 
door. 


Then there’s the guy who was 
so conceited that he joined the 
Navy so the world could see him! 


Make-up: What a girl finds 
easier to do with her face than 
her mind. 


TRAFFIC HOUND’S 
ROUNDUP 


Make your plans now for the 
New Year’s Day Ragchew Party 
sponsored by the “Traffic 
Hounds’ Morning Watch” to 
mark its second anniversary. 
There is no scoring. It is not a 
contest. Object is to meet our 
fellow message pushers and en- 
gage in some old fashioned rag 
chewing. Simply get on the air 
whenever you can during the 
roundup — 0001 to 2400, your 
local time, January 1, and work 
brother traffic hounds. 


CQ TFC will be general call. 
An appropriate greeting in the 
traffic’ hounds’ mating cry, 
CATT’. 

These frequencies are suggest- 
ed as rallying points: 3530-3550, 
7070-7090, 14080-14100 and 
21080-21100ke. No special phone 
frequencies are suggested. 

Reports are not necessary but 
in order to properly chronicle the 
affair, W4IA Ev., P. O. Box 283, 
Warrenton, Va., will appreciate 
lists of traffickers worked. This 
may be by radiogram or post- 
card. Pass the word around be- 
tween now and January 1. All 
traffickers are invited. FLASH!! 
The YL members of Morning 
Watch, Mae W8CUL and Sandy, 
W1HAG will serve ice cream 
and cake. 


K4GOX called CQ “Sputnick’’ 
on 6 meters on a dead band. K4- 
KVR had a tape recording of 
Sputnick and he turned on his rig 
with a series of “Beeps” for 
about two minutes then pulled 
the switch. Results. One very 
surprised K4GOX! 


NECK ’N NECK 


This was the first time in his- 
tory of the Daytona Beach Ama- 
teur Radio Assn. Ine. when such 
a three man nomination for Pres- 
ident finished up with a three 
way tie. After several go arounds 
the results were as follows: Pres. 
K4BV, Vice Pres. W4SDR, Secre- 
tary W4UHL, Treas. K4KRI and 
Activity Mga. W4SDR. After the 
election of officers, Andy Clark, 
WIYT SEC Eastern Florida, 
and assistant Editor of Florida 
Skip gave a report on AREC 
and Florida Skip. Both sounded 
very good. 


Having fun is like having in- 
surance—the older you get, the 
more it costs you. 


If you want a place in the sun, 
you must expect to get blistered. 


FMTN HAS NEW 
NET MANAGER 


Rick Rutan (K4BNE) of St. 
Petersburg, the assistant Florida 
Midday Traffic Net manager 
assumed the duties of net man- 
ager on October 1. He succeeds 
Hank (W4TAS) of Bradenton 
who has managed the net since it 
was formed in February. 

Rick announces the appoint- 
ment of Ace (K4AKQ) of Or- 
lando as his assistant net man- 
ager. Ace has been very active 
in the FMTN and other nets and 
is an experienced traffic handler. 

The following stations were 
listed as net control: 

Monday—K4A YX (Joe) Cocoa 

Tuesday—K4BNE (Rick) St. 
Petersburg 


Wednesday—K4AKQ (Ace) 
Orlando 
Thursday—K4CX¥W (Smitty) 


Fort Pierce 

Friday—K4FDN (Clay) Pine- 
castle AFB 

Saturday—W4CAA/4 (Stan) 
West Palm Beach 


Alternate net control stations 
are K4CJE (Bill) Orlando, W4- 
UEL (Hud) Miami, W4IYT 
(Andy) Miami Springs, W4SDR 
(Clyde) Daytona Beach, K4ADNM 
(Ed) Maderia Beach, W4DTV 
(Bob) Miami and W4TAS 
(Hank) Bradenton. 


The Florida Midday Traffic 
Net meets every day except Sun- 
day at 12 noon on 7230 Kilo- 
cycles and new stations are in- 
vited to call in at the end of roll 
call. 

An old maid is someone who’s 
spent too much time chinning 
and not enough time necking. 

If you’re in a hurry to find a 
cop, try going 70 miles an hour. 


Success nowadays is making 
more money to pay the taxes you 
would not be paying if you had 
not made so much money already. 


As the feller said, taxation is - 
“Capitol” way to make money! 


SURPRESSED CARRIER 


It is with deep regret we re- 
port the passing of Marjorie Peck 
Nixon, K4KRF mother of Danny 
Nixon K4GHA of Opa _ Locka. 
Her death came as a great shock 
to all those who knew and loved 
her. Marjorie had received her 
Conditional License a few 
months ago and was getting on 
the bands using Danny’s rig. We 
in the Miami area will miss her 
very much. 


SUNSPOTS BEFORE 
YOUR EYES 


The Zurich provisional relative 
sunspot number for June 1957 
was very high at 205.6 This 
brings the Zurich 12 month run- 
ning-average up to 162. That is 
not only better than the peak of 
154 recorded during the last sun- 
spot cycle, but will set a new 
record in all of the several hun- 
dred of years of recorded sunspot 
history if the final figures are 
not some lower. There often is 
a slight revision between the 
initial figures released and the 
later finalized results. However, 
the revision is usually minor. 


The advance prediction by the 
CRPL, National Bureau of 
Standards, show a predicted fig- 
ure of 170 for the 12 month run- 
ning-average centered on Dec. 
1957. This is a sharp drop for 
the fifth month in a row from 
the peak prediction of slightly 
200. But, a certain amount of 
that may be a corrective factor. 
CLIX. 


DX Note. During the summer 
in southern Alaska the sun sets 
about 9 PM and rises about 3 
AM. Between those hours is a 
sort of twilight. Sleeping is a 
problem, especially for the new- 
comer, but even the old-timers 
say they seem to get along on a 
few hours sleep in the summer. 
Then when winter comes with 
its long hours of darkness, peo- 
ple walk around feeling sleepy 
all “day.” This makes it rougher 
on the DX man, because he don’t 
know if he’s coming or going. 


At Christmas be merry and thank 
God of all, 

And Feast the poor neighbors, 
the great and the small; 

Yea, all the year long have an 
eye to the poor, 

And God shall send luck to keep 
open the door. 

(Thomas Tusser. . .) 


It’s estimated that the average 
man has 12 million brain cells— 
most of them unemployed. 


You merry folk, be of good cheer, 

For Christmas comes but once a 
year. 

From open door you’ll take no 
harm 

By winter if your hearts are 
warm.—(Geoffrey Smith) 

If, in the holiday jollity 

You’re tempted to up-load, 

Instead of a “fast one” 

Please make that last one 

Coffee—“One for the Road!” 


DX ING IN FLORIDA 


By JOE ROSKO, K4CTU 


September got rolling with the 
visit of Danny Weil, of Yasme 
fame, to the Miami area. Ap- 
proximately 70 persons heard the 
talk about the ill fated Yasme. 
The evening was highlighted with 
the passing of the hat which net- 
ted $57, and the auction of an 
NC300 donated by KV4AA. Dan- 
ny it now underway from Eng- 
land in YASME II and is sched- 
uled at his first stop, Easter Is- 
land, in early January. 


Twenty meters seems to be on 
top again this month with UAg- 
OM; YS1MS; F9QV/FC; HB1M- 
Q/FL; YO8CA; and F2AN (Cor- 
sica) being worked by K4DRO. 
Al, K4DAS, snagged UA¢OM; 
UA@SL; FQ8AP; annd UQ2AH. 
Wiley, W4WSJ, yacked with KA- 
SC; HK@AI. Joe, K4CTU, grab- 
bed a few more with JT1AA; 
UI8KAE; CE9AE; SV@WQ and 
YKIAT. Ken, W4IMI, joins the 
200 plus gang with various rari- 
ties. W4LVV, Chuck, keyed with 
SV¢WQ, ZC5AL; OH1ST/¢; HB- 
IMQ/FL; UA¢OM and JT1AA. 


Fifteen meters is next with 
W4LVV logging MP4KAC; W6- 
UOU/KS6; CR7LU. UAQVB; 
W6U0U/KS6; KC4USK; UAQ- 
CR; CEH3RE; KR6BN and CN2- 
AK were worked by K4CTU. 
K4DRO add to his list with 
CE9AE; KW6CA; VQ2RG and 
OHIST/¢. 4W2RP; HS1A and 
VS4JT haunt the fone spectrum. 

Ten meters is still open YU3- 
EU; ZP5IB; VP4MM; UB5FG; 


LAIFA; UC2KAB; CN&8MM; 
ZS1BV and hoards of South 
American stations coming 
through. 

Here and there: W4IYT has 
totals to 150 worked and 34 
zones. W4AZK, still stands at 


192 worked and 39 zones. W4LVV 
finally hooked JTIAA for his 
WAZ and now has 229 confirm- 
ed. Anyone else in Florida work- 
ed all zones? K4CTU, got JTIAA 
for 182 worked and 389 zones. 
W4HKJ is going to hit the DX 
tests with a Viking KW and 
various twirlers. K2EQD and 
W80PG are now in Florida start- 
ing anew. SV@WQ hit Crete on 
October 4th. VP8BS goes QRT 
in April. W4LVV was surprised 
with qsl’s from ZC5AL; UA¢- 
KFF and UA#éKOB. VQ2GR is 
ex ZE1JG. KH6CMM is ex W4- 
DNU. 

Adresses: 

FF8AC, call book QTH plus 
an IRC. 

KH6CMM, Box 1401 Waipahee. 

KZ5BG, Box 235, Gatun, C. Z. 

JTIAA, send to OK2JX. 

OQ5HP, Box 901, Stanleyville. 

TI2VA, Box 441, San Jose. 


A SATIRE ON THE AMATEUR 


Verily I say unto you, marry 
not a radio amateur, for he is a 
strange being, possessed of many 
devils.. He speaketh eternally in 
dit-dahs, and he _ spelleth his 
words without vowels. He wield- 
eth a big stick calleth a slide 
rule, and he hath but one Bible— 
the Handbook. He talketh al- 
ways of QSO’S and DX, and 
without end of his loading coil. 
He knoweth countries only by 
prefixes; he learneth his geo- 
graphy by zones, his directions 
are great circle bearings. He 
stayeth up late at nights, for 
reasons known but to him, thou 
wouldst not believe his stories if 
he told you. There is but one 
key dear to his heart, that is a 
Vibroplex; the love letters for 
which he yearneth are DXCC. 
Whilst others prefer swimming 
and boating he prefereth to sit 
inside and work portable, and he 
braggeth forever of those he hath 
worked. 


And when he courteth his dam- 
sel, he keepeth a log book, and 
when he maketh a trip he views 
not the scenery, but looketh for 
antennas. He picketh his seat in 
the car by the rig and not by the 
damsel beside him. Always he 
carrieth his books with him, and 
he entertaineth his maiden with 
Ohm’s Law. Verily though she 
expecteth chocolates when he 
calleth, she opens the package to 
find filter chokes. He holdeth a 
damsel’s hand only to measure 
the fist, and he embraceth but to 
test the strength of muscle. He 
checketh the vibrations of her 
heart with WWYV, and he recon- 
eth her strength for raising an- 
tennas. For though he seeketh 
to acquire a second op, he at- 
tendeth the wedding but to record 
it on tape; he goeth on a honey- 
moon just to visit radio clubs; 
he returneth home only to pound 
brass. He speaketh of his mate 
as YF and XYL and of the kids 
as harmonics. 

Surely goodness and mercy will 
follow this man, for he will need 
it; there may be no improvement 
and he will need help forever. 

AUTOCALL 


VQ2GR, Gordon Rowe, c/o 
Rhodesian Railway, Luanshya. 

VK1AT, send to OKIMB. 

Once again, fellows, your cards 
and information on DX is asked. 
Please send the info the first of 
each month to K4CTU, 135 N. W. 
135th. St., Miami 50 so that we 
may help make this column big- 
ger and better. It is planned to 
have a DX Honor Roll in Decem- 
ber so please send your standings 
along with any other DX info. 


SPARKS—THE RADIOMEN 


Here is one that was kicking 
around WW Two. 

Among the stranger people on 
this earth are the Radiomen. A 
Radioman is a person either go- 
ing on watch, or coming off 
watch. Contrary to popular be- 
liefs, radiomen are not crazy. A 
Radioman has two brains, one 
perfectly normal brain, and an- 
other which is in a constant state 
of turmoil and is used proficient- 
ly in his work. This latter brain 
is filled with dots, dashes and 
procedure signs. 


Radiomen are like grounchogs. 
They seldom see the sun, coming 
topside only on Saturday morn- 
ings at the special request of the 
Commanding officer. If the sun 
is shining and thte Radioman 
sees his shadow, he goes below, 
and everyone knows there will 
be six more days till the next in- 
spection. 

Sitting at his typewriter, a 
Radioman receives an_ endless 
story of the World, flowing 
through his ears, unable to get 
out because both his ears are 
stopped up by earphones. The 
stuff flows through his fingers, 
and is giiven out as press, wea- 
ther, messages and so forth. 


When conversing with a Radio- 
man, Do not ask him if he re- 
members the message sent to 
Garcia, because he will jump up 
and scream “What’s the number 
of it?—Who sent it ?—If it’s lost, 
it wasn’t on my watch.” 

Radiomen live on black coffee 
and cigarettes. All through the 
long midwatches they sit and dit 
and dah, so weary of it all, won- 
dering why they ever took up 
radio as a profession. When they 
go off duty they hurry to their 
compartments and their little 
ham sets, and just dit and dah to 
their heart’s content. 

The love life of the Radioman 
is dull. Most girls have too much 
resistance for their voltage. Girls 
who fall for radiomen will find 
that they are courted with con- 
siderable sparking, and _ after 
they are married will receive 
much broadcasting, both loud and 
long. Radiomen are found in all 
ships and stations and are quite 
harmless if left alone, fed occa- 
sionally, and given annual leave, 
so that they may rig up new 
gadgets in their compartments. 
Oh me, oh my, how true how 
true. 


Heap on more wood!—the wind 
is chill; 

But let it whistle as it will, 

We'll keep our Christmas Merry 
still— (Walter Scott) 


SILVER SPRINGS RADIO 
CLUB NEWS ITEMS 
By MACK W4DVR 


Training classes are progress- 
ing steadily. Two more lads have 
passed their examination. This 
means two more members for 
the club. 


Plans are progressing very 
well for the annual Hamfest at 
Silver Springs the first Sunday 
in June, next year. Several manu- 
facturers have already sent their 
door prizes, and we have prom- 
ises of many more. All in all 
we will have a bigger ‘hamfest’ 
than last year. Bubba Born of 
Atlanta informs us that he and 
his family will be here for sev- 
eral days prior to the hamfest. 
He will hold important meetings 
with the SCM’s, SEC’s, and as 
many LO’s and CD’s as possible. 
Any group desiring special meet- 
ings; please notify us as soon 
as possible because the program 
begins to take shape in January 
and February. 


W4HCQ is still looking around 
for a modulation Tx for his HP 
rig. K4ANJ has replaced the 
pwr tx in his HRO-50-Ti and she 
is percolating nicely. K4CZL is 
on the road so much, he is almost 
a stranger to us. FPC keeps him 
on the run. 


KN4RZQ one of our new hams 
purchased a Tx and modulator 
from W4DVR and is putting it 
on the air on the 40 meter nov- 
ice band. KN4RZQ (David Laird) 
and Loyd Adams, Jr., are the 
two new members of the Club. 


W4DVR’s hand is healing rap- 
idly. All that remains to a whop- 
ping scar, I am happy to report 
that he is able ‘to eat’ again. It 
was the eating hand that got 
tangled up with a pasture mower. 


Professor W4ASF continue to 
conduct code classes for novices, 
K4ANJ and W4HCQ alternate 
Profs in theory are sort of tak- 
ing it easy as KN4RZQ has pre- 
pared a lecture course for Gen- 
eral ticket seekers. 


We note with pride that Flor- 
ida Skip is now ‘inc’. Congrats 
boys especially to W4KLL. A 
round of thanks to W4IYT and 
all others connected with the 
‘SKIP’ for a job well done. 


The Coastal Emergency Net 
(W4DVR NCS) has closed its 
regular monthly drill periods. 
Thanks fellas and those of you 
who have not received your Net 
Cerificates, please advise and 
same will be mailed to you. Our 
operations were quite successful 
and we will C U on regular drills 


next spring. 

The Silver Springs Radio Club 
now has three new members, and 
four new amateurs from our 
training classes. Loyd Adams, 
Jr., KN4SLM; David Laird KN4- 
RZQ; Kelly Reese, KN4SMZ. 

W4DVR is converting his 1 kw 
ew rig to phone, using a pair of 
4-250’s. K4ANJ is getting his 
new 4-125’s rig in shape. David 
Laird KN4RZQ is busy racking 
up GSO’s and getting out QSL 
cards. 

Sunday the 17th was an enjoy- 
able day at the QTH of Johnny 
Williams, K4ANJ. His XYL’s 
birthday saw many members of 
the club assembled. Refreshments 
were served and Halie received 
several birthday gifts. Good luck 
Halie and many many more en- 
joyable birthdays. 

W4DVR, K4ANJ, & W4HCQ 
are new members of the air force 
MARS nets. The work is found 
to be most enjoyable and a real 
bang-up schedule every Thursday 
evening at 1800. 

All Amateur Clubs in Florida 
are again advised that we will 
have our annual hamfest the first 
Sunday in June. Please fellas — 
don’t crowd us, like last year. 
Our Southeastern Director of 
ARRL, Bubber Born of Atlanta, 
will be with us and he will hold 
important meetings of Southeast- 
ern SCM’s, EC’s, LO’s etc. He 
plans to be here with his family 
for several days before and after 
the hamfest. We have received 
several door prizes already and 
will have plenty more come June. 

73’s until next time—don’t for- 
get to support the Florida Skip. 


FLORIDA MIDDAY 
TRAFFIC NOTES 
By RICK RUTAN, K4BNE 


We’re sorry to report that 
Jess’ wife (he’s W4EKU) is in 
the hospital. Jess took her to the 
Naval Hospital at Jacksonville 
the second week of November. 
Jacksonville stations are keeping 
Jess posted on her condition 
daily. Jess is in Fort Pierce. All 
the net members hope she im- 
proves rapidly, Jess. 

K4AKQ, Ace, lost his father 
this month. Net members ex- 
tended their condolences both on 
the air and in a message address- 
ed to Ace. 

K4QFW, the Palm Beach Jun- 
ior College station at Lake 
Worth, has been originating 
quite a sizable amount of traffic 
lately. Looks like they have a 
lot of out-of-state students at 
the school. Two ops are handling 
the station, Tom, W4GJJ and 


Mike, whose home call is un- 
known at the moment. Both boys 
squeeze their traffic into short 
breaks between classes. 

Welcome to more new net con- 
trols since the last column. Bob, 
K4JJZ at Avon Park has had his 
first turn at the helm of this net 
and did a fine job despite terrible 
conditions. Probably by the time 
this gets into print he’ll have a 
couple more sessions under his 
belt. Bob Watson, W4DTV, an 
old hand at NCS is back in the 
active NCS list again and doing 
his usual grand job. He really got 
hit with a traffic load on the 
15th, too. Lot of it going to 
places never heard of except in 
ham traffic. 

One day last month we had a 
long round table with W4KGJ, 
John Porter, SCM for Eastern 
Florida. Discussion arose on the 
proper way to check into a net. 
Straight from the FCC rule book 
comes the info that a net mem- 
ber on his first check-in should 
always include the following: 
Call of the NCS, his own call 
AND if portable, his location. 
It’s in the books, boys. 

W4FPC, St. Pete, and his fam- 
ily were all flu victims. They are 
all on the road to recovery and 
Mac will soon be back in harness 
as one of the foremost traffic 
men in the state of Florida. 

Charlie, W4BMY, has had to 
leave the air for a while. The day 
he called in, he had a multitude 
of troubles including power sup- 
ply, car transmission, a new job 
and a trip to the hospital. There 
is a busy man! 

Lucille and Whee, KP4ZW and 
KP4ZV are checking in fairly 
regularly from their portable lo- 
eation at Orlando. Glad to hear 
that big signal when they check 
in for K4FDN. Clay, former 
chief op at K4FDN, has been 
transferred to Patrick, but we 
have not heard him on the net 
with K4FDC as yet. Come on, 
Clay, find a minute or two and 
hit the net again. 


Here is a new word to learn: 
“PICON” which means “public 
Interest Convenience Or Neces- 
sity.’ This word is kicking 
around Washington DC of late. 

For every man who lives to be 
85, there are seven women—but 
by that time it’s too late! 


It’s not what you have to pay 
down on a new home; it’s what 
you have to pay up. 


A woman’s idea of a good cry 
is one that gets the intended re- 
sult. 


YLS CORNER 

THANKS TO THE EDITORS 
—A section of Florida Skip has 
been set aside for the distaff side 
of the gang, to be called the 
“YLS Corner.” 
exclusively, news of, by and for 
the feminine members of our 
hobby. Please mark both enve- 
lope and copy—YLS Corner— 
plainly to be sure it is included 
in our own section. 


ABOUT SIX METERS 


I noticed that you have asked 
if any one in Florida has broken 
any six meter records yet. I 
claim to be the first station in 
Florida to establish two way 
communication via the aurora on 
VHF. Ed Tilton, W1HDQ, VHF 
editor for “QST” agrees with me. 
I should like to lay my claims 
open to challenge in case any 
Fla. station has had an aurora 
QSO before mine. My first con- 
tact was June 30, 1957 at 1730 
EST and lasted until 11806 EST. 
This QSO was with W4UVP in 
Johnson City, Tenn. 

His sigs. were 44A and re- 
ported mine as 55A, CW of 
course. 

Later at 1905 EST I contacted 
W4NWB in Travelers Rest, S. C. 
This time sigs were 57A both 
ways. I have worked aurora two 
more times, Sept. 4, 1957 and 
Sept. 23, 1957. Contacts were 
with W3IIU, Washington, D. C., 
W4ARI, Chattanooga, Tenn. and 
W4IKK, Chattanooga, Tenn. All 
aurora QSOs were on si xmeters. 
I also claim to be the farthest 
station south in the U. S. A. to 
SQO via aurora. Judging from 
the strength of some of the au- 
rora sigs heard here I believe 
that they could be heard at least 
100 miles farther south. Whether 
these exceptional aurora open- 
ings are due to this unusually 
high sun spot peak or happen 
other years I don’t know. Could 
be that they have gone by un- 
noticed here in Florida. W4RMU 
power on six is one KW, however 
don’t think this much power 
would have been necessary as 
several stations worked via au- 
rora were in the 100 watt class. 
Allen A. Engleman, W4RMU 
POs bOxce. 

Oceanway, Fla. 


Drive Safely! Did you know 
that when a car is going 60 mph 
it can’t be stopped completely 
under 264 feet! That’s twice the 
distance between home place and 
second, and 12 feet more. 


You can’t get rid of a bad 
temper by losing it. 


It will feature, 


SWABUSEL 
NOTE: Fiorida Skip does not 
assume any responsibility for 
condition, price, etc. of any item 
listed in this column. 


This column is FREE to any Li- 
censed Radio Amateur. There is no 
limit to the number of items an 
individual: may list. All listings are 
cancelled each month. If your list- 
ing is not moved, it will be neces- 
sary to relist the following month. 


WANTED to get in amateur radio. 
Need receiver to start such as S-40 
or equivalent. Will trade Underwood 
typewriter or HO trains. Robert W. 
Sloat, 3160 E. Riverside Dr., Ft. 
Myers. 

SS SS eee 


_FOR SALE RME DB22A, National 
NC 183 with Select-O-Jet and NFM 
adapter, Millen SS selector type 92- 
105 with crystals, SX-42 and S-38-C. 
Bogen amplifier model H-15 with 
mike and stand. Home made 75 watt 
CW xmtr and 200 watt CW and fone 
XMTR. Make offer. Arthur H. Stead, 
W4GLA, 1141 N. W. 117th St., Miami. 


_For Sale KW fone xmtr pp 813’s 
final, pp 805’s modulators. B & W 
plub in coils for 75 and 10 meters. 
Johnson low pass filter, Millen 6L6- 
807 exciter, Thordarson plate trans. 
1750 and 1250-DC output, UTC 330 
watts universay modulator xfimr, all 
rack and panel mounted very good 
condition, $250. W4RMU, P. O. Box 
S, Oceanway, Fla. 

see ee eee 


FOR SALE Self contained high 
power AM station in single rack cab- 
inet. All band switching, best com- 
mercial design ‘and construction at 
give away” price. Have gone SSB 
exclusively. Rex Bassett, W4QS, Ft. 
Lauderdale. 


WANTED JONES micro-match 
with Jones meter, W4AYN, 409 S. 
Scean Blvd., Pompano Beach. 


Wanted: Transmitter of about 100 
or 200 watts, all bands, phone and 
c.. W. commercial wired or kit—say 
DX-100 or Viking. Bill Jeffers, K4- 
GDD, 819 - 6th Ave. North, Jackson- 
ville, Beach, Il. 
== SS SS eee 


Lost: W4FJE, answers to name of 
Mark. He was known as the “Voice 
of St. Augustine on 75.’”’ Last heard 
of was attending Capital Radio En- 
gineering Institute in Washington, 
D. C, The following stations are on 
look-out. for him: W4LMT, K4FDC, 
W4QCP, W4HCQ, W4MIG, K4ANJ, 
W4WPD. W4RWM and _  =“<K4IR#E, 
reason—QSO. 


For Sale: Mosley VPA-20-3 beam. 
About 1 year old in first class condi- 
tion. Price as is, FOB, Tangerine, 
Fla. $50.00. V. R. Dibble, W4HPV, 
Box 165, Tangerine, Fla. 

FOR SALE: Mosley VPA20-3 20 
meter 3 el short beam and Mosley 
S-153 15 meter beam and 4 el 10 
meter beam. Cost $225, ALL for $100. 
W4HJK 990 S. W. 63 Ave., Miami. 


Sell or Swap—T-Craft Converter, 
14—18 me. IF., with power supply— 
$30.00 or ?. Ed Turnpaugh K4MAV— 
3620 NW 16th St. Miami, Fla. Phone: 
NE 4-4102. 


LEECE NEVILLE 12V Alternator 
system, with. rectifier, regulator, 
ammeter and wiring. A-1 condition. 
$85.00 FOB Jax. CABINET, RACK 
PANEL, 60’ panel space, black, 
$40.00 FOB Jax. Also various plate 
transformers and power supply com- 
ponets. K4EXF, 8039 Carlotta Rd. 
S., Jacksonville 11, Fla. 


FOR SALE Adams Electronic Lin- 
ear, pair %Si11’s, piun-in coiis. Cost 
pdco. Will Sell Lor pavuv. prepaid, H. H. 
S., 325 Cnitean Ave., tuim Beach. 
(in future a call or name must be 
suvmitted with ad). 


FOR SALH Harvey Well TBS-50 
with new case, marvey Wells VEO 
and power Supply, »¥95. Ampnenol- 
Mums heavy auty rotor, seisyns, 
inuicator and cabies, $125., rank 
ituie, W4a4UK, Zolli N. Atlantic 
Bivd., Ht. Lauderdale. 


Will trade NC-13 with Speaker for 
luv Watt V#U transmitter. W4DW4k, 
bOxX soA, Kt. 4, Juno, Fla. 


FOR SALE. Johnson Viking II 
Witn VEU. Clean Jop. Hxcelieut DX 
record. t1ear it On 4U anu lo dally. 
rice }$Zuu.vu. K4GVD, Koute 1, KBox 
luge, Kiau Gallie, Fla. 


FOr SALE. Tubes, Brand new, 
S13’S po.UuU, d529B’S p4.0U, SSZA’S $4.50, 
Sius 91.00, Himac ZdULTH  $1o.v0, 
x-svuS $4U.U0. AsrtcC-4 two meter re- 
ceiver /trausmitter Complete with 
tuves and 1zV dynamocor $3d.vuvU. 
riale Uranstormer Coimus 350u V. 
Cc. IT. at zZséu Ma. $Za.uu. Complete 
Motorola 3v-4uMec KM receiver piaa.uU 
Elmac 6VY mopile receiver supply 
Peveuvy. COMpiecte CoOlllus pPOwer Sup- 
Ply 70d.UU, UricO TWO meter Zd Watt 
movie transmitter pdo.vv. Bill Slep, 
w4roY, box 1/38, Hiltenton, Fla. 

FOR SALE. Hallicratter BC-669 
Witu power suppty. txceilent condi- 
tion péZvu.uv. Bil Siep, w4knH Y, P. 
uU. Box 118, Elienton, #'la. 


WANTED One ea. 2mfd. and 4 
mfd. oi cond. voltage? :?% 500 ma. 
o/z4 hy. swimging and ovU ma, 20 hy. 
ecnokes; ov lv amp. ct til. trans., 
James Dorman 2VUluU New Jersey Rd., 
Lakeland. 


FOR SALE S-40-B, excellen tcon- 
dition. Will ship truck prepaid. $75., 
W4TEE, 2460 Raeford Rd., Orlando. 


WANTED Contacts wtih novice 
YL’s on 7155 each Friday at 2 p. m. 
calling CQ YL and will tune entire 
novice band. Fran, KN4PPX, N. A. 
S., Ft. Lauderdale. 


FOR SALE OR SWAP for mobile 
rig. 1 KW ew rig, R65’s all in up- 
right cabinet. Variac controlled 68v0 
voit power trans. Mobile rig must be 
OK and not butchered. W4DVR, Rt. 
2, Box 249, Ocala. 


FOR SALE 500 watt multiband 
VFO trans as described in Jan. 1954 
QST, 813 final mounted in open rack 
with varic power supply. 6 meter low 
pass filter and co-ax ant. relay. $125. 
3 el. Radio Specialties beam, orig. 
$129 for only $45. 40 ft. tower $50. 
Rotators, tubes, transformers plus 
many other items. Send for list. N. 
V. Style, K4DUQ, 1029 English St., 
Titusville. 


FOR SALE 813’s, $5; 
VT-127A’s, $3. W. F. 
W4LRE, 4705 Cates Ave., 
ville. 


KEEP a 


100th’s, $5; 
Richardson, 
Jackson- 


record of your Ham 
guests. Guest register books $2 
postpaid. Make nice Xmas gifts. 
W4PJU, Box 1253, Clewiston. 


FOR SALE Phone patch bargain. 
Complete unit employing one switch 
and the internal connections to your 
telephone. No hum, good audio qual- 
ity. Cost $1338 to build. Make rea- 
sonable offer. K4KRJ, 212 S. E. 
12th St., Ft. Lauderdale. 


FOR SALE W. M. Welch power 
unit. Voltages from 0 to 24 A. C, 
and)+2:5 to, 12, D, 1G. i15v 60° cycle 
A. C. Maximum output 6 amps. 
Complete with circuit breaker, $8.00. 
ATS RIee Soe Diet othe Ste bt. 
Lauderdale. 


FOR SALE Beam antenna hand- 
book by W6SAT, new $2. Argonne 
erysta lImike like JT-380, good $4, 
W4PBH, 7841 S. W. 50th. Ct. Miami. 


WANTED Contributions of gear, 
components, calibooks, etc. Would 
like to buy a tair priced used re- 
celved. Coral Gables Senior High 
Scnool Radio Clun, 45U bird Kkd., 
Coral Gapies or bob Aaronson, W4- 
PBH, 1541 S. W. 5uth. Ct., Miami. 


FOR SALE BC-221M freq meter, 
compiete with tupes, xtal and cali- 
bration book, $60 #.. O. B. W4EMB, 


o6z/ SS. W. 8th St., Miami. 
WANTED Inexpensive set of 
headphones, used J-%3s, new 40 ft. 


telescoping TY mast or heavy pipe 
Mmast., W4PBH, 7341 S. W. 50th Ct, 
Miami. 


SWAP Eastman Kodak 35 with 
alart tiash and GE meter. Want S- 
38 or NC-a4 in good conaition. H. H. 
Osvorn Jr., K4UYB, 2239 Fiesta, 
Sarasota. 


FOR SALE Johnson Signal Sentry 
—tone ana C. W. monitor. sour 
moutns oid and will taxe no more 
than plo.vU. Gene Schramel vw 4inmA, 
+505 Hngiewood Ave., Jax, Fla. 


FOR SALE: Eldico 558 ur, trans- 
mitter on 80 meters. Viking Il and 
VEO for $180.uU. Wanted: Central 
Electronics 2UA with VEO. Pilate 
transtormer 1500 AC each side of 
center about 400 ma. EH. H. Young, 
W4UHB, 708 N. Dixie, West Paim 
Beach. 


FOR SALE: Sideband Linear by 
Adams Blectronic. Pair 811s $200.00 
Long Istand detivery. W4GHH, 325 
Chueair Ave., Palm Beach, Fla. 


——— 

KOR SALE: Commercial built luv 
watt c. w. transmitter using pair 
809’s_ in final. Has provisions for 
modulation, Antenn aChange Over 
relay, 6.3 VAC filament transformer 
built on 6 inch standard 19 inch 
steel panel. Has very heavy duty 
parts throughout. A real steal for 
only $8. BC-221 J, best offer over $50. 


Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape 
Drive, Miami Springs, Fla. TU8- 
3874, 


FOR SALE: Thousands of useful 
items at a fraction of new price. 
Switches, pots, plugs, jacks, connec- 
tors, panel lights, relays, tubes, 
sockets, Knobs, right angle drives, 
meters ete. Transmitters, receivers 
for conversion. Also NC-173 and 50 
watt CW transmitter. You name it. 
PZ Orr ite INO Te J UN We Liloyd VW. 
Warren K4AZM, 1996 SW 3838rd Ct. 
or Phone HI3-9518 after 2 p. m.,, 
Miami. 


FOR SALE Viking II stability and 
punch, top condition. $200. W4ZDV, 
John Boyle, South Beach Rd., Engle- 
wood. 


FOR SALE BC453 Q5’s with speak- 
er in matching case on double rack. 
$20. Babcock DX’er preselector 13- 
40 Me Art Billington, W4UYH, 
1421 S. W. 40 Terr., Miami, Fla. 


WANTED: Good receiver used re- 
ceiver at a fair price. Wiliam J. 
Hueckel, K4RQY, ex-WgPWD, 14381 
Bryon Road, Ft. Myers, Fla. 


WANTED: Antena Tuner such as 
Johnson match box or other make. 
10-15-20 meter vertical antenna. For 
Sale: 4D32 tubes new. $18.00 per pair. 
7010.0ke precision crystals in hold- 
ers. 3 for $1.00 P. P. J. W. Donahue 
K4PNY, 537 N.W. 34th Terr., Gaines- 
ville, Fla. 


FOR SALE: Emergency power 
plant—700 watts, 115 volts AC at 60 
eycles. Heavy duty built wtih dual 
fan belt drive. It can be carried by 
handles by one STRONG man. $70. 
Andy Clark, W4IYT Lenape Dr., 
Miami Springs TU8-3874. 


The ELECTRONIC SWAP SHOP 
and Russ Patterson, W4CPG of 
Tampa extends a BIG _ Seasons 
Greetings. Look for future ads in 
this paper. 


SEC’S CORNER 


This year’s S. E. T. just com- 
pleted October 12th and 12th was 
without a doubt the best Florida 
has ever seen. Participation was 
very good. Percentage wise, as 
to AREC members, St. Lucie 
County headed by EC H. J. 
Smith K4CXW in Fort Pierce re- 
ported 100 per cent participation. 
(See front page of October issue 
for K4CXW’s picture). Smitty 
and his AREC group set up two 
complete stations in the Red 
Cross building and even installed 
antennas atop same. 


Monroe County (Key West) 
ran second. Chuck Myers W4- 
NQW, EC, was out of town, but 
his assistants took over for him. 


Lou Wolcott W4NKD, EC for 
Orange County (Orlando) had a 
good report, as did Harold Bower 
W4DLM, EC for Broward, Ruth 
Nissen W4BWR, South Brevard, 
Harry Fishel W4CQZ, Lee Coun- 
ty and Marvin Kaniss W4WPF, 
South Pinellas County. 


L. P. Algeo KAAHW, EC Dade 
County, set up headquarters in 
the Red Cross building in Miami 
and operated five hours and 45 
minutes continuously under the 
call K4IWT. Two complete sta- 
tions were active throughout the 
drill on Sunday the 13th. Around 
175 messages from all participat- 
ing counties were received and 
relayed to ARRL Headquarters, 
Regional Red Cross in Atlanta 
and National Red Cross Head- 
quarters in Washington, D. C. 
from K4IWT. 


Many more counties partici- 
pated on Saturday. 


It is requested that all EC’s 
report their activities during the 
S. E. T. to our National Emer- 
gency Coordinator, George Hart 
W1INJM, A. R. R. L. Please take 
time out to get this report in as 
soon as possible. 

I would like to thank each and 
every one of you for making this 
the best Simulated Emergency 
Test on record! 

Due to shortage of space, the 
remainder of the EC’s will be 
published next month. 


Andrew C. Clark W41YT 
SEC, Eastern Florida 


FOR SALE 
One NC98_ excellent 
reasonable offer re- 


For Sale: 
condition. No 


fused. Robert Kelly W4UWP, 8351 
S. W. 46th St. Miami Phone MO6- 
2449. 

For Sale: 6 meter men, Harvey 


Wells TBS DeLux transmitter $75.00, 


matching power supply $30.00. Sell 
together only. Very sharp on 6 
meters. C. A. Layton, K4HNS, 635 


Anastasia Ave., Apt. 4, Coral Gables, 
Fla. 


ORLANDO RAMBLINGS 
HAL, W4BKC 


The BIG NEWS this month is 
that the TWO METER GANG 
had a Baby—well maybe I better 
give some of the details to keep 
you guys and gals from trying 
to figure that one out. Janice, 
Kn4 RKO and Howard, K4 CFX 
are the proud parents of a junior 
op named, Michael Glenn Fic- 
quette, who kept his schedule by 
coming on the air at 10:47 a. m. 
EST on Novembker 1, 1957. Just 
wouldn’t be proper to. give 
“Mike” a rattle, probably How- 
ard will fix him up with the gen- 
uine article so he will be able to 
say “CQ” before he says DaDa. 
Congrats from us all, Kids. 


Congratulations are in order 
for Norma, Kn4 SMW, “Schaef- 
fers Model Wife” who just got 
her ticket, she is the Boss Lady 
of Bud, W4 QCE, on the same 
day she learned that her mother 
also got her ticket, Kn4 SOL 
“Sweet old Lady,” and her dad is 
K4 JJZ, Fevvens sake Bob, get 
on 40 and give Norma a contact 
before she blows a fuse. 


The hidden transmitter hunts 
held on alternate Friday nites 
are becoming quite a popular 
excercise, and it’s producing 
quite an array of direction find- 
ing equipment too, some of which 
works forward and some of which 
works backward, but it sure is a 
lot of fun for everybody partici- 
pating. George, W4 PWW and 
Ben W4 SEG just took the truck 
without the trailer last time, and 
altho it was ingeniously hidden, 
the gang made a little better 
time finding it, than on previ- 
ous occasions. By mileage, the 
winners were, 1. Ernie, K4 HXP, 
2. Tiny, K4 HSE, 3. Jerry, W4 
IDT, 4. George, W4TEE, 5. Hal, 
W4 BKC, 6. Newt, K4 IRE, 7. 
Les, W4 LP, 8. Jessie, W4 CLJ. 

On the visiting firemans roster 
at the last O. A. R. C. Inc., meet- 
ing were noted the following 
calls, KP4 ZW/4, W2 GRH, W8 
HQH, W8 UIM, W4 UMI, K4 
OWI and K4 GMS welcome, you 
all, glad to have you with us. 
We have a new member of the 
two meter net in the person of 
Pappy, K4 MUB. Hear that Dick, 
W4 WPE has constructed a Halo 
antenna for Two meters per de- 
scription in Noovember “CQ”, 
and that Ernie, K4 HXP will 
make one also as will quite a few 
of the gang, so you other two 
meter stations turn those beams 
towards Orlando, occasionally, 
just might make a few contacts. 
We hear Cap W4 PTT regularly 
from St. Cloud, with a real solid 
signal. 7 to 7:30 every nite. Keith 


SAILFISHER NEWS 
By TWISTY—W4DWK 


The West Palm Beach Radio 
Club puts out a neat club bulletin 
called “The Sailfisher.” A spec- 
ial 6 meter club project is now 
underway with 10 members sign- 
ed up for kits. The committee 
came up with a complete trans- 
ceiver for 6 meters exclusive of 
the 300 volt power supply for 
only $27.00. At present the fol- 
lowing mobiles are on 28960ke 
which is tthe Emergency AREC 
Sailfish net frequency: W4TH, 
W4UHB, W4YOT, K4LUW, W4- 
ACO, K4AWD, W4CAA, W4CKB, 
K4IFQ, W4SJK, W4IJU and 
otherss. In time they all plan to 
shift to 6. 


W4ACO is knocking off DX 
like crazy with his new beam. 
The first DX Sailfish certificate 
has been issued to DALIIB. 
Many other stations have three 
or four Sailfish contacts and are 
looking for more. 


Don’t forget the club meets 
the first and third Friday each 
month at the club house. 

WPBRC under leadership of 
Twisty W4DWK also EC for 
Palm Beach County has a begin- 
ners code instruction class going 
with elementary theory at 7 p. m. 
Contact any club officer for de- 
tails. 


One of the most ambitious 
undertakings of the Activities 
Committee was the planning of 
the Clubs simulated emergency 
test held Friday evening, Oct. 
25th on the net. A complete simu- 
lated emergency was conceived 
and written up in great detail 
with “situations” and _ actions 
timed to require participation by 
all stations who checked in on the 
net frequency 28,960ke. The SET 
surely pointed up tthe need for 
practice and training for ama- 
teurs to be able to render maxi- 
mum service to the community 
and thus further justify our fre- 
quency allocations. NCS for the 
SET drill was John, W4SJK. 


Tallahassee: Duke Contini W4- 
YUU and Jim Bayfield W4CHZ 
are students at Florida State U. 
Both have the HilFi buy, major- 
ing in math and physics and pres- 
ently doing electronics and re- 
search and development work. 
How about some more news from 
the Tallahassee area? 


K4 KNB, passed along the com- 
ment that the modern idea of 
roughing it is, driving with a 
standard shift. 


GABLES HIGH RADIO CLUB 
Bob Aaronson, W4PBH 


The Coral Gables Senior High 
School Radio Club got off to a 
flying start this year with elec- 
tion of officers and registration 
of members. 

Officers are as follow: Presi- 
dent, Tom Gallagher, K4DRO; 
secretary - treasurer, Lawrence 
Gross, K4AQG. W4PBH has be- 
come the trustee of the club sta- 
tion, W4FAE, the club is trying 
to get a rig together, with some 
difficulty, due to low funds. 

The equipment we have at 
present needs a lot of work; a 
project which we will take up 
shortly. The boys are trying to 
raise some money for a new re- 
ceiver and possibly a DX-35 kit. 
We hope to put W4FAE on the 
air within the next month or so 
barring unforseen difficulties. 


Any contributions of gear, 
components, books,  callbooks, 
etc., would be greatly appreciated 
by all members of the club. 


Please get in touch with me at 
MO 6-4500, my home phone, or 
write the club at 450 Bird Rm., 
Coral Gables. 


LAKE WALES CHATTER 
By DAVID NELSON W4LJM 


The Lake Wales Radio Club 
was formed October 4th with the 
following officers elected on the 
18th. President Shakespeare W4- 
DPD, vice president Bernie W4- 
RY, secretary-treasurer David 
W4LJM, program chairman is 
Don Ried W4PFX. A color TV 
demonstrattion was given by Wes 
W4COZ Nov. 1. We now have 
10 licensed hams and more on the 
way. 


SIDEWINDER 
K4ELT 


I have had the pleasure of 
working many ANCIENT MOD- 
ULATION stations recently. 
Some of these fellows have won- 
dered as to the best method of 
properly tuning S. S. B. on re- 
ceivers not having slicers, or a 
little ancient in vintage. Prior 
to converting our faithful NC- 
183D the following always seem- 
ed to work well for us. 


Tuning single sideband is very 
similar to bringing in C. W. sig- 
nals. Set the controls as follows, 
AVC switch in the off position 
(with no carrier AVC isn’t much 
good), Audio Gain in the maxi- 
mum position, and R. F. Gain at 
a pleasant listening level. C. W. 
switch in the ON position. Tune 


ORLANDO RAMBLINGS 
Hal, W4BKC 


Lou, W4NKD, Emergency Co- 
ordinator for Orange County, re- 
ports a very successful Simulat- 
ed Emergency Test held on Sun- 
day, October 18, 1957. The main 
Fixed location was at the trans- 
mitter in the local Red Cross 
building, with Ben, W4SEG at 
the 10 meter position, and Dick, 
K4RYR, at the 2 meter position, 
and LOU, W4NKD coordinating. 
Mr. Ernest Knight, Director of 
the Orlando Chapter of the 
American Red Cross was able to 
talk to his disaster Chairmen in 
the surrounding counties via 
Amateur Radio, and expressed 
his appreciation of the time and 
effort that had resulted in such 
a fine demonstration of ability 
to provide emergency communi- 
cation in time of disaster. 


Wes, K4KRG has been appoint- 
ed chairman of the 1958 Hamfest 
Committee, by the Prexy of the 
Orlando Amateur Radio Club, 
Inc., George, W4TEE. Further 
details regarding the Hamfest 
will be announced in Florida Skip 
after the holidays. 


Hal, W4BKC and Keith, K4- 
KNB really hid the C. D. truck 
and trailer for the transmitter 
hunt, a lot of tthe fellows were 
close but couldn’t get in to the 
area, because two dead end roads 
led to the cowpath. However, 
Jerry, W4IDT, and Lou, W4NKD 
were the first to arrive in the 
ten and two meter class respec- 
tively. Newt, K4IRE who is 
automotive instructor at Boone 
High School, provided the hiding 
place and it sure was a dilly. 
Bet we see more D. F. equipment 
on the next hunt. 


a S. S. B. signal for maximum 
audio level (the signal may still 
sound like Donald Duck at this 
time), tune the B. F. O. knob for 
best clarity, keeping the R. F. 
volume as low as possible. When 
the S. S. B starts sounding nor- 
mal tune the Bandspread for best 
audio quality. Try this and let 
me know the results, we are still 
at our faithful spot on 40 meters. 


Those of you fellows that 
might want some practice both 
listening to S. S. B., and hearing 
something just a little different 
in traffic nets might try tuning 
around 7.21 mes. for the Mid- 
Continent traffic net. This group 
comes on around seven in the 
evening and work for several 
hours. The power that the mem- 
bers run varies from around a 
100 watts P. E. P. to the maxi- 
mum. 
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This picture was taken at the first annual VHF picnic in 


Tavares September 15th. How many of these fellows do you 


A BIG THANKS! 


Perhaps you noticed your name, 
call and address neatly printed 
on your last issue of “Skip”. We 
all can thank Mr. Mel Livengood, 
Chapter Manager of the Dade 
County Red Cross. Mel gave us 
the all clear to use their address- 
o-graph machine and even sup- 
plied all materials! This was a 
great saving to “Florida Skip’s” 
bank account. Mrs. Ann Vaughn, 
who is employed by the Red 
Cross, and Betty Clark W4GGQ 
(XYL of IYT) labored for many 
long tiresome hours cutting these 
plates. I’m sure you will agree 
it was a job well done. Previously 
each subscriber’s address was 
written longhand or typewritten 
by Dave W4AZK and his willing 


XYL. A big thanks is in order 
for all these volunteers. 


LOSE SUMPIN’??? 


Many subscribers have asked 
why their copies arrive late and 
in some cases not at all. If you 
know of anyone who does not re- 
ceive their copy within a reason- 
able length of time have them 
‘check with their local Post Mas- 
ter. Remember first class mail- 
ing has precedence over all other 
types. This is a normal proce- 
dure, however we feel sure if 
they call at their Post Office 
everything possible will be done 
to speed up the handling. We 
have investigated the possibility 
of changing to a higher class of 
mailing, however, the postal au- 
thorities have advised that our 
present method is the best. 


To be successful, look for work 
after you have found a job! 


know? Florida Skip will give two free subscriptions to any- 


one who can name all these six and two meter enthusiasts. 


AUCTION 


The Broward Amateur Radio 
Club’s Second Annual Auction 
will be held February 15th at 
Kiwanis Scout Hall, 800 North- 
east 7th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale. 
Doors will open at 10 a. m. Space 
will be provided for your equip- 
ment so come early. Lunch will be 
at noon and the auction will begin 
at 1 p. m. 


IGY IN ECUADOR 


Cecil Bell K4IZS was in QSO 
with Jerry HC2AGI in Ecuador. 
Jerry is in Ecuador on the IGY 
project for the U. S. Government. 
Jerry passed along this informa- 
tion. He is on 10 meters usually 
around 29.l1mc and hopes to get 
on 6 meters in about 30 days and 
on 2 meters at a later date. Due 


ARRL ACTIVITIES CALEN 


February ist thru 16th Novice 
Round-Up. 

1st LO Party. 

5th CP Qualifying Run W6- 
OWP. 

7th thru 9th DX Competition 
(phone). 

18th CP Qualifyng Run W1- 
AW. 

21st thru 28rd DX Competition 
(cw). 

28th Get your Activity reports 
to SCM. 


to shortage of parts the 6 meter 
rig will have to be revamped to 
work on 2 meters so they will not 
be on 6 and 2 at the same time. 
All you 6 and 2 meter DX hounds 
turn your beams on Ecuador and 
see if you can raise Jerry who 
says he will QSL 100 percent. 
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Mail to: 


WORLD’S OLDEST NET 


We are very proud of our old- 
est net in Florida. In fact it is 
the oldest active net in the world. 
The Knights of the Kilocycles 
went on the air 28 years ago this 
past December. They have held 
1182 consecutive meetings on 
Sunday mornings at 7 a. m. on 
3910 ke. Post war meeting num- 
ber 612 ended with nominations 
for new officers. All officers 
serve a six month period. W4- 
AEP just turned in an active 6 
months as Master Oscillator and 
W4NGR did a fine job as Speech 
Amplifier. 


W4WS, Pat from Deland, who 
is still active on the net, was on 
during the very first meeting 28 
years ago. Pat is followed very 
closely by W4PT of Tampa. Tony 
W4JQ in West Palm Beach 
(where the temperature is always 
72 degrees) claims to have made 
more meetings than any other 
member. Tony, by the way, is 
still first on roll eall. 


A member must be _ present 
each Sunday or he will lose his 
place and must be dropped to the 
bottom of the roll call. To qual- 
ify as a member it is necessary 
to call in ten consecutives times. 


New officers are: Master Oscil- 
lator, W4PNA, Megs of Jackson- 
ville, Speech Amplifier, W4NGR, 
Case of beautiful Lake Mary. 
Case is back for his second term. 
Our heartiest congratulations to 
all of the new officers and out- 
going officers. 


Many interesting stories can be 
told about the Knights of the 
Kilocycles and Florida Skip 
would like to have them for pub- 
lication. This column will be open 
each month for anyone wishing 
to fill it with happenings of years 
gone by. 


UNBROKEN RECORD 


Mae Burke, W8CUL, of Mor- 
ton, Pa. and Sarasota, Fla. has 
made BPL (Brass Pounders 
League) for 102 successive 
months as of January 1, 1958. 
That’s 8% years without a miss. 

Only her first BPL was on 
originated deliveries, all the 
others were for 500 or more. 

Mae spent several weeks in 
Florida last year and we hope she 
can visit us again. She is very 
charming and a good sport. Her 
OM AL is W8VR. 


$2.50 PLEASE 


If you think we have it rough, 
listen to this. Recently VE2AZZ, 
VE8BOV and VE8DVV visited 
the Miami Springs Radio Club 
picnic on November 8th and they 
gave us the requirements for a 
Canadian Amateur License. They 
must pay $2.50 each year on 
March 31st. If you pass the test 
in February you still have to pay 
another $2.50 in March. Their 
maximum power input is 500 
watts. All licenses are good for 
only ONE year. They have two 
grades of amateur licenses. The 
first one allows the operator the 


use c. w. only except for 10, 6° 


and 2 meters. Everyone MUST 
operate c. w. for at least the first 
six months before taking the sec- 
ond exam which allows the oper- 
ator all phone or c. w. bands. 

When U. S. mobiles operate in 
Canada they must abide by 
Canadian regulations and fre- 
quencies, likewise when they 
operate in the United States they 
must abide by our regulations 
and frequencies. 


Their license is much larger 
than ours, measuring about 10 
inches wide and 16 inches long. 
Regulations and frequencies are 
listed on the back of each license. 


SKETCH ON ACE. 


One of the prime movers in 
the Orlando CD setup is Manson 
E. Hume. “Ace,” as he ealls 
himself on the air is the Assist- 
ant Net Manager of the Florida 
Midday Traffic Net. 


The 46-year-old holder of ham 
license K4AKQ is retired (don’t 
you wish you could retire at 46) 
aiter serving as a First Lieuten- 
ant in the Army’s Signal Corps. 

He became interested in ham- 
ming during his Army career 
and got his ticket almost four 
years ago. Although Ace works 
a lot of traffic on forty, he says 
his favorite bands are 10 and 15. 

He is also CD NCS on two 
meters using his Communicator 
as headquarters station. On the 


GATOR GOSSIP 
By AC 


As you know by this time, the 
old Florida “Gator Net” (GN) 
is back in operation Monday thru 
Saturday on 7105ke at 10 a. m. 
This net was set-up at the re- 
quest of many phone operators 
and a few of the slower c. w. 
boys and gals, who want to bring 
up their code speed. We also hope 
to train more Civil Defense MTA 
c. w. operators to man control 
centers throughout the State. 
During our last CD Alert, we 
lacked good ec. w. operators badly 
and must train more people to 
fill the bill. You all are urged to 
take part in the Gator Net, or 
our Florida Net which meets 
Monday thru Friday on 3675ke 
at 7 p. m. Howard, K4DSN up 
in Jacksonville is doing a swell 
job as Net Manager. 


Some of our NCS’s in the GN 
are, W4TAS, K4KDN, W4CAA 
and W4IYT. We need more sta- 
tions to help out as NCS. If you 


other bands, Ace runs a Viking 
11, and lists among his other 
gear an NC800, BC342, CAY-HF 
receiver, TDF, and a linear am- 
plifier with the Communicator. 


Ace cites his most exciting 
ham experience as his first nov- 
ice contact. He worked another 
Orlando station, W4BMY, who 
was a patient in the Orange 
Memorial Hospital. 


In addition to his other duties, 
Ace is FMTN NCS on Wednes- 
days, and fills the gap as neces- 
sary in that capacity. 

Ace is a proud grandpappy, 
too. He notes that he has one 
daughter and two grandchildren. 


Look for young Grandpa Ace 
on 7230 at noon with the Florida 
Midday Traffic Net. 


would like to take a crack at it, 
let one of the NCS’s listed above 
know, and we’ll be glad to help 
you get started, and standby in 
case you get in trouble. All NCS’s 
have agreed to keep their code 
speed down between 9 and 13 
WPM. All NCS’s are well exper- 
ienced and stand ready to help. 
We are sure sorry to report W4- 
BMY is no longer with the Net. 
Charlie is with RCA down range 
on the Missile project. Let’s hear 
from you Charlie. 

Florida Skip is printing up a 
good supply of “Special Net QN 
Signals” which will be FREE for 
the asking to anyone who wishes 
one. They are printed on a post- 
card size card and will be easy 
to post near the operating posi- 
tion. 

We realize this may not be a 
good hour for many of you (i0 
a. m.) to participate, but there 
are many who could take part. 
Let’s all get in some c.w. net 
practice and stay ready for any 
emergency that may pop up. 
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FT. MYERS RADIO CLUB 
Mike WYZGA, KN40OBD 


We were honored at our last 
meeting by John F. Porter, W4- 
KGJ, SCM for Eastern Florida 
John covered the following points 
very well. Operation of the Ama- 
teur, League activities, study of 
regulations, Civil Defense with 
complete set of pictures. Fre- 
quencies and Emergency opera- 
tion and a very interesting gen- 
eral discussion. 


The club plans on _ joining 
ARRL and Harry Fishel, W4CQZ, 
our President, is applying for af- 
filiation papers. 


Larry Jones, W4KPO, gave a 
report on property purchase for 
club and will advise further plans 
as they develop. 


Everyone in this area is wel- 
comed to attend our meetings 
which are held the 2nd Monday 
of each month at Red Cross - 
Crescent Building at 7:30 p. m. 
Our club is growing every meet- 
ing — come join us. 


INDIAN RIVER AMATEUR 
RADIO CLUB 
By Ding W4HCG 


We had some Christmas pres- 
ent for all the hams in Brevard 
County — a new Club House! 
The QTH is one block east on 
Highway AIA on Merritt Island. 
You can find us the first and 
third Sundays at 3 p.m. Come 
one, come all — activity and re- 
freshments. The newly elected of- 
ficers for 1958 are as follows: 
President, Thomas Dingman W4- 
HCG, Vice President, Raymond 
Forst K4PTK, Secretary, Bob 
Fair K4QBF, Treasurer, Graham 
Paye K4ZKK. 

RAG CHEWING — Heard Pop 
Green W4IIM went Maritime 
Mobile in the Indian River with 
no operator at any control. Tell 
us Pop, what happened? Take 
a look at K4AFC’s antenna farm. 
K4HOI is after DX. W4GED is 
getting a rig on six meters for 
C.D. K4ADB did a good job on 
mounting the C.D. generator on 
wheels. Ex-K4FDC operator Dan 
W4YQC recovering from an ope- 
ration. Hurry back to Florida 
Dan. 

Sporting new tickets are KN4- 
RVP Smitty and KN4RVQ Jan- 
der, also K4SZC now located in 
hospital for rehabilitation. His 
QTH: Butch Fair Jr., NY U-Belle- 
vue Medical Center, I of P.M.R., 
400 E. 34th St., New York 16, 
N. Y., until February. 

Don’t forget our local net on 
3825 Sundays at 12:15 p.m. 


DX-ing in FLORIDA 
Joe Rosko, K4CTU 


I would like to start the New 
Year by thanking all the fellows 
who sent in info and supported 
this column and I would like to 
have EVERYONE throughout 
Florida continue to do so. 


A few weeks ago I received 
a letter from Tom Moss, W4H YW 
the W4/K4 QSL Manager and 
he states that presently his files 
are overloaded with unclaimed 
QSL cards. Let’s give Tom a hand 
by sending him a number 10, self 
addressed envelope if you haven’t 
done so in the past. You might 
as well send in several at once 
and save yourself some trouble. 


Another item of interest re- 
ceived was a copy of the OVARA 
DX bulletin. This is a bulletin 
printed weekly with loads of 
latest DX dope. More info and 
a sample copy may be obtained 
from Don Chesser, W4KVX, Bur- 
lington, Ky., the editor. 


The following is a breakdown 
of DX worked by a few of the 
Miami DX’ers. How about some 
support from others around the 
state? We don’t want all Miami 
DX news and we can’t print it 
if YOU don’t send it in. 10 Me- 
ters: W4DWN snagged BVIUS, 
28,310, HLOKT 28400F, ZS8I 
28410F. K4AHW knocked over 
MP4KAC 28400F, SV¢WP 28200F 
and ZC4IP 28300F. 15 Meters: 
W4LVV hooked KA¢SC 214108. 
W4PBH worked VR2DA 21175F, 
KM6EVK 21390F. K4DRO took 
on OHIST¢ 21070C and FQ8AR 
on 21040C. K4CTU robbed FE8- 
AH 21060C, KR6AF 21410C, 
KC4USW 21425S, KA2RB 210- 
70C, UO5AA 21060C. 20 Meters: 
20 is still holding up with W4- 
LVV taking on HK@¢AI 14130F 
and K4CTU taking in UL7HB 
24010C, FB8ZZ 14020C, JT1AA 
14055C, CRI¢@AA 14050C ZS2MI 
14130, and PY7AN@ on 14065C. 
Breakdown: C is ¢c.w. F is phone 
and S is SSB. 


QTH listings:OQ5RD, Box 397, 
Bukavu. HK¢AI, Victor Abraham, 
San Andres Isla, Calumbia. 
UA@KDA to UA@¢1285, Box 88, 
Moscow, USSR. KA5VN, Box 111, 
San Fran. VSAG/ZD3 to ZD- 
8BFC. PJ5CA, Box 3946, Carcus, 
Venzuela. UA@KKB, to UAg¢- 
1¢52 via Moscow. 9GICO, Box 
3445, Accra. KH6CHS to KH6- 
CQW. KH6CQW, Dave Daser 
(ex-K4HGE Miami) 115 Kuullei 
Rd., Kailua, Hawaii. ZS2MI via 
ZS6BW. 


At present I am collecting 
DXCC standings and will have 
these listed next month. How 
about sending yours in today? 
73 and good DX. 


ELECTRONICS SWAP SHOP 


The South’s Largest Dealer in Used Ham Gear 


Receiving Equipment 


Hallierafters®S=40 By sere tc eee Pe 
Hallicratters?S=40 Bae ie eee eee 64.50 


HallicraftersaSi 76sec ree ee tee ee ee ete 129.00 
Hallicrattersask-oolikes news ee ee ee 119.00 
allicraltersis:\~9 9 eee ete x cceee area. od pene necs een dases 109.00 
Hammarlund HQ-100, like new ............0000....ce. 139.00 
Nationale G= 109s LiKem re Wie es ert accor ae 169.00 
NationalaoNG@=300.8 like snewaroe ee ee 319.00 
Elmac PMR 7 with 6, 12V power supply, like new .. 159.00 
BlmacwRiMR G6 Ager ie ieee ee ee, Pre mee ae 79.50 
Himare 2 Vareowers Supply mea a. eee ee 15.00 
Gonseteelri-Bbandm Convertete. see eee ee 24.00 
Gonsete6-10-1 5m Converter. 3 eee ee 29.50 
RME DB-22A Pre-Selector .....-..................... Lt emae 27.50 
Transmitting Equipment 
Harnveyaa clis#LBS-50 Cie. she ees $ 69.50 
Johnson Viking Ranger, Factory Wired .................... 239.00 
JONSON VikInomy alliance Kite: Ne Wace. eeeeeree eee 325.00 
Johnson Valiant, coax relay and low pass filter ........ 399.00 
WR Globes@hieia Models90m.. eee ee 49.50 
WRL Globe Scout, Model 65, like new .................... 69.50 
IBabcockae MiL=5 mee meee eee eee. ee na Pees see. 69.50 
BOUT AG Ker gs ye oi fe 2 Be oe ee see eee eae © Wen Bee 129.00 
imac sp Ae eee eee ace ee ee 69.50 
Gonset 6 Meter Communicator II-B Xmtr.-Revr. ........ 169.00 


Receivers and Transmitters carry a 90 day warranty. 


It is impossible for us to list everything we offer for 
sale. We have Test Equipment, Cabinets, Chassis, Tubes of 
all types, Components of all kinds, hardware to match, at 


PRICES YOU CAN’T BEAT ELSEWHERE 


If we are out of your desired item, let us put you on 
our “Want List’ CASH for your idle ham gear - or - will 
take your gear in TRADE. 


WANTED 


Commercial built Transmitters and Receivers .. . 
ART-13, ARC-1, ARC-3, BC-348, BC-342, BC-312, ARN-6, 
PE-103 Dynamotors. We need Test Equipment, VFO’s, Prop- 
Pitch Motors, Rotators, Antennas, Beams, Towers, Code 
Oscillators, Head Phones, Keys, Bugs, tubes and parts. Can 
use Tape Recorders, AM-FM Tuners, 3-Speed Record Changers, 
Andio Amoplifiers, Inter-Coms, Mobile Equipment, and Marine 
Transceivers. 


RUSS PATTERSON - W4CPG 


1733144 W. Hillsboro (U.S. 92) 
Tampa, 3, Florida 
Bus: REwood 6-0919 Res: WEbster 4-8816 


Florida Skip 


Andy Clark, W4IYT, Ass’t Editor 
41 Lenape Drive, Miami Springs 


Hank Hoffman, K4LQS, Pub. 
Naples, Florida 


YOU and the FCC 
By Clyde — W4SDR 


Due to the unprecedented 
growth of the amateur service 
and to a limited budget, FCC has 
placed considerable confidence in 
the more experienced amateurs 
by making them responsible for 
the licensing of our junior mem- 
bers. Thus the future of amateur 
radio in the USA has been put 
directly into the hands of the 
fraternity. 

It’s difficult to see a friend 
flunk the code test by only one 
letter or to know a buddy failed 
the written exam for lack of one 
little word you could have given 
him. 

But the standards are clearly 
set by FCC and if you depart 
from these, you jeopardize the 
future of amateur radio and you 
do the applicant a disservice. Re- 
examination by an FCC official 
is possible and if a complaint is 
involved, highly probable. Play 
it straight for the good of all of 
us. 


NATIONAL CALLING AND 
EMERGENCY FREQUENCIES 


Keep this list handy when you 
have urgent traffic going up 
north. Try to get in the habit to 
moniter these frequencies while 
working around the shack. CW 
3550, 7100, 14050, 21050 and 
28100. Phone 3875, 7250, 14225, 
21400, 29640, 50550 and 145350kc. 


PUSH-TO-TALK : 


Do you work traffic nets? Do 
you like to work DX? How about 
a snappy contest? If the answer 
is “yes” and you own a Viking II 
or AT-1, we have the answer. 
FLORIDA SKIP Ine. is offering 
FREE to its subscribers and 
possible subscribers a complete 
conversion bulletin Number 503 
put out by Potter & Brumfield 
Inc. It has pictures and dia- 
grams of just how to make the 
simple changes for push-to-talk. 
Just drop a card to: FLORIDA 
SKIP Ine., Box 501, - Miami 
Springs, Fla. for your free copy. 


SUPPRESSED CARRIER 


Florida Skip received word 
from W4CDA, Editor of the 
KPN/KYN Bulletin that on De- 
cember 22nd our old friend and 
fellow Kansan Merton T. Meade 
passed away in Kansas City. 
Mert has been a strong supporter 
of all traffic men all over the 
country. He helped your Acting 
Editor several times which will 
never be forgotten. He will be 
sorely missed by all. 


MARS 


By this time all MARS mem- 
bers (Army) have probably re- 
ceived their new Communications 
Manual SIG 439-2 from Wash- 
ington, D. C. This is their best 
yet! It covers the picture very 
well. After looking it over very 
carefully, there isn’t much room 
for improvement. The Pentagon 
boys are to be congratulated on 
an excellent job! 

The old Army Amateur Radio 
System (AARS) was first form- 
ed back in 1925 in Ft. Monmouth, 
N. J. It remained in operation 
until World War II. The Mili- 
tary Amateur Radio System was 
established November 26, 1948 
and was changed to the Military 
Affiliate Radio System in Sep- 
tember 1952 to describe more 
accurately the association of 
military and civilian members. 

The membership policy was 
changed November 26, 1950 per- 
mitting civilian amateurs to join 
the organization. November 26, 
1953 the age limit for member- 
ship was lowered from 21 to 16 
to permit the younger amateurs 
to get acquainted with military 
communications procedures prior 
to formal military service. 

Effective May 1, 1956, selected 
extension course of the Army 
Signal Corps School were made 
available to qualified Army 
MARS members to enable them 
to review and further their train- 
ing communications electronics. 

MARS members have efficient- 
ly contributed emergency ser- 
vices in practically all disaster 
stricken areas; have successfully 
provided channels of communi- 
cations for military and civilian 
defense training activities; and 
have contributed toward improve- 
ment of military and commercial 
communications facilities and 
equipment. 


A WORD TO THE WISE 
From W3GYP 


167 persons died here last year 
from gas. 11 inhaled it, 9 put a 
lighted match to it, 147 stepped 
on it. 


STOP, READ AND OBEY! 


Each month this column will be 
devoted to all radio amateurs. 
We will review parts of Part 12 
of the FCC Rules & Regulations 
governing the “amateur service.” 
All amateurs are urged to read 
this column carefully. We hope 
to cover all sections of Part 12 
throughout the coming year. All 
sections will be published as a 
direct quote, as authorized by the 
FCC, Washington 25, D. C. 


12.0 Basis and purpose. The 
rules and regulations in this part 
are designed to provide an ama- 
teur radio service having a fun- 
damental purpose as expressed 
in the following principles: 


(a) Recognition and enhance- 
ment of the value of the amateur 
service to the public as a volun- 
tary noncommercial communica- 
tion service, particularly with re- 
spect to providing emergency 
communications. 

(b) Continuation and extension 
of the amateur’s proven ability to 
contribute to the advancement of 
the radio art. 

(c) Encouragement and im- 
provement of the amateur radio 
service through rules which pro- 
vide for advancing skills in both 
the communication and technical 
phases of the art. 

(d) Expansion of the existing 
reservoir within the amateur 
radio service of trained opera- 
tors, technicians, and electronics 
experts. 

(e) Continuation and extension 
of the amateur’s unique ability 
to enhance international good 
will. 

To be continued next month 
with definitions. 


OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 637 


Official information from the 
Radio Society of Great Britain 
confirms that qualified amateurs 
in the counties of Northumber- 
land and Monmouthshire in Eng- 
land, Glamorgan in Wales, and 


. parts of the western highlands 


and islands of Scotland can now 
obtain temporary authorization 
for operation above 52.5 Mc. The 
m2ximvm usable frequency for 
transatlantic work is currently 
exceeding that figure almost 
daily. WS8HXT worked G4LX 
on 52.5 Me January 4. The Swiss 
IARU society USKA has an- 
nounced special authorization for 
use of 50 to 54 Me to qualified 
amateurs. European countries 
now permitting 50 Mc work thus 
include England, Ireland, Scot- 
land, Wales, Norway, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Portugal and the 
Azores AR. 


SEC’S CORNER 


Another successful year has 
just passed here in Florida. I’m 
sure all Emergency Coordinator’s 
and traffic men have noticed the 


increased activity this past year. 


The year 1958 will bring even 
more AREC/traffic participation. 
It will be up to all EC’s and 
Phone Activities Managers 
(PAM) to be leaders in their own 
areas. 

Let’s have a coordinated effort 
again by each amateur doing his 
part in organizing a local net, 
preferably on six and two meters, 
and by urging RACES activity. 

Plan to have at least one or 
two local net members act as 
liaison stations into one of our 
statewide nets. Many counties 
are already doing this much suc- 
cess. 

Listed below are the remainder 
of Eastern Florida Section ARRL 
Emergency Coordinators: 

Manatee, William Roy Breen, 
W4EDH, Rt. 1, Bradenton. Mar- 
ion, John O. Williams, K4ANJ, 
Rt. 4, Box 127, Ocala. Monroe, 
Charles B. Myers, W4NQW, 2011 
Staples Ave., Key West. Nassau, 


‘Samuel W. Saylor, W4SY, 10 So. 


3rd St., Fernandina. Okeechobee, 


Ulmer Ezell, W4PZT, P. O. Box © 


18, Okeechobee. 

Orange J. Lucien Wolcott, W4- 
NKD, 2013 Harrison St., Orlando. 
Osceola, Frank E. Woodall, W4- 
DDW, 214 E. Oak St., Kissimmee. 
Palm Beach, E. Willard Long- 
quist, Box 38A Rt. 4, Juno. Pasco, 
Harold B. Doten, W4KJ, P. O. 
Box 537, New Port Richey. 

All EC’s will soon receive their 
annual report forms. Fill out 
both copies, mail the original to 


A. R. R. L. and the copy to me. — 


This information is very import- 


ant therefore please return them 


as soon as possible. 


Andrew C. Clark, W41YT 
SEC, Eastern Florida, ARRL 


THE GADGET 
SHOPPE 


MEISSNER — SIGNAL 
SHIFTER 
GN-35 Hand Generators 
345v DC/100ma and 


6.3y/2\,a . Oe 5.00 
NEW 3” METERS 

0-100ma, round or 

Square (....3.0.. 2 6.00 
POWER SU PP ave 

1000v DC/250ma 

Complete in_ shock 

mounted case ...... 42a OU 
NAVY FL-8 AUDIO 

FILTERS ® 4.22 3.00 


VISIT OUR HAM 


SURPLUS STORE at 
2730 N.W. 7th St., Miami Fla. 


aaa 


DAYTONA BEACH AMATEUR 
RADIO ASSN. INC. 
By Clyde Mashburn—W4SDR 


Hi-Lites at the November 
meeting, guests were Jimmy 
Gingrich and Harold Utter, W4- 
BRP, K4ESI, W4FSS and K4JQI 
were voted membership. K4ESI 
was appointed custodian of the 
club station (K4PFN)_ equip- 
ment. W4GEI was _ appointed 
chairman of the VHF committee 
and gave a progress report on 2 
meter equipment planning. K4- 
DBG gave an interesting lecture 
and demonstration on SSB theory 
and technique, answering ques- 
tions on the subject. W4GEI 
and K4KRI won the door prizes. 
Veep W4SDR presided in absence 
of K4BV. 

K4AM is back in biz with new 
layout and can be heard daily on 
15. K4BN is on the sick list. 
W4BRP is operating fixed and 
mobile stations now. W4CNU and 
W4HNV were home Thanksgiv- 
ing and spent most the time put- 
ting all the family gear back in 
shape. K4ESI has taken to the 
air with a B&W5100 and is keep- 
ing his hand in traffic handling. 
Uncle Fred, W4FSS has his doub- 
lets back up, wonder if his XYL 
checked her clothes lines lately? 
K4JQI has one of the new Re- 
flected Power meters and sez its 
the answer to Matchbox tuning. 
Our heartiest congratulations to 
newlywed K4KPF. We hear he is 
making a ham out of thet new 
XYL already. W4NTV has a new 
DX100 on the air. KN40OTJ had 
to make like a fast type fireman 
when his SX-42 blazed up. Had a 
‘15 meter rag chew with Ray 
W3WEM and he plans to be 
down for February meeting. 
VE1GX won’t make it this year 
due to illness. Ed, K4PCF is 
operating /4 from KN4RNR/R- 
NS QTH this week. 

Houn Dawg Net turn out so 
far this year has been spotty. If 
you have any suggestions for im- 
proving the net or any ideas to 
make it more interesting, please 
pass. them along to W4TNR. 
Plans are under way to present 
net Certificates to regular mem- 
bers. HDN meets Sundays at 
1400 on 3825 ke. 


MIAMI SPRINGS RADIO 
CLUB NEWS 


By Boots Gorman K4KRB 


New Club officers were elected 
for 1958 at a recent meeting. 
Roland, K4CET President, Tom 
W4GMR, Vice Pres., Chuck K4- 
CEJ, Sect/Treas. 

Consideration is being given to 
entering a ham station (K40SQ 
club call) and other displays in 


mists Hobby Show. 
The Club is meeting on the air 


(29.0) on alternate Thursday 
nights at 1930. Would like to 
hear all members who can’t make 
it to our regular meetings. 
the forth-coming Springs Opti- 
Dave, K4AEE is a regular on 
Gator net at 1000 on 7105 and 
has been doing fine job activat- 
ing our Club station K40SQ at 
Town Hall, on the Dade Emer- 
gency Net. Bill and Yois, W4- 
ZXL and ZXK still doing great 
job as 2 meter NCS for DEN. 
W4LZL has recovered nicely from 
chest operation and back on 10 
phone. W4BQW, a Captain with 
DAL, is now on Radioteletype. 
K4CEJ has new quad for 10 and 
15. Yours truly is mobile with 
Elmac. John, W4HQW is getting 
away from c. w. and on A. M. 
after 25 years on c. w. Congratu- 
lations to outgoing club officers 
for FB job in 1957 and thanks to 
all the other members who help- 
ed make our club activities in 
1957 a success. 


NEW OFFICERS 


The Dade Radio Club Ine., P.O. 
Box 104, Miami (W4NVU) held 
its election of officers for the 
coming year with the following 
officers taking office in Decem- 
ber. W4HOB, Pres., KN4ONY, 
Vice Pres., W4WYR, Secty., and 
W4ZPO, Treas. They are mak- 
ing plans for a bigger and bet- 
ter field day and other activi- 
ties throughout the year and are 
looking for a new club room. 
Good luck from the Staff of 
Florida Skip. 


FATHER TO SON P-3 


K4KDN, Herb up Winter Have 
way talks to his son in Chicago 
every week, using W9WDN. This 
beats the Air Mail rates by far. 
Herb, wizard of the Dits and 
Dahs, is on most every night at 
1830 with a rag chew ahead of 
the Florida Net (FN). Not that 
HBP needs the practice, but W4- 
BJI, K4CCC, K4GOX and W4- 
IFZ have found it a bit educa- 
tional, to say the least. The fre- 
quency is approximately 3665 ke 
and you are invited to break in 
any time. Also check in on the 
FN Monday thru Friday at 1900 
on 3675 ke. Herb recommends 
break-in operation on CW if 
you’re going to get any fun out 
of it. All it requires is a sep- 
arate receiving antenna and a 
way to muting your receiver 
while you are sending. Try it 
some time — it’s fun! 


WINTER HAVEN AMATEUR 
RADIO ASSOCIATION 


By Art — K4GOX 


RF on WHEELS around Win- 
ter Haven is looking up! Jim, 
K4ELB, has been on for quite 
some time; W4CCC, Hank, is in 
the mood and will put his rig in 
the new car before long, he says 

. needs a push; K4GOX is 
transmitting on 20, 15 and 10 
meters but needs a hearing aid; 
Pop, W4EQN has his rig in the 
car and with a well trained octu- 
pus can no doubt get under the 
dash and repair some trouble 
there and get on. Outside the 
Club, K4KVR is building gear to 
get on ten and six, while Don, 
W4ZWA, is oscillating from 80 
to 6 meters and working on a 
converter for the latter. We un- 
derstand that is more than our 
good neighbors over in Lakeland 
has. More mobile news later. 
Listen to AREC Wednesdays. 


Program chairman Whitey, K4- 
OIG, has taken into serious con- 
sideration a proposal that we 
study a few FCC regulations at 
future meetings. Nate, W4AYV 
is publisher of the ‘Wireless 
Works Weekly” and doing a 
swell job too. He runs a Hobby 
Print Shop in Umatilla and 
prints some terrific QSL cards. 
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FORT MYERS AMATEUR 


RADIO CLUB 
Rejoice. . .! We got it. . .! We 
will show. . . We will do. . .! 


Jackson E. Reed offered a 
booth, size 5’ x 12’, to the Fort 
Myers Amateur Radio Club dur- 
ing the “Southwest Florida Fair” 
February 3-8, 1958. 

This is one wonderful oppor- 
tunity to demonstrate to the pub- 
lic just what is the importance 
of Amateur Radio to the Com- 
munity. Our Club can do it! 

A meeting. . . to co-ordinate 
and plan the activity during the 
Fair will be held at the home of 
W4KPO, Dr. Larry J. Jones, 1342 
Plumosa Drive, Fort Myers, Flor- 
ida. Home phone: Ed. 4-6381 8 
p. m., Monday, 20 January 1958. 

Harry L. Fishel 
W4CQZ 
President. 


There was a Chinese gentleman 
named Chan, as Robert Q. Lewis 
tells it, who owned a shop dealing: 
in oriental wood furniture. Into 
it came a strange character with 
the legs of a boy and the body of 
a bear, who grabbed a teakwood 
table and ran. Shouted the Chi- 
nese gentleman, “Stop, boy-foot 
bear with teak of Chan!” 


RADIO TUBES 


Our stock of Receiving, Transmitting, and Special 
Purpose Tubes is the largest in the South. 


SPECIAL THIS MONTH 


SO Tees eae weet ce $1.25 
AE Fe Fe pe ee ed ne ee 8.50 
D4] 5 res aorta Rh ec ae are 7.25 
dT. Whe ene aay ce 1:50 


51 63¢ eee a eee. $1.25 
6LGME—Us Ba. 75 
QO m= EU Vin Recta De tD 
250TL ..... Tn oe ee 14.75 


These tubes are new, guaranteed Government Surplus 
at Sensible Prices. 


Why wait for your tubes and pay shipping costs ? 


WE HAVE THEM IN STOCK 


U. N. ELECTRONICS, INC. 


3915 N.W. 25th Street 
Miami, 42, Florida 


Open Daily 9 to 5 
Saturday 9 to 1 


Member of 
Miami C. of C. 


Phone: 
NEwton 3-2591 
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THE OLD TIMERS CHAIR 


In the old Timers Chair this 
month is Gordon B. “Pop” Wood- 
ruff, Col., CS.C., 15 West Yale 
Ave., Orlando, Florida. Pop is 
known as the Robert E. Lee Jr. 
of Orlando and the beard was 
grown for Orlando’s 100th birth- 
day which was Oct. 5th. Pop 
says “I was first licensed in 1914 
in Brooklyn by the Department 
of Commerce as there was no 
FCC then. Took my code test 
which was fifteen words a min 
then and my verbal examination. 
Passed both and then filled out 
the necessary forms. My call 
was 2AKF—no W’s back in them 
days and I could have had my 
initials but didn’t know it until 
too late. 


When I came to Florida back 
in 1921, and took up Haming 
again some time later cause I 
talked my BL (beautiful lady) 
into marrying me before I got 
my ham license again. The FCC 
gave me the call W4GVC which 
I held until after WW Two and 
then reapplied for my old call 
AKF and done got it back. 


“My first transmitter was all 
home brewed. A Ford Spark coil 
with a spark gap made out of 
wire and two tencent pieces for 
the arc-gap, a telegraph key, a 
pile of glass plates and tin-foil 
for a condenser and two pieces 
of tin foil spaced a half an inch 
apart for the antenna coupler. 
The antenna was a four wire 
job, end fed and the wires spaced 
two feet apart and eighty feet 
long. We called it 200 meters. 


I then bought some gear. A 
Thoardason 1 KW transformer, 
Rotary spark gap, some Navy 
type condensers for both trans- 
mitting and receiving, tuneable 
for receiving, a rheostat to start 
and stop the rotary gap with. 


The receiving end was an Ar- 
nold Navy-type  loose-coupler, 
several variable condensers made 
by Marconi and of course ear- 
phone. Later I tapped an ear- 
phone on the end of a megaphone 
for a loud speaker. 


“The first time I worked my 
old rig we had a time keeping the 
juice from backing up into the 
open wiring house wiring. Cured 
this by grounding the neutral 
leg of the power line which was 
not done in those days. One of my 
first DX contacts was a ham in 
Philadelphia about 90 miles from 
Westfield where my station was. 
We used to adjust our tone back 
then by speeding up or slowing 
down the rotary gap. 


“Of course we had no ‘Q’ sig- 
nals so spelled out our name in 
spark and gave reports concern- 
ing signal breadth and_ tone. 
Tuned our signal by opening or 
closing the antenna coupler and 
adding or taking off some capac- 
ity. The main traffic we handled 
was from ship-to-shore as we 
were able to get vessels most of 
the time there and the operators 
wanted us to let their folks know 
they were OK and when they 
would be home. 


“My transmitter today is still 
a home-made job, cpen rack and 
panel job and no TVI at all. Just 
had to shield my grid-drive coils 
to the 807 doubler and reduce 
the grid drive on the pair of 814’s 
in the final. Have a VFO using 
an 807 for final and doubler driv- 
ing another 807 in which I again 
double for ten meters and this 
second stage drives a pair of 
814’s. I work ten meters mainly 
although do wade through the 
QRM on twenty some. 


Have a “Grandpa’s” license so 
do not work code any more but 
like to have old timers rag chews 
doing misshunairy work among 
thum Yankees and extend my 
sympcity to thum eritters thet 
have to live up thar in that bar- 
ren wasteland of Texas. Have a 
lot of pleasure in making phone 
patches with folks about the 
world and their families here in 
the City Beautiful. Have a BC221 
frequency meter which is a great 
help. My receiver is a National 
NC-183D and like it very well. 
Do not get to do much haming 
any more except Saturdays and 
Sundays but still enjoy it.” 


Open: FREE PARKING 
Daily: 8:30 - 5:30 


Sat.: 8:30 - 12:30 


61 N.E. 9th St. 
MIAMI 32, FLA. 
Phone FR 9-4512 


WRITE or CALL 
WILEY, W4WSJ 


RECONDITIONED USED GEAR, DEMOS., 90 DAY 
WARRANTY, TRADES TAKEN, EASY TERMS 


B & W 5100B - demo. never uSed ....................0cc00cec $449.00 
B & W L-1000A — demo. never used ..................... 395.00 
BABCOCK-PS-CA-12 v. mobile supply .................... 39.50 
BC-224—110 V-A:G "(eal hot) eee 49.50 
COLLINS: —"32V-3" (ike’ new) 722... 495.00 
EL MAC AP iG 7 iio cicccsntenctecus teaah te 109.00 
GONSET — Tri-Bander converter ....................0...:- 24.50 
HALLICRAFTERS-SR-500 (consists of SX-100, 

HT-31 and HT-30 in operating console (like 

new — cost’ ($15495.00) 4. eee 895.00 
HALLICRAFTERS - SX-101 (demo.) ...............0..00.... 325.00 
HALLICRAFTERS - HT-32 (demo:). 3.245. 595.00 
HALLICRAFTERS - HT-33 (demo.) ............-2............ 650.00 
HALLICRAFTERS «= SX-96 2.2332. 174.95 
HARVEY-WELLS R-9 receiver (demo.) ...........00.0..... 130.00 
HARVEY-WELLS VPS/R-9 mobile supply .............. 22.50 
HEATH = QF-1)-"Q@-Multi eee 9.95 
HEATH - AT-1 -"Novice -Xmtr9...- eee 24.95 
HEATH - AC-1)- Antennas tuner) (0435) eee 9.95 
JAMES -- C-1470-110 AC/12V supply ........0....55. 49.50 
JOHNSON - VALIANT dike new) —..:2..3 349.50 
JOHNSON - ADVENTURER - wired ......................... 495.0 
KNIGHT =" VEO eo cc ee 24.95 
PE-103" Dynamotor gece ee 29.50 
PROP-PITCH MOTORS: -' small types. ee 29.50 
PIERSON-HOLT - KE-93 mobile and fixed rec. 

complete all” supplies’ —... 2). ee 274.50 
RME-4300  receiver- (like néw) —.........22,..25. en 149.50 
RME-MC-55 mobile converter - 12 or 6 ........................ 39.50 

SPECIALS 

TUBES - GE 813’s (surplus but new) .................000... Sesto 
TUBES - 872-A’ (surplus) but new)..............e 1.00 
ARGONNE — MIKES, TRANSFORMERS, ete. .............. write 
CALRAD - DM-10 (slim dynamic mike with stand 

= Mm por’) 5. ee oot la eee eee 12.95 
MORROW - CM-1 - Conelrad Monitor ........00000000........ 34.95 
GOTHAM BEAMS — write for special prices 
MOSLEY - VPA-20-3 - 3 el.-20 Meter 0.0.0.0... 55.00 
MOSLEY = S103%-"3els-" 10) Meter’ 2). = 32.50 
GONSET - 15 Meter Bantam Beam ........................ 49.50 
GONSET - 10 Meter Bantam Beam ......................... 49.50 
MOTORALA - WET-30 — Mobile FM Xtmr. _ ..... 29.50 

(30-50 MC. w. Carter Dynamotor) 

DA Metres eee Oi ee Speciale. 4.95 

80.eMeterse: eee es Speciale]. 4.95 
PROP-PITCH MOTORS - small type ........0000...00......... 29.50 
WRL - Conelrad kits ..................... Specialise 18.95 


SOUTH MIAMI RADIO 
CLUB NEWS 


By Ernie K4KIC 


The Club held its’ annual 
Christmas party at Civil De- 
fense Control Center with about 
40 members and their families 
present. A beautiful tree was 
furnished and decorated by K4- 
KXX and his XYL Mary. Color 
Cartoons were shown by Morris, 
K4EKU. We found a _ perfect 
Santa in Bob Watson, W4DTV. 
Bob gave out the gifts to all the 
harmonics. 


Holidays now being over and 
everyone back to routine we held 
our first meeting January 3rd 
and the following officers elect- 
ed: President, Bud Frazier W4- 
RNV, Vive Pres. Bill Peden W4- 
ZCD, Bob Kelly Secy/Treas. W4- 
UWP. Wilson Newman is Club 
Engineer. The Club extends their 
congratulations to all outgoing 
and incoming officers, and con- 
tinued support for 1958. 


We have just learned that one 
of our members, Tom K4DRO 
received a Virginia Jamestown 
Festival Certificate for working 
25 Virginia hams, (radio hams) 
in 1957. He also was the first OM 
to receive a certificate for work- 
ing 10 Florida YL’s better known 
as “Floradoras.” 


We are very happy to wel- 
come Chuck W8PPP/4 and Ger- 
ald KN4TIG our latest members 
to the Club. Any one know the 
whereabouts of Dick K4KEG? 
Haven’t seen him at the meetings 
lately. Jim W4TFT has also been 
on the scarce list. Let’s get to- 
gether and bring these scarce 
ones back to life. 


Guess that’s it for this month. 
Every member is invited to con- 
tribute to this column so if you 
have anything of interest please 
contact the writer and let’s all 
hear about it. Visitors are always 
welcome at our meetings so come 
on out. That’s the first and third 
Friday, C. D. Control Center, 
5600 S. W. 87th Ave., at 8 p. m. 
C U There! 


HIALEAH RACES 


The Races are over for Club 
officers. They are as follows: 
Pres. Ivan Steinaur, W4ZYK; 
Vive Pres. Maurice Segall, W4- 
AYJ; Secy/Treas. William Cos- 
tello, K4PAE and Club Activities 
Manager, Al Ernst. The club 
meets the first and third Tues- 
day at 8 p. m. at the Florida 
Power and Light Building on 
Flamingo Way in Hialeah. The 
club has many projects planned 
and welcomes all new comers. 


YL CORNER 
FLORIDA YL NEWS 


Plans are now being made for 
our annual business meeting to 
be held at the Orlando Hamfest 
in April. Election of new officers 
and plans will be made for the 
coming year. We hope each and 
every one of our 44 members will 
plan to attend this meeting and 
meet all the girls in person. 
Exact date in later issue of Skip. 


Nominating committee  ap- 
pointed are as follows: W4KOH, 
Ernie, Chairman; W4LKM, An- 
nette; and K4LCD, Marge. We 
know they will do a fine job. 


W4WPD, Shirley has mailed 
out twenty-four certificates and 
many YL’s and OM’s are work- 
ing for it. Please QSL promptly 
and mention to all your contacts 
that you are a Floridora YL. 


We have two new members, 
W4UMI, Eleanor J. Brumbaugh, 
221 Coleus C. Orlando. Eleanor 
first licensed in 1952 and now 
Gen. Class. Works both fone and 
CW, mostly 40 meters with Globe 
Xmtter about 65 watts, Revr HS- 
20R and long wire antenna. She 
is Xtl controlled, hoping to get 
new VFO. Housewife and part 
time real estate saleman. Hob- 
bies: boating, fishing and sew- 
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ing. OM, Vern, is not a ham 
“vet.” 


K4KYC, Bernice Brown, (Ber- 


Mie) 9228" 22nd _ Ave: So. _ St: 
Petersburg. First licensed 1956, 
now technician. Active on Fla. 


West Coast 6 meter net, Xmtter 
runs 50 watts. Housewife. En- 
joys Orchid growing and Scottish 
terriers. OB, Brownie, K4JZY. 
Welcome to both our new mem- 
bers. 


OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 635 


The ARRL cross indexed direc- 
tory of over 500 nets registered 
up to November 18, 1957, is now 
ready for distribution. Nets are 
listed by name, by state in which 
operated and by frequency from 
low to high. Requests already 
on hand are being filled as rapid- 
ly as possible and need not be 
repeated. Automatic mailing is 
being made to net registrants, 
net control stations and certain 
League Officials. If you are not 
on this automatic mailing list 
and have not already requested 
a copy of the net directory, you 
are invited to do so, giving your 
name, call and complete address 
AR. 


LARGEST AND MOST COMPLETE ‘HAM’ STOCK IN THE SOUTH 


OFFICIAL AUTHORIZED FACTORY SERVICE STATION FOR COLLINS 


HIGHEST TRADES — 


Barker and Williamson 
Central Electronics 


| centrRaL ELECTRONICS 100-V 


Cesco 
Collins 75A-4 
Collins KWS-1 


COLLINS KWM-1 | 


Drake 
E-Z Way Towers 
Gonset — All Models 


| CONSET COMMUNICATOR III | 


61 N.E. 9th STREET 
MIAMI 32, FLORIDA 


Phone: FRanklin 9-4512 
Open: Daily 8:30-5:30 
Sat. til 12:30 


SOUTH’S LARGEST ELECTRONIC 


EASIEST TERMS — 


10% 


10 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


IN STOCK NOW 


GPR-90 


Ei SERB LELLOL DCP EI Ps BEAN BED ASAE OL EO LARNER OEIC 


HALLICRAFTERS HT-32 | 


Hammarlund 


| HAMMARLUND H@Q-110 | 


Harvey-Wells 


Hallicrafters — All Models 


| WALLIcRAFTERS SX-101-MARK_ III 


| HY-GAIN ANTENNAS - ALL MODELS | 


INDUSTRIAL DISTRIBUTORS 


Mosley 


| JOHNSON THUNDERBOLT 


Johnson — All Models 


DOWN, UP TO 24 MONTHS TO PAY 


MOSLEY TA-33 TRI-BANDER 


National — All Models 


| NATIONAL NC-300 | 


Radiart-CDR-Ham Rotor 


| RME-4350-A | 


Vibroplex — All Models 


WRL — All Models | 


CALL or WRITE 


WILEY (SENATOR W4WSJ 
PHIL (PETE) K4GCU 
MATT (MELBOURNE) 

FRANK (BOSS) W4ICE 


W4BRC 
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SIX METERS IN FLORIDA 
By W4RMU 


This is the beginning of a new 
column in the Florida Skip. A 
column devoted in part to creat- 
ing more interest in six meters 
and VHF in general. Florida is 
ideal for extended ground wave 
on VHF and we have not yet 
realized its fullest potentials, 
mainly because of lack of activity 
in this type of propagation. I 
am sure if more of us realized 
what could be done in this field 
there would be more stations 
equipped for this type of work. 
So brush up on your CW and 
let’s see what can be done. 


For the benefit of those not 
yet on six meters let me say that 
no other amateur band offers the 
variety of propagation as en- 
joyed on six. There are seven 
different types of propagation on 
this band and undoubtedly more 
will be discovered. There are 
some QSOs which can’t be ex- 
plained by any of these seven. 
Briefly these seven types are as 
follows: 


1. Tropospheric/ground wave 
propagation is self-explanatory. 
The two blend together and ac- 
counts for distances up to 300 
miles according to propagation 
experts. This is with 600 watts 
output and beam antennas. 


2. Sporadic E layer reflection, 
commonly known to ten meter 
hams as short skip. This is good 
for distances from 400 hundred 
miles to 1200 miles. May pop up 
any time and even one or two 
watts will get through in good 
conditions. 


3. F2 layer reflection, which is 
respansible for DX on ten meters 
and other HF bands. This is good 
for single hop transmissions from 
2500 to about 4000 miles. Multi- 
ple hop transmission on six is 
rare but not impossible. Low 
power will get out when condi- 
tions are right. I have a tape 
recording of an LA in Norway 
running 8 watts and a folded 
dipole antenna. Sigs were S7/- 
S8. This is due to the lesser de- 
gree of absorption in the daytime 
D layer than we find on lower 
frequencies. 


4. Meteor/ionospheric scatter, 
a type of propagation which is 
prevalent down to about the 14- 
MC band but because of other 
types of propagation predominat- 
ing on these frequencies is little 
noticed. On six meters this is 
often the only type of long dis- 
tance propagation available. This 


is good for distances from 500 
miles to 1500 miles. High power, 
high gain antennas and CW are 
a must, except during meteor 
showers and other unusual condi- 
tions. 


5. Aurora is a type of propa- 
gation that is not found on the 
HF bands. It is more or less sea- 
sonal and generally limited to 
the northern latitudes but I have 
had QSOs during four of these 
openings this year here in Flor- 
ida on six. 100 watts or more 
generally required with CW a 
must. 


6. Trans-equatoral scatter pe- 
culiar probably only to the 50MC 
band. This is a scattered, multi- 
path signal secross the equator 
about which little is known. Dis- 
tances up to six thousand miles 
and more are possible. Occurs 
most in spring and fall. 


7. Back-scatter, which is scat- 
tering of the signal back to the 
source from the F2 layer under 
certain conditions. If all stations 
point their beams at the portion 
of the F2 layer exhibiting this 
condition they can all communi- 
cate with each other. Several 
hundred watts power and CW are 
generally required but often high 
power fones can get through. 
Usually covers a wide area such 
as half the United States al- 
though I have heard and worked 
backscatter signals from the en- 
tire United States in one session. 
This type of propagation has 
been very prevalent this fall and 
winter. It undoubtedly exists on 
the HF bands also. 


Several new hams have entered 
the six meter scene here in 
Jacksonville and some of you 
will no doubt be working them. 
W4UPS a 2 meter man has fired 
up on six as well as K4RFP and 
W4FBL and W4RMU are on al- 
most every night as well as a 
good deal in the day time. W4- 
AYV, Umatilla, is still putting 
S9 fone signal into Jax, although 
he is now dividing his time be- 
tween Six meters and HI FI. 
W4TKE Gainesville, and K4IXG, 
Coca, were worked from Jax dur- 
ing the VHF SS contest. Wonder 
what has happened to K4ELB, 
Winter Haven, K4GOX, Bartow, 
and W4GJO, Sarasota. Haven’t 
heard a sig from them lately. 


Let’s hear from you six meter 
men throughout the state. Sug- 
gest that each club designate 
someone to forward six meter 
news and activity once a month 
to me. It should reach me by the 
12th. Address, W4RMU, P. O. 
Box 8, Oceanway, Fla. 73s and 
I’ll be seeing you next month if 
not before on Six. 


HOW COME? 


Everybody has been asking 
“When ya going to start adver- 
tising?”” Well the answer is 
NOW! 

After several months of plan- 
ning and careful study of our 
circulation potentialities, the 
Staff of FLORIDA SKIP decided 
to start with the January issue. 

It is possible, through these 
new advertising funds, for the 
Staff of FLORIDA SKIP to 
bring you the things you want 
in Florida’s most popular radio 
amateur publication. 

Our plan is to present plain 
and illustrative HAM advertising 
directed to- All Radio Amateurs 
of Florida.. This means our com- 
mercial advertising will be ‘of 
the ham’ and ‘for the ham’, 

Swabusel will remain the same, 
free to the ham who wants to 
buy, sell or swap. Our only re- 
quirement is the Subscribers call 
and home (or call-book) address. 


We want our readers to know 
our advertisers, as we know them 
—and thus reap a mutual benefit 
from our association. The suc- 
cess of this project depends on 


you, our readers. Please tell your » 


advertisers that you saw it in 
FLORIDA SKIP. 


FLORIDA NETS 


Anyone wishing a free copy of 
all Florida Nets, listing frequen- 
cies, times, net managers and all 
other details may have same by 
sending card to: FLORIDA 
SKIP, 41 Lenape Drive, Miami 
Springs, Fla. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


FLORIDA SKIP regrets to an- 
nounce the resignation of Dave 
Traer, W4AZK, Naples, our for- 
mer Editor in Chief. Dave, well 
known to the hams of Florida for 
his faithful pains-taking work in 
editing past editions of FLOR- 
IDA SKIP, has found it neces- 
sary t orelinquish this post, due 
to pressing business affairs. 


We are sure the gang will miss 
his call on our mast-head, but 
rest assured, Dave is still with 
us in spirit and we will hear 
from him as time permits. 

Andy Clark, W4IYT, our able 
Assistant Editor and _ original 
organizer of FLORIDA SKIP, 
has been persuaded to accept the 
post of Editor in Chief. 

This is a big job fellows and 
Andy already has been carrying 
a major load, but Andy is just 
the boy who can do it. He needs 
your help—correspondents. Let’s 
all pitch in and give him a hand! 

Signed, 

The Staff of Florida Skip, Inc. 


TWO METER SCATTERS 
By W4ZXK 


“Just ask and it shall be done,” 
or should we add for protection, 
“attempted.” When Bob Watson, 
W4DTV, Communication Mana- 
ger in charge of station K4TFS 
at the C. D. Hq. of Miami, re- 
quests help from the local oper- - 
ators he gets it. 


Those taking part in furnish- 
ing communication on 2 and 10 
meters at the Orange Bowl Na- 
tional Championship Sports Car 
Races held at Miami Master Field 
January 11 and 12 were as fol- 
lows: W4KGJ, HQW, ZCD, HVS, 
ZXL, CUR, DTV,-1Yt3eeee 
KN4SLF, OHH, SOX, K4RWX, 
GSN, SXO, QKI, AEE, PAB, 
KIC, CET, & PAE. Some of the 
fellows were around both Satur- 


‘day and Sunday to do their bit 


and also to enjoy the races. Mem- 
bers from all the clubs in the 
Miami area participated. 


A special note to W4DPD in 
Lake Wales, “We know you are 
there and quite a few stations 
are on the look out for your sig- 
nal.” Not all of the boys have 
beams but those who do are wait- 
ing for a contact. W4NVF, Roy 
thinks he may have heard your 
carrier but no modulation. W4- 
RWR, Charlie has been looking 
for you too so do not give up. 


Mobile activity consisting of 
ETQ, MAV, OWU, SOX, EWU, 
KGJ, SWT and ZXL go for help- 
ing to make local driving more 
enjoyable. If by chance you’d like 
a QSO with Aeronical mobile 
listen for KAMAV and W4RWR. 
W4HZG is a busy bee on six me- 
ters and working states all over 
even Montana, still he has time 
to pop in on two meters once in 
a while. 


It has been suggested by a 
few of the 2 meters stations that 
in order to avoid so much QRM 
on the net fq. of 145.260 that 
this fq. be used for nets and a 
contact frequency only and after 
contact is made move to another 
fq. for a QSO. By doing this it 
will enable many more stations 
to join in and hold other QSO’s 
at the same time. It has also been 
suggested that if desired pauses 
be taken between transmissions 
in case some DX station is on the 
frequency. 

If you have a stray ARC-4 or 
is interested so he can get on 2 
meters. 

Here’s hoping everyone has 
success in keeping warm... 
this weather just can’t go on for- 
ever. Don’t forget to mail me 

BOW U on 2, 

Lois Spencer, 
32 Flagler Dr., 
Miami Springs, Fla. 


WESTERN FLORIDA NEWS 
By W4RKH—SCM W. Fla. 


The following is a brief break- 
down of amateur activities in 
Western Florida. Watch your 
column each month and send in 
your news to me at the first of 
each month. Your SEC is W4- 
PQW lets sign up in the AREC. 


GKH has new NC-300. 5FWD 
has G-66 and G-77 installed in 
Edsel. OFP has same installed 
a new Caddie, yet, wtih remote 
switching ant. New Pensacola 
club officers are: RDC—pres.; 
GRO—V. Pres.; KBQ—Secty.; 
KOS—tTreas. Eglin AFB club 
officers are: MTZ—Pres.; KLT7- 
BSZ—V. Pres.; RKH—Secty.- 
Treas.; UXW—Act. Megr.; GEV 
—KEditor. BPJ was _ reelected 
Pres. of Ft. Walton club. 


CUC and QFP attended SSB 
meeting in Gulfport, Miss. Also 
on SSB in Ft. Walton are LRC 
with a 20A, OFP with a Pace- 
maker, and MXD. OFP has a 
Hy-Gain all-band vertical. 


Bud, 1BUD, of the Hq. Staff, 
spoke to a large group in Pan- 
ama City in December. GTL and 
5BJZ have departed for DX 
QTH’s in the Far East. CEW 
heads for DL4 land in March. 
SZH reports he, PHV, RIH, RZE, 
AIA, and CDU are active in the 
Marianna area. Most are con- 
nected with Graham Air Base. 

ACB reports from Tallahassee 
that he will be on 6 and 2 soon. 
The capital city has a FB CD 
net going on 80, 40, and 2. DKT 
is active on all bands. GQM is 
QRL repair work at the shop. 
UEU and BSR live next door to 
each other, and using Vikings. 
GAA is active on traffic nets. 

Six-meter activity still strong 

in P’cola. EQR and KIF made 
separate trips to La. with port- 
able rigs to give themselves, MS, 
AGM, and IVD a new state on 6. 
EQR now has 46 states. UUF, 
IVD, KIF and PIQ worked Swe- 
den on 6. QVY and RSE are 
mobile on 6. PIQ is the 6-meter 
reporter. 
JFL is active on 10 from Crest- 
view. CEF, Panama City, is in 
the DX and SS contests with a 
new Valiant. Bart also handles 
tfe on 80 CW. PARC has pre- 
pared a new directory listing 
some 70 hams in the Pensacola 
area. EARS has done likewise, 
listing some 125 hams in the 
Eglin AFB area. This is a good 
project for clubs in other parts 
of the Section. Another good idea 
is a Ladies Auxiliary, which is 
going strong in Pensacola. 

Not many ARRL appointments 
have been made yet; I would like 
Other appointments are available, 
based on your activity—let me 


hear from you. Monthly reports 
should be mailed by the first of 
each month. Lets all support 
FLORIDA SKIP with your sub- 
scriptions. 


Congratulations are in order 
for our Southeastern Division 
ARRL Director James P. Born, 
W4ZD, who took over for another 
term which started January Ist, 
1958. Thomas M. Moss W4HYW, 
(W4 QSL Mgr.) won over Har- 
vey J. Bramlett Jr., W4PIM also 
cf Atlanta 1100 to 327 votes. W4- 
PIM is presently Net Manager of 
the Georgia Section Net (GSN), 
and is doing a great job. Good 
luck to you all! 


SUNLIGHT 


In 1955 scientists harnessed the 
sun—ultimate source of all power 
available to man—to supply elec- 
tricity. By making a solar bat- 
tery of disks of silicon, origin- 
ally obtained from ordinary sand, 
they produced the first success- 
ful device to convert the sun’s 
energy into substantial amounts 
of electricity. 


SWABUSEL 
NOTE: Florida Skip does not 
assume any responsibility for 
condition, price, etc. of any item 
listed in this column. 


This column is FREE to any Li- 
censed Radio Amateur. There is no 
limit to the number of items an 
individual may list. All listings are 
cancelled each month. If your list- 
ing is not moved, it will be neces- 
sary to relist the following month. 


For Sale. Viking Transmitter with 
tubes and wired. Brand new, never 
used $125. Super Six Gonset con- 
verter with noise limiter. Both in 
brand new, never used. Still in car- 
tons, $67.50. Sell or trade. What cha 
got? W4YAQ, 718 East 10th St, 
Ocala. 


Wanted: Surplus Navy 24 hour 
clock and small screen or cathode 
modulator, Wanted Checker game 
via the 10 meter wavelength in the 
evening. Have good system devised. 
Bill Costello, K4PAKE, 861 Hialeah 
Dr., Hialeah. Phone TU7-5390. 


For Sale. Leece Neville 6 volt Alter- 
nator System, complete with recti- 
fier and voltage regulator. Will fit 
Ford VS engine. Mounting bracket 
included. Excellent condition, $60 
FOB Miami. Herb Hernard W4JX4A, 
1641 S. W. 82nd Pl. Miami Phone 
NE5-2493. 


For Sale: UPS-X Link fixed station 


complete in rack cabinet with locks 
on front and back doors. It is xtal 


control with S807 final, modulator, 
fixed frequency receiver, power sup- 
ply and line amplifier, two meters, 


plate volts and 25V mill plate current 
meter. Ready to go on 29 Mc. Worth 
many many times more than $75. 
FOB Gainesville. B. M. McNamara 
W4EHAS, Box 21388 University Sta 
tion, Gainesville. 


Will swap 1950-2 door DeLuxe Chevy 
for any reasonable amateur radio 
transmitter. Harry Tanzer W1PG- 
Q/4, 1060 S. W. 18th Terr., Miami 
Phone MO6-4800, 


First $300. check I receive, I will 
ship express collect anywhere the 
following:  DxX-100, built by expert, 
NC-57, reconditioned and mike with 
stand, Keith M. Ryall K4J JY, RR No. 
1, Box 962, Melbourne, Fla. 


Wanted: Will pay top price for 
parakeet with T-9 signal that can 
Send = CO] D> Mrs iM, Lounges Lur- 
key c/o Florida SKIP, P. O. Box 501, 
Miami Springs. 


For Sale: Heath SG-8 Signal Gen. 
$17. Heath Signal Tracer T-3 $20. 
Both new and with instruction Man- 
uals. Floyd Walbert, W4BBO, 6095 
S. W. 20th St., Miami. 


For Sale:: Millen R9er with coils for 
10 and 20 meters, also manual. 
Really brings in the weak ones on 
10. $12.50. BC522 complete with orig- 
inal Power supply, cables, control 
box, mike with diagram. Complete 
2 meter station $75.00. 100-TH new 
tubes $3.5 each. Andy Clark W4IYT, 
41 Lenape Drive, Miami Springs, Fla. 
Phone TUS8-3874. 


Wanted: More news items, jokes 
(clean please), interesting on-the-air 
happenings, pictures (clearer and 
larger the better) or what have you. 
Mails toe.) “lorida. skip, Inc. “Ps O: 
30x 501, Miami Springs, Florida. 


For Sale: 8138’s $4.25, 304TL’s $3.95, 
4X500A’s $10. High voltabe conden- 
sers, transformers, chokes, inductors 
all bargain prices. W4NYF, 405 N. 
W. 30th Terr., Ft. Lauderdale Phone 
LU8-1340. 


For Sale: BC-221-T frequency meter 
with built in power supply and orig- 
inal calibration book, good condi- 
tion $50. Adelbert Kelley, K4E5U, 
2307 S. Clark Ave., Tampa. 


amateur 
started in 


Wanted: One or more 
friends. Desire to get 
amateur radio. Need a good friend 
to coach me along the right road. 
Will more than return your time and 
effort spent. Am 382, married, good 
position with Major Petroleum Re- 
fining Co, Studying radio and Elec- 
tronics with R. C. A. Jack Weston, 
805 N. E. 20th Drive, Ft. Lauderdale. 
Phone LO6-2601. 


For Sale: Signal Tracer, Hico, Fac- 


tory wired, with operating manual, 
like new. Cost $40.00 sell for $20. or 
will trade for what you have. K4- 
KRB 199 Pinecrest Dr., Miami 


Springs, TU7-6584, 


tanger, factory 


For Sale: ohnson 

wired with antenna relay. Excellent 
condition $175. Hammurland HQ- 
100 with clock $145. Three band an- 
tenna 20-15-10 38 element with rotor 
and cables and 30 foot pipe mast. 


Complete $100. Marvin Wildman k4- 
OEU, Pier 1, Haulover Park, Miami 
Beach 54. Phone W17-3525. 


For Sale: S4OB receiver excellent 
condition $60, RME all band MC-55 
Converter $40. 1625 tubes .25c each. 
Bud freq. calibrator $5. S2OR re- 
ceiver in excellent shape $35. Cen- 
tral Electronic Q Mult. New $18. Ed 
Vernier W4HTH, 6935—9th Ave., 
North, St. Petersburg, Fla. 


To Trade: Want 500 watt Globe 


King in good condition. Have to 
trade Viking I and VFO in good 
condition and will pay difference. 


is DW-TVTed. W4JQ, 627 
West Palm Beach. 


Viking 
Avenida Alegra, 


For Sale: 6 foot open steel rack $6 
Cash and carry. Eicor Dynamotor 12 
Volts input at 5.9 Amp and 440 volts 
at 200 mill output. New $12. 100 Watt 
commercial built c. w. rig as per last 
issue of Skip. $8.00. BC221-J, with 
power supply and calibration book 
$50. Andrew C. Clark Wé4IYT, 41 
Lenape Dr., Miami Springs. 


For Sale: Sylvania tube tester with 
TV adapter $15. Wire recorder and 
record player excellent condition $50. 
Small air blower, needs repair $3. 
Turner mike model 22D $12. Shure 
mike model 510C $10. BC875E trans- 
mitter like new $25. 2500 watt gas 
driven generator $150. Atwater Kent 
Number 55 BC receiver excellent 
condition $12. Ed Vernier, W4HTH, 
6935—9th Ave., North, St. Petersburg. 


For Sale: TBS-50-C, Harvey-Wells 
Bandmaster with homebrew 25 watt 
power supply. Price $60.00. John F. 
Porter W4KGJ, 6890 S. W. 5list St, 
Miami 55, Fla. 


HAM HEADQUARTERS 


Serving the Southeast, the Caribbean and Latin America 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR: Collins-National ¢ Hallicrafter 
Hammarlund e Barker & Williamson © Sonar @ E.F. Johnson 
Bud e GonseteR.M.E. ¢ Elmac ¢ Master Mobile e Telrex 
Mosley ¢ Peterson ¢ Amphenol ¢ Stancor ¢ Merit 


i 
R 


1809 N.E. 2nd AVE. © MIAMI 32, FLORIDA 


Catalogs on all our products are yours for the asking...and, when 
f you’re in town—drop in for a visit—you’re always most welcome! 


/ADIO & APPLIANCE CO. 


NEWS AND VIEWS 


Net control for month of Janu- 
ary is K4LCD, Marg. We are all 
getting good experience as N. C. 
on the Monday AM fone net. All 
doing a fine job. 


K4LPV, Irene, is substituting 
as Publicity Chairman for Janu- 
ary and February while W4UF, 
Dot, is apartment hunting in 
Gainesville and moving to 
Gainesville. The Floridoras profit 
by this move since Dot will be 
in Florida all year now. 


W4WPD, Shirley and OM are 
enjoying their new tri-band beam 
on 10, 15, and 20. Regular skeds 
with W4GXZ/2, Blanche, and OM 
in New Jersey and fone patches 
to Blanche’s mother. We just 
learned that Blanche, Wes and 
Diana will be moving from New 
Jersey to Maynard, Mass., Jan. 
18. We were hoping their next 
move would be back to Florida. 


K4IRZ, Janis, and OM enjoyed 
a nice visit in their home with 
K40OYB, Vivian and OM, Hal, 
for three days during the holi- 
days. Vivian is proud of their 
new increase in family, ask her 
about “Tina.” 

We have two new General 
Class YL’s. Congrats to K40EP, 
Eula and K40JD, Janice. We all 
know how much you will enjoy 
joining us on the Sunday Net and 
working fone. We will be looking 
for you both. 

So glad to hear W4HRC, Little 
Bo and Aileen K4RGR, on Sun- 
day AM get-to-gether. 

W4TDK, Naomi, is beginning 
her new code class for Novice 
YL’s in her home. Classes will 
be held twice a week. Naomi has 
run several classes and has many 
licenses to her credit, including 
most of the St. Petersburg YL’s. 
She works as a legal secretary, 
is active as assistant publisher of 
Spare Gap for Spares and Sec. 
of Sparcyls. A mighty busy gal. 

W4BIL, Fran, will soon be 
going Mobile with OM on all 
bands. Also been enjoying 10 
meter CW DX. Mostly Europe, 
but few new countries. 

K4EGF, Ellen, spent several 
weeks in Alabama during the 
holidays. 

W40WX, Jack, of Tennessee, 
spent the holidays with his par- 
ents at Coral Gables. K4HSC, 
Meg, is his mother. 

W4BWR, Ruth, has received 
her QSL card from KC4USN. 
Could it be that some of the other 
Floridora’s are a wee bit envi- 
ous ? 

Irene Conklin, K4LPV 
Bassville Park, R. R. 2 
Leesburg, Florida. 


KEY WEST HAM NEWS 
By Ernie, W4KOH 


There is a lot to report from 
our little island this month and 
not all good news. W4NQW, 
Chuck, has resigned as ARRL 
EC and W4ZUT Mike was 
recommended to replace him. 
Chuck is moving back to Pennsy]- 
vania. W4YFW will leave his 
family here but plans to be on 
the road for Westinghouse until 
work picks up again in Key 
West. 

The Key West Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc. enjoyed a Turkey din- 
ner served by W4KOH and Ann 
the XYL of W4GAH at the new 
shack of W4GAH, who is also 
the club secretary. W4BCZ and 
his program committee member 
W¢AKY/4 showed a movie on 
emergency coordination furnish- 
ed by courtesy of GE. Chuck W4- 
NQW said it gave him a few new 
ideas, and other clubs might 
show it to their advantage. (Rent 
free.) The reason for the finale 
remark is that the projector 
spring caused trouble and John 
Lenkerd had to hold his hand on 
it to keep the film on the track. 
KN4PLS fixed the projector for 
Doc after the meeting. The film 
was not pre-viewed so as not to 
spoil it for the pre-viewing mem- 
ber, but we won’t make that mis- 
take again (or will we?). 

W4SPR, a new member of the 
club, brought his YL and real 
pretty she is too. Rumor says 
wedding bells will ring. j 

K4GSI had a hurry trip to 
Cuba for a sad mission, Gloria’s 
brother passed on suddenly with 
a heart attack. 

K40OFG is out of our area for a 
few months with the Navy. Ber- 
nie will be missed as he is always 
helping hams with their prob- 
ARC at a dinner meeting at the 
La Concha Hotel, as follows: 
President, Sev Perez, K4GSI, 
Vice President, Lance K40OEX, 
Secretary-Treasurer, Doc K4- 
GAH. 
K4PCF the 


repainted club 


owned HQ128. K40QB/M is ac- | 


tive on 75 with his Buick station 
wagon. W40PZ is off the ships 
and trying his hand at the shore 
job of car salesman. 

W4EJD claims he now knows 
why the mobile won’t load to his 
new antenna. More on this when 
he proves up by working the local 
emergency net. 

W4KQQ has been off the air 
rebuilding to eliminate the Tenn. 
Valley Indians, but promises that 
we should hear him again before 
the month is over. 

It is rumored that K4KOH 
will have another YL in the club 
soon, the FCC willing to send 


OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 631 


Fifty Me DX enthusiasts are 
reminded that ARRL has on file 
a trophy to be awarded to the 
first amateur making WAC on 
50 Mec. The trophy, donated by 
the West Palm Beach Radio Club 
ten years ago, was first an- 
nounced in August 1947 QST. 
The standard WAC rules apply. 
At least two 50 Me men, K6GDI 
and W6BAZ, are known to have 
worked all continents on 6 meters 
and are now awaiting confirma- 
tions. Awarding of the trophy 
will be held up for a reasonable 
length of time, in order that po- 
tential winners may be able to 
obtain confirmation of their con- 
tacts. The trophy will then be 
awarded on the basis of the date 
of the contacts so confirmed. 


Chopeekokee, Fla. 
Dere sir: 
Got down to Chopeehokee PO 
last weak and shor nuff thar 
was my Sears Roebuck catelog. 
Boy hit shore was a big 1 two. 
Hits number was 1951 and hit 
must of had thet mani pages in 
hit. Shor was kindly of the sole 
who sent hit too me. My best 
87’s too em 
I eud hardly wate to git back 
to the shak and reed them thar 
nue radio pages. And glory bee 
only a few sliky pages in hole 
book. I am in need of new WDII 
toob but consarn it I caint find 
a 1 ani whar in this new fangled 
buk. Hits got sum purty pit- 
churs in hit two. 
I’m in truble agin. I be dad 
burned if I’m gonna reck an- 
other of my reel gud shiny lik- 
ker cans to buld me up a new 
rig with them thar new fancy 
numbered toobs. Lawd me, gud 
likker sellin fer 15 dolars a gal- 
lon and I ecaint afford to ruin 
another gud shiny can. Shore 
you can understand why. 
Now who kin hep me git another 
WDII? mabee sumone cud tell 
me if one of them thar new 211 
toobs will do without buildin up 
no circuit changes. Mabee they 
got thet WDII mixed up with 
a tipegraffy error and the RKII 
is what I want. Mabee I shud put 
a ad in thet thar Florida Skip 
and git one from the gold coast 
guys I bin heerin about. Will 
sumbudy plees hep me agin git 
thet toob cuz bizness is gittin 
gud agin and I caint do without 
1 of my new gallon cans. 

387’s 

Ezra Kowpoke 

Twistail 


the necessary ticket back. Her 
OM will be surprised if he comes 
home some day and sees her 
operating the key. 


NEW CALL LETTERS 


The FCC is running out of 
amateur call letters! By the end 
of 1957, it expects to exhaust its 
present supply of call letters with 
the single-letter W and K pre- 
fixes in the second and sixth call 
areas. A final decision as to 
what to do about this situation 
has not yet been made; how- 
ever, according to Miss Mary 
Jane Morris, Sec’y of FCC, new 
amateur stations and _ stationsc 
moving into critical areas will 
probably be assigned a two-letter 
prefix from the group WA-WZ. 
So don’t be surprised if you soon 
hear WA2’s and WA6’s. 

As of June 30, 7957, there were 
160,000 amateur stations and 
155,950 amateur operators au- 
thorized in the U. S. and its 
possessions. These figures do 
not include Novices. In the year 
ending June 30, the number of 
amateur licenses issued as a re- 
sult of examinations for new or 
higher class licenses were: 
EXTRA - 180; General - 1700; 
Conditional - 4000; Technician - 
6200; and Novice - 17,500. (Dec. 
Pop Electronics). 


HERE ’N THERE— 


W4BMY, Charlie departed 
Winter Park for Missile duty 
down range with RCA. W4GAL 
is a GAL (Dottie) in Jackson- 
ville with a smile in her voice. 
K4LLG, Poe from Tampa is on 6 
meters exclusively using a Com- 
municator operating mostly in 
the evenings. K40VM, Mike from 
Bunnell is the only amateur in 
Flagler County. 

FLOWERS: "Just _ finished 
reading November - December 
Florida Skip and enjoyed it very 
much! W4IE”... “Just a word 
to indicate just how much I’ve 
been enjoying the various articles 
in your FB paper, the Florida 
Skip. If more of these papers 
from various clube were of the 
quality of the Skip, the whole 
works would be more enjoyable. 
I am greatful to Art Billington 
W4UYH for my _ subscription. 
W¢#LNC, Kansas City, Kans”... 
“Hello Folks. Just want to let 
you know I enjoy reading the 
various items in Florida Skip. 
W4AKEA, Jacksonville” ... “You 
people are doing a grand job. We 
wouldn’t mind if you raised the 
price to $2.00. It’s worth it. K4- 
HXB, Eileen, Tampa? ieee 
(Thanks for kind words. Acting 
Editor—and remember “A _ step 
in the right direction is better 
than big footprints in a circle.’’) 


No Habit has any real hold on 
you other than the hold you hav 
on it. 


FLORIDA SKIP 


A Non-Profit Organization 


VOL. 1 — NO. 10 


The All Florida Radio Amateur’s Publication 


APRIL 


! ATTENTION ! 
ALL FLORIDA RADIO CLUBS 


Send in a complete roster of 
your club members, whether li- 
censed or not, and we will in 
return enter your club subscrip- 
tion for one year, addressed to 
the club station, or club secre- 
tary. Let us advise you how you 
may obtain extra copies for these 
new novice club members. 


Some clubs have already done 
this on their own initiative and 
we have sent sample copies to all 
non-subscriber members. We will 
continue to do this provided the 
results are as good as in the 
past. 

Some enterprising individuals 

(Continued on page 14) 


HAM RADIO SENDS AID 
TO ILL BOY 


The following story was clip- 
ped from the MIAMI HERALD. 
This is the kind of good publicity 
that does Amateur Radio a world 
of good. 

An ailing three-year-old boy on 
a Caribbean island got medical 
help from Miami recently — 
thanks to a local doctor who 
learned of his plight via short- 
wave radio. 

Medicine for the youngster 
was flown to St. Andres Island, 
off the coast of Columbia, after 
Dr. Eduardo Pena W4DVW heard 
an appeal for help on his “ham” 
radio set. 

(Continued on Page 8) 


Dear Gladys: 


I have a minute this afternoon, 
so I’ll dash off a letter to you. I 
was so surprised that you didn’t 
know Clyde is a “Ham”. I mean, 
we weren’t trying to hide it or 
anything. 

I just love being an XYL... 
isn’t that cute? That’s what they 
call their wives. Clyde calls my 
mother “Mrs. QRM” but I don’t 
know what that means, yet. 

We get along much better now 
that Clyde is a ham. We never 
argue like some couples do. Of 
course, we don’t talk much. You 
see, the only voices he really 
hears are at the other end of a 
long skip. I tried to speak with 
a little fading and distortion one 

(Continued on Page 8) 


This photo shows the inside view of the Dade County Civil Defense Communication Center. In 
the front of the RACES set-up (not shown in photo) are all the industrial circuits with sound 
(Six in all.) The gentlemen are Bob Watson, W4DTYV, Electron- 
ics technician in charge of communication at CD control center and John F. Porter, WAKGJ, SCM 
of Eastern Florida — ARRL and Dade County CD RACES Radio Officer. The RACES set-up is 
now licensed to K4TFS Dade County Civil Defense Amateur Communication Society. 


proofing dividers between them. 


SKIP TO SPONSOR FIELD 
DAY TROPHY 


In order to create more inter- 
est in the Annual ARRL Field 
Day, which is always held the 
last weekend in June, the Staff 
of Florida Skip decided to spon- 
sor a FD trophy to the winner. 
The Trophy will be held for one 
year by the winning Club then 
passed along the following year 
to the next winner. FLORIDA 
SKIP will have it engraved each 
year to the winning Club, i. e.: 
“SINKY LAKE RADIO CLUB” 
K4POT — 1958. 


The Rules are very simple. 


1. All organized Radio 
Clubs in Florida are eligible. 


2. Club with highest score 
regardless of power or trans- 
mitter class is winner. 


3. All claimed scores must 
agree with scores as_ pub- 
lished in QST and a copy of 
TOTALS ONLY to be for- 
warded to Florida Skip, Box 
501, Miami Springs, Fla. on 
or before July 15, 1958. 


We hope to have the tro- 
phy on display at the Or- 
lando and Silver Springs 
Hamfests also a picture of 
it for the May issue of Skip. 


ORLANDO 


April 13 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


F. C. C. Ft. Lauderdale 
Gentlemen: 

Thank you for the publicity 
that you gave our requirement 
for engineers, engineering aides, 
and student trainees, due to my 
letter of last July 10th. We re- 
ceived a number of applications 
from interested readers of Flor- 
ida Skip. As many of our vacan- 
cies are in Florida, I like to see 
Florida people apply for them. 

Our student trainee program is 
progressing very nicely, however, 
due to our present students re- 
turning to school in June for the 
summer session, we will require 
several students at that time. 

Ma I compliment you on the 
fine job that you fellows are 
doing with Florida Skip. Every 
issue is better than the last. 


Yours very truly, 


Homer V. Thompson, W4CWV 
Engineer in Charge. 


BACHELOR — A man who 
never MRS. anyone. UPPER 
CRUST — A bunch of crumbs 
held together by a lot of dough. 
MIDDLE AGE — That period of 
life when you begin to feel on 
Saturday night the way you used 
to feel on Monday morning. 


Chopeehokee, Fla. 
Dere sir: 


Everythings nice and clean 
down hear now. Got my new 
Sears Roebuck catelog and a 
brand spankin new WD11. I can 
tell you I shore appreshiate thet 
tube.* Hits on the air now and 
shore doin a gud job. Didnt noe 
tother one was so low on output. 
Got a reel nice report from Lum 
and he sez thet signal most ruint 
his gallon can. Lum’s my next 
door naybor down there in the 
lower 40. 


Saw a ad tother day thet sed 
yew cud get a new fangled ree- 
cever whats got a name like our 
govner, Collins, I read and hit 
was on sale for only $5.95. 
Shecks, them people shud reed 
more in thet there Sears Roebuck 
cateelog cuz I didnt spend but 
ONE dolar and 95 sents fer my 
reecever—exceeptin thet two bit 
likker can and hit looks just as 
shiny as thet $5.95 Collins. 

Howsomever I still got trubles 


SEC’S CORNER 


My thanks to all ARRL 
Emergency Coordinators for 
mailing me your annual EC re- 
ports. The response has _ been 
good. There are still many who 
have not sent theirs in. I urge 
you strongly to do so soon as 
possible, as time is quickly run- 
ning out. ARRL must have these 
reports. It means a great deal to 
amateur radio in general as all 
figures are totalled and published 
an annual report which goes to 
FCC. So, the more AREC mem- 
bers we have signed up, the lar- 
ger the figure and of course the 
better it looks to the FCC. 

Here are a few break-downs 
starting with the highest mem- 
bership counties: Dade 232, Polk 
59, Orange 50, Broward and 
South Pinellas are tied at 42 and 
Palm Beach 32. 19 reports 
received out of a possible 39 
counties with 7 counties still 
without an EC. 

The following counties are still 
badly in need of an EC: Baker, 
Bradford, Citrus, De Soto, Har- 


here. Not countin the buls I got 
on my ranch i Got sumwher- 
abouts several hunert heffers. 
Theys all tame and what I dont 
noe what to do iswhen them hef- 
fers git little horns on em they 
want to rub agin sumpin. Bein 
father like I let one of em rub 
me in the reer of the pants and 
what you noe, thet horn found a 
small rip and thet heffer done 
went and shor nuff ripped me up. 
Now I gotta git sum critter with 
sowin thread to zip me up. Kin 
anybudy help? 

37’s 

Ezra Kowpoke Twistail 
*Thet there Florida Skip ad shore 
did git 2 wu dee 11’s. Why dont 
u try em. 


A. R. R. L. CALENDAR 


May 1: CP Qualifying Run — 
W60WP 

May 23: CP Qualifying Run — 
W1iAW 

June 4: CP Qualifying Run — 
W60WP 

June 14-15: V. H. F. QSO party 

June 23: CP Qualifying Run — 
WiAW 

June 
wow!!! 


28-29: FIELD DAY. 


dee, Martin and Union. If we can 
cover these counties that means 
100 per cent for the Eastern 
Florida Section. Do we hear any 
offers in any of these counties? 
Please drop me a card. Listed 
below more E. C. in Eastern 
Florida Section: 


Sarasota, Kenneth C. Siegel, 
W4LMT, 1656 Catalonia Lane, 
Sarasota. Seminole, Marion L. 
Raborn Jr. W4TRT, 2104 Cor- 
dova Dr., Sanford, Fla. Sumter, 
William B. Harrison Jr. W4BZI, 
PO. Box 386, Wildwood, Fla., 
Suwannee, Harold L. Gilmore, 
W4WRT/K4CYO, 820 Suwannee 
St., Live Oak, Fla., Volusia East) 
Fred W. DeMotte W4RWM, 4008 
S. Atlantic Ave., Daytona Beach, 
Fla., and Volusia (West) Mont L. 
Patterson W4WS, 738 San Souci, 
Deland, Fla. 


73 
Andrew C. Clark W41YT 
SEC Eastern Fla. 


A college youth may get his 
BA and his MA, but his PA still 
supports him. How about you 
supporting our advertisers? 


American technological back- 
wardness is getting pretty obvi- 
ous. We haven’t produced a new 
tooth paste in weeks. (Smile 
darn ya!) 


HAM HEADQUARTERS 


Phone FRanklyn 9-4794 
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FLORIDA YL CORNER NEWS 
By Dot—W4UF 


Fran, W4BIL, the _ retiring 
President of the Florida YUL’s, 
wishes to thank all of the Staff 
of the Florida Skip, as well as the 
members of the Floridora YL’s, 
for their fine cooperation and 
help during her term of office 
this past year. (Ed. note: Fran 
has done a difficult job splen- 
didly, and has gotten the group 
off to a most successful and fly- 
ing start. Congratulation.) 

Ruth, W4BWR, has been re- 
appointed by Bubber Born, W4ZD 
as assistant director of the south- 
eastern section of the ARRL for 
the coming year. 

So far as is known, only two 
Floridora YL’s participated in 
the YL-OM Phone Contest of 
March 1st and 2nd. Fran, W4BIL, 
contacted 281 stations in 43 sec- 
tions for a total score, with mul- 
tiplier, of 15,104; and Ernie, W4- 
KOM, worked 190 stations in 
382 sections for a total score, with 
multiplier, of 7,600. Good going, 
gals, and during the next contest 
let’s have lots more members 
taking part. 

‘Lucy, K4RED, is acting net 
control Monday mornings for the 
Floridora YL’s during the month 
of March. Meg, K4HCS, did a 
nice job as acting net control 
during February. An informal 
CW net for the novice members 
of the group, and anyone else 
who wishes to get in a little CW 
practice and contact some new 
gals, is held each Friday at 1:30 
p. m. on 7155 Ke. Everyone is 
invited to join. 

The annual hamfest will be 
held on April 13th at Sanlando 
Springs, near Orlando. This is a 
beautiful place with lovely 
grounds, a fine swimming pool, 
bathhouse, and even a juke box 
for the teen-agers. $3.50 a per- 
son covers admission to the park, 
dinner, and a ticket for the prizes 
which are being offered. The big 
prizes are an HT32, an SX101, 
and a Globe Scout 680, as well as 
25 lesser prizes, and there will be 
a special door prize for the Flori- 
dora YL’s meeting. So come one, 
come all! 

Headquarters for the hamfest 
will again be at the Wigwam 
Village, as it was last year. Spec- 
ial motel rates have been offered 
of $5.00 for two people, or $8.00 
for four people. Reservations 
should be made early, and they 
as well as tickets to Sanlando 
Springs, may be obtained by send- 
ing payment for the tickets to 
the Orlando Radio Club, P. O. 
Box 2067, Orlando, Fla. A special 
First Anniversary YL party will 
be held for all Floridora members 


QRRR 


QRRR is the “official ARRL 
land SOS.” It is a distress call 
for emergency use only, to be 
used only by a station definitely 
asking assistance! 


Operators OUTSIDE emergen- 
cy zones, deprived of power in 
major floods and other disasters, 
have in the past failed to appre- 
ciate adequately the problem of 
battery and low-powered stations 
trying to clear traffic and estab- 
lish contact to “outside” points. 
It is ALL WRONG for operators 
having picked up an inquiry mes- 
sage addressed to a point in a 
devastated area to work them- 
selves up to the point of sending 
“CQ flood area” or sometimes 
even “QRRR”. Listening and co- 
operating by keeping quiet are 
practically always best for “out- 
side stations” until they are 
called for. 


and licensed YL’s on Saturday 
night. Plans are now being made 
for it by tthe Orlando YL’s with 
W4ZVW, Ellie, as chairman. We 
hope everyone will make plans 
to be there for it. 

The Floridora YL’s have an- 
other new member, KN4SMU, 
Norma R. Schaefer of 1334% 
18th St., Orlando, Fla. Norma is 
the daughter of KN4SOL, Gladys, 
of Avon Park, Fla. She has been 
licensed since 1957 and works 
CW on 40M at 7162 ke, and 2M 
fone on the CD net. Her OM is 
Bud, W4QCE. Welcome to you, 
Norma, and we hope to meet you 
on 40M soon. 


Dot, W4UF, had a very nice 
write-up as an old-timer YL, in 
the, March issue of CQ Magazine. 


Fran, K4PPX, is now a techni- 
cian, but is still able to use her 
novice call also since it has not 
run out. She entered the Novice 
Roundup contest held from Feb. 
1-16 and made 183 contacts in 
53 sections with a total score of 
9,699 points and 386 hours 54 min- 
utes of operating time. Good go- 
ing, Fran, and luck on getting 
your general class ticket soon. 


A letter from W6GQZ, Iva, has 
been received with a copy of their 
Camellia Capital Chirps, a maga- 
zine that lists their 23 members 
and rules for securing a Chirp- 
certificate. One must QSO ten 
members, on any band, CW or 
fone, and QSL’s should be sent to 
W6GQZ. For the list of members, 
contact Fran, W4BIL. Fran also 
has a list of the members of the 
Penn-Jersey YL’s. Ten contacts 
must have been made after June 
8, 1956 for their certificate, and 
thelist Woftma 0m QSO0’s Vsent: to 
W38GTC. 


NOTES ON TRAFFIC 
HANDLING 


By Mack Britton W4DVR 


After 34 years of pounding 
brass and hollering into a mike, 
I never grow tired of handling 
traffic. One of the most distaste- 
ful things in this connection is 
a message originating locally 
(State) with “Check XX’, no 
filing time, and the end of the 
text followed by xray! 

A little study of methods of 
handling traffiic will clearly in- 


dicate that the check count 
should be included, the filing 
time should be included, and 


there is no xray or period at the 
end of the text. Remember too 
that xrays in the text count as 
a word. 

Another freightening thing is 
to get one of those messages that 
should have been sent by letter— 
rarely is there any need for more 
than 25 words. In many instances 
a large part of the text could be 
condensed by using the ARRL 
code which all amateurs have, or 
should have. Check the back 
page of your ARRL log. 

I take exception to the article 
(who was it?) about SSB being 
the ideal method of passing traf- 
fic. Get wise fella, give me a 
good c. w. op on the other end, 
and I will draw rings around you. 
So will many other hams in the 
State, to mention a few W4FPC, 
W4LDM, W40ZC, W4LAP, W4- 
IYT and others. Don’t get the 
idea that SSB will ever replace 
ec. w. The trouble with most of 
the SSB boys is, they like to get 


Florida Skip Page 3 


MESSAGE FROM 
ELECTRONIC SUPPLY 


Electronic Supply takes this 
opportunity to thank their many 
Ham Friends and Customers for 
their wholehearted response to 
their recent sales efforts through 
FLORIDA SKIP. Mr. Gantz says 
“We owe our tremendous growth 
and success to the Florida Boys.” 

Because of the many requests, 
Electronic Suppll will remain 
open evenings, on Monday until 
9 p. m. and Saturday until 5 p. m. 
beginning April 7th. Frank says 
“We are here to serve you. Our 
store at 909 Morningside Drive, 
Melbourne, under the capable di- 
rection of Matty Williams W4- 
BRC, is open on Friday evenings 
until 9 p. m.” “— and once again, 
Thanks! and good luck!” From 
W4ICE. 


on a phone traffic frequency and 
blat their brains out. I, or any 
other good op (Boquet) can take 
a KW ec. w. rig and chase you off 
the net frequency any time. 

Another pointer on _ traffic 
handling — when you place a 
MARS message on the ham band, 
drop the call of the originating 
station. Use your own number 
and call, then ck, Guam via 
MARS ete. Don’t ever handle 
MARS traffic in official form on 
the ham bands. You are in for a 
fall if you do. 

The best thing to remember 
in handling is use common sense 
and follow the rules. 


USE YOUR 


‘’ Junk-—Box’”’ 


Did you 


know that the average Amateur's junkbox 


provides 


the bulk of components needed to build ROBOTS and COMPUTERS? 


Beginning with the March-April issue of RADIO WORKBENCH 
magazine there will be an entire section devoted to ROBOTS, COM- 


PUTERS, AUTOMATION, etc. 


fascinating and entertaining as a 


This field of electronics is not only 


hobby but also offers 


excellent 


positions to those who are interested in an electronics career. 


RADIO WORKBENCH is devoted entirely to electronics and 
in addition to the above topics also contains material for the Builder. 
Experimenter, SWL and Novice Ham. If RW is not available at your 
local newstand, send 25c for a sample copy. Yearly subscription is 


only $1.35. 


SMITH ELECTRONICS 


P. O.-Box 907 — 


Dept. 5 — 


Carlsbad, N.M. 
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FROM THE ORLANDO 
HAMFEST COMMITTEE 


Greetings from Orlando fel- 
lows: Well are we going to have 
that “EYE-BALL”? Sometimes 
they turn out mighty surprising 
you know. 

This year in addition to the 
pleasure or shock of those “EYE- 
BALLS,” we feel that the possi- 
bility of your carting home an 
HT 32, an SX 101, or even the 
Globe Scout 680, should flush 
you guys out of the woodwork 
long enough to get you to attend 
our TRADITIONAL SUNDAY 
AFTER EASTER event. Gosh 
April the 13th might prove lucky 
for you. 

In the past most of you Good 
Buddies have drug the “SW” to 
these affairs. This year we have 
given the event a Face Lifting in 
the hopes that she will PUSH 
you guys all the way to SAN- 
LANDO SPRINGS. First of all 
the major door prize will be a 17” 
Portable TV Set, then there will 
be a special drawing for the 
ladies. In addition to that, God 
Bless their little hearts, we are 
going to have a special drawing 
for those very special gals, our 
own, our very own, FLORA- 
DORAS. We are especially proud 
that they have selected our Ham- 
fest for their Annual Meeting, 
and we want them to know just 
how welcome they are. We are 
preparing a Special Meeting 
place for them for their Saturday 
night get to-gether. Say why 
don’s you guys quit calling them 
X-YL’s? That little “X” business 
can at times light fuses you 
know. 

No Kidding! We selected 
SANLANDO SPRINGS this year 
for our event, so that the SW or 
SYT (SWEET YOUNG THING), 
could show herself off to her 
best advantage amidst those 
beautiful blooms in the SPRINGS 
gorgeous gardens. There’ll be a 
life guard in attendance at the 
pool so she won’t have to worry 
about the Harmonics. We want 
this years HAMFEST to be a 
real FAMILY AFFAIR. 


This year to assure each and 
every one of you who desire the 
barbecue of getting the full din- 
ner, instead of what’s left, we 
have arranged with a professional 
caterer to supply the complete 
meal. This will therefore make 
it imperative that you DETACH 
the perforated stub marked 
“FOOD ORDER” and mail not 
later than APRIL 7th to Les 
Payne, *W4LP 7 P..0; Box *é6T, 
Maitland, Florida. Send a stub 
and $1.50 for each member of 


ARRL OB 645 


With Operation Alert coming 
up May 6 and 7, Field Day in 
June and summer mobiling in 
prospect, now is the time to get 
signed up with your local AREC 
unit for emergency preparedness. 
Get AREC registration Forms 
Seven from your local Emer- 
gency Coordinator, your Section 
Emergency Coordinator or Sec- 
tion Communications Manager. 
After filling them out, give to 
your local Emergency Coordina- 
tor. If in doubt as to identity of 
your EC or SEC send the forms 
to your SCM whose address ap- 
pears on pake 6 of QST. Every 
amateur should be signed up in 
the AREC. 


This year there’ll be available 
a portable water-cooler air con- 
ditioner that can be used either 
home or mobile. (Just plug in to 
the dash-board lighter.) 


your group that you want us to 
be prepared to feed. Some of you 
may prefer a wider selection 
than the Barbecue Chicken Din- 
ner. In that event, there is a 
small restaurant in the park, and 
of course there are Picnic Facili- 
ties for those of you who might 
prefer their own FIXINS. The 
perforated stub marked, 
“ADMISSION TO SANLANDO 
SPRINGS” $1.00 is an item that 
you will pay for here at the gate. 
It is to cover the Park charges 
for their facilities. Children un- 
der twelve, may be admitted for 
as little as .35 cents. 

We strongly urge you to fill 
out those perforated stubs mark- 
ed “REGISTRATION,” and mail 
as soon as you get your tickets 
in your pink little paddies. Don’t 
forget to attach one buck for 
each of them. They’re to be 
mailed to Les Payne W4LP too. 

Oh, by the way, if you plan to 
prepare your own food, or go for 
the restaurant’s bill of fare, just 
DISREGARD the perforated stub 
on the tickets marked, “FOOD 
ORDER.” This year we’re only 
shaking you for what you plan 
to use. FOR THE MOBILES:— 
3945ke, 29.520 me., and 145.2 we. 
will be monitored Saturday and 
Sunday to give you a Ground 
Control Approach. 

BRING YOUR SURPLUS 
GEAR FOR THE AUCTION. 
THERE WILL ALSO BE A 
SWAP TABLE, just in case you 
win something that you already 
have. 

Ticket distribution is being 
made through the various Radio 
Clubs and Local Electronic Deal- 
ers and Distributors. Tickets can 
also be obtained there or write 
W4LP for them. 


NEW ROUTE MANAGER 
APPOINTED 


Effective March 1, 1958 Major 
Albert L. Hamel, K4SJH, 1300 
N. E. 42nd St., Pompano Beach, 
Florida, was appointed Route 
Manager for the Eastern Flor- 
ida Section of ARRL by John F. 
Porter, W4KGL, Section Com- 
munications Manager. 

Major Hamel (retired) better 
known as “Ham” came to Flor- 
ida from the frozen Northland, 
and plans to catch up on taking 
life easy and getting in many 
hours of hamming. 

Ham is replacing Mr. Howard 
Kelly, K4DSN of Jacksonville 
who has done an excellent job 
filling-in as “Acting RM” these 
past few months. Howie is still 
net manager of the Florida Net 
on 38675ke which meets Monday 
through Saturday at 7 p. m. 

Ham is Net Manager of Flor- 
ida’s old Gator Net on 7105ke 
each Monday through Saturday 
at 10 a. m. See Ham’s column 
listed as “Gator Gossip” else- 
where in this issue. Also see 
Ham’s thumb-nail sketch by 
K4COO. 

For info the following is quot- 
ed from “Operating an Amateur 
Radio Station” published by 
ARRL: “It shall be the duty of 
each RM to organize and promote 
a section c. w. traffic net or nets, 
keep posted on traffic outlets 
maintained by section amateurs, 
provide liaison stations to phone 
or radioteletype groups as well 
as liaison for National Traffic 
System representation. He shall 
recommend and test applicants 
for appointments as ORS, as 
directed by the SCM, as well as 
report general traffic organiza- 
tion progress monthly to the 
SCM.” 

Congratulations Ham, we know 
you can do it and we are all 
pulling for you! 


SURPRESSED CARRIERS 


Florida lost an outstanding 
amateur in the passing of W4- 
WEO, Joe Price of Jacksonville, 
Fla. Joe passed away March 1st 
of a heart attack. 


Joe has always been a good 
worker for amateur radio. He 
was serving as State Civil De- 
fense Radio Officer and doing a 
great job. He just finished a term 
of President for the Jacksonville 
Amateur Radio Society. Joe was 
a strong supporter of our state 
traffic nets and NTS. For almost 
two years he never missed a 
night on the Florida CW net. He 
was always friendly and had a big 
grin. His mark was well made 
and will remain with us for many 
years to come. 


BOUNCE BACK 

Of all the little ’shorties” that 
have appeared in SKIP the fol- 
lowing one seems to have travel- 
led further than any of the rest, 
according to the exchange papers 
we receive. This one bounced 
back from the “Ham Trader” a 
fine publication out in California. 
It must be worth repeating, ho 
here we go again... 

“Dear Finders-Keepers: Thanks 
for past favors, I have a problem 
that I hope you can help me with. 
I have two brothers. One brother 
is a Ham operator. The other was 
just sentenced to the electric 
chair for murder. Several rela- 
tives have died from insanity. 
My father sells narcotics. My sis- 
ters are always in trouble. Re- 
cently I met a girl who was just 
released from a_ reformatory 


where she served time on six 
different counts, and I want to 
marry her. My problem is this:— 
Should I tell her about my bro- 
ther who is a Ham Operator? 

L. Q. Slopoth” 
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Rotor mounting bearings to ac- 
commodate AR22—TR2—TR4 
—(and others) standard equip- 
ment on models 40R and 50R 
hinged base or pipe base lay- 
over towers. New models are 
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mensions). Tele-Vue’s telescop- 
ing towers are used by hams all 
over the world. Spring loaded 
rachet winch allows tower to be 
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husky aircraft type tubular 
steel, with tough three coat fin- 
ish. Hoist cable is 1270 lb. test 
aircraft cable. 
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THE OLD TIMERS CHAIR 
By Guy Stewart W4VCX 


After nearly a half century of 
ham radio I still believe it is the 
world’s finest hobby. When I was 
nine and a husky kid for my age 
I was introduced to the myster- 
ies of wireless by the Rev. 
Charles Tnydall at Mt. Vernon, 
N. Y. who was a personal friend 
of Marconi. I was one of the 
kids the good clergyman _ in- 
veigled into hand pumping the 
church pipe organ at each Sun- 
day’s services. 


Far ahead of his times, the 
Rev. Tyndall frequently illustrat- 
ed his sermans with some prac- 
tical display. One day he told me 
I would be relieved of the organ 
pumping task on the following 
Sunday night if I’d help him with 
a “wireless demonstration.” It 
didn’t make much sence to me but 
anything to get out of that organ 
pumping. That Sunday night he 
transmitted wireless signals from 
the rear of the church to the pul- 
pit. I was probably the only one 
in congregation that Sunday 
night who really knew the pastor 
had not used any wires to trans- 
mit his signals. I was sunk. The 
ham bug had bitten me awfully 
hard and deep. From that mo- 
ment on amateur radio was to be 
an important part of my life. 


I transmitted my first signals 
about a month later with a small 
spark coil, a distance of about 
600 feet. Goodness only knows 
what frequency. That was in 
1909. About two months later 
came DX — about a mile and a 
quarter. My first Federal license 
came the day after Christmas in 
1912. What a Christmas present! 

My family thought I was a 
little nuts and for a long time 
gave me no encouragement in 
my explorations into the myster- 
ies of wireless. My parents were 
certain their oldest was to die a 
violent death any day. And at 
such a tender age. But the Rev. 
Tyndall continued his help and 
encouragement. My biggest dis- 
appointment came around this 
period when a slight case of 
measles prevented me from din- 
ing with the great Marconi at 
the reverend’s home. 

And my biggest thrill, after 
the SS Titanic sunk and I’d cop- 
ied much of her SOS traffic, 
came about 1915. Late one cold 
Winter afternoon I shivered in 
my shack in the unfinished and 
unheated attic of our home. I 
was trying to keep a sked with a 
friend in New Rochelle, N. Y. 
To my utter amazement I heard 
voices in my earphones. The 
signal was clear but not loud. I 
soon believed it was a trick, that 


some of my ham friends in some 
way were hooking me on to a 
telephone circuit through my 
long ground wire which ran from 
the attic to basement outside my 
home. Quick investigation ex- 
ploded that theory. 


It was the DeForest Radio 
Telephone labs at Mott Haven, 
about eight miles away in the 
Bronx, New York, testing. They 
were asking for signal reports. 
They used loop modulation and 
would go off the air about every 
five minutes when the r. f. 
burned up the carbon mike and 
they had to shut down and re- 
place it with another. The next 
day at the lab, on Dr. DeForest’s 
invitation, the father of modern 
radio gave me my first tube; a 
two-filament Audion with a plat- 
inum plate. 


Shortly after that my call was 
changed from 2XS to 2AKA. 
Then came World War I and the 
Navy officially “sealed” all ham 
wireless equipment including my 
half kilowat rig. 

After the war ended and ama- 
teurs were finally permitted to 
again massage the ether I went 
back on the air but my hamming 
suffered because I got married 
and the kids soon began arriving 
as though on sked. Unwittingly 
I allowed my ticket to expire. I 
forgot what I’d put a circle on 
the calendar for. Nevertheless I 
kept reasonably active and very 
interested, more in construction 
than operating, and did what 
operating I felt the urge for at 
the shacks of ham friends who 
lived nearby. 


I got my ticket again late in 
1985 with the call W2JRG at 
Tuckahoe, N. Y. CW and 5-meter 
phone were my main interest 
then and until 1951 when I was 
called to duty with the Army Air 
Corps. Through the years before 
becoming a soldier I’d been a 
professional journalist — news- 
paper editor and reporter with 
New York papers, and wrote fic- 
tion and true detective stories 
for national magazines. 


In the Army I went overseas in 
1942 to North Africa as Com- 
munications Officer of the 79th 
Fighter Group. Then to India and 
next to China as Signal Officer 
of 14th Air Force and 69th Com- 
posite Wing. After the war I had 
numerous assignments including 
that as Signal Officer of the Na- 
tional Guard Bureau at the Pen- 
tagon and next, in charge of Offi- 
cers Radio School of The Signal 
School at Ft. Monmouth, N. J. 
In 1948 back overseas again. This 
time to Japan where I was Signal 
Operations Officer of the U. S. 
8th Army at Yokohama. I did a 


FROM THE HORSES MOUTH 


The Collins Mechanical Filter 
is an electro-mechanical bandpass 
filter. It consists of an input 
transducer, a resonant mechanical 
section comprised of a number 
of metal discs, and an output 
transducer. 

The input and output trans- 
ducers serve only as electrical- 
to-mechanical and mechanical-to- 
electrical coupling devices and 
do not affect the _ selectivity 
characteristics, which are deter- 
mined by the metal discs. 


An electrical signal applied to 
the input transducer is convert-ed 
to mechanical energy by means 
of magnetestriction. A nickle wire 
transmits the mechanical energy 
to the first of a series of nickle 
alley discs. The mechanical vibra- 
tion of this first dise is coupled 
to succeeding discs by means of 
nickle wire coupling elements. 
Biasing magnets at either end 
of the mechanical filter polarize 
the filter elements to prevent 
frequency doubling, in much the 
same manner that the biasing 
magnets in a headphone prevents 
the diaphram from bending in 
the same direction for both halves 
of an audio signal. 

The mechanical vibration of 
the last dise is coupled to a mag- 
netestriction transducer element 
identical to the one used at the 
input end of the filter. By a re- 
verse process of magnetestric- 
tion, the mechanical vibration of 
the nickle wire is converted to 
electrical impulses. 


Each of the discs in the filter 
has a mechanical resonant “Q” 
exceeding 2,000. Six of these 
discs are overcoupled to produce 
a response curve with a flat top 
and nearly vertical sides. Thus, 
the filter passes a band of fre- 
quencies called the pass-band, 
very little wider than the flat 
top of the selectivity curve. 


little hamming in Japan with the 
call JA2GS. 

They retired me in 1952 with 
a broken back that came in a Jap 
bombing raid at Kunming, China, 
in 1948. We settled in Brandon, 
Florida, upon retirement and got 
the present call W4VCX. After 
vainly trying to get someone else 
in my family interester in ham 
radio, my 385 year old campaign 
was successful this year when 
recently my XYL, “Sandy,” 
(Lucy) got her novice ticket, 
KN4PLT and now is reasonably 
active with her own equipment. 
So now, with that accomplish- 
ment, as the remaining years of 
life pass under us, all too fast, 
life is complete except for — 
whose turn to get on the air? 
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STOP — READ ’N OBEY 


This column will appear each 
montnh to serve as a reminder of 
our Rules and Regulations taken 
from Part 12 — Amateur Radio 
Service. Read them carefully. 

12.25 Availability of operator 
license. The original operator li- 
cense of each operator shall be 
kept in the personal possession 
of the operator while operating 
an amateur station. When oper- 
ating an amateur station at a 
fixed location, however, the li- 
cense may be posted in a con- 
spicuous place in the room 
occupied by the operator. 

The license shall be available 
for inspection by any authorized 
Government official whenever the 
operator is operating an amateur 
station and at other times upon 
request made by an authorized 
representative of the Commis- 
sion, except when such license has 
been filed with application for 
modification or renewal thereof, 
or has been mutilated, lost or 
destroyed, and application has 
been made for a duplicate license 
in accordance with 12.26. 

No recognition shall be accord- 
ed to any photocopy or any oper- 
ator license; however, nothing in 
this section shall be construed to 
prohibit the photocopying for 
other purposes of any amateur 
radio operator license. 

12.26 Duplicate license. Any 
licensee applying for a duplicate 
license to replace an original 
which has been lost, mutilated, or 
destroyed, shall submit with the 
application the mutilated license 
or a statement setting forth the 
facts regarding the manner in 
which the original license was 
lost or destroyed. If subsequent 
to receipt by the licensee of the 
duplicate license, the original li- 
cense if found, either the dupli- 
cate or the original license shall 
be returned immediately to the 
Commission. 

12.29 License term. Amateur 
operator licenses are normally 
valid for a period of five years 
from the date of issuance of a 
new or renewed license, except 
the Novice Class which is nor- 
mally valid for a period of one 
year from date of issuance. Mod- 
ified and duplicate licenses shall 
bear the same date of expiration 
as the licenses for which they are 
modifications or duplicates. 


SHORT SKIPS 


SIGNS of the Times: In an Ice- 
crear parlor; “Teenage spoken 
here.” ...In an office: “Be sure 
your brain is in gear before en- 
gaging your mouth!” 
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HERE ’N THERE 


Welcome from the Leon High 
School Radio Club and Gerald 
Grow K4PVU of Tallahassee to 
the readers of Florida Skip. W4- 
WUH of Bronson, Fla. is Presi- 
dent of the Florida Association 
of County Tax Collectors. John 
is also ARRL E. C. for Levy 
County. 


Mucho Gracias por la “Florida 
Skip.” I enjoyed it a lot. Mac Mc- 
Guire, W3NRD, Coraopolis, Pa. 
James D. Felsenheld ex-W2IM of 
Peapack, N. J. is now K4BY of 
Bradenton. Welcome to Florida 
Jim. Ramon Cantarrana, CO8- 
RC and CO2UG is setting up for 
the St. Pete-Habana Yacht Races 
with W4GAC, the St. Pete Ame- 
teur Radio Club according to Bob 
Spiers, W4JOU, club president. 

Russ Olmsted W¢BCB/4 in Ft. 
Lauderdale is waiting for his K4 
call after holding W¢BCB down 
for 18 years back in Waterloo, 
Iowa. (Welcome to Florida Russ. 
I understand they are still diggin’ 
up there... Ed.) 


W4PJU in Clewiston was off 
the air for a short time, due to 
bad transformer and relay, but is 
back on 40 and 80 with the aid 
of Hank Webster in Sebring. 


“Finally broke down and 
thought I had better subscribe. 
Think you have a fine paper, en- 
joy it greatly and hope it pros- 
pers. 73 Lou, W4YN.” 

Dick McGarry, W4CXH says 
“Have Solder Gun—Will Travel.” 
... Here is my buck—good luck. 
K4KEY. From Cincinnati: Have 
enjoyed “Skip” so much — I 
want to be sure to receive it. Of 
all the “Bulletins” I receive — 
honestly think it is the BEST — 
Content and appearance wise. 73 
D. E. Cartwright, W8UPB. (Ed. 
Gee thanks Carty, that kind of 
talk keeps us going!) 

“Did you hear about the rich 
ham who was so “loaded” be 
built a SPLIT level swimming 
pool near his elevated ham sack? 
—W4FOY” 


NOTICE TO 
PHONE-PATCH MEN 


According to a recent survey, 
the average man, in his lifetime, 
spends 8,760 hours telephoning— 
the equivalent of one full year. 
And did you know that for some 
years now, Sweden (SM land) has 
ranked second to the United 
States in telephone development. 
Sweden has 31.5 telephones for 
each 100 inhabitants as compared 
with 34.5 of the United States. 


THUMB NAIL SKETCH 
By Tom Dickie, K4COO 


In the spotlight — Alfred L. 
Hamel, K4SJH, 1300 N. E. 42nd 
Ave., Pompano Beach, Fla., our 
new Route Manager for Eastern 
Florida Section. 

Ham is a retired USAF Major 
after 28 years service, for dis- 
ability with heart trouble. He is 
getting along fine, physically, but 
must take it easy on the muscle 
work. He is 49 years old, will be 
50 in June, a little young to be 
retired and wouldn’t be if it 
were not for his health. He is 
married and has two children, a 
boy 9 years old and a girl 11 
years old. 

Ham lives in a modest home in 
Pompano Beach, Fla., and all 
seem to enjoy Florida living as 
compared to living up in Conn. 
Ham has been in the Navy 1926 
to 1930, the Coast Guard 1930 to 
1935, the Army 1935 to 1939 and 
the Air Force until retirement in 
1954 both as an enlisted man and 
an officer. He was in communi- 
cations work until 1950 and then 
switched to statistical and comp- 
troller work. He has held the 
calls KA1US, Philippine Islands, 
W30RO, Washington, D. C., K2- 
ILN, Brown Mills, N. J., VO6T, 
Goose Bay, Labrador and W1D- 
TP, Forestville, Conn., and DL4- 
EF in Germany. 

Ham is working hard on build- 
ing up c. w. net participation in 
Florida and requests all ec. w. 
men to support the FN at 1900 
EST, 3675 Monday thru Saturday 
or the Gator Net on 7105 ke 
Monday thru Saturday at 10 a.m. 


HOW RICH ARE YOU? 


You are richer today than you 
were yesterday if you have laugh- 
ed often, given something, for- 
given even more, made a new 
friend, or made steppingstones of 
stumbling blocks... 

—if you have thought more in 
terms of “thyself” than “myself,” 
or if you have managed to be 
cheerful even if you were 
weary... 

—if a little child has smiled at 
you, and a stray dog has licked 
your hand, or if you have looked 
for tthe best in others, and have 
given others the best in you. 


SUPPRESSED CARRIER 


We are sorry to report the 
passing of Howard Pike, W4MQC 
of Hialeah, Florida. Howard 
passed away February 21, 1958 of 
cancer. W4MQC worked mostly 
on 20 meters. He was also a Vice- 
President of National Airlines. 
He will be sadly missed by us all. 


NEWS FROM THE NEWS 
Edited by Bob Aaronson, W4PBH 


What say OM? How about 
sending ye ole editor some clip- 
pings from your local news- 
paper? We would like to see any- 
thing: about or concerning hams, 
that you may run into. Please 
send all contributions to me at: 
7841 S. W. 50th Court, South 
Miami 438, Fla. 

Due to reorganization of 
“Skip” and miscellaneous other 
reeasons, I have a large backlog 
of material. 


A very favorable story appear- 
ed in the Miami Herald about 
local hams who picked up Sput- 
nik I. Being on the front page, it 
gave a nice bit of publicity to 
ham radio in general, as well as 
W4VPI, K4BLM and W4HKJ. 
According to the story, Bill, W4- 
HKJ, notified Stan, K4BLM of 
Miami, who requested more than 
100 members of the Flamingo 
Net to listen for it. Bill also 
alerted DL4SD, a USAF station 
with very sensitive receiving 
equipment in Germany. We sa- 
lute these publicity minded fel- 
lows for a job well done. 


This book review mentions Doc, 
W4UHM: “Dr. Harvey Jorgenson 
lives across the street from us. 
Doce’s hobby is being a ham radio 
operator, and in his not too fre- 
quent spare time he talks with 
others of the clan all over the 
world. That’s one reason why he 
has found that one of the most 
interesting books of the year to 
him is “Isle Royale Calling.” It 
is written by one of Dr. Jorgen- 
son’s long-time friends, Helen H. 
Cloutier, who has been a class A 
operator herself since 1929. Na- 
turally, it is an exciting novel 
about a ham operator.” 


I wonder if this one, mention- 
ing W4DTV, W4KGJ and W4- 
IYT in that order had any ef- 
fect? 


“CD Radio Course Set—Dade 
County’s Civil Defense unit will 
hold training in three fields of 
radio communications at its con- 
trol center, 5600 SW Galloway 
Rd., beginning Thursday. Volun- 
teer unit leaders may attend 
either 2:30 p. m. or 8 p. m. ses- 
sions. 


TECH SPOT 


The Hammarlund Company ad- 
vises, “An easy way to take most 
of the warm-up drift out of the 
old Super Pro’s is as follows: 
Purchase three mmf. N4200 parts 
per CRL (or Equal) temperature 
compensated capacitors. Connect 
the three in series. Remove the 
top shield from the main tuning 
condenser gang. Connect the re- 
tultana 3.8 mmf capacitor from 
the oscillator stator lug (first 
gang from front panel) to 
ground. Using a signal gener- 
ator or the various WWV signals, 
readjust only the oscillator trim- 
mers which are parallel to and 
immediately adjacent to the 
front panel on the under side of 
the chassis, to restore dial cali- 
brations.” 


They also advised that many 
parts for these Super Pro’s, BC- 
779, BC-1004 etc., such as coils, 
dial assemblies, band switches, 
etc., are still available by ad- 
dressing Hammarlund Mfg. Co. 
Inc., at Mars Hill, North Caro- 
lina. No instruction books are 
on hand but they suggest that a 
request of the U. S. Govt. Print- 
ing Office in Washington for a 
copy of Tech Manual No. TM-866 
may bring results. 


DXer’s: Do you have a hard 
time getting up in the a. m.? A 
physician recommends twiddling 
the toes after the alarm goes off, 
to shake off sleepiness! Oh 
hummm. 222 


Please support our advertisers 
as they are supporting FLOR- 
IDA SKIP. They need the busi- 
ness and so do we. 


Courses will be taught by 
Robert Watson, communications 
Chief, and John Porter, Radio 
officer with the assistance of 
other volunteers. 

The Red Cross amateur radio 
operators division of Civil De- 
fense has re-elected Andrew C. 
Clark of Miami Springs as chair- 
man.” 

Check this column next month 
for a story about a boy and the 
Operation Deepfreeze. Don’t for- 
get to send me those clippings. 

— 73 — Bob 


THE GADGET SHOPPE 


3.00 NEW 
1.50 Used 
7.50 Used 
7.50 NEW 


INDUSTRIES OF FLORIDA 
Miami, Fla. 


NAVY RANGE FILTERS (1020 cycle) 
AIR FORCE FL-8 RANGE FILTERS ___ 
BC-457, BC-458, BC-696 TRANSMITTERS 
VM-2 60w UTC MULTIMATCH MOD. TRANS. 


AVIONICS 
2730 N.W. 7th St. 


Tel. NE 5-2493 


FLORIDA SKIP PRESENTS W4DRK—Orlando 111 W4DSC—Jacksonville 100 Florida Skip Page 7 
; W4TK—Jacksonville 110 W4NQN—Opa Locka 100 
Our Honor Holl of Florida W4arPK—Miami 106 Here’s how our Florida CW Incidentally. \W4BPD oreeitc 
Members of the DX Century W4FNQ—Miami 104. boys rank in the Fourth District . a pat AOR a ema i 
Club award and their countries W4AWS—Orlando 104 with the States “National Highs” eS i nae it; ea 9 ee 
worked standing. W4LCY—Crest View - | 103 in order of countries worked. feerind ra eer: of A iepe (Sere 
W4LVV—Miami 226 W4VPD—Miami _ 101 Ww4TM—Tennessee 255 Pra ehe ato he orclatedate 
W4USQ—Plant City 101 W4TO—Georgia 254 ; 
W4BRB—W. Palm Beach 200 aaa : Florida somehow or other! 
E W4IKL—Miami 101 W4BPD—S. Carolina 241 
W4ANE—A palachicola 192 Moe 
W4J V—Pensacola 101 W4OM—Virginia 230 
W4FVR—St. Petersburg 191 a 
W4IMI—Miami 130 W4WSJ—Miami 101 W4HA—Alabama — 230 FLORIDA SKIP 50 MC. 
W4LQN—Miami W4AFS—St. Petersburg 100 W4LZF—N. Carolina 230 
—Miami 173 STATES WORKED 
W4GHP—Hialeah 159 W4RTX—W. Palm Beach 100 W4EPA—Kentucky 220 W4EQR—Pensacola 
W4A ZK—Naples 151 : ey W4QN—Orlando 
W4HKJ_—_Miami 141 Our Honor Roll of Florida EN Gee Desecola 


Phone Members of the DX Cen- 


W4FNR—Ft. Lauderdale 


W4CKB—W. Palm Beach 140 How our Florida Phone boys 


tury Club award and their coun- 


W4EEO—Sanford 137 . : rank. W4A YV—Umatilla 
W4FYI_Tampa 135 tries worked standing. Oe a air Gey ee ses WVATONOOW Palin Beach 
W4IYT—Miami Springs = 130 W4ANE— Apalachicola 179 K4AIM—S. Carolina 200 9 [Pee yeamsaicne 
W4BGO—Quincy 129  W4CWV—Ft. Lauderdale 131 W4MKB—Tennessee 106° tase eis ensacele 
W4IEH—Ft. Lauderdale = 120 waJCK—Jacksonville 121 W4NYN—N. Carolina 183° - |pyatceeg tales 
W4YGZ—St. Petersburg = 120 W4HKJ—Miami 115 W40M—Virginia 183 ee ape Oe Choe 4 OL: Ur 
W4GOG—Miami Springs = 117 WaBWJ—Miami 113 W4ANE—FLORIDA 179 Vee eek ne weer a DY, 
W4BWP—Miami 115 W4EEO—Sanford 113 W4ESP—Georgia 179° «, \iCpaai 

K4CTU—Miami 115 W4EYH—Montverde 104. W4KAE—Kentucky 117 


NEW STORE HOURS 
STARTING MONDAY, APRIL 7th, 1958 
FREE PARKING 


_ OPEN MONDAY EVENINGS UNTIL 9:00 PM 
AND SATURDAYS UNTIL 5:00 PM 
MEET YOUR FRIENDS 


FREE COFFEE 


LARGEST AND MOST COMPLETE ‘HAM’ STOCK IN THE SOUTH 


OFFICIAL AUTHORIZED FACTORY SERVICE STATION FOR COLLINS 
HIGHEST TRADES — EASIEST TERMS — 10% DOWN, UP TO 24 MONTHS TO PAY 


10 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
| JOHNSON THUNDERBOLT | 


IN STOCK NOW 
GPR-90 Johnson — All Models 
Mosley 


Hallicrafters — All Models 
| MOSLEY TA-33 TRI-BANDER 


Barker and Williamson 
Central Electronics 


CENTRAL ELECTRONICS 100-V | 


ae EEE 


| HALLICRAFTERS SX-101-MARK III | 


Cesco 
Collins 75A-4 aE 
HALLICRAFTERS HT-32 National ll Models 
Collins KWS-1 
Radiart-CDR-H Rot 
HAMMARLUND HQ-110 | adiart-CDR-Ham Rotor 
Drake 


Harvey-Wells | RME-4350-A | 
| HY-GAIN ANTENNAS - ALL MODELS | Vibroplex — All Models 
| WRL — All Models 


CALL or WRITE 


WILEY (SENATOR) W4WSJ 
PHIL (PETE) K4GCU 
MATT (MELBOURNE) W4BRC 
FRANK (BOSS) W4ICE 


E-Z Way Towers 
Gonset — All Models 


| GONSET COMMUNICATOR III | 


61 N.E. 9th STREET 

MIAMI 32, FLORIDA 

Phone: FRanklin 9-4512 

Open: Daily 8:30-5:30 

Siig, wail EO) ponent 

Monday Evenings until 9:00 p.m. 


DISTRIBUTORS 


INDUSTRIAL 


SOUTH’S LARGEST ELECTRONIC 
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Dear Gladys .... 
(Continued From Page 1) 


day but he tried to tune me in 
better and we got sort of con- 
fused. I’ll have to think of some- 
thing else. Anyway, he is a dear. 


We get lots of fascinating mail 
now. Even if I can’t understand 
all of that electronic talk, I still 
try to be interested in it. It’s a 
good thing, too, because I had to 
throw away a card that Clyde got 
from some fresh lady ham in 
Arkansas. She had on there, 
“WAS 25”. Well, Gladys, weren’t 
we all, but why brag about it 
now? I just can’t understand 
some people. But back to the mail 
— he gets some real pretty cata- 
logs in the sweetest pastel colors. 
I think they do that for the 
wives. In fact, I wrote and thank- 
ed one company but they didn’t 
answer. They forgot to send their 
next catalog, too. Gladys, do you 
remember those two fellows in 
vaudeville who used to do that 
soft-shoe routine? Weren’t they 
Burstein and Applebee? Well, 
they are in electronics now. They 
send lots of mail. 


It is awfully easy to buy gifts 
for Clyde now that he has a 
hobby. What I do is economize 
in little ways like going without 
stockings and not eating lunch 
and wearing my hair straight like 
this. Really, like Clyde says, any 
wife should be glad to do without 
the little extras so her husband 
can have the necessities for his 
hobby. Well, anyway, when I 
have about twenty dollars saved 
I give that and some catalogs to 
Herman K4QRV who is Clyde’s 
best friend. Herman sends away 
for something and when it comes 
I wrap it up in pretty paper and 
give it to Clyde. That way it’s 
just what he wants. I don’t al- 
ways know what it is that I have 
given him but Gladys, he appre- 
ciates it so. Like Clyde says, any 
wife should be glad — oh I said 
that, didn’t I? Guess I’m be- 
ginning to say it as often as 
Clyde does. 

Do people up there give gifts 
on Groundhog Day? I never 
heard of it before but Clyde says 
it is an old ham custom. He has 
already told Herman what to 
order for me to give him. 

If you make that trip to Flor- 
ida, please come to see us. Our 
house number has fallen off but 
you won’t have any trouble find- 
ing us. Just look for four an- 
tennas and tall grass. 

Your friend, 
Mabel 
PS. 


Ham Radio.... 
(Continued From Page 1) 


The boy, also named Eduardo, 
was weak and undernourished 
from a painful intestinal ail- 
ment. The St. Andres airport 
manager, Victor Abrahan, radioed 
news of the child’s illness to 
North America. 


“T’m a radio ham in my spare 
time,” said Dr. Pena, of 4312 Bay 
Point Dr. “I picked up the mes- 
sage while Abrahan was talking 
to a ham in Connecticut.” 

The airport manager told Dr. 
Pena the boy was in bad shape 
and there was no doctor on the 
island. 

“He described the symptoms,” 
said the doctor, “and I knew the 


‘child needed a nutrient medicine, 


something to give him strength 
fasten 


The doctor contacted a Miami 
Pharmacy, ordered the medicine 
and had it delivered to Miami 
International Airport. There, 
Port Authority officials contact- 
ed the pilot of a TAN Airline 
plane from Colombia. 

The plane had arrived Thurs- 
day and its crew planned a two 
or three day layover in Miami. 
But when the pilot heard about 
the sick boy, he gassed up the 
plane and headed for Colombia 
with tthe medicine. 


“They know how to use the 
medicine down there on St. 
Andres,” said Dr. Pena. “It will 
be given through tubes.” 

The doctor paid the medicine 
bill himself but said: “We radio 
hams work together like frater- 
nity brothers.” 


FLORIDA SKIP sends Dr. 
Pena, W4DVW it’s congratula- 
tions on a job well done. About a 
year ago Dr. Pena had a double 
page story in the paper about 
Amateur Radio with a picture in 
color of his beautiful ham shack. 


All amateurs are urged to be 
on the alert for any human inter- 
est stories as above. Call it in to 
your local newspaper editor. He 
will be happy to get it and in 
most cases publish it. Send along 
a copy to SKIP and we will 
ALWAYS print it. 


If you hear somthing interest- 
ing about amateur radioo, send it 
in and we'll be glad to publish it. 
Mail all news items to: Florida 


' Skip Inc., P. O. Box 501, Miami 


Springs, Fla. 


Clyde says 73’s. I don’t know 
what that means, but I bet it’s 
real clever. 


ORLANDO RAMBLINGS-club _ 
Hal, W4BKC 


An M.T.A. (Military Target 
Area) Conference was called by 
Capt. C. Q. Wright Jr., Orange 
County C.D. Director, and Dave 
Hall, W4TOD, Communications 
Officer for Orange County. The 
meeting was held on Sunday, 
Feb. 28, 1958, at the Civil De- 
fense Control Center, on Parra- 
more Street in Orlando. Repre- 


sentatives from all nine counties 


in the area were invited; Bre- 


vard, Indian’ River, Polk, Vo- 
lusia, Marion, Seminole, Lake, 
Osceola and Orange Counties 


comprise the area. Not all coun- 
ties were represented, due to ill- 
ness of personnel (flu bug) but 
those who attended expressed the 
opinion that they sure welcomed 
the opportunity to discuss and 
get some authorative answers on 
the many problems presented. 
Evelyn, the wife of George, 
W4TEE was the charming host- 
ess who greeted each new arrival 
with a steaming hot cup of cof- 
fee, and a pleasant smile, both of 


which were appreciated. Inci- 
dentally Evelyn is anxiously 
awaiting her ticket, and will 


probably have it by the time this 
appears in Skip. 

Keith, K4KNB as moderator in- 
troduced Capt. Wright who ex- 
plained the Communication prob- 
lem for the area, Dave W4TOD 
spoke about the results of tests 
on two meters, future plans for 


_expansion of the two meter cir- 


cuit to handle County traffic, 
with suggestions as to equipment, 
including a demonstration model. 


Art Melvin, W4UHY, State 
Radio Officer, was then intro- 
duced, he explained the new des- 
ignation’s, instead of M.T.A. the 
various areas will be known as 
CIVIL DEFENSE OPERATION- 
AL AREAS, with geographical 
prefixes for some, and area pre- 
fixes for others, such as West 
Florida operational area, Capital, 
Northeast, Central, Gulf, South, 
East, with the possibility of a 
separate designation for the St. 
Pete and Palm Beach areas. 

Art recommended break-in on 
the C.W. circuit, and limiting 
messages to 25 words. Mr. L. T. 
Tinsley, Director of the State 
Survival Planning Board, was an 
interested observer. The guest 
register read as follows: Capt. 
Wright, Mr. Tinsley, Art, W4- 
UHY, Mr. W. H. Ford, Cocoa, 
Kelsie, W4GED, and Ding, W4- 
HCG, Cocoa, Carl, K4DWG, Win- 
ter Beach, Charlie, K4OMM Mel- 
bourne, Case, W4NGR, Lake 
Mary, Edmund Gates, Edgewa- 
ter, and the local group, Dave, 
W4TOD, Hal, W4BKC, Art, W4- 
AWS, Bud, W4QCE, Keith, K4- 


SKIP LANDS IN HONG KONG 


According to Lou, K4PTH ex- 
W1TRB/4 in West Palm Beach, 
Florida Skip landed in Hong 
Kong, China via air mail after 
being forwarded by his XYL. 
After reading every word, he left 
it lying on a table in the lobby 
of the “Hotel Mahlbalsay,” for 
the other Air Force amateurs to 
read. Lou reports there were no 
news reports in Engliish and 
SKIP was really enjoyed by all 
hands. Thanks for the info Lou 
and glad it brought you a little 
closer to home. SKIP is now 
going all over the country and 
into 12 different countries. 


KNB, Howard K4CFB, Dick, W4- 
WPE, Bill K4MBR, Dick, K4RYR, 
Ernie, K4HXP, and our charming 
hostess Evelyn. 

George, W4PWW was instru- 
mental in securing a recently re- 
leased (Declassified) film on the 
problems of space travel, narrat- 
ed by Dr. Werner Von Braun. It 
was shown to the public at the 
Edgewater High School auditor- 
ium on Monday evening, Feb. 24, 
under the auspices of the Orlando 
Amateur Radio Club, Ine. To set 
the mood before the showing of 
the film, George had tape re- 
cordings of the Russian Sputnik 
and the American Explorer, Sa- 
telites, which were very good. It 
was a most entertaining and en- 
lightening presentation, hope we 
have more of them. 


On Monday, Feb. 17, Dave W4- 
TOD and Hal W4BKC were 
guests on a panel show from 
WDBO-TV, explaining the oper- 
ation of the Civil Defense Com- 
munications Net, thru the cour- 
tesy of Don Paden of the Sher- 
iff’s Office, with Don on the 
panel were Chuck Saunders, of 
the Florida Highway Patrol, and 
Mr. Clements, principal of Pine- 
castle Elementary School. Dick 
W4WPE was the voice on the 
opening announcement of the 
program, Ace K4AKQ passed a 
simulated drill message to Cap, 
W4PTT in St. Cloud and called 
in three mobiles, George, W4TEE, 
Bud, W4QCE and Keith, K4KNB. 
It was all taken right off the air 
too, and receiving conditions were 
excellent. We have a promise of 
a live pickup outside the studio 
sometime later, so many thanks 
to all who participated. 


‘Herb Shriner says he sees the 
day not too far away when man 
will be able to fly clear around 
the world in two hours: One hour 
for flying and the other to get 
out to the airport. 


SILVER SPRINGS RADIO 
CLUB NEWS 
By Mack Britton W4DVR 


The plans for the BIG AN- 
NUAL hamfest at Silver Springs 
June ist are rapidly taking shape. 
This year, we intend to throw 
the big ones over the fence and 
run the small ones through the 
eracks. Bubber Born, W4ZD, 
ARRL Southeastern Director 
from Atlanta will be here for a 
whole week. He plans confer- 
ences with the SCM’s of the 
Southeast; the SEC’s and EC’s 
and Civil Defense personnel. 
Tickets will NOT go on sale until 
after the Orlando Hamfest. 

Training classes for new hams 
goes steadily along. Three No- 
vices now have their general and 
more to come. 

K4ANJ is now sporting a pair 
of 4-125A’s but still retains his 
Viking IJ. K4ANJ is our new 
President, W4DVR VEEP, David 
Laird, Secty-Treas.. W4HCQ is 
still Trustee. (Holding the bag 
for all of us.) The Club now 
sports a Heath D-100. 

W4HCQ’s pair of 4-250A’s put- 
ting the quietess on QRM’ers of 
net frequencies. 

W4DVR has just about com- 
pleted his new rig with pair of 
4-250A’s in the final, using a 
Globe Chief as driver. W4DVR 
and Howard Howland of Orlando 
have organized the Britton two- 
way Radio Systems, being manu- 
facturer’s Representatives of 
General Electric. They plan to 
Incorporate into Florida two-way 
radio Inc., in April. Base of 
operations, Key West to Pensa- 
cola. Need salesman bad. See 
ad in this issue. 

K4ANJ and W4HCQ have 6 
meter mobile rigs. W DVR is 
preparing a Commercial built 
base station for 6 meters, 100 
watts. K4CZL is a Nomad again 
and almost a stranger. He is 
sporting a new, long, low, and 
wide house trailer. His XYL 
Ginny and harmonics Butch and 
Nancy accompany him on his 
assignments with the Florida 
Power. 

Kelly Reese had the flu, so has 
most everyone else. Loyd Adams 
is too sturdy to have such mild 
things. (Lucky him.) 

W4DVR will have the gang 
over soon and move his shack and 
office into his new shack over 
his 2 car garage. Shack to be 16 
by 16 feet complete with bed- 
room, bath, kitchen. Lookout for 
contests as the whole gang will 
be out here operating night and 
day with 3 or 4 transmitters. The 
big problem is how to get the 850 
pound 813 rig up stairs. We will 


DX IN FLORIDA 
By Joe Rosko, K4CTU 


March could have truly been 
classified as DX month with a 
contest occurring every weekend 
during the month. With condi- 
tions fairly good and lamps burn- 
ing through the wee hours many 
new countries have been added 
to Floridian DX’ers totals. 


Ten meters: W4GNT worked 
many Europeans; W4LVV, K4- 
CTU, K4DAS, W4PBH, and K4- 
DRO sent in such items as 3A2- 
CF, KA2RB, OQ5GU, UAG6GKOB, 
ZP9AY, FA8BG, KC4USB, OD5- 
BZ, 4X4FV, CR7DS, CR6AU, and 
CR4AP. 

Fifteen meters: W4PBH, W4- 
LVV, K4CTU, K4DRO, and K4- 
GHA sent in a few hot ones such 
as PZ1AG, CR4AU, KGI1EE, 
ZE2KR, OD5AV, FS7RT, ZP5CG, 
KP6AL, VP3HAG, FF8AJ, PZ1- 
AO, EA9AP, and K42RB. 

Knocked off on 20 meters by 
W4PBH, K4CTU, W4LVV, K4- 
GHA, K4DAS, and W4GNT 
were: VK@KT, FO8AC, CRE6AIT, 
DUT7SV, CR4AD, UA9SKAG, VK- 
9AD, VE8BAL/SU, CR6CF, UA- 
9SA, FL8AC, FQ8AJ, UI8KAA, 
and VU2SX. 


During the ew contest 40 and 
80 were quite hot with all con- 
tinents represented on 40 and all 
but Asia on 80. DU7SV, JA1UV, 
VK2GW, UA6KAE, KH6IJ, and 
many Europeans confirm this 
fact. 


Here are a few QTH’s for your 
info: -FL8AC, Guy, Box 121, 
Djibouti; FQ8AJ, Gilbert, Box 
80, Bangui; VK@TC, 277 Hardey 
Rd., Cloverdale, West Australia; 
ZS8R, Archie Parkhouse, GPO, 
Leribe; XW8AI, Agastin, ECM- 
T/FAL, Vientians, W4KC/KS4, 
Bill Franklin, CAA, Swan Island, 
Vi aTampa, Fla. 


LAOS 


The potent signal of W4HKT 
has been missing from 20 meters 
due to work. The OVARA (Ohio) 
will visit Navassa during the last 
week in March with two rigs. 

W4IHW/KS4 is back in Miami 
Springs after eating his share 
of DX down in Swan Island. Bill 
Franklin K4KC is taking over 
the equipment on Swan. Look for 
him on 20. 73 es DX 


Joe 


manage somehow though. There 
will be two 100 foot towers in- 
stalled, a 10 meter beam on one 
and 15 meter beam on the other 
with doublets strung in between. 
See you at the Orlando Hamfest 
— then at Silver Springs. 


SIX METERS IN FLORIDA 
By W4RMU 


Your reporter must confess 
that he goofed in the announce- 
ment concerning Six meter and 
Two meter tests by W RMU in 
March issue of “Florida Skip.” 
The times for the tests were re- 
versed and if you were unable to 
hear tests for the first 138 days of 
March it may have been that the 
transmissions were on 144MC 
when you were listening on 50MC 
and vice versa. 

These tests will be continued 
during the month of April at the 
times announced in the “Florida 
Skip.” 50MC transmissions will 
be at 1930EST and 2030EST on 
50.002MC. The 144MC trans- 
missions will be at 2000 EST and 
2100EST on 144.005MC. There 
will be fone test on 144.090MC 
using NBFM 600 watts input at 
201 DES eeandeees 15 Hse trom 
April 1st to and including April 
14th. The transmissions will be 
beamed south. Also at 2200 EST 
to 2210 EST nitely meteor scat- 
ter tests are being conducted by 
W4RMU on 144.090MC with W3- 
GKP, beam heading 030 degrees. 
After this test the lower end of 
144MC will be tuned for replies 
from the north. 


Preliminary results from the 
144MC test for the first two 
weeks in March show that W4- 
RMU has been copied consistently 
as far south as Coca, Florida. 
Best contact on 50MC was with 
K4AFM, QTH Islamorada, Flor- 
ida, in the keys. 

K4DYB, Ozzie, QTH Sara- 
sota, reports over a half dozen 
stations on nSix in that vicinity 
and several more in Bradenton. 
They can read tthe St. Pete gang 
but tthey won’t turn their beams 
south for QSO. 


K4GOX in Bartow reports that 
there is plenty of activity in the 
center of the state. Newcomers 
to the field are W4KPH, Dave, 
frarel IANO OND) IP, . 1elebll ay aan 
Lakeland and Dave is in Lake 
Alfred. Shakespere, W4DPD is 
now on Six from Lake Wales. 
The AREC net meets Wednesday 
nights on 3 bands, 2916MC, 
50.360MC and 145.2MC. Those 
stations on six are K4DUD, K4- 
AAI, W4KVR, K4ELB, W4VOZ, 
W4EQN, W4CCC, K40IG, W1F- 
KV/4 and K4GOX. The gang 
over at Zepher Hills are W4NXA 
and K4APG, and K4TCN. K4TCN 
was mobile somewhere between 
Dade City and Zepher Hills using 
a halo when he worked K4GOX 
in Bartow. K4GOX reports that 
he was “boiling in here.” 


K4KHS in Miami reports a few 
of the Miami gang on six meters 
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MIAMI SPRINGS RADIO 
CLUB NEWS 
By Boots Gorman—K4KRB 


Field Day is on everyone’s mind 
these days. Even though it is 
still three months away, the 
MSRC members are really talk- 
ing it up. The Club naturally 
wants to be tops in Florida this 
year as do other clubs, and plans 
are being drawn for a bigger 
than ever effort by the Miami 
Springs group. 

A vote was taken recently, as 
to whether the club should join 
the newly formed South Florida 
Council of Amateur Radio Clubs. 
The vote was 10 to 7 against. 

Andy, IYT, has been elected 
Field Day Coordinator; while 
John, HQW, and Tom, GMR, are 
heading up the C. W. and A. M. 
rigs, respectively. 

So — all members keep a sharp 
look out for a good Field Day 
site and stock up on 612. 

See you all at the Orlando 
Hamfest. 


are W4CQP, Hollywood, with top 
DX honors, W4BZ an old timer, 
W4EHV, K4LVZ, W4WUU, W4- 
IDJ, K4RKV (lovely YL K4- 
LEU), W4FNR, Fort Lauderdale, 
K4HIL, Pompano Beach, K4UAX, 
K4HSW, W4HZG, K4OPH, W4- 
PMF, W1ZEJ/4 Mobile, W1H- 
OM/4, K4JES, W4TFT, W4BLW, 
K4KHL, K4JCV, K4HNS, W4- 
KKU, W4LEQ, K4PMC and K4- 
NS. (This is quite an impressive 
list and to insure due credit to 
the Miami gang we would appre- 
ciate any active six meter sta- 
tions in this area that may have 
been missed. ED). 


F2 reflection at 50MC contin- 
ued through the last of February 
and first of March. A number of 
days the band was open to the 
east and southeast with a num- 
ber of contacts into Africa. Some 
very good backscatter was ob- 
served from various directions, 
southeast, south and southwest. 
The National Bureau of Stand- 
ards stations in Chile and Peru 
reported last month still continue 
to come in almost daily. A num- 
ber of days these stations were 
definitely F2 with S9 plus sigs. 
Other times they had scatter 
sound. The times of reception for 
the most part moved to around 
the middle of the day some times 
as late as 1830EST. 


I wish to express my thanks 
to those who contributed to this 
column and please keep the news 
coming in. Mail info to reach me 
by the 12th of the month. Allen 
A. Engleman, W4RMU, P. O. 
Box 8, Oceanway, Fla. 
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Cc. A. P. RADIO IN FLORIDA 
James K. Lanahan K4ITE 


WHAT'S C. A. P. RADIO? 


That’s a question many Hams 
have asked. According to Civil 
Air Patrol Regulations it is “A 
Nationwide Radio Net for use 
in the training of Communica- 
tions Personnel and emergency 
situations.” This net follows the 
set-up of the organization i. e. 
National, Regional, Wing, Group 
and Squadron. The Nation is di- 
vided into eight regions, Florida 
being in the Southeast Region 
along with Alabama, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Missouri, Puerto Rico 
and Tennessee. Each state is a 
separate Wing composed of as 
many groups as are necessary, 
Florida having eight Groups. 

Each Wing has a Director of 
Communications to whom is is- 
sued the Base Radio License. 
Florida’s Director is Bill Cris- 
well of Bradenton and the Base 
Call is KIG-444. 

Each Wing is issued three tac- 
tical calls; one each for Fixed, 
Mobile and Aircraft Stations. 
Some are symbolic while others 
are humorous i. e. Pennsylvania 
has Keystone and Rollingstone; 
New York with Empire and Tom- 
cat; Delaware has Gabby, Vaga- 
bond and Barfly; as for Florida, 
we use birds. Sparrow for Fixed, 
Crane for Mobile and Eagle for 
Aircraft. 


WHERE IS C. A. P. ON THE 
DIAL? 


In the Southeast Region you’ll 
need a Communications type re- 
ceiver to find us. We call them 
Channels 1—2374 kc; Channel 3 
4467.5 ke (most used); Channel 5 
4585 ke. On your “Gooney Box” 
tune just above the 2 meter band 
to 148.14 Me for Channel 7. 


Most of the time you'll hear 
routine administrative traffic 
similar to that passed by the 
military stations. Usually this 
traffic is passed on scheduled 
nets which run from 7 to 9 a. m. 
and from 5 til 9 p. m. The Flor- 
ida net is at 7:30 until 8 a. m. 
Nets are called to order by the 
Wing Control Station who calls 
each of the eight Groups in order 
for traffic. Each group calls it’s 
Squadrons who eall their indi- 
vidual members for traffic or 
check-in. Nets are on both 4467.5 
ke and 148.14 me. Wing, Group 
and Squadrons using the H. F. 
while Squadrons and individuals 
use the VHF predominately. 
Since there are over 300 H. F. 
stations in the state and several 
thousand in the region we have 
been ‘pushing’ VHF for all new 


WESTERN FLORIDA NEWS 


By Frank M. Butler W4RKH 
SCM Western Florida 


Several mobiles from Pensacola 
participated in a Sports Car rally 
in So. Alabama. Cars were spac- 
ed at points around a 250 mile 
course to report passage of rac- 
ers. NCS used antenna 500’ high, 
on WALA-TV mast! Gnd wave 
coverage was up to 100 miles, on 
20,560 ke. Net mgrs. in Pensacola 
are K4IVD for 6 mtrs and W4- 
OOW for 10 mtrs. 

AXP is dusting off plans for 
hi power CW & phone rigs, also 
for satellite receiver. MS & AGM 
wkd ZE2JV for new continent on 
6. KN4TXU & K4UEA are new 
hams. K4PSB is active on 6. K4- 
RMO is bldg. on VOX unit when 
not wkg. DX. K4SOI is doing 
FB job with “Parasitics” paper. 

Ft. Walton/Eglin AFB: 5BZQ 
is trying a new HQ-150. 2 mtr 
activity is booming, with 13 sta- 
tions on. RKH is running phone 
patches regularly to Seattle & 
Alaska. K5AGN is new to the 
Eglin area. K4GVP from Talla- 
hassee was in the Plaground area 
on business. Would like to have 
more news fm over that way. 

ARRL Director “Bubber” Born, 
W4ZD, is expected to visit this 
area on his tour of the Division. 
Ten mobiles from Ft. Walton, 
plus 2 from P’cola and several 
fixed stations, participated in an 
all-night search for five young 
children. 

More details in AREC column 
of QST. W4DLO, Madison, had 
his home and all contents de- 
stroyed by fire, but is back on 
40 c. W. with borrowed parts. 


If you want your wife to listen 
to what you say, tell it to an- 
other woman in a low voice. 


individual member’s stations. 
Since their traffic is primarily 
within the Squadron and Group 
it is of the “Crosstown” variety 
and does not require the long 
skip of HF. However there are 
still too many HF stations on the 
air and at times other than nets, 
hetrodyning is constant. Added 
to this are teletype stations on 
either side of the frequency 
(4467.5kc). QRM is our middle 
name — we’re used to it. How- 
ever there is still lots of room 
for more good HF stations es- 
pecially in some locations where 
there is no station at present. 

More about us next month. 

We would like to have a C. A. 
P. column in “Skip” so the writer 
has volunteered for the chore. 
Send items about your unit’s ra- 
dio activities to: K4ITE 387 
Tamiami Canal Rd., Miami 44, 
Florida. 


Electronics Swap Shop 


The South’s Largest Dealer in Used Ham Gear 
RECEIVING EQUIPMENT 


National NC-300, like new _.._._ eee ee $319.00 
National NC-98)2 3 =. eee ee 119.00 
Hallicrafters SX-101 & calibrator, like new _.___ 329.00 
Hallicrafters ;-S-76 2 +. eae ee 99.00 
Hallicrafters S-38E,\new 2.22 2 ee 54.95 
Hallicrafters S-38 22-2) 24s. §3 2 ee 27.50 
RME-45 & spkr. Cal-O-Matic tuning with 15 meter 

band spread dial = 225 22 eee 99.00 
Elmac PMR-7A...... se ee 129.00 
Gonset Super Six Converter 39.95 
Gonset Tri-Band Converters __..._- $24.50 & 22.50 
Millen R-9er Pre-Selector 9.95 
Heathkit Q-Multiplier, wired, like new _...._ 9.95 
Heathkit: Q-Multiplier 223 eee 7.95 
Hammarlund HQ-140X, like new _.... 189.50 
Zenith Trans-Oceanic, Model T-600, like new _____. 69.00 
National HRO-Srov ee eee ee eee 69.50 

TRANSMITTING EQUIPMENT 

Collins. :32V 3). 2... 4. = Je ee $475.00 
Collins. 32V 1 ..0..c3 Sesh ee 295.00 
Johnson Viking Valiant, like new _.... 349.00 
Heathkit DX-100 very clean _ 169.00 
WRL Globe Scout, Model 65 _.. SSC 69.50 
WRL Globe Chief, Model 90 _.... 49.95 
Elmac (AF -67 2532). 2p. ee ee eee 129.50 
Elmacé (AF -67 .cc22 eee). ones) ee 119.00 
Power Supply for AF-67: James 6-12V DC _.. 34.50 
Sonar SRT-120 with Sonar VFO _... 89.00 
Sonar?10 Meter,.MB-611 Ss). 2 ews ee 9.95 


Receivers and Transmitters carry a 90-day warranty 


TEST EQUIPMENT & MISC. 


Eico Model 214 VTVM, like new _.... $25.00 
Eico Model 460 Oscilloscope, like new — 69.59 
Eico Capacitor Checker, Model 950A _ 12.50 
Jackson Tube Tester, latest chart, Model 103 25.00 
Sylvania TV Sweep Sig. Gen., Model 500, like new _. = 49.95 
Sylvania TV Marker Sig. Gen., Model, 501, like new. 49.95 
Flybacker Transformer & Yoke Tester, Model 123 ____ 15.50 
National Union Tube Checker, Videotron CRT — 9.95 
Setchell Carlson 50 watt amplifier 39.95 
3 units Vocatron Intercoms (wireless) —......_- 30.00 


We pay CASH for your gear or will take your gear in TRADE 


WANTED: 
ment, etc. 


Russ Patterson - W4CPG 


1733%4 W. Hillsboro (U.S. 92) 
Tampa 3, Florida 
Bus: REdwood 6-0919 
Open Daily 8:30 to 5:30 
Wednesday 8:30 to 1:00 
Saturday 8:30 to 5:00 


All types transmitters, receivers, test equip- 


Res: WEbster 4-8816 


Free Parking 
Front and Rear 


ee em ts 


DADE COUNTY CIVIL 
DEFENSE 


By Lois A. Spencer W4ZXK 


Dade County can be duly proud 
of its newly constructed Civil 
Defense Control Center located 
at 5600 S. W. 87th Ave., Miami, 
Fla. Phone MO1-4281. 


The control center building is 
110 feet long by 80 feet wide, 
constructed with walls and ceil- 
ing two feet thick containing 6,- 
800,000 pounds of cement in the 
building and 3,600,000 pounds of 
cement in the roof along with 90 
tons of steel. There are NO win- 
dows, only three 800 pound doors 
of laminated steel. This building 
alone cost approximately 
$175,00.00. 


The eleven rooms consist of an 
office, main control room with an 
18 foot ceiling, communications 
room, transmitter room, training 
office, power panel, water well 
control room, 150 KW automatic 
diesel power plant room, air con- 
ditioning filter room, air condi- 
tioning room containing a 20 ton 
reverse cycle unit, completely 
equipped all electric kitchen, two 
showers and locker and storage 
rooms. There are 21 drop-down 
bunks for sleeping in the long 
hallway. 


The Communication Center is 
one of the most complete set-up 
of its kind and equipped with 
various test equipment and radio 
equipment which includes two 
GPR-90’s and HRO-60 receivers. 
The transmitters are Johnson 
Valiant, Collins KWS-1, Johnson 
Viking II-CDC, complete with 
VFO, Gonset Communicator II 
with 200 watt VHF power ampli- 
fier, Gonset fixed frequency 
transmitter/receiver and a Cona- 
lert Monitor receiver. (See photo 
elsewhere in this issue.) 


In addition the communication 
bus has a B&W5100 and a Collins 
75A-3, 6 FM Motorola transmit- 
ter/receivers and a Gonset fixed 
frequency transmitter/receiver, a 
25 watt public address system, 
and a 50 foot telescoping mast. 
The bus also has a 3 KW emer- 
gency power plant built in rear. 
There are also other rescue 
trucks with radio equipment plus 
a 10 KW gasoline emergency 
power plant on a separate trailer. 


The antennae now being used 
at the control center are a 3 
element stacked colinier up 135 
feet high on 2 meters (147 Mc.), 
a ground plane dipole about 115 
feet high on 155.37 Mc., a Heavy 
duty coaxial dipole on 10 meters 
approximately 60 feet up and a 
temporary five band trap an- 


SARASOTA HAM NEWS 
By Bill W4TRS 


Like pulling teeth, trying to 
get any information from hams 
to print. Seems they are afraid of 
seeing their name in print. So 
here goes with what I have. 


We first want to give a big 
hand to our new club prexy W4- 
WHF Larry Loper, he has cer- 
tainly livened up the meetings 
with interesting demonstrations 
on varies phases of ham radio. 
At last night’s meeting W4EGG 
Chuck, gave a very interesting 
show using a reflected power 
meter, and can say everyone 
learned something. 


Thought the roof would fall in 
when we saw W4HNY at the 
meeting, first time in seven 
years. Wonder what we did to 
bring him back 

The boys decided to set a fre- 
quency to use on six meters, 
51.18 me. as.a local net freq. 
There is a new ham in town work- 
ing six, W3LLL/4 handle War- 
ren. W4GJO contacted Chile, 
Peru, and Argentina on six in the 
space of 15 minits. 


tenna for 75 and 40, also a folded 
dipole for KWS-1 on 39938ke 
about 50 feet high. 


As a result of the combined 
efforts of Dade County Radio 
Officer, John F. Porter W4KGJ, 
and Electronics Technician in 
charge of equipment, Bob Wat- 
son W4DTV, and others the com- 
munications plan for the RACES 
program has met with approval. 
At present code and_ theory 
classes are being conducted each 
week by Mr. Porter and Mr. 
Watson at CD control for all 
persons interested in getting a 
Novice license with over a hun- 
dred persons in the class. 


Information can be obtained 
and traffic handled through the 
CD station K4TFS operated by 
Bob Watson. The frequencies 
monitored are as follows: 147 
me, 145.26 me., 7230kce., 29,500ke 
and 3910ke from 0900 to 13800 
and 1400 to 1700 EST Monday 
through Friday. Calls will be 
answered for a frequency or 
equipment check or important 
traffic to the Miami area. 


Plans are being formulated for 
monthly drills, using Q) as- 
signed calls, frequencies and pro- 
cedures. If you get a channce, 
stop in and see us. 


Q. What is the one time a 
woman won’t look into a mirror? 

A. When she’s pulling out of 
a parking space. 


LAKE AMATEUR RADIO 
ASSOCIATION 
Edited by W8CX/4 


The hardest part of starting to 
write is getting started. (ed. — 
Amen). For several days you 
think of things to say, and then 
when you sit down in front of the 
mill to peck them out “poof” not 
an idea in your head. 


“Hi Pockets” Lamar, W4IFZ 
left for Erica, Va., where he is 
going to shovel snow off his farm 
(?) and catch a few hawks. (Any 
one we know?). You’d think he 
would at least wait until he got 
warmed all the way thru before 
going. Sorry to see you go La- 
mar, and hurry back. (Ed. We 
miss that “thump” when you 
throw your carrier on 40 phone 
down here. AC). 


VDY and IDC our ex-coffee 
maker promoted to secretary, 
spurred on my special reminders 
from CX to VDY, finally found 
the club incorporation papers and 
by-laws, whicih Bob promptly in- 
flicted on the club attendance. 

Understand Art, W4FE (4 
Fried Eggs) has applied for 
membership. Any ham experience 
Art? Al, GYB showed up on net 
last Sunday. Been a long time 
since he has been heard. Under- 
stand he has 6 meter rig in his 
plane but has to fly circles 
around SXJ since the thing radi- 
ates only from tthe side, tthe 
engine and tail cutting off fore 
and aft radiation. 


Seems Phil, YBZ of Happy 
Mullet fame is now servicing 
TVs and don’t get in until late at 
night. “Deliveries!! he says. 8C- 
X/4 finally has the Elmacs work- 
ing but his bell wire J ant. is 
allergic to wet weather. 


Earl, Ran is reputedly building 
a house, so finds it hard to make 
meetings. Bob, SXJ has the idea 
that hame who want “Morons” 
certificates should apply for 
them after required three con- 
tacts, by QSL card showing dates 
of call-ins and giving correct 
mailing address. Thinks it would 
save the C. I. a lot of time. 

Help! Help! If you have any 
items of interest, ham-ads, ANY- 
THING, give them to SXJ or 
myself or mail them to Box 185, 
Leesburg. This column could get 
kinda dull for all hands if you 
leave it up to just one man. Send 
it in please. 


SAFETY FIRST 


Switch to safety. Ground it! 
Don’t take any chances! Life is 
rough enough without gone ’en 
gettin’ yourself killed. 
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WINTER HAVEN AMATEUR 
RADIO ASSOCIATION 
By K4GOX 


The revised RACES plan is 
ready and in the mail to the state 
communications officer and pos- 
sibly may be well on the way to 
final approval by the time you 
read this. Of significance, is the 
fact that approval of this plan 
will put POLK County in a posi- 
tion to buy communication equip- 
ment on the approved list with 
matching funds. That is, the 
Federals will put up half the 
booty. 

Not that we’re smart, but the 
first of the year, the state offi- 
cials put out a bulletin to the 
effect that No further approval 
would be given on equipment in 
the ten meter band .. . specific- 
ally they said due to excellent 
SKIP conditions that band is 
about useless for CD. This more 
or less justifies all the Squawk- 
ing this editor has done concern- 
ing 6 and above. 

Just for the record, the new 
frequency assignments for the 
county are 29.6, 50.37, 145.21 and 
220.15 Mes. 

In case W4KPH’s call isn’t 
familiar, Dave Schick, former 
member of WHARA and _ head 
knocker at WGTO, is now on the 
air on six. CCC is UHFing with 
a pair of ARC-5’s. But, the Gra- 
ham “cracker,” is cutting his 
code teeth with the usual amount 
of pain. AAI has the mobile con- 
verter installed and listens to 
spark plugs with an attentive 
ear. EQN threatens to meet all 
three AREC nets some Wednes- 
day night. MIO clears the air- 
ways for the rest of us (has 
ANYBODY ever worked him?) 
You should have heard JER and 
the portable 2 friend. OIG will 
be back before long, having only 
another week on the graveyard- 
shift. 

KQX’s success with the Ex- 
plorer and the favorable public- 
ity connected with it, is a credit 
not only to WHARA, but to hams 
everywhere. Our congratulations 
to Steve and those working with 
him. 

Current project is the prepar- 
ation for hidden trannsmitter 
hunts and is coming along pretty 
well. VOZ, ELB and AAT are 
working together to find the best 
idea for the rest of us to copy. 
Preliminary samples were shown 
at the last meeting. 

KDN is carrying the burden for 
all of us, as far is traffic handl- 
all of us, as far as traffic handl- 
ing by club members is concern- 
ed. He meets FN and GN also 
4RN. Nice going Herb! 
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BEHIND THE GREEN KEYS 
Don Wiggins, W4EHU 


FLASH!!! Radioteletype has 
now come of age! The new edi- 
tion of the ARRL Handbook has 
devoted space to RTTY! Their 
treatment is not the best but at 
least we are “officially” recog- 
nized now! The W2PAT con- 
verter is shown and is a simple 
circuit for a first try. My recom- 
mendation is to omit the polar 
relay and use the single ended 
circuit. I have several good, sim- 
ple converter circuits which I will 
be glad to send along for a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope. 


FLORIDA ACTIVITY... 


The Miami area takes the spot- 
light this month thanks to a 
newsy note from Andy. Bob, 
W4BWQ is giving his index fin- 
ger a rest while he builds a new 
shack and gets his antenna farm 
cultivated ...K4IFR, Chester, is 
a 14me RTTYer and is getting 
out fine. There is some DX to be 
worked up above the fone band. 
Bill, W4HGE is doing a lot of 
printing with a new converter. 
Hope to see you on the keyboard 
end soon, Bill. W4AYV, Nat, in 
Umatilla, says he has “really got 
the bug” and is getting a Model 
26. Nat says that W2ZKV in NY 
has Model 26’s for immediate de- 
livery at $75 plus $15 for crating 


and delivery to station. Fred, 
W4WMU is on from Miami 
Beach. (See “Station of the 


Month”. Bert, W4EAS has or- 
dered some toroids and is getting 
ready to build a_ super-duper 
terminal unit. W4WMN, Albert 
in Jax is all fixed up with an 


WELCOME-— 


TO ALL HAMS 
DROP 


COME 


REMEMBER — You are as near to IT as your nearest telephone 


ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT CO. 


2701 N.W. 42nd Avenue 
“LeJeune Road Near The Airport” 


improved converter and is build- 
ing up a crystal FSK circuit for 
the Florida MARS frequency... 
If you are active on RTTY and 
don’t find your call here, it’s your 
fault!!! Drop us a QSL and give 
us the dope . 
NATIONAL ACTIVITY ... 
The RTTY Sweepstakes during 
February brought out a real 
gang. Some of the “big guns” 
were giving out message num- 
bers up near the hundred mark! 
DL4AT in Stuttgart, Germany 
gave a bunch of the boys a thrill 
on 14 me. Also, 15 meters pro- 
duced some Far East DX con- 
tacts. W4 land has been conspic- 
uous by its absence on RTTY for 
several years but things are dif- 
ferent now! We worked several 
around the Southeast in the SS. 


Had a nice letter from Riley, 
W4RRH, SCM for North Caro- 
lina who is on 40 and 80 with a 
Model 15 and Viking CDC II. He 
lists W4EKB, W4CVU and K4- 
RRG also on the air in N. C. with 
four more having ordered print- 
ers! Let’s not let them get ahead 
of Florida... Also via W4RRH 
comes word that W7OLL of the 
Northwest RTTY Cociety has 
Model 26’s which the Society gets 
direct from the wire companies 
for about $55. Don’t know what 
it would cost shipped to Florida. 


SOURCES OF PRINTERS... 

Most machines which get into 
mateur hands are those declared 
surplus or obsolete by AT&T, 
WU and other companies. They 
release them at “scrap” prices 
to organized amateur groups 
who pledge that the equipment 
will not get back into commercial 
use. There are several such soc- 
ieties around the US which have 
incorporated as non-profit organ- 


IN SOUTH FLORIDA 


AMPHENOL and many others. 


PHONE NE 5-0421 


IN AND PAY US A _ VISIT 


WE ARE FACTORY AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS FOR RAYTHEON * NATIONAL * MILLEN 
PREMAX * E. F. JOHNSON * EIMAC * CORNELL-DUBILIER * CLEGG * SYLVANIA 


IN AND LOOK AROUND 
IF YOU DON’T SEE IT — ASK FOR IT - - - 


We Have Direct Airex Connections With The New York Market Through Our 
Associate Firm ELECTRONICS EQUIPMENT, Inc., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


izations. It migiht be worthwhile 
to consider such an organization 
in the Southeast and I would be 
glad to correspond with anyone 
interested in forming such a 
group. Merrill, W6AEE tells me 
that their society is negotiating 
to obtain Model 15 printers which 
the wire companies will eventu- 
ally replace with the new Model 
28. This will be a real boon to the 
RTTY boys! Let’s think about 
this down here. . 


AUTOSTART... 

The ultimate in ham communi- 
cation might well be RTTY using 
autostart. In the large popula- 
tion areas there are often 50 to 
100 stations on 2 meter RTTY 
and many of them build low- 
drain receiving systems which 
are left on a net frequency 24 
hours a day. By means of a relay 
operated from the presence of 
an incoming carrier, anyone else 
con start up their printer and 
leave a message at any time. 
Other systems are to have the 
receiver turn on by clock switch 
during a five minute period at 
the beginning of each hour a,nd 
to have “selective”? calling 
schemes. Understand that K4IFR 
is trying to build up interest in 
the Miami area for 2 meter work 
... Maybe you all could try auto- 
start, Chester ... This type of 
autostart is not suitable for the 
low frequency bands, of course, 
because we would have CW sta- 
tions, foregin fones, etc. starting 
up our printers! 


W9TCJ in Williams Bay, Wisc. 
came up with a clever low fre- 
quency system. Bob uses a BC 
Q5er with a crystal controlled 
converter set onn 3624 ke with a 
very simple three tube terminal 
unit running 24 hrs/day ... Line 


MIAMI 42, FLORIDA 


FORT MYERS AMATEUR 
RADIO CLUB 


By Mike Wyzga, KN4OBD 

Harry Fishel, W4CQZ, our 
Club president offered his thanks 
to all Club members for the out- 
standing work accomplished dur- 
ing the operation of the Fort 
Myers Amateur Radio Club booth 
at the Southwest Florida Fair in 
February at Terry Park. 

The following letter was sent 
to Ken Stewart, W4SMK: “Dear 
Mr. Stewart: My warm thanks to 
you for the wonderful work you 
did in the booth of the FMARC, 
Southwest Florida Fair, Febru- 
ary 3-8, 1958, Fort Myers, Fla. 

I join the fine tribute from 
your colleagues, Brother Ama- 
teurs, to say you richly deserve 
many thanks for the splendid ser- 
vice to the men of your own 
“interests,” to the people of our 
State of Florida and to the peo- 
ple of the United States. We 
know you were instrumental in 
sending over 205 messages to all 
parts of the United States and 
several Overseas locations. 

I sincerely hope you will find 
work happiness and satisfaction 
as you offered to us and to our 
work. Cordially yours, Harry L. 
Fishel, W4CQZ, President. 

A Johnston “Matchstick” an- 
tenna will be available for the 
Club’s use during any emergency 
atop the Crescent Building, where 
we meet. 

The code class at the Fort 
Myers School is well under way. 
Records for the course, code les- 
sons were loaned by KN40OBD. 

With 20 members at our last 
meeting, the club seems to be 
growing and growing. Why noe 
brang along a friend to our next 
meeting? See you there. 


drain about 60 watts... At the 
output of the converter is a tuned 
reed relay which is very “high 
Q” and requires about five sec- 
onds of 60 cycle FSK signal to 
build up and energize the printer 
control relay. The transmitting 
station sends this 60 cps FSK 
signal with a lone-energized po- 
lar relay in series with his key- 
board. The printer control relay 
locks up and then the trans- 
mitting station sends his mes- 
sage. When the carrier is cut the 
printer control relay releases and 
that’s that. Simple, is it not? I 
have started up Bob’s machine 
and sent him messages with only 
200 watts input although the 
system is primarily for short 
range work. Would any one like 
to work with me in trying such 
a system here in Florida? ???? 
This should be the thing for ex- 
pediting traffic. 


A WORD TO THE WISE 
MICROPHONE TECHNIQUE: 


Try to put some tone in your 
voice instead of talking rapidly 
and jerkily. If you must cough, 
cover the mike. Avoid smacking 
the lips and inhaling or exhaling 
too close to the mike. If you 
ean’t think of anything to say, 
then turn it back to the other 
fellow. 


QONVERSATIONAL SUB- 
JECTS: Make the rig descrip- 
tions brief unless the other fellow 
asks for details. Avoid controver- 
sial subjects like politics and 
religion and never criticize your 
government on the air. 


DON’T BE A BORE: Be con- 
siderate of the other fellow. 
Don’t make antenna tests, xmtr 


adjustments, telephone calls or 
other time-consuming interrup- 
tions without checking first to 
see if it is OK with your contact. 
Don’t put your children on the 
air to “show off.” 


USE OF PHONETICS: Pho- 
netics are fine tools of communi- 
cations, provided you don’t over- 
do. Don’t use phonetics on com- 
mon names when handling traf- 
fic. Brown need not be over-done 
by saying Baker-Robert-etc. Use 
your head when using phonetics. 


DESIGNATIONS: Avoid cook- 
ing up your own designations. In 
the Amateur Service, there are 
only 5 designation, i. e., Fixed — 
Portable — Mobile — Martime 
Mobile and Aeronautical Mobile. 
Confusion may occur at times 
within the first two categories. 
FCC Rules Governing the Ama- 
teur Radio Service, Section 12.4 


ABBREVIATIONS 


Here are some abbreviations in 
GI originated message that may 


be worrying you: AACS—Air- 
ways and Air Communication 
Services. APO — Army Post 


Office. ASAP—As soon as pos- 
sible. CLN, Colon. — CMM — 
Comma. CO—Commanding offi- 
cer, or Company. COMM—Com- 
munications. DET—Detachment. 
DTG—Date time group. ETA— 
Estimated time of Arrival. ETD 
—Estimated time of Departure. 
LTR —Letter. PAREN —Paren- 
theses. PD—Period. RPT—Re- 
peat. TDY—Temporary Duty. 
URMSG—yYour Message. ZI Zone 
of the Interior (usually means 
the U. S.) 


FLASH — FLASH 
VACATION WITH PAY 
FOR AMATEUR 


Word reached SKIP from 
W4YI in Sarasota that a 
friend of his, Capt. Jim 
Crawford (call unknown), is 
looking for a General Class 
Amateur to operate his Col- 
lins KW-SSB rig and an- 
other rig on 2,638ke during 
the Miami - Panama _ Boat 
races April 12th. All ex- 
penses will be paid by Jim. 
He Also will send the Ama- 
teur back by airplane to 
Miami. Races will last about 
9 days. If interested, con- 
tact Capt. Crawford aboard 
his Yacht “Dirig II” at the 
Snead Island Boat Works in 
Palmetto, Florida, via phone, 
Bradenton 2-6508 at once. 
Amateur must report aboard 
in Miami by April 10th. 
Good luck! 


CREDO 


I believe in working, not weep- 
ing; in boosting, not knocking; 
and in the pleasure of my job. 

I believe that a man gets what 
he goes after, that one deed done 
today is worth two deeds to- 
morrow, and that no man is down 
and out until he has lost faith in 
himself. 


I believe in today, and in the 
work I am doing, in tomorrow 
and the work I hope to do, and in 
the sure reward which the fu- 
ture holds. 


I believe in courtesy, in kind- 
ness, in good cheer, in friendship. 


Such has been the constantly 
increasing use of radio-activity 
in thte field of medicine that it’s 
estimated more lives have been 
saved by the atom today than 
were destroyed in the Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki explosions. 


Two cowboys were about to 
leave for a trip through the Ari- 
zona Desert. One of them was 
talking to a stranger who in- 
quired about their equipment. 
“My pardner and me are travelin’ 
light,” said the cowpoke. ‘“He’s 
taking nuthin’ but a jug of whis- 
ky for rattlesnake bites.” “And 
what are you taking?” asked the 
stranger. “Two rattlesnakes!” 


Then this—Bop musician to 
man leading a duck down the 
street on a string: “I don’t dig 
your son, Dad, but he’s got a real 
crazy pair of shoes.” 


Responsible person: one who is 
responsible for things going 
wrong. 


and 12.5 differentiate by stating 
a portable station is not operated 
while in motion while a mobile 
station is ordinarily used while 
such a unit is in motion. 


TESTING: There is only one 
place to test and that is on a 
dummy antenna. A light bulb of 
suitable wattage across the r. f. 
output of your xmtr will furnish 
a load for testing modulation and 
you can whistle into the mike at 
your heart’s content without dis- 
cumberating your fellow ama- 
teurs on already crowded bands. 


AMATEURS VS THE ENG- 
LISH LANGUAGE: A certain 
amount of informality is desir- 
able in radio contacts. To a lesser 
degree, this holds true in writing 
for amateur radio publications. 
There is no excuse, however, for 
pure slaughter of the English 
language. The writer is not re- 
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ferring to the use of baby-talk 
as “bestes regardes” (“73”s) but 
to straight, illiterate mistakes 
that would merit an “F” in Eng- 
lish in any Jr. High School. 


PREGNANT OPERATORS: 
Any period of listening on the 
phone bands brings to ear many 
statements such as “we are run- 


ning a DxX-100,” “we have no 
traffic,’ “we work at the local 
TV station” ... Further listen- 


ing reveals the fact that the 
speaker is operating a one-oper- 
ator station, which leads to the 
conclusion that the speaker must 
be pregnant and is “speaking for 
two.” The puzzling part of the 
whole procedure is the deep mas- 
culine voice of some of the preg- 
nant individuals. 


(Thanks to W5AXT) 


Reno, Nevada, is farther west 
than Los Angeles, Calif. Look 
at the map! 


When you pay a visit to our 
advertisers tell them you saw it 
in Florida Skip — PLEASE! 


A reckless driver usually winds 
up six feet under, 

A reckless operator only gets to 
be known as a lid. 


SPECIAL THIS 


5933/807-W (Ruggedized 807) 


Tired of summer heat, winter 
cold? Like a place where it never 
goes below 63 degrees, or above 
90? That’s the Fiji Islands, in the 
South Pacific. And besides the 
DX is excellent. 


A woman’s way of meeting ex- 
penses is to introduce them to 
her husband. 


SAY YOU SAW IT— 
IN FLORIDA SKIP 


MONTH ONLY 
List $12.85 — Our Price $1.25 


851 HI-MU TRIODE (1 KW JUG) List $299—Our Price $6.95 
9GP7 CATH-RAY (Magnetic FD) List $50 — Our Price $4.95 


These Tubes are Guaranteed Government Surplus. 
Why Pay More? 


Our Stock of Receiving, Transmitting, & Special Purpose 
Tubes is the LARGEST IN THE SOUTH 


U. N. ELECTRONICS, INC. 


3915 N.W. 25th Street 
Miami 42, Florida 


Open Daily 9 to 5 
Saturday 9 to 1 


Member of 
Miami C. of C. 


Phone: 
NEwton 3-2591 
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GATOR GOSSIP 
By Ham K4SJH 


Looks as though the old Gator 
Net is coming alive once more. 
New calls checking in and some 
of the old ones doing it more 
often. Still too many checking in 
too seldom, so much so that we 
wonder if perhaps there is some- 
thing we can do to make it more 
attractive. Traffic has jumped 
considerably. If we can keep it up 
we could achieve sectional status. 
Still doing business at the same 
old stand — 7105 kse at 1000 
Monday through Saturday at 10 
WPM maximum speed. Come in 
and get your feet wet, C. W. is 
fun! 

Parenthesis indicates number 
of times checked in. K4COO Tom, 
Auburndale (23) Glad to hear 
that you are now ready to take 
over an NCS slot Tom. We know 
you can do it and you can be 
sure that everyone will help you 
get started. 

K4AYX Joe, Patrick (21) The 
same goes for you Joe. A good 
net to get the hang of it and you 
won’t feel alone. K4KDN Herb, 
Winter Haven (16) Here is a 
“Ham” that’s in there pitching 
all the time. Thanks for all the 
traffic Herb and for the super- 
ior job of handling the net. 

W4TAS Hank, Bradenton (16) 
Sure sorry Hank. Hope you lick 
that flu soon. Nice to hear you on 
again but take it easy. You CAN 
write can’t you. Fine articles 
Hank — keep i tup. 

K4AEE Dave, Miami Springs 
(14) Glad to hear you on so often 
Dave. Bib improvement in your 
CW work believe me. Keep it up. 
K4AHW Al, Hialeah (13) Miss 
hearing you very often lately Al. 
Having troubles? We need good 
operators like you so don’t get 
lost. K4BH Bob, St. Pete (10) 
Thought we heard you on VFO 
Bob. Now you can really swish in. 

W4I1YT Andy, Miami Springs 
(10) Some day in that QTH up- 
stairs you will be able to Ham to 
your heart’s content without any 
. other jobs. Still don’t know how 
you do it but maybe it’s youth 
(?). (Ed Note: Nope!) 

K4BR Bill, Debary (11) Have 
not heard you on GN much lately 
Bill. What’s cooking? Hope the 
SWR coupler does the job. Sorry 
so late getting it to you. The 
“bug”? saved my life. 

W4WDxX Bill, Sarasota (8) 
Don’t hear you very often Bill but 
you are still doing better than 
some. Come when you can. K4- 
RBJ Dave, Wauchula (12) Sorry 
you had such a rough time to 


check in. W4EKU Jess, Ft. Pierce 
(8) We know you are busy Jess. 
Give us a short break when you 
can. 


K4FGD Lud, Myrtle Beach SC 
(7) Watch out for tthe traffic 
Lud because soon you will be get- 
ting it. Thanks a million for just 
checking in so often with just a 
QRU from the net. W4SMK Ken, 
Fort Myers (7) Want to thank 
you for tthe loads of faiir traffic. 
We know you can’t make it be- 
cause of school. Do it when you 
can. W4IMU EV, Miami (6) 
Newcomer to our ranks and al- 
ready NCS. Good operator and 
fine fellow. Glad to se you EV. 


W4DWI Henry, Orlando (5) 
We know the cold weather kept 
you QRT there Henry but hope 
to see you more often now. Keep 
well. K4MTH Wayne, Melbourne 
(5) Sorry your work will keep 
you from joining us Wayne. Come 
in when you can get a minute. 

K4FEK Chas, Miami (4) Hello 
stranger. W4SDR MN,, Daytona 
(4) Also hello stranger. K4RLL 
Ed, St. Pete (4) Another sur- 
prise NCS coming up. Pretty 
new too. Welcome to the fold 
and we know you can handle it. 
Thanks. K4DSN Howie, Jax (1) 
has promised to check in at least 
once a week. 1000 finds him in 
school. 


W4PZT Ulmer tells me he 
can’t make it on account of work 
but does pass traffic for. the net 
at an earlier time. Thanks a lot. 

People we would like to make 
friends with and influence: 

K4ABV — K4GPI — W4GAN 
— K4TFS — K4BNE — W4FFF 
— W4JGD — W4MRA — K4OIF 
=—W 4S Ag — m4 OY Bee 
IWM — W4FWF — K4MFE — 
Come around and see us. 


STATISTICS: From Jan. 30 to 
Feb. 26 inclusive. Passed 215 
messages and had 249 QNI which 
included 38 stations. Covered 26 
hours operating time in 24 oper- 
ating days. Averages: 8.96 mes- 
sages and 9.96 QNI per day. 


Remarks from “The Old Brass 


Pounder:“ A traffic net — han- 
dles traffic — quickly — effi- 
ciently — accurately. To handle 


traffic there must BE traffic. 
There are two ways to get traffic 
— from other nets — or by 
ORIGINATION. To use an old 
Western Union saying “Don’t 
Write — Telegraph.” Instead of 
informally passing information 
put a number on it and pass it 
through the traffic nets. Traffic 
is the lifeblood of an net. Keep 
it flowing and “spread the load.” 
To attract traffic into the net 
there must be good coverage 
so — QNI. Don’t develop a glass 
arm, use the QN signals. 


A P O TRAFFIC TIPS 


Our thanks to Leo Young, 
W3WV and WATCHWORDS 
(Morning Watch Bulletin) for the 
following very important info on 
APO traffic. Leo says: 


“The APO number is always 


required. It is important. Make 
sure it is transmitted or copied 
correctly. 

Never transmit a message 


without deleting the place of des- 
tination, that is, country, city, 
etc. Use the APO number only. 
Originator should instruct the 
person filing an APO that this 
is a requirement. 

When originating APO mes- 
sages, endeavor to keep them 
under 20 words, unless of great 
importance. APO everseas out- 
lets are usually heavily loaded. 

Most APO New York traffic is 
handled via WAR (Army) or 
AIR (Air Force) from Washing- 
ton, D. C. Therefore, net oper- 
ators should route such traffic in- 
to Washington, D. C. not New 
York City. 

Pacific and Alaska _ traffic 
ordinarily is routed to the West 
via the regular traffic nets. 


Death messages: Messages of 
direct notification of death are 
NOT ACCEPTED by MARS. Any 
such message should be sent to 
the Commanding Officer, the 
Chaplain, or the Red Cross for 
notification or delivery. 

FPO (Fleet Post Office) traf- 
fic: MARS does not accept FPO 
messages. Amateurs on the East 
Coast have no FPO outlet. Any 
FPO message that is handled is 
finally mailed to the address 
given. A message mailed from 
NYC or vicinity may save the 
originator some time. Originator 
should be advised of this situa- 
tion. Airmail is to be recommend- 
ed, or if of great importance, the 
use of official facilities. 

Some nets use MARS members 
to put APO traffic directly into 
the MARS system. (I have heard 
that this is a slow route.) The 
Air Force does apparently allow 
some of its stations to work di- 
rectly overseas, but I do not have 
a list, and I was informed that 
they prefer general amateur APO 
traffic to be routed into Wash- 
ington. 

Each APO number is for a 
separate location and the city 
(N. Y., S. F. or Seattle) is given 
only to guide handlers. The same 
number never appears in ad- 
dresses for other cities. For ex- 
ample, APO 864 is a New York 
number; there is no APO 864 in 
San Francisco or Seattle. 

Traffic addressed to the fol- 
lowing APO numbers will not be 
accepted for transmission via 


NEWCOMER’S CORNER 


This issue of SKIP welcomes a 
recent new ham, Tom Trovillion, 
K4OWI who was licensed last 
December. Tom is a postal em- 
ployee and lives in Maitland, 
Florida. He is somewhere around 
the dangerous age of 40, has a 
fine XYL and 3 junior ops. Tom 
claims that all his equipment is 
the sorriest ever and some of it 
looks that way but he is hard at 
work on DXCC with only 95 
countries to go! Not bad for a 
DX-35 with two tubes missing. 
Tom is antenna bound to 15 and 
40 at present but if you ever hear 
a voice that sounds like a family 
of aradillos crawling on _ shell- 
rock, give him a_ break-break. 
(This info was sent in by a 
friend see) 


SKIP would like to start a new 
column devoted to the “new ham.” 
How about sending in stories on 
newcomers to amateur radio? 
Send along their address so we 
can send them a copy of Skip. 
Lets give these guys a big wel- 
come into Amateur Radio. Do 
you remember when you first 
received your ticket? The thrill 
of receiving that little envelope 
from FCC? Man, I do! That’s 
one nevelope I still have tucked 
away in my old log. Send in your 
stories, news items and jokes 
(clean) to FLORIDA SKIP, Box 
501, Miami Springs, Fla. 


Attention .... 
(Continued From Page 1) 


have sat down and catalogued 
every ham in town. FLORIDA 
SKIP is looking for these lists 
and we believe we can reward 
you for your efforts. To avoid 
duplication, drop us a ecard first, 
and we will advise our plan. 


The length of a man’s life de- 
pends not so much on the star 
under which he was born now- 
adays as the color of the light 
when he crosses the street. 


MARS. (These are 
numbers.) 

22, 81, 120, 124, 125, 2Gsete re 
129, 133, 147, 167, 179/186 egos 
192, 198, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 
199, 202, 210, 212; 214, 218))232; 
233, 236, 237, 240, 241, 242, 243. 

Only Official traffic will be 
sent to the following APO num- 
bers. (Since “official” traffic nor- 
mally should remain in “official” 
channels, amateurs should re- 
fuse all traffic for these num- 
bers: 30, 113, 116, 117, 118. Traf- 
fic bearing FPO addresses will 
not be accepted via MARS cir- 
cuits. 


restricted 


SWAP BUY SELL 


NOTE: Florida Skip does not 
assume any responsibility for 
condition, price, etc. of any item 
listed in this column. 


This column is FREE to any Li- 
censed Radio Amateur. There is no 
'limit to the number of items an 
- individual may list. All listings are 
: eancelled each month. If your list- 
‘ing is not moved, it will be neces- 


jsary to relist the following month. 
(a ees 
‘Will Swap: RTTY Model 26 for SSB 
gear. Jim Stevens, W4HCQ, P. O. 
Box 187, Ocala. 


For Sale: NC-200 with speaker. Hot 
as Vanguard I on takeoff. 304-TL, 
new $5.00 each. Have several G. E. 
Hi voltage plate transformers, state 
needs. Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape 
Dr., Miami Springs, TU8-3874, 


HELP WANTED: Wanted, Hams 
who want to make electronics busi- 
ness their future. We would like to 
receive applications of those inter- 
ested in working for the fastest 
growing lBHlectronic Distributor in 
the South. Experience not necessary, 
we will train you. Write or send 
resume to Frank Gantz, W4ICH, 
Pres., Electronic Supply, 61 N. E. 
9th Street, Miami 32, Florida. 


For Sale: Viking II with Viking 
VFO. $150.00. SX-96 receiver with 
R-46 speaker and 100 ke crystal 
calibrator. $150.0. Mosely V. P. 3 
element 2 meter beam $30.00. Don 
Wolford, W4ERJ, 6333 N. W. Miami 
Pl., Miami. 


Wanted: Communicator II or III. 
Will swap Speed Graphic 2-1/2x3-1/4 
with flash gun, GE light meter, 


range finder, filters, film pack 
adaptor, 12 cut film holders, sun 
shade, carrying case véith misc. 


other items. Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 
Lenape Drive, Miami Springs, Fla. 
TUS8-3874. 


Go West young man, go west. “HAM 
TRADER,” P. O. Box 1095, Gardena, 
Calif. Ideal for hams who like to 
swap, sell and buy for only a buck 
a year. Send for free sample. 


DON’T FORGET the Ocala Hamfest 
tickets go on sale after the Orlando 
Hamfest is over. Write to Silver 
Springs Radio Club, Inc., Box 150, 
Ocala, Fla. for tickets. See write-up 
in Florida Skip next month for de- 
tails. 


For Sale: Factory wired Globe 
Scout. Model 65A and a NC-98 re- 
ceiver both in very good condition. 
Kent S. Bowron K4KXE, Box 866, 
Umatilla, Fla. 


For Sale: Complete mobile rig. El- 
mac AF-67 transmitter with 6 volt 
supply and mounting rack for trans- 
mitter. 6 volt coax relay. PMR6A 
receiver with Elmac power supply. 
8 foot whip and mount. Mike head- 
set and all instruction books. Com- 
plete $250.00. Tubes 4X150A $20. pair. 
4-400A $6 pair. 4-125A $3 pair, 6146 
$3.5 each. 829B $5.00 each. DowKey 
coax 110 V. relay $5. Bud KW low 
pass filter Model LF601 $10.00. Vik- 
ing 6N2 transmitter $120.00 FOB 
Sarasota. Judge L. Bodycote, K4- 
ae Route 38, Box 70B-3, Sarasota, 
a. 


Don’t forget the pictures and short 
stories are wanted too: Florida Skip, 
Box 501, Miami Springs, Fla. 


For Sale: 40 Watt Homebrew trans- 


mitter, 10 and 15 Meters AM CW. 
Complete in 20 x 12 x 18 cabinet, in- 
cluding modulator and power supply. 
PP 28626 final, PP 6L6 modulator. 
Professional built, $35. Call after 6 
p. m. PL-7-1304, Fred Clement, K4- 
QHH, 900 NW 42 St., Miami. 


For Sale: Healthkit DX-20 $30, KW 
power supply, excellent with nearly 
complete grounded grid KW _ with 
tubes $85.00. CDR TR-2 rotator $20. 
WANTED: SSB exciter, State price, 
condition and any other particulars. 
I am particularly interested in 10B, 
20A and B&W-51B ete., Joseph S. 
Roskoa, K4CTU, 135 N. W. 185th St., 
Miami 50, Fla. Phone MU1-5701. 


For Sale: DxX-100 with JT-30 mike 
$200. Keith M. Ryall K4JJZ, RR No. 
1, Box 962, Melbourne, Fla. 


LETS SWAP: Have A-1 condition 
Harvey-Wells TBS-50D complete 
with VFO and power supply. Works 
all ham bands including 2 meters 
CW and phone. Will trade for any 
one of the following Cameras, Rollie, 
Canon, Nikon, Ikonta IV or Leica. 
W. W. King W4IVM, 5501 N. W. 
12th Ave., Miami, Fla. 


VP-557 Dual Mallory Vibropack, 6 
volt input, 325v at 130 MA Output. 
Uses two 825C Heavy Duty Vibrators 
and two 6x5 Rectifiers; Complete, 
in first class condition. Want $29.95. 
K4DUP, 233 East 38th St., Hialeah, 
Fla. 


HAVE FUN, WILL TRAVEL. 
‘Buck-a-year’. A Stamp will tell you 
how. Florida Skip, Inc., P. O. Box 
501, Miami Springs, Fla. 


WANTED: Addresses of all Organ- 
ized and Active Radio Clubs in the 
State of Florida which are not on 
our mailing list. Have your Club 
Secretary drop us a card, giving 
pertinent details, so that we can 
enter your Club Address to our 
mailing list. FLORIDA SKIP, P. O. 
Box 501, Miami Springs, Florida. 


For Sale: 3 element 10 meter beam, 
optimum spacing and omega match. 
$15.00. K4K VJ, 2018 S. W. 18th St., 
Miami 45, Fla. HI8-4737. 


FOR SALE: SX-28A Receiver for 
mounting in standard relay rack. 
Also have a table top or cabinet 
model. Take your pick at $15. each. 
K4HOB, 3123 S. W. 18th St., Miami, 
or telephone HI 6-0801, Ext. 33. 


FOR SALE: Carter Inverter, mobile 
type. 12 volt DC input, 115 volt AC 
60 cycle at .84 amps, approx. 100 
Ww4JO, P. O. Box 501, Miami Springs, 
Fla. : 


BEST CASH OFFER: Club Trans- 
mitter, PP 811-A final, Plug-in Coils 
with link coupling. Crystal Control 
Oscillator and buffer well shielded. 
Power supply using 866’s, 1250 volt 
well filtered on separate chassis. 
Bud 12-1/4” x 19” front panel with 
four meters, Bud table-top cabinet. 
A CW rig with proven merits. Rea- 
son for selling—raising cash for 
Field Day ammonition. W4NVU, 
Dade Radio Club, P. O. Box 104, 
Miami. 


For Sale: 20 Meter Telrex mini- 
beam $30.00. Lois Spencer, W4ZXK, 
32 Flagler Dr., Miami Springs, TU- 
76547. 


For Sale: Viking I, excellent shape. 
Will demonstrate. $125.00. Heath Kit 
VFO used with above. $10. Central 
Electronics 10-A with 80-20 meter 
coils in Al shape. $85.00. VFO for 
above $20. Mise. gear, power supplies, 
antennas. 10 meter Mosley beam. 
Russ Olmsted W@BCB/4, 1548 N. W. 
15th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale. 


For Sale: 2 each maomotor power 
supplies; Mfgd, Zenith Corp. 275 V. 
at 150 Ma., 500 V. and 75 Ma output. 
Input switchable 12 or 24 volts. Each 
unit approx. 6x8x12 inches. Contains 
input and output filters and trans- 
fers relay for 275 V. output. Spare 
bruskes and one plub for cable re- 
ceptable. Both new in original car- 
tons. $5.00 each FOB. W. Dale Wil- 
liams W4EPC, 209 Chippewa St., 
Miami Springs, Fla. 


For Sale: DxX-100, in excellent con- 
dition. Make offer or contact Bob, 
W4PBH, 7841 S. W. 50th Ct., South 
Miami 43, Phone M0O6-4500. 


FOR SALE 
WRL Globe King 500 complete with 
VFO, mike and spare 4-250A tube, 
$495.00. 
Radio Specialties 3 element 3 bander 
beam in original carton, $90.00. 
Delivered up to one hundred miles. 
B & W grid dip meter used once, 
$27.50. 
Eldico antennae scope never used, 
$20.00. 
Johnson SWR bridge used once, $6.00. 
Turner 211 dynamic broadcaast type 
mike, $15.00. 
3855, 3875, 3890 ke xtals $1.00 ea. 
AC voltmeter 0-100, 2 in, MA meter 
0-15, 2 in. $1.50 ea. 
2 866A tubes $1.75 ea. 
2 2E26 tubes $2.00 ea. 
813 tubes $4.00 ea. 
6L6 metal or glass tubes $1.50 ea. 
W4PJU Box 1253, Clewiston, Fla. 


For Sale: One composite 250 watt 
broadcast transmitter with lots of 
good meters, transformers, tubes, 
etc. that can be utilized in ham gear. 
Uses 850’s in both final and modula- 
tor section. Total FOB Lakeland, 
$175.00. George Friend, W4MTU, 
1017 E. Tomlin St., Plant City, Fla. 
Phone 2-48-11. 


For Sale: Hundreds of bargains. 
assembled, National 1-10, SW 3, all 
kinds gear, transformers, condensers, 


Collins 32G transmitter, partly dis- 
tubes, parts, power supplies, moni- 
tors, chassis, panels, racks, meters, 


back issues QST, CQ, Radio News, 
cheap. George Streit, K4KLN, Route 
1, Box 53, Thonotosassa, Fla., or 
phone Tampa, WE §8-1051. 


WANTED: 2-Way Radio Salesman. 
Experienced or not. Many choice 
territories open. If you can’t sell at 
least $5000 a month and make $500— 
we have no place for you. Britton 
2-way Radio Systems P. O. Box 150, 
Ocola, Fla. 


For Sale: DX-35 in excellent condi- 
tion. Nice clean looking little trans- 
mitter. Just $45.00 taakes it. Al 
Jones, K4LEH, 8201 N. W. 32nd Ave., 
Miami. PL8-2494. 


For Sale: 20 meter 3 element Hylite 
beam. 10 meter 3 element beam. Good 
condition. 20-A with VFO with fac- 
tory made panel $200.00 for rack 
mounting. SSB converter slicer $30. 
HT-18 VFO and excited like new 
$40. Home brew Pair 813’s Push Pull 
with 100-TH modulators and other 
equipment. Art Stead W4LGA, 9510 


N. W. 7th Ave., Miami 38. Phone 
PL9-6844. 

Wanted: Short items of interest 
about ham radio. News, jokes, pic- 


tures (5 by 7 if possible) for publi- 
cation in Florida Skip. Mail to P. O. 
Box 501, Miami Springs, Fla. 


For Sale: Complete sideband station. 
209A exciter with QTI and _ stable 
VFO. 1 KW grounded grid final 
amplifier in 6 foot rack. Fully me- 
tered. D-104 mike. Low pass filter 
and 3000 volt power supply. No 
TVI, ready to go. First $400. takes 
the works. Also have Model B side- 
band slicer multiphase Q multiplier. 
$50. Bob Frutog, W4FH, Box 762, 
Delray Beach. Phone CR6-6571. 


Wanted: Par-Metal or Bud 40 inch 
(approx) enclosed rack, State price 
and condition. Bob Cain, W4BQW, 
1201 Wren Ave., Miami Springs, Fla. 


QSL SPECIAL—Free sample. W4- 
AYV Nat Stinnette, Box 155, Uma- 
tilla, Fla. 


KEEP A RECORD of your Ham 
visitors. Ham guest register books 
$2.00 postpaid. W4PJU, Box 1253, 
Clewiston, Fla. 


WANTED — More hams to read 
FLORIDA SKIP. We printed over 
2000 copies of the January issue, we 
can easily double this if you fellows 
say so. 


NOTICE — There is nothing to keep 
us from growing, except you. 73 
FLORIDA SKIP. 
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A-MEN 


Being trustful can be a virtue 
in one sitaution and stupid in an- 
other; the same applies to sus- 
picion. It is a mistake to con- 
sider personality in terms of op- 
posites, because such an infinite- 
ly small number of persons are 
found at these extremes. Wood- 
ward and Marquis point out in 
“Psychology” that people do not 
fall into contrasting types, but 
scatter all the way from one ex- 
treme to the other, with MOST 
in the middle range. 


So there now — that guy 
around the corner with the noisy 
kilowatt may not be so bad after 
all. Let’s go over and visit him, 
get acquainted, and see his side 
of the picture. He may turn out 
to be the best friend you ever 
had. Likewise, with single side 
band, who knows, unless we get 
acquainted, but what this MAY 
be the very thing we are looking 
for? 

Let us learn to live with each 
other — to be more tolerant and 
courteous in our operating. When 
testing or tuning-up be sure to 
use a dummy load. BEFORE 
PUTTING THE TRANSMITTER 
ON THE AIR, LISTEN-IN ON 
YOUR OWN FREQUENCY. Re- 
member, you have to hear them 
to work them! 


If we MUST be classified by 
our fellow man, let us be known 
as Do-Gooders, or A-1 Operators! 
A-men. , 


Help Wanted: Actress with very 
good equipment desires male ham to 
teach theory and code. Thirty min- 
utes per day, three and a half days 
per week. Must be willing to travel 
and also act as social companion. 
$12,000 per year with all expenses 
paid. Address Marilyn Maxwell, % 
Florida Skip, P. O. Box 501, Miami 
Springs. (Note: Applicants are 
limited to new subscribers to Florida 
Skip. Fill in coupon on page two, 
enclose your buck, and don’t forget 
to tell your advertiser (bless them 
all) that you saw it in Florida Skip.) 


For Sale: 500 Watt modulator. 
Transformer alone list for over 
$135.00. Write for details. My price 
$50.00. BC-221-J with original book 
and xtal $45.00. Millen R9’er with 
coils for 10 and 20 meters $12.00. 
Andrew C. Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape 
Drive, Miami Springs—TUS8-3874. 


For Sale: Complete 10 meter mobile 
now in Car—Elmac PMR-6 converted 
to 12 Volts. Commercial 10 meter 
transmitter, power supplies, antenna. 
Trading cars. Russ Olmsted, Wg@B- 


GB/4, 1548 N. -W. 15th A:ve., Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. 
SPRING HOUSECLEANING—Most- 


ly VHF equipment. Send stamp for 
list. Nat Stinnette W4AYV, Umatilla, 
Florida. 


Wanted: A-1 K4 36-24-32. 
L. Q. Slopoth 


There was a time when a fool 
and his money were soon parted. 
Now it happens to everyone. 
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WE ARE NOT ALONE 


It appears some Florida Skip 
subscribers are still having 


trouble receiving their monthly - 


issues of Skip. All copies are 
mailed from Naples on the same 
day, under “Bulk Rate” mailing 
regulations. We are attempting 
to mail near the first of each 
month. Deadline for all copy in 
the hands of ye editor is the 20th 
of each month. Copy will be 
gladly received anytime before 
the 20th and should be addressed 
to, Florida Skip, Inc., P. O. Box 
501, Miami Springs, Fla. 


Recently the following appear- 
ed in “Auto-Call,” published by 
Andy Anderson, W3NL of Wash- 
ington, D. C. “As a result of 
mailing out over 5000 circulars 
advertising a Hamfest, several 
reports of late delivery have 
reached the Editor. These delays 
are inevitable with third class 
mail. In sending out so many, 
allowance must be made for. a 
SMALL percentage that will be 
delivered about a MONTH from 
the mailing time. 


“Experience on the other hand 
has shown that about 90 per cent 
can be depended upon for deliv- 
ery within a week. But the Ham- 
fest circulars were mailed 13 
days before the Hamfest. It is 
estimated over 90 per cent were 
delivered in 10 days, up to 95 
per cent by the day of the Ham- 
fest and about five per cent after 
the Hamfest was over. We knew 
the late delivery would occur 
when they were mailed. But if we 
had pushed tthe date of mailing 
to a month in advance the main 
force of the advertising would 
have been lost...” 


We also note in the ARRL CD 
(Communication Department) 
bulletin where they too are hav- 
ing delays with Bulk Mailing. 
So ... PLEASE bear with us. 
We are not alone! 


STATION OF THE MONTH 


Fred, W4WMU of Miami 
Beach has a nice station. The 
printer is the Model 26 shifting 
a Ranger which drives the John- 
son-Viking Kilowatt... Fred 
uses an HRO-50-T1 receiver and 
a Collins 75A4. (You should set 
up for diversity reception, there, 
Fred!) Hiis antenna farm con- 
sists of stacked 3-E1 20 meter 
and 4-E1 10 meter beams with 
folded dipoles for 15, 40, and 75. 
Fred should be making his call 
wekk known in RTTY circles 
with this FB layout! 


NEWS ON TWO 
By Lois Spencer W4ZXK 


This issue I have some wind 
in my sails thanks to those of 
you who finally broke down and 
sent me some two news. Boy!! 
there for a while it was discour- 
aging and difficult to compose a 
two meter column with nothing 
short of nothingness. Keep it 
coming and we’ll let Florida know 
all about who’s on two, where, 
when and with what. 


W4RMU, Allen A. Engleman, 
P. O. Box 8, Oceanway, Fla., 
wishes to let it be known that 
during April he will run tests 
every night at 19:30 and 20.30 
EST on 144.005 Me. with C. W. 
transmissions lasting five min- 
utes after which he and the four 
other stations around Jackson- 
ville being, W4UHY, W4FBI, 
W4URS, and K4QJG, will all lis- 
ten for contacts. In case stations 
hear any of these fellows and are 
unable to make contact please 
drop Allen a card and let him 
know. Allen’s 50 foot four over 
four antenna will be headed 
south, power will be six hundred 
watts. Good luck to you fellows. 


MIAMI NEWS: Welcome to 
new stations on two meters: K4- 
CZY, Hal, K4CZX, Paul, KN4- 
UGA, Al and W4MKE, Harry. 
K4PMF and KN4PME are wait- 
ing results on their General, 
here’s wishing you luck. Con- 
gratulations to Ted, KN4ONY 
and Reggie, KN4OZZ on passing 
the General. 


W4FWI, Vance finally washed 
the glue off his hands and is 
flipping the switch again. Now 
Vance you know you can stay 
away from those stamps long 
enough for some good QSO’s... 


Recently on one of the two 
meter Flamingo Net nights I 
asked some of the group for 
jokes, only two came up and 
simular . . . about sardines and 
the reason. the heads are cut 
off??? so they will not bite each 
other while in the can ... Oh! 
me., nuff said. Mail all 2mtr 
news to 32 Flagler Dr., Miami 
Springs. 

BCN U on 2, 
Lois W4ZXK. 


The average unwhiskered male 
spends an estimated 50 days of 
his life in shaving. (Dull 
blades ? ) 


When you buy from our adver- 
tisers, tell ’em you saw their ad 
in FLORIDA SKIP. If you don’t, 
they’ll never know the difference 
and that won’t help SKIP any. 


NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 


Come field day W4BU will be 
enjoying the cool breezes up in 
good old Maine, 

Found out why K4LHA burned 
up a perfectly good DX85. Seems 
he tried to load her up to 100 
watts on six and it went up in 
smoke. 

Now that spring is here (7?) 
our thoughts turn to field day 
which we dearly love. We hope 
to make it as good as last year 
and if the rain holds off we will. 
Last field day was kind of wet 
but we had fun, even if the score 
was low. 

What ever became of A. M.? 

We have a celebrity in our 
midst, mainly W4WDX old Ship- 
wreck, who will appear in the 
Sat. Eve. Post soon I’m told, due 
to his invention of his beloved 
dog bones. “HOT DOG.” 

If these hams around here 
don’t give me some copy I’ll have 
to starta gossip column, then by 
golly I bet they will pronto. 

13 
Bill 


DADE RADIO CLUB TIDBITS 
By Evelyn D. Gauzens, W4WYR 


It’s about time I took advan- 
tage of the wonderful opportun- 
ity afforded by Florida Skip and 
reported the goings on at Dade 
Radio Club, Miami. The Club 
members thoroughly enjoyed a 
film narrated by Dr. vonBraun 
on United States missiles, satel- 
lites, and plans for future space 
stations. The film was very in- 
formative and I am sure we all 
understand the operation of 
guided missiles and satellites bet- 
ter than before. 


Dade. Radio Club hopes. to 
really get to work early on Field 
Day plans and rack up a good 
score this year. We already have 
secured tthe site for Field Day 
(tnx to K4ONY) and aare in the 
midst of planning rigs, antennas, 
ete. Boy, there is a lot of stiff 
competition from the other clubs 
in the area and we gotta get in 
there and pitch! 


We hope to be able to an- 
nounce a permanent meeting 
place, with radio shack for W4- 
NVU, in the near future. The 
members are working diligently 
on the project and we have our 
fingers crossed. For the present 
we are still drinking our coffee 
and gabbing on the first and 
third Tuesdays of each month at 
the QTH’s of Chuck Bolvin, W4- 
LVV and the Gauzens’, W4DTJ 
& W4WYR. 


Congratulations go to the fol- 
lowing Club members on secur- 


BROWARD RADIO HI-LITES 
. By Thomas De Bray, K4KRJ 
_ Broward Radio Correspondent 


WELCOME new members to 
BARC: SWL’s Ross Sullivan and 
Daniel Dorsa. 

Dave, W4BMR, recently install- 
ed a new 5 element Gonset Tri- 
Bander. What a beaut! 

K4KZG/M, Fred Sultan, is 
using a tri band whip, an intro- 
duction from Mosley Co. While 
mobiling one evening ago, Fred 
was booming into Northern Minn. 
with a 40 over 9—AND WITH 
25 WATTS ON 20 METERS. 
Good Goin’. OM. 

Here is valuable information 
for those using crank-up type 
towers. The cable supplied with 
these towers is usually insuffi- 
cient for the newly developed, 
weighty beams used by amateurs 
who employ 40 to 100 ft. towers. 

Recently W4EF, James Pick- 
ens, Pres. of BARC, and John, 
W4AYN and Tom, K4KRJ con- 
verted the old cable which was 
1/8” and are now using 1/4” OD 
7x19 Stainless Steel cable. We 
feel that this extra-heavy cable 
will some day prevent damage to 
tower and beam in case of high 
winds. © 

If you are interested in obtain- 
ing heavy tower or guy cable, 
contact: K4KRJ, Thomas De 
Bray, P. O. Box 697, Ft. Lauder- 
dale, Florida. Save money while 
you save your tower and beam! 

REPORTS from WI, 2; 3, 4, 
8 and 9 land via K4KRJ, comes 
valid news on FLORIDA SKIP. 
Seems as if amateurs as far as 
the northern tip of Maine some- 


how or another receive a publi- 


eation of FS. Friends of ama- 
teurs in the north are requested 
to “send along” a copy of FLOR- 
IDA SKIP (after YOU read it) 
with a QSL card, to demonstrate 
one of the finest amateur radio 
magazine newspapers published 
in the U. S. 

Support YOUR FLORIDA 
SKIP! Subscriptions are taken by 
W4AIYT and are $1.00 per year. 


ing their General Class Licenses: 
Mel Kahn, K4SYI, Doug Wel- 
born, K4LNU and Ted Schempp, 
K4ONY. I don’t know why I am 
congratulating Ted — he’s only 
three blocks away from me and 
purchased himself a rig that is 


almost twice our power—oh me!. 


I guess that’s 73’s from Dade 
for now. Your reporter is looking 
forward to the Tamfest in Or- 
lando (SanLando Sprgs). Hot 
dawg, those door prizes are in- 
viting and I hope my luck holds 
up! 

BCNU 
The Rebel 
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The picture above is the ham 
shack of our newly reelected 
ARRL Southeastern Division Di- 
rector, James P. Born, W4ZD / 
W4BEZ/A4ZD of Atlanta, Geor- 
gia. He is better known to his 
friends as “Bubber”. 


The Born family is truly a 
ham family. Here’s the line up. 
Bubber holds W4ZD, W4BEZ and 
A4ZD (Army MARS), his XYL 
Helen is K4GCT and AA4GCT, 
(Army MARS) Judy is K4GCF, 
Butch is K4KKT and Jan K4- 
KKU. Helen’s father is K4QVL 
and he lives in Sea Grove Beach, 
Florida. Helen QSO’s him every 
day on 40 meters. 


All bands are worked in the 
“Born Shack”. Judy works 80 and 
40 cw, Butch hangs out on 6 
meter phone, Jan sneaks a QSO 
on 2 while Bubber and Helen hold 
down the MARS frequencies a- 
long with 20, 40 and 75. 


The Born’s shack is about 100 
feet or so from the “big house”. 
In the picture you see only a part 
of the ham shack itself. A big 
work bench is on the other side 
of the shack, with all kinds of 
power tools. 


As you can guess, the Borns 
have a giant antenna farm. Its 
hard to look up to the sky without 
seeing a mass of antenna array. 


Ae S 
a re; 


Everything from a peewee 2 me- 
ter beam to a long wire hanging 
up in free space from 30 to 60 
feet high. 

Bubber was runner-up in the 
1957 Edison Award contest for 
his outstanding work in Civil 
Defense, and in setting up and 
conducting code and theory class- 
es in this famous “Born Shask.” 
Bubber has turned out dozens of 
amateurs thru tireless hours of 
code practice and theory classes, 
night after night. A truly re- 
markable record. 


Bubber attended the Orlando 
hamfest and his big smile and 


warm handshake was enjoyed by 
all. 


FIELD DAY IS COMING! 

Yes, there are only about 54 
shopping days until Field Day. 
It won’t be long until June 28th 
and 29th will be upon us. Each 
year the ARRL Field Day is 
bigger and better. Last year all 
records were broken. Field Day 
is the biggest club activity of the 
year with more amateurs and 
clubs participating than in any 
other event. 


To build up interest in Florida 
and to give all the clubs some- 
thing to shoot for, the staff of 
Florida Skip decided to sponsor 
a FD trophy. This trophy is a 
beauty. It stands 21 inches tall. 
The base and vertical portion are 
made of solid walnut. The cup 
and all figures are of highly 
polished brass. Any club would 
be very proud to display it in 
their club room. 


As published in the April issue, 
the rules are very simple: 


1. All organized Radio Clubs 
in Florida are eligible. 


2. Club with highest score 
regardless of power or 
transmitter class is win- 
ner. 

3. All claimed scores must 


agree with scores as pub- 
lished in QST and a copy 
of TOTALS ONLY (not 
your logs) to be forward- 
ed to FLORIDA SKIP, 
Box 501, Miami Springs, 
Fla. on or before July 15, 
1958. 


Now isn’t that easy? The 
trophy will remain with the win- 
ning Club for one year only. The 
following year’s winner will take 


(Continued on page 15) 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
By Ruth Nissen, W4BWR 


The YLs of the Orlando Club 
all out in arranging our First 
Anniversary Party which was 
held Saturday evening, April 12 
at the Red Cross Building. Ellie, 
W4ZVW, presented a huge beau- 
tifully decorated birthday cake 
to the Floradoras from the Or- 
lando club. After introductions 
all around the hostess YLs served 
fruit punch and the cake. Pictures 
were taken and we all had a 
wonderful time getting better 
acquainted. 


Sunday morning at Sanlando 
Springs 25 Floradoras answered 
roll call for the annual business 
meeting. Our president, Fran, 
W4BIL, presided. Ellie W4ZVW, 
gave the address of welcome. 
Bubber Born, W4ZD, Southeast- 
ern Director was then introduced 
and spoke on League affairs. The 
main guest speaker of the morn- 
ing was Mae Burke, W4CUL, 
Edison Award winner. She spoke 
on what it meant to win the a- 
ward, what it takes to win and 
“a day in her shack.” 


Reports on the year’s work 
were given by secretary-treasur- 
er Ellen, K4GWF, Historian Lit- 
tle Bo, W4HRC, Publicity Chair- 
man, Dot, W4UF, Custodian of 
Certificates, Shirley, W4WPD; 
Manager CW net, Eileen, K4HXB 


PENSACOLA 
TEN METER NEWS 
By W4HQ 

Mobile operators are keeping 
in practice by participation in 
xmtr hunts. On March 9, EWG, 
OOW, SPP, IOC, DDD, BSS, 5- 
EAT, 5HAL had a FIELD DAY! 

Another hunt was held on 16 
March, with a picnic after the 
hunt. These hunts are spur of 
the moment events, that take 
shape during the rag-chews, so 
listen on the net frequency (29.- 
560 and 50.7mc), and get in on 
the fun. PQW says “Have Loop, 
will travel”. 

If any of the fixed station 
boys are interested in going mo- 
bile, contact any of the mobile 
boys, they are anxious to help. 


A W9 (Ill.) woman got a di- 
vorce on grounds that her hus- 
band cracked a couple of her ribs 
practicing “wrestling holds he 
saw on TV,” (Different kind of 
TVI?) 


and Floradora net manager, Ruth 
W4BWR. 

Ernie, W4KOH, chairman of 
the nominating committee gave 
their report and conducted nom- 
inations and election of officers. 
The following newly elected offi- 
cers were installed by Dot, W4- 
UF. 

President, W4BWR, Ruth; Vice 
president, W4KOH, Ernie and 
secretary - treasurer, K4LCD, 
Marge. 

A very nice portable transistor 
radio presented by the Orlando 
Radio Club as a Floradora door 
prize was won by Fra, W4BIL. 
A very fitting ending to a good 
year and a job well done. We 
wish to extend our warmest 
thanks to the Orlando YLs and 
the Orlando club for their fine 
hospitality and a wonderful week- 
end. 


NOTES and Observations 
By W4TRS 


Recently I have been doing a 
lot of listening, mainly because 
I had no mike. 


As I listened around the dif- 
ferent bands it dawned upon me 
that a lot of hams were not being 
gentlemanly in their operatinf. 
Especially when it came to traffic 
nets. 


I will not argue the merits of 
nets at this time, only try to 
bring to your attention the situ- 
ation as it exists. So I have com- 
posed this creed that I hope all 
concerned will read. 


“Creed” 


Give me the knowledge to oper- 
ate my rig in accordance with 
the rules. 


Let me be tolerant of my fellow 
hams and their mistakes as I 
would have them be with me. 


Let me listen before I transmit, 
and be considerate of others at 
all times. 


Give me the strength to control 
my temper, when it would be so 
easy to lash out at one who is 
not so considerate. 


Let me at all times set a good 
example on the air, and perhaps 
some of it will rub off on others. 

This I ask for the existance of 
ham radio as we know it. 

Amen. 


SARASOTA HAM NEWS 


News will be a little skimpy this 
month, as we missed the last 
meeting due to sickness. 

Each meeting night since W4- 
WHE took over as president, the 
usual demonstration of some 
phase of ham radio has been 
given by one of the members. 
The last meeting was no excep- 
tion. 

W4GJO gave a fine demonstra- 
tion of building and tuning a 
beam. Utilizing the use of grid 
dip meter and wave meter. Sorry 
we missed this one, as we all 
know and respect the knowledge 
and experience of Grid. 

There must be a better way to 
get the boys to give us some 
news to print, but up to now they 
all are very reluctant. 


There was a time when a fool 
and his money were soon parted. 
Now it happens to everyone. (Aw 
come on, break down, spend a 
buck, subscribe to SKIP for a 
friend.) 


Next time you stop by one of 
our advertisers, tell them you 
saw their ad in FLORIDA SKIP. 
In the long run, its to your ad- 
vantage. 


FLORIDA SKIP 
CORRESPONDENTS 


Club, W4RKH, Frank Butler, 28 
So. Elliot Rd., Fort Walton Beach, 


Club, W4SDR, Clyde P. Mashburn, 
520 Glenview Blvd., Daytona Beach. 


Club, K4KRJ, Thos. DeBray, 212 
SE 12th St., Ft. Lauderdale. 


Club, K4GOX, Art Raynor, 
E. Mann Rd., Bartow. 


Club, W4EDH, Wm. Roy Breen, 
Rt. 1, Bay Way Park, Bradenton. 


Club, K4KIC, Ernie Tischer, 5850 
SW 47th St., Miami 55. 


Club, W4DVR, Mack Britton, 
Windy Hill, Lemon Ave., Ocala. 


Club, W4BKC, Harold Shea, 7 W. 
Columbia St., Orlando. 


Club, W4LJM, David Nelson, 226 
Domaris St., Lake Wales. 


Club, W4HCG, Thos. 
445 Pineda Ave., Cocoa, 


Club, KN4O0BD, Michael A. 
Wyzga, P. O. Box 1564, Ft. Myers. 


Club, W4KOH, Ernestine McMas- 
ters, 3403 Flagler Avenue, Key West. 


Club, KN4RDG, Bill Ross, 705 
Bonnie Dr., Lakeland. 


DX, K4CTU, Jos. Rosko, 1835 NW 
135th St., Miami. 


Feature, W4TAS, Hank MeMurria, 
3200 Avenue “A” West, Bradenton. 


Feature, W4PBH, Bob Aaronson, 
7841 SW 50th Ct., Miami. 


Net (FMTN), K4BNE, Rick Rutan, 
4763 — 6th St., So., St. Petersburg. 


Net (TPTN), W4AEP, Jess Leach, 
1348 Utah Blvd., Orlando. 


Net (FHN), W4YJE, Jos. W. Me- 
Elroy, 200 SW 20th Rd., Miami. 


Net (FPTN), W4LMT, Ken Siegel, 
1656 Catalonia Lane, Sarasota. 


R. A. CGC. E. S.. W4UHY, Art 
Melvin, 10283 Brandywine St., Jack- 
sonville. 


RTTY, W4EHU, Don Wiggins, 1415 
NE 8th St., Gainesville. 


SSB, K4ELT, David Goodman, Rt. 
2, Box 360, Sanford. 


2180 


Dingman; 


Six meters, W4RMU, Allen A. 
Engleman, P. O. Box 8, Oceanway. 
Two Meters, W4ZXK, Lois A. - 
Spencer, 32 Flagler Dr., Miami 
Springs. 

Photographer, W4BQW, Robert 
E. Cain, 1201 Wren Ave. ,Miami 
Springs. 


Club, W4TDK, Naomi R. Spence, 
940 Bay St., NE, St. Petersburg, Fla. 


Club, NAS Jax, W4HMO, Charles 
W. Walters, 3658 Colebrook Dr., 
Jax 10, Fla. 


Net FN/GN, K4SJH, A. L. Hamel, 
1300 NE 42nd, Ave., Pompano Beach. 


Net, Floridora, W4UF, Dot Saun- 
ders, Box 295, Englewood, Fla. 


Club, W4HWA, Bill Gardner, 4051 
Ortega Forest Dr., Jacksonville 10, 
Fla. 


Club, K4KRB, Boots Gorman, 199 
Pinecrest Dr., Miami Springs. 


Club, Dade, W4WYR, Evelyn D. 
Gauzens, 2780 N. W. 38rd St., Miami. 


Cc. A. P. K4ITE, James K. Lana- 
han, 387 Tamiami Canal Rd., Miami, 
44, Fla. 


Club, W8CX/4, I. D. Bell, Box 185, 
Leesburg. 


SIX METERS IN FLORIDA 
W4RMU 


The F2 layer openings have 
finally come to an end. The Na- 
tional Bureau of Standards bea- 
cons in South America are sel- 
dom heard these days, although 
they occassionally come in for a 
few minutes at a time if you hap- 
pen to be lucky enough to be 
listening at the right time. We 
have probably just passed one of 
the greatest six meter seasons 
in history. Several U.S. amateurs 
were fortunate enough to work 
W.A.C. A few years ago this 
was just dreaming, but thanks 
to the greatest sun spot peak 
in over 200 years it is now a 
reality. Although no Floridian 
has worked all continents on six 
meters there are any number who 
have worked at least three and 
some may have worked more. 
I recall a number of years back 
a book entitled “The Wonders of 
Ten Meters.” I think that some- 
one might well write a book called 
“The Wonders of Six Meters” 
today. 

Soon, any day now, sporadic E 
openings will appear on the six 
meter scene along with much im- 
proved conditions for ionospheric 
scatter. The months of June 
through August will bring many 
meteor showers some of them ac- 
tive enough to support CW QSOs 
with even the low power rigs. 


The six and two meter tests 
run nightly by W4RMU are 
nearing completion. One thing we 
know for sure the state of Florida 
can at least at times be spanned 
the entire length on two meters 
as evidenced by repeated QSO’s 
between W4RMU, near Jackson- 
ville and W4KKU, Miami. See 
Lois Spencer two meter column. 
It could very well turn out to be 
the usual rather than the un- 
usual thing. Six meters has not 
shown up this well so far at 
least, but I for one think that 
it should. K4QPR in Sarasota re- 
ports hearing W4RMU CW test 
sigs as do others that far south. 

Erik W4EHV writes that the 
Gold Coast Six held their month- 
ly dinner (which is a social func- 
tion for placating XLYs) on the 
evening of March 29th at the 
Steak House of Green Mansions 
Hotel in Miami Springs with 45 
present. The group was particu- 
larly pleased to have K4RFM 
Roy Sebring and K4UCL Sven 
Hokanson of Islamorada come up 
from the keys and join them. 

Others present were W4HZG 
Smitty and XYL; W4EHV Erik 
end oVls KARI, Carl and 
XYL; K4KAA Ted and XYL and 
guest; K4LEU Dot; W4LEQ 
Tony; W4FLH Ed and XYL; 


ORLANDO RAMBLINGS 


Hal, W4BKC 


The annual Orlando Radio Club 
Inc. Hamfest was a rousing suc- 
cess, close to 1,000 hams and 
their families enjoyed the fa- 
cilities of Sanlando Springs. 

Even the weatherman was on 
our side, we had two of the most 
perfect days, weatherwise, that 
this area has seen for some time. 

The whingding started Satur- 
day nite at the Wigwam Village, 
with a general get-together, then 
a tour of Goddard Electronic 
store, and a visit to WDBO-TV. 
The new Civil Defense communi- 
cations van was in operation and 
on display, and received many 
favorable comments. Incidentally 
Walt, K4HOI told us Sunday, 
that he was reading the Van from 
Merritt Island on the East Coast, 
how about that? Vertical to hor- 
izontal. 

The Orlando Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc., gave the First Anni- 
versary Party for the Floradoras, 
Saturday nite at the Red Cross 
Building, and presented them 
with a beautifully decorated cake 
in commemoration of the event. 
At their business meeting Sun- 
day the Floradoras heard talks 


KN4SED Martha; K4SEE For- 
est; K4HIL Herman and XYL; 

W4KLW John and XYL; K2- 
QPB/4 Irv and XYL; W4ALF 
Jack; K4KHL Frank and XYL 
and son YL; K4BUV Doc and 
XYL; K4JCU Scotty and XYL; 
K4CZW Bandy and XYL; K4- 
HSW Bill and XYL; K4IYL Carl 
and XYL; 

K4PMC Marvin and XYL; W1- 
HOM/4 Al; W4KKU Ed and 
XYL; and our host and hostess 
for the evening K4OPH Beanie 
and XYL Bea, who went to a 
great deal of effort to prepare 
for this dinner. 

The Six Meter division of the 
Dade County Emergency Net got 
off to a flying start a few weeks 
ago. The newly organized six 
meter DEN meets on the air on 
Monday evenings at 7:30 on 
50.25MC. The DEN “Mother” is 
W4EHV (Net Control Station). 
All six meter stations in Dade 
County are invited to check in. 

Overheard on six meters was 
W4LRV of Jacksonville working 
W4IKK in Signal Mountain, 
Tenn., via backscatter (both had 
beams CW). The pay off, W4LRV 
was running only 10 watts to a 
2226. This is certainly a record 
of some sort. Let’s hear about 
more of these unusuals with low 
power. 

Send your contributions to Al- 
len A. Engleman W4RMU, P.O. 
Box 8, Oceanway, Florida. 


by Bubber Born, W4ZD, South- 
eastern Director, ARRL and Mae 
Burke, W8CUL, the only woman 
to win the Edison Award. 

The election of officers re- 
sulted in the following as of- 
ficers for the coming year, Pres- 
ident, Mrs. Ruth Nissen, W4BWR 
Melbourne; V. Pres. Mrs. Ernes- 
tine McMasters, W4KOH, Key 
West; Sec.-Treas. Mrs. Margaret 
Poppell (Sorry, missed your call 
Marge) Jacksonville. Fran, W4- 
BIL of St. Pete won the transis- 
tor radio. They now have a mem- 
bership of 52 and are still look- 
ing for a sizable increase before 
the meeting next year. 

Here are the winners: HT 32— 
James Hitt (no call) 735 Wash- 
ington Ave., Melbourne, Fla.; SX 
101 — James Williamson, W4- 
VYS, 204 W. 18th St., Sanford, 
Fla.; Globe Scout 680 — J. L. 
Youdal, K4ETK, 1194 Edgewood, 
Jacksonville, Fla.; 17” TV set — 
Ivan Horton, W4YJM, Orlando; 
40-foot Televue Tower — Bob 
Lorisz, K4TTZ, Winter Park; 
Transistor Radio, Ladies Prize — 
XYL of Walt, W4HOI, Merritt 
Island. We didn’t note the many 
other prizes, but those were the 
big winners. 

Wes, K4KRG, Keith, K4KNB 
and all the various committees 
wish to thank most heartily all 
the various distributors through- 
out the state, Florida Skip for 
it’s fine publicity, and anyone 
who had anything to do with 
making the ORLANDO HAM- 
FEST one of the finest ever 
staged in this area. Next see 
you at SILVER SPRINGS. 

Hear that Case W4NGR took 
his UHF resonator beam out of 
the mothballs after keeping it 
there for ten years, and has been 
really having himself a time with 
it. Ed, KN4UUQ, who is the 
father-in-law of Howard, K4CFX 
and Pop to Jan, KN4RKO will 
have a 522 and a ten element 
beam on from Edgewater, Fla., 
next door to New Smyrna, and 
will probably have nitely con- 
tacts with the family in Winter 
Park, and the Orlando 2 Meter 
Gang. Howard, K4CFX just 
about has the bugs out of his 100 
watt linear, and we should be 
hearing it on the band soon. 


Dick, K4RYR has a rotator on 
his 10 Element Beam now, and 
he will be calling and listening 
regularly from 2200 to 2230 EST 
each nite. He has a xtal for the 
low end of the band as well as 
the Net freq of 145.2. 

The Orlando gang report hear- 
ing Allen, W4RMU, Oceanway, 
Fla. on both CW and FM but no 
two way yet, we need more pwr. 
Dave, W4TOD now has a beam 
on 2 and has joined the gang who 
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MIAMI SPRINGS 
RADIO CLUB NEWS 
By Boots Gorman—K4KRB 


Chuck, K4CEJ, has moved to 
FB new home on Dove Avenue 
and has nice radio room. Chuck 
runs DX100 and 75A8. 

Earl, W4SA, A Collins Rep. 
listens with his firm’s equipment 
but prefers Heath AT-1 to the 
KWS-1. Hi! Earl put in real 
good sig last week on our “On 
The Air” meeting. 

Was good to hear ED, W4- 
HKY, check in during Air Meet- 
ing. Sorry he had TVI and 
couldn’t hang around any longer. 

Tom, GMR, has his quad low- 
ered for repairs and had to cut 
his transmissions short because 
of TVI. 

Dave, AEE, has moved rig to 
the garage with son Mike, GYF. 


Jerry, KN4KQW, had real 
nice project on display at recent 
Science Fair. It was a HF am- 
plifier that could break glass. 
Nice work Jerry. 


A visit with Bill & Lois, ZYL 
& ZYK, recently proved they are 
still very active on 2 meters. Bill 
was working an aeronautical mo- 
bile on 2 when I arrived. 


This reporter finally operat- 
ing AF-67 and PMR-7 at home 
with Home Brew Pwr supply. 
Antenna is an eight foot whip 
with a SWR of only 7 to 1. And 
smoke from final is barely no- 
ticeable. 


Don’t forget 
meeting 29.0MC 
meeting nights. 


“One Lhem Air 
on alternate 


PERSONAL 


Do you remember that sad 
letter written to a friend by L. Q. 
Slopoth about wanting to marry 
a sweet young thing, but he 
wasn’t sure if he should tell her 
about his brother who was a 
ham? Well, we found this “Per- 
sonal” tucked neatly away in 
the “Ham Trader” a West Coast 
(California that is) publication. 
“Dear L. Q. Slopoth: I’m mar- 
ried to a ham operator; my ad- 
vice is, do not tell her about your 
brother who is a Ham if you 
really want her to marry you. 
Sincerely. ‘Know Better Now’ 
P. S. Nobody told me about hams. 
Georgia Gal.” 


work Walt, K4HOI on Merrit 
Island. Incidentally, Walt work- 
ed a station in Miami and Allen 
in Oceanway, both in the same 
nite, so Walt’s linear is really 
putting out a fb signal. 
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WINTER HAVEN 
By Art Raynor, W4GOX 


Preliminary plans for field day 
are in the works and it looks like 
a things are pretty well in hand, 
or should we say 38. We have 
pretty well settled on Grahani’s 
as the locale. Hank W4CCC has 
the power under control, also 
with Ira MIO, who is also chief 
and cooker of the mulilated 
steak, and best of all, it looks 
like we’ll be in good shape for 
beams. A 10 meter and 15 meter 
have already been put in the pot, 
along with a 40 foot mobile 
crank-up tower, complete with 
rotor. 


What’s needed most in the 
complete support of membership. 
Plan NOW to be there to oper- 
ate, log, cook, erect, repair, 
watch, swim, fish eat, or what- 
ever there is do during that 24 
hours of bliss called FIELD DAY. 


This is one cutting you 
shouldn’t miss and THE big day 
of the year for the Club. If ev- 
eryone will show up and plan to 
stay the whole 24 hours, we can 
operate more than one station 
and get points a-plenty! 

Now about 6 meters. Why the 
PUSH on six? Probably two 
prime reasons: one, it has been 
found the most practical fre- 
quency for Civil Defense, and 
two, those four megacycles al- 
located to the amateur bands 
will go by the board if they are 
not given proper use. Get your 
6 meter news into SKIP’s 6 
meter editor W4RWU. See his 
column elsewhere in this issue. 

We have yakked about 6 
months now, and with gratifying 
results, but if it is getting old 
to you it is because we are sin- 
cerely concerned with the state 
of CD communications in Polk 
County and we need your help. 
The side issues are these; you 
can have local rag chews with 
NO interference and _ without 
causing any. Every station on 6 
relieves the congestion on the 
lower frequencies. When a rare 
opening does occur, it’s real thril- 
ler, and these are becoming less 
frequent as we pass the peak of 
the sun spot cycle. 

Chet Horton, W9YQW, SEC 
and RACES Deputy Radio Offi- 
cer for the state where the 
Badgers are not always’ the 
badgered,, was guest of Herb 
K4KDN, at the last meeting of 
the club. He spoke briefly on the 
activities of RACES in his state 
and advised keeping RACES 
strictly in the hands of the 
amateurs. In discussing the or- 
ganizational setup in Wisconsin. 


DAYTONA BEACH AMATEUR 
RADIO ASSN. INC. 
By Clyde Mashburn, W4SDR 


Again this year, DBARA ex- 
hibited a real live amateur radio 
station in operation at the Muni- 
cipal Hobby Show. K4PFN/4 
(Club call) logged approximately 
30 hours operating time and 
handled over 60 pieces of formal 
traffic during the show hours of 
March 4, 5, and 6. 


Although ineligible for compe- 
tition against individual exhibit- 
ors, the station was presented 
with a Special Award Certificate 
signed by the City Recreation 
Director. Participating were K4- 
AM, K4BV, K4DBG, K4ESI, W4- 
FZV, W4GEI, K4JQI, K4KPF, 
K4KQO, K4KRI, KN40TJ, KN4- 
OVQ, K4PAC, K4QHI, KN4RNK, 
KN4RNM, W4SDR, K4UJW, W4- 
UHL and Tom Dowell. The Cer- 
tificate of Special Award is on 
display at Thurows. 


If you are unable to operate 
ec. w. during the week, try the 
Florida Hurricane Net on Sun- 
days at 0700 on 3695kce. Its not 
too fast and lasts about an hour. 


After a pleasant trip up to 
the strike-bound B&W plant, 
K4AM’s transmitter was over- 
hauled by K4ESI and Bob is 
cavortin’ on 15 again. K4BRP’s 
household is still awaiting ole 
stork. Good to see K4DUH at 
the banquet. He is living in nDe- 
land but working at Patrick. 


W4FESS is on the sick list with 
Egyptian Flu. (He got it from 
his mummy). W4HNV was home 
long enough to celebrate his 
birthday along with W4SDR. 
Both K4KUO and XYL have 
been confined with the bug. K4- 
OVM has built a new transmitter 
and plans to exhibit it at the 
Science Fair in Jax. Adam Mor- 
anty, ex-W8CZT, is now K4UJW. 
Chuck Smith got his ticket, KN4- 
UGJ. A new class at Hambone 
College will probably begin 
around April 10th. Anyone inter- 
ested should contact W4SDR. 


A doctor out W5 way got this 
note from a rancher: “My XYL 
just dislocated her jaw. If you 
happen to be out this way next 
week or the week after, you 
might drop in to see her.” — 
And now — back to the ham rig. 


Chet described a very clever, yet 
simple, method of identification 
of stations by numbers and let- 
ters when they would operate un- 
der circumstances which would 
circumvent using their normal 
identification. 

That’s it for this month. Don’t 
forget FIELD DAY. 


MANATEE AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB NEWS 
By K4QBR 


At its last meeting in March, 
the MARC elected officers for 
the coming year. 

Hoyle Knight (W4FGK) wos 
elected President; Walt Littler 
(W4AFN) first Vice-President; 
Ted Huff (KN4UVK) second 
Vice-President; Charles Mayhugh 
(K4QBR) Secretary - Treasurer 
and Leo Archambualt (W4RRC) 
as Activities Manager. 


The club was honored to have 
Mae (W38CUL) and Al (W38VR) 
Burke as guests at the first meet- 
ing under the new officers. 


Fifteen members and _ three 
guests heard Mae tell of her ex- 
periences as the 1956 winner of 
the Edison award. Pictures of 
the station and highlights of 
events during her “reign” as the 
most outstanding radio amateur 
were passed among the members. 
There was much “drooling” by 
members as they turned to the 
pictures of the equipment that 
Mae and Al have tucked away in 
their basement “ham _ shack” 
along with an organ and piano. 


After a brief coffee and dough- 
nut break, the President present- 
ed an outline of tentative plans 
to re-vitalize the club and told 
of a possibility of securing new 
club rooms in a downtown loca- 
tion. 


K4DMF (Tony) and K4BQI 
(Margaret) brought their young 
grandson along to the meeting. 
Looks like another future “ham” 
in the Minich family ... K4BY 
(Jim) will be on the air before 
long (CW that it) with a Sonar 
transmitter and NC173. Jim is 
an old timer who has never work- 
ed phone and reports that he has 
shorted out the modulator on his 
new rig. W4ARX (Keith) has a 
new beam and “bug”. He won’t 
let W4TAS (Hank) forget that 
he got the best signal report out 
of Jax in a roundtable the other 
day ... W4LYX (Gene) has of- 
fered the club the use of a house 
he owns out in the country for 
Field Day .. . W4RRC, his XYL, 
K4DMF and K4BQI motored up 
to Orlando Saturday for the Ham 
Fest. W4FGK, K4ILB and W4- 
TAS went up Sunday morning 
for the day ... W4EDH (Roy) 
and W4ZRV (Hoyt) report that 
the six-meter project is progress- 
ing slowly. K4DBS (Taft) at- 
tended a club meeting during the 
Easter holidays from the Uni- 
versity of Florida. 


Charles Mayhugh, K4QBR 
Secretary, MARC. 


LAKELAND AMATEUR 
RADIO SOCIETY 

By Bill Ross, KN4RDG 
Greetings to all readers of 
Florida Skip. This is our first 
month in this column, but not the 
last. We hope to bring you a few 
shorties on club members and 


general interest items about 
LARS. 
John Booker, K4DOH, won 


third place in Physics and En- 
gineering exhibits at the Polk 
County Science Fair. His XMtr 
display gave amateur radio a real 
plug. John is a junior at L. H. S. 
and gives a lot of credit to Paul 
Southworth W4SGY for his as- 
sistance and advice. 


LARS thanks ex-KN4ITH for 
the new membership cards and 
stationery. Get that General Mr. 
Burr. 


Merritt Stoner, W4BJI and 
Willie Prescott Sr., KN4HUL, 
have started to contact all hams 
in this area to increase member- 
ship and check on delinquent 
dues. 

Our last meeting was held at 
the home of Bill Ross, KN4RDG, 
with 14 members present. Ken 
Harris, W8KWO was our guest. 

Notra Stoner, W4BGF (XYL 
of BJI) has taken on the duties 
of publicity and custodian of our 
expanding scrapbook. 

Thanks to Plumer Lane, W4- 
DDF and his staff of educators 
for the general clases completed 
a few weeks ago. 

We have set aside the second 
and fourth Tuesday of each 
month for our meeting nights. All 
Lakeland amateurs are invited to 
attend. We request your support 
and participation in our club pro- 


jects. 

New officers of LARS for 
1958 are as follows: K4HNC, 
Willie Prescott, Jr., President. 


KN4QZX, Jack McCrary, Vice 
President. KN4RDG, Bill Ross, 
Secretary, and W4GPE, Joe 
Routh, Treasurer. 

Lets all support Florida Skip 
as they will support us. Please 
send all news to me at 705 Bon- 
nie Dr., Lakeland for publication 
in LARSgram. 


NEW CLUB PLANS F. D. 


The Fort Myers Amateur Ra- 
dio Club is planning a “Field 
Day” in the month of June, 1958. 
Additional information will be 
forwarded from the “Chairman 
of the planning Committee’ Her- 
bert B. Reaves, W4KET. Two 
volunteer assistants of “Herb” 
are Henry Doxsee, W4LNE and 
Dr. Louis E. Persons, W4PJG. 
This has all appearances of 
being a most interesting affair. 


WESTERN FLORIDA NEWS 
By Frank M. Butler, Jr. 
W4RKH, SCM W. Fila. 


USNMDL club at Panama 
City now has its own stn — K4- 
NDD — with a DX-100. ARRL 
Director W4ZD spoke to a large 
gathering in Ft. Walton in April. 
New or renewed CD apptments. 
have been given to OID, CEF, 
APE, DLO, DSH, & BVE. If 
interested, drop me a line. 


APE is an active OO in Talla- 
hassee area. OID is QRT for 
xmtr repairs. DSH checks into 
MARS & Ala. Phone Nets. CEF 
has made WAS, WAC, & 70 
countries with the Valiant. AXP 
meets LO Parties, & wkg on hi 
pwr rig. 

FLORIDA SKIP, the all-Flor- 
ida ham newspaper, is growing 
fast, but needs more support in 
this Section. If interested, write 
me or W4IYT. Their project of 
publishing a ham directory for 
each city is doing well. 

P’cola Club Ladies Aux. got 
some FB publicity for hams in 
that area — a full-page spread 
in the Sunday paper. IJK & his 
XYL have transferred to Alaska. 
Mac & Mary will really be miss- 
ed; Mary was_ succeeded by 
Eleanor, XYL of OOW, as Pres. 
of PARC Auxiliary. 

K4RMO, W4RKH, & K40OFP 
combined efforts on 40 & 10 to 
get an urgent msg fm LQU in 
Tenngstomniss ©YL. SYT is on 
SSB with an HT-82 & T75A-4. 
SJT has swapped the NC-300 for 
an SX-101. CEF suggests a W. 
Fla. net, for tfe handling and/or 
emergency work. If interested, 
let me know. 


LAKE WALES 
By David Nelson W4LJM 


First of all I’ll say the Lake 
Wales “ARCS” had a FB day at 
the Sanlondo Hamfest. Those at- 
tending from here were: W4DPD, 
W4TY, W4YZP and myself, not 
to mention a few “newly passed” 
novices recent grads of our “ex- 
pired” ham factory! Those who 
attended our code and_ theory 
classes and made the grade as 
a novice were as follows: T. J. 
Flag and son Tom, Roger Kenny 
and son Tim, Howard Adams and 
son John. 

We have 3 father and son 
groups in the class and they all 
are waiting for their licenses to 
come back. Gordon McCann also 
has passed his novice and is on 
the waiting list. That will make 
a grand total of 18, count ’em 
18 licensed hams in Lake Wales. 


W4DPD was the “theory in- 


JAX JOTS 
Bill Gardner—W4HWA 


The 1958 officers of the Naval 
Air Station Radio Club are: 
President, C. W. Walters, W4- 
HMO; Vice-President, David L. 
Hayden, W4HWK;; Secretary and 
Treasurer, Stan Stanley, K4- 
KWT; and Activities Manager, 
Carl Mullen, K4MMX. The club 
station is W4NEK and is very 
active with traffic from all over 
the world. Club gear consists of 
a KWS-1 and 75A4 on 20 meters 
to a tri-band antenna; a Globe 
Champion 300 and an SX-101 to 
a 3 element wide spaced beam 
designed by W4HMO for 10 me- 
ters. Also a Globe Champion and 
an SX-101 to a trap antenna on 
40 and 80 meters. Ann antennas 
are at least 70 feet in the air. 
Also there is equipment for the 
novice members, a Globe Scout 
and a HQ-100. 


The amateur club station, W4- 
SGH, at Cecil Field has been re- 
activated. 


The JARS code and _ theory 
classes now have over 40 stu- 
dents. Arrangements are being 
made for supplemental instruc- 
tion over the air, probably on 10 
meters. 


Joe (Pinky) Price, W4WEO, 
died March 2nd. He was active in 
all phases of amateur radio and 
will be sorely missed on the air 
and in the JARS. 


“Doc” Nelson Murray, W4- 
MBM, has received a grant from 
the Cancer Research Society for 
the continuation of his develop- 
ment of an electronic scanner 
and counter of cancer cells. He 
has been working on this project 
for three years and hopes to have 
a full scale unit completed in the 
near future. 


There is a 10 meter local round 
table operating nightly on 29.4 
mc about 8 p. m. Then there is a 
get together of the 15 meter boys 
around 21.85 me most every eve- 
ning. K4JEE and W4RVW are 
trying to get together some 2 
meter equipment. Don’t you love 
the ham that wants break your 
QSO and tunes up right on the 
frequency for two minutes before 
he does? 


structor“ and believe it or not, 
yours truly was the c.w. instruc- 
tor. I can hear W4PJU saying 
— imposible.” 


The Lake Wales gang wishes 


to thank the manager of radio 
station WIPC for allowing the 
club to hold its classes twice 
weekly, in their studio, so to 
Chuck Bishop, THANKS! C U 
next issue from the “Mountain” 
the highest spot in the State. 


THE OLD PHILOSOPHER 
Tom Dickie, K4COO 


A lot can be said about the 
weather. And, there are many 
ways to look at the weather. For 
instance: 

Whether the weather is cold 
or hot, there shall be weather, 
whether or not. And this can 
raise questions — whether or 
not: to hang out the wash, go on 
a picnic, or spend one’s vacation 
in Florida. 

A lot has been said about our 
Florida weather lately — our 
coldest winter in about 20 years 
— and we must admit it’s true! 
But, let’s tell all the truth! It 
could well be that our next bad 
winter is 20 years away. 

We can all certainly sympa- 
thize with our visiting friends 
who have come to Florida for a 
winter vacation for the first 
time. They’ve been sorely dis- 
appointed. Probably some of 
them will never “gamble” on the 
weather again in such a big way. 

Even so, it wouldn’t hurt any 
of us to remind them that one in 
twenty isn’t a bad average, And 
another thing, our weather has 
been bad only by comparison 
with our own state’s history. 
Let’s not forget that in compari- 
son with some 40 - odd other 
states, our weather has had a 
halo around it. For example: 

“Midwest Has Worst Snow in 
Many Years — Seventeen Dead 
From Cold And Storm Wave” — 
to mention a few. 

When writing or in QSO with 
friends up north, let’s remember 
to tell them that our reputation 


as the “Sunshine State” was 
acquired through long exper- 
ience! An old proverb: “You 


will never have a friend if you 
must have one without a fault.” 

Another one is “I like to see 
a man proud of the place in 
which he lives; and so live that 
that place will be proud of him.” 

A few more quips: “any per- 
son who wants to live a peaceful, 
quiet, uneventful life, has just 
picked the wrong time to live.” 

“The fellow who spends today 
bragging about what he is going 
to do tomorrow, probably did the 
same thing yesterday.” 

“Human nature is such that 
distant wars, earthquakes and 
typhoons seem lass catastrophic 
than the first scratch on your 
new car.” 

“An Old Bach says that a 
well-built girl is like a three-ring 
circus — a fellow doesn’t know 
where to look first.” 


Hear congress may do some- 
thing about hidden taxes. Hope 
they don’t just hide ’em better! 
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SEC CORNER 


The results of the 1957 Simu- 
lated Emergency Test were pub- 
lished in the April QST. It was 
very gratifying to see all the 
dozens of Florida calls listed. 
There was also a swell picture 
of Smitty, K4CKW EC, St. Lucie 
County. The reports from Emer- 
gency Coordinators to ARRL Hq 
were up over last year. 


Our congratulations to Law- 
rence P. Algeo, K4AHW who 
was EC for Dade County during 
the 1957 SET. Al turned in the 
third highest score in the United 
States (871) outdone only by 
Kings County, N. Y. (392) and 
San Diego County in California 
(391). 

Here’s how the Florida SET 
scores stacked-up as_ reported: 
Ist Dade, K4AHW 371; 2nd 
Orange, W4NKD 269; 3rd Polk, 
W4BJI 154; 4th Lake, W4SXJ 
151; 5th Brevard, W4BWR/W4- 
UCQ 122; 6th Okaloosa, W4RKH 
114 (Western Florida); 7th East 
Volusia, W4RWM 106; 8th South 
Pinellas W4WPF 100; 9th Mana- 
tee, W4EDH 91; 10th St. Lucie, 
K4CXW 90; and 11th Okeecho- 
bee, W4PZT 44, 

EC’s reporting without scores: 
Hendry W4PJU; Monroe W4- 
NQW; Putnam W4QCP; and W. 
Palm Beach W4DWK. 

W4RKH, SCM for Western 
Florida was the only Western 
Florida EC reporting. 

Our congratulations to all who 
participated to make this the 
best Florida SET on record. 
Let’s all start planning for the 
1958 SET. Please check this col- 
umn for details next month. 

For a complete break-down of 
the 1957 SET by George Hart 
W1NJM, National Emergency 
Coordinator for ARRL, see pages 
52 thru 56 of April QST. 

Your SEC was very happy to 
see the report (Apr. QST p. 85) 
that Eastern Florida is top re- 
porting Section in the United 
States by not missing a monthly 
report in over six years. This 
credit is gladly shared with our 
former SEC, G. Brock Angle, 
W4IM of Ft. Lauderdale. This 
is a record I am very proud of 
and it was made possible because 
of all EC’s who made their re- 
ports, no matter how large or 
small. Thank you and keep the 
Form 5’s coming. 

73 
Andrew C. Clark W4IYT 
Section Emergency Coordinator 
Eastern Florida Section ARRL 


One way to save face is to keep 
the lower end of it closed. 
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GATOR GOSSIP 

Effective following this issue 
of Gator Gossip news items 
printed about each _ individual 
operator unless otherwise glean- 
ed by eavesdropping and this 
operator just does not have the 
time or opportunity to do much 
of this what with gathering and 
dispensing traffic on the ever 
increasingly active Gator Net. 
So fellas just drop me a card — 
something in brief form — about 
changes in your station, in your 
health, in fact any activity 
around your QTH that can be 
presented to your brother oper- 
ators in short form. 

As you all probably know by 
this time the Gator Net has had 
to increase operating hours and 
to break up the net in high and 
low speed sessions. From 0900 to 
1000 fast operators or those with 
heavy traffic lists are invited to 
QNI. This does not mean that 
slower operators are barred from 
participating at this time. The 
net will slow down to any speed 
necessary to communicate. From 
1000 to 1130 Gator Net regular 
operating procedures take prece- 
dence with the regular listed 
NCS in charge. 

When clearing traffic off fre- 
quency any appropriate speed 
may be used which is agreeable 
to BOTH operators but any work 
on net frequency must be ac- 
complished at 10 WPM. We in- 
tend to keep GN going at this 
speed during regular sessions 
regardless of press of traffic be- 
cause we want you phone men 
and slower CW men to keep 
coming. This net is primarily for 
you and will be run according to 
your wishes. 

The faster traffic session was 
necessary because of the stack- 
ing of heavy traffic on the net. 
K4SJH and/or W4IWM with 
K4KDN in the sidesaddle will 
take care of tthe fast early GN 
schedule. We are in serious need 
of a regular QNI station for the 
Miami Area — slow or fast — 
and we can guarantee traffic. 

At this reporting date appli- 
cation has been made to the 
SCM for Sectional Net status. A 
review of traffic statistics for 
the past two or three months 
plus those shown below will tell 
you why. 

Here are the 
March 1958: 
QNI...... 298 
Stations...... 51 
QT Ga 316 
Sessions...... PAL 
AbrhasKe eas 32 hours 48 minutes 
Average QTC daily........11.7 
Average QNI daily.......11 


statistics for 


About the operators: K4KDN 
Herb our Monday NCS has been 
placed in charge of coordinating 
all liaison between CW nets of 
Eastern Florida, 4RN and to 
Florida phone nets and so far 
has done an excellent job along 
these lines. Herb is very active 
as a CW traffic man and his 
constructive criticisms has shown 
his keen interest in such matters. 

W4IWM Bram is one of our 
sturdy pillars, very active both 
CW and phone traffic. We must 
thank him for his suggestion to 
extend the activity of GN as 
described above. We can’t let an 
issue go by without saying some- 
thing about K4COO Tom. Never 
saw a man as steady or conscien- 
tious with a real and abiding 
interest in the progress of GN. 
He is our Wednesday NCS. 

K4RLL Ed our Thursday NCS 
hasn’t been too active due to rig 
troubles but we know he is work- 
ing hard to get back to normal, 
Good luck Ed and hope to see 
you with us again soon. No need 
to expound on the obvious virtues 
of W4TAS Hank our Tuesday 
NCS. Nuff said Hank? 

K4AYX Joe usually a regular 
QNI is having rig troubles also 
but we expect him back and rar- 
ing to go as usual soon. He is 
our Friday NCS. W4IMU EV our 
Saturday NCS is having receiver 
troubles so he has been necessar- 
ily conspicuous by his absence. 
Usually he covers Miami when 
around. Hope you get back with 
us soon EV. We sure do miss 
you. 

K4AHW AI hasn’t been around 
much either but I think his work 
is bothering him there. Wonder 
why no one is hearing K4AEE 
Dave lately. Having rig troubles 
Dave? Seems to be a rash of 
such troubles lately but then — 
Ah Spring. Of course we all 
know why Andy W4IYT doesn’t 
show too often — Just work. 
(ED. Man thy sayest it!) 


QNI list: K4AEE (14) K4- 
AHW (17) K4AYX (23) K4BH 
(19) K4BR (8) K4COO (27) 
K4DSN (1) K4DWI (3) W4EKU 
(18) K4FGD (15) W4GAN (1) 
W4IMU (10) W4IWM (7) W4- 
IYT (11) W4JGD (1) K4KDN 
(18) K4MTH (6) W4PZT (1) 
K4RBJ (19) K4RLL (12) W4- 
SDR (2) K4SJH (27) W4TAS 
(146) W4WDX (1) W4FE (8) 
W4ADW/4 (1) K40SQ (1) W4- 
DFU (2) K4IWT (1) K4JCF 
(4) W4BVH (1) K4JJZ (1) W4- 
BIH (1) W8WEN (1) K4KEN 
(1) K4UBR (5) K4KEA/4 (1) 
K4RZQ (1) K4DAS (1) 

Once again we cordially invite 
all phone men to join us and get 
in some practice handling CW 
traffic. There may come a time 


NATIONAL CALLING AND 
EMERGENCY FREQUENCIES 


During periods of communica- 
tions emergency these frequen- 
cies can be used as. general 
calling frequencies to expedite 
general traffic movement be- 
tween amateur stations. Emer- 
gency traffic has precedence. 
After contact has been made the 
frequency should be vacated im- 
mediately to accommodate other 
callers. Copy these frequencies 
off on a card and keep handy 
near receiver: C. W. 3550, 7100, 
14,050, 21,050 and 28,100. For 
phone: 3875, 7250, 14225, 21400 
and 29,640kc. 

Hurricane season is coming, 
sign up with your local Emer- 
gency Coordinator today or at 
your next club meeting. If you 
are not sure who you're EC is, 
check back issue of SKIP for 
names and addresses or drop a 
card to Box 501, Miami Springs, 
Fla. 


QLF (?) CONTEST HELD 
AT BROWARD RADIO 
By Thomas De Bray, K4KRJ 
Broward Radio Correspondent 


QLF? Ever hear of it? No? 
You have now. 

During the March meeting of 
the Broward Amateur Radio 
Club, Ira Hicks, W VCQ, and 
Oliver Lovendahl, W4AHZ, in- 
troduced a new method of cw 
sending. 

Entering the contest was: K4’s 
HGY, SJH, IJS, RFI, SJP, KRJ, 
SJO, W4’s DLM, EUV, YOX, 
AHZ, and EF. Our only YL con- 
testant was Fran Adams, KN4- 
PPX. 

QLF, of course, means QSO 
with the “left foot.” Each con- 
testant was required to send a 
message with his or her left 
foot. A special key was develop- 
ed by Lovey, W4AHZ, which 
included a microswitch and an 
accelerator pedal. A time limit of 
30 seconds was allowed for warm 
up. 

The record time for sending 
was one minute, one second and 
the silver engraved trophy cup 
was won by Albert Hamel, K4- 
SJH, Eastern Florida’s RM for 
cw nets. 

If your club or organization 
is interested in obtaining more 
information on OPERATION 
QLF, contact W4AHZ or W4VCQ 
—the two personalities responsi- 
ble for a good time. 


when you will need it particu- 
larly during emergencies and in 
conditions when phone is im- 
practical. It HAS happened be- 
fore and it CAN happen again. 


FROM THE CAPITAL 
Gerald Grow, K4PVU 


March saw one of the few out- 
breaks of amateur activity in the 
Tallahassee area when the Leon 
High School Amateur Radio Club 
maintained K4CAY at the An- 
nual North Florida Science Fair. 
A grand total of 15 QSO’s were 
made on 40 c.w. in view of the 
spectators. Of the three opera- 
tors present, Vic, K4GXV; Jerry, 
K4MZT; and Ger, K4PVU, at 
least two were kept busy convers- 
ing with interested persons (and 
YL’s), except for a period in 
which a 3-way was established 
across town. 


The LHS Radio Club was for- 
mally established in 1955 and 
started subscribing to SKIP in 
February of this year (vital sta- 
tistics). The rig is located, as 
the name implies, at Leon High 
School, and is limited to 40 and 
20, c.w. crystal controlled at pres- 
ent. We naturally have problems, 
being a fairly new organization. 
(You-don’t-tell-us-yaur-troubles - 
and-we-won’t-tell-you-ours dept.) 

If anyone should be in Talla- 
hassee during school hours, wan- 
der over to Leo High and look 
us up, we’d be delighted. 


As for local operating events, 
once every other blue moon some- 
one goes over to the Naval Re- 
serve Station, K4NCL, and goes 
on fone; W4DKT, W4GAA, and 
a few other locals are going 
strong, as usual; K4PVU has 
been making the rounds on some 
of the c.w. traffic net*s. 


The CD outfit here has about 
siv Communicators around on 2 
meters; W4YUU, Duke. is build- 
ing an “Ultimatic” key; W4CHZ, 
Jim, and YUU are quite busy at 
FSU and probably won’t emerge 
until field day. We have one fel- 
low waiting for his noice ticket 
and a few others working on it. 


K4GXV__ireports’_. difficulties 
(RST 359 in Penna.) on his 40 
meter rig (we’ve been wondering 
about that contraption for a long 
time now); and that’s about all 
I can see from here... 

So, until after field day (pro- 
viding something occurs that 
merits writing about), here’s 73 
from the capital. Send all news 
to 1911 Gibbs Dr., Tallahassee. 


BRAM OF TAMPA 


In the late 1920’s, W4IWM 
operated under the Navy call 
NALP and worked the amateur 
bands. They were encouraged to 
do this to a certain degree. He 
worked many old timers and had 


many interesting QSO’s_ until 
regulations prohibited around 
1932. 


MEET THE WEST 
FLORIDA S. C. M. 


Many newcomers to Florida 
find it rather confusing to learn 
that the State is divided into two 
ARRL sections. A quick glance 
at a map will explain why. 

Roughly speaking, all of Flor- 
ida west of Tallahassee is in- 
cluded in the Western Florida 
section. This means that there 
are two sets of League Officials 
in the State. 


W4RKH of Fort Walton Beach, 
whose counterpart is W4KGJ of 
Miami, is Frank M. Butler, Jr., 
the Section Communication Man- 
ager for West Florida. 


Frank attended the University 
of Alabama and Ohio State Uni- 
versity where he received his 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Electrical Engineering and work- 
ed toward his master’s degree. 

He is a member of Sigma Nu 
social fraternity and also Tau 
Beta Pi,Theta Tau, Pi Mu Ep- 
silon, Cimicron Delta Kappa and 
Phi Eta Sigma honorary fra- 
ternities. 

His first interest in radio dates 
back to 1940 but he did not get 
his first license until 1950. His 
eall was W8GBS prior to his 
present call and he has held an 
amateur extra class license since 
1952. His other tickets include a 
Commercial Radiotelephone First 
Class and a Radiotelegraph Sec- 
ond Class. He has filled the posi- 
tion as transmitter engineer for 
broadcast stations WHMA and 
WHTB. He is a member of the 
Institute of Radio Engineers and 
has served in the Army Signal 
Corps. 

At Eglin Air Force Base, 
Frank is employed as a civilian 
Electronics Engineer. He has 
been the secretary-treasurer of 
the local ARRL affiliated Eglin 
Amateur Radio Society since Jan- 
uary of 1952. Frank also serves 
as the assistant Radio Officer for 
the Okaloosa County RACES and 
is the Net Control Station for the 
Eglin A. F. B.-Fort Walton ten 
meter emergency net. He partici- 
pated in the hurricanes of 1953 
and 1956. 

The equipment at W4RKH in- 
cludes a Collins 32-V3, home built 
40 watt rig with a 6146 final, 
75-A3, SX24 and three BC 683’s. 
His antennas are 80, 40 and 20 
meter doublets plus a 10 meter 
ground plane and he works both 
phone and CW. 

His mobile and emergency 
equipment consists of a Gonset 
G-66 and a Harvey Wells TBS- 
50C in the car plus an SCR-610 
portable 10 meter rig and a 2500 
watt gasoline generator. 

Frank states that his chief ham 


MEET THE GANG 


KEY WEST 
This) monthes the | staff? ‘of 
FLORIDA SKIP _ salutes’ our 
Southernmost Florida Ham 


Friends, “The Key West Gand.” 
W4KOH, Ernie, has been doing 
a fine job of reporting the many 
ham activities in the Key West 
area. 

To the uninitiated, Key West 
has been known as the “Wireless 
City” since 1909, when Dr. Lee 
DeForest conducted experiments 
for the Navy. Shortly after, 
1911, Navy NAR was born. Her 
three 425 ft. towers still stand 
as a monument to her world-wide 
fame in radio circles. Her 35 KW 
ARC Transmitter very seldom 
missed a 2200 schedule to the 
ships at sea. In 1927, this famous 
transmitter was laid away to rest 
in the Smithsonian Institute in 
Washington. 

Old Timers’ will remember 
“KW” a call, Ladies and Gentle- 
men, famous in these parts and 
the world over; a Key West wire- 
less station which handled aero- 
nautical communications for the 
early air travel of that day. Pan 
American’s very first flight was 
from what is now tthe Key West 
International Airport, the early 
home of “KW.” Bob Cunning- 
ham 4SQ was chief operator. 


We also remember Navy Bill 
Olson, 4QC, who,did his part to 
put Key West on the map in the 
old days. 

We remember 4IL and 4IQ, Joe 
and Curly; yet, and 4BO Manuel 
Fernandez, wonder where they 
all are today? 

4AT, now W4AT is still with 
us in Key West. Joe might not 
admit it but he is the oldest old 
timer in Key West, if not the 
state of Florida! Anyway his 
Spark was giving NAR compe- 
tition before 1922. 

Many of you remember the 


activity is working 10 meter 
ground wave. His receiver is 
equipped with a squelch and he 
monitors the local frequency of 
29,560 Ke’s at all times. He has 
a crystal controlled transmitter 
on this frequency and is working 
to get all towns along the West 
Florida, Alabama and Mississippi 
Gulf Coast to adopt this frequen- 
cy. So far, the towns using it are 
Panama City, Fort Walton and 
Pensacola, and Mobile, Ala. 


We are glad to have such fel- 
lows as Frank M. Butler, Jr., 
representing amateur radio for 
the State. West Florida amateurs 
are urged to contact Frank and 
keep him posted on their activi- 
ties and help him build a stronger 
Western Florida section. 


OT’S 
Florida : “Old Timers” are 
urged to send a thumb nail 


sketch of their activities through 
the years either to Florida Skip, 
Wir 12%, MO, sexoe BVilg « Weer 
Springs or to W4TAS, 3200 Ave- 
nue A, West, Bradenton, Flor- 
ida. The material will be assem- 
bled and written into story form 
suitable for Skip and printed in 
later issue. If you have a picture 
of yourself at the operating posi- 
tion that does not have to be 
returned please include it. We 
would like to hear from every 
“Old Timer” in the State whether 
you think your story would be 
interesting or not. Leads to lo- 
cate Florida “Old Timers” who 
do not now hold a two letter W4 
call will be appreciated. 


Coconuts sent by the Conch Net 
as a rewards for working the 
required number of “Conchs.” 

Today we are fortunate in havy- 
ing the Key West Radio Club 
and station W4LLO, with W4- 
EJD Trustee and K4GSI Presi- 
dent; the Monroe County Emer- 
gency Net Control Station W4- 
ZUT; the Florida Phone Emer- 
gency Net Manager W4NQW; 
and our own FLORIDA SKIP 
Columnist W4KOH. 

We want you to meet the Key 
West Gang: W4ANJ, Don, 100 
per cent Navy, W4AT, Joe, a real 
OT, W4BCZ, Mac, QCWA, OTC, 
Mob, W4EJD, Prof, KWRC di- 
rector, W4GAH, Doc, KWRC Sec- 
Treas., W4GLJ, Len, KWHS 
Editor, K4GSI, Sev, KWRC, 
President, K4GZB, Doc, KWRC 
Director, K4AGWE, Dwayne, Mo- 
bile, 

Navy, K4HEN, Harry, Mobile 
Whiz, K4HCD, Ed, Navy Man, 
W4IIL, Bill, 40 phone traffic, 
W4KOH, Ernie, Floradora, FS, 
W4KQQ, Bob, Traffic Whiz, K4- 
LZK, Doc, 40 Meter Guy, W4- 
MCX, Johnnie, back on soon, W4- 
NQW, Chuck, EC, 

K40EX, Lance, KWRC Vice 
President, K4OFG, Bernie, Mo- 
bile & SSB, W40LA, Dave, 40/20 
CW DXer, 

K40QB, Ted, Mobile Bug, K4- 
PCF, Ed, Skip Booster, K4PLS, 
George, KWRC, Chairman, W4- 
PWU, Charlies, MARS, SSB, 6m, 
K4RYL, Ken, FB CW & Nets, 
K4SDC, Tommy, 40 meter phone, 
W4SPR, Andy, Newlywed FB! 

K4TKD, Millie, Mrs. K4PLS, 
W4YFW, Robbie, KWRC Direc- 
tor, W4YLB, Bye, Transistor OT, 
DXer, W@AKY, John, Ex-W4D- 
NU, VP7, W4LLO, KWRC, FB 
Club Station. 

A new plastic that snaps back 
into shape when dented will bring 
about, scientists say, a really 
”*dent-proof” mobile. 


Florida Skip Page 7 


THUMBNAIL SKETCH OF NCS 
By K4BNE - Rick Rutan 


At Madeira Beach, a few miles 
from downtown St. Petersburg, 
Ed Roy, K4DNM, has his home 
and antenna farm located right 
on the shores of Boca Ciega Bay. 
Ed’s B& W 5100 pokes a big 
hole in the QRM when he hits 
the net. (How can he miss when 
he’s using the Gulf of Mexico 
for a ground system?) 

Kd, despite his “K” cali is an 
old timer in the radio game, 
having gotten his start in 1922 
with the advent of broadcasting. 
Ed’s call was 9BXI until about 
1928 and worked principally 40 
meter CW. His last old rig was 
a self-excited Hartley circuit with 
203A and 2200 volts. 

Patching on 15 meters is Ed’s 
favorite part of ham activities 
now. His three element 15 meter 
beam lays a signal out all over 
the world, and Ed’s skeds are 
well-known around the 21 meg. 
band. 

Ed’s most memorable experi- 
ences all take in some form of 
traffic handling. He particularly 
remembers one QTC from Chile 
to Chicago in 1925. The addressee 
in Chicago didn’t believe it could 
be done! K4DNM also got a big 
kick out of two patches he ran, 
one to Lakeland from the Flying 
Enterprise operating MM in the 
Arabian Sea, and the other from 
a B-47 over Casablanca to a 
party in Tampa. 

Ed is an avid experimenter, 
and the wiring in his shack is 
a sight to behold. One of the 
most notable features is a large 
transformer from which Ed taps 
all his power supplies. The heat- 
ers in Ed’s rig run at idling 
power all the time to ward off 
dampness and he is ready to go 
on the air at a moment’s notice. 
The NC300 is on the air con- 
tinually, too, so don’t be sur- 
prised if K4ADNM comes bouncing 
back at your next CQ. 


ARRL OB 649 


Further expansion of the Lo- 
ran navigation service which has 
absolute priority in 1800-2000 
kilocycles now requires reduction 
of amateur sharing privileges. 
Effective midnight EST May 10, 
band segments 1875 to 1900 and 
1900 to 1925 ke are withdrawn 
from amateur use. Thereafter 
only band segments 1800 to 1825 
and 1975 to 20000 ke may be 
used by amateurs under present 
geographical and power restric- 
tions. 
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FLORIDA YL CORNER 
By Dot Saunders W4UF 


This is the last month the 
present officers of the Floridora 
YL’s will hold office. Under the 
very able guidance of President 
Fran, W4BIL, they have done a 
remarkably fine job, and the 
thanks of the entire membership 
go to them. They have set a 
splendid precedent for future of- 
ficers to follow. There is no 
substitute for a pleasant, friend- 
ly interest and spirit in any 
woman’s organization, if it is to 
succeed. Let’s keep it that way. 

The Floridora YL’s are meet- 
ing informally on Saturday eve- 
ning, April 12, during the Or- 
lando Hamfest, and it is expected 
that a carload of Georgia Peaches 
will drive down for the event. 
The annual election of officers 
will be held the following day, 
April 18, at Sanlando Springs, 
and all YL’s are invited to make 
themselves known. There are 
now 51 members in the Floridora 
YL’s, and it is hoped that many 
more licensed YL’s in the state 
will join this coming year. 


So far as is known, only four 
members participated in the CW 
Contest in March. Fran, W4BIL, 
using 10, 20 and 40M, worked 
107 stations in 29 sections for a 
score, with multiplier, of 3879. 
Lucille, W KZT, had a score of 
9025; and Kitty, W4PPQ, worked 
104 stations in 30 sections for a 
score of 3900. Fran, K4PPX, now 
a technician but still eligible to 
use her novice ticket also, en- 
tered the contest on the novice 
band and made 24 contacts in 14 
sections for a score of 420. 


Three new members joined the 
Floridora YL’s during March. 
W4PPQ, Kitty LePine, of 619 
N. W. 143 St., Miami, has a gen- 
eral class license, first obtained 
in 1933, when she was W2FKA. 
She holds the following certifi- 
cates: O. T., RCC, WAC, WAS 
and YLCC; operates o nboth CW 
and fone on 10, 15 and 20M, 
using a B&W 5100 xmtr and 
HQ140x revr; has other hobbies 
of gardening and boating, and 
an OM who is W4PQR. W4YJD, 
Christina White of 285 N. W. 131 
St., Miami, has held a general 
class license since 1953. She has 
an ARRL Code Proficiency cer- 
tificate, and is on fone, CW and 
SSB, on 7 thru 28 Me, using a 
B&W 5100 with home-brew KW 
final, and a 75A83 revr. She is 
also interested in painting, knit- 
ting and fishing, and her OM, 
Whitey, is W4PQ. KN4UIZ, 
Evalyn Roberts of 2460 Raeford 
Rd., Orlando, received her novice 


license this year. She is on 40 
and 80M, using xtals at 3525-9, 
7154, 7160, 7164 and 7196 ke. She 
is a designer by occupation, and 
another hobby is collecting spe- 
cimen sea shells. Her OM is 
George, W4TEE. Welcome, gals, 
and we hope you'll all soon be 
joining us regularly on the Mon. 
a. m. Net, and be on the air at 
other times. A tremendous 
amount of interest is being ex- 
pressed by the OM’s as to the 
Floridora Certificate, so the more 
of our members there are active- 
ly on the air, the more of them 
will be able to earn it. 


Marge, KN4RNS, has passed 
her conditional license, and is 
awaiting her ticket. We hope 
you’ll join the group on the Mon. 
a. m. Net soon. 


Dot, W4UF, had a run of good 
DX on 10M fone in one fifty-hour 
period during March 11-13. 
Using a Viking Valiant and 2- 
element plumber’s delight beam, 
she had QSO’s with SV¢FR, EA- 
3FQ, F9CK, G2CZS, E6JT, OQ- 
5EU, CR6CN and ELIB. i 

Mae, W8CUL/4 is spending 
some time at Sarasota, Fla. and 
has called into the Mon. a. m. 
Net. She visited the St. Peters- 
burg Amateur Radio Club on 
April 4, as did Betty, W4GGQ, 
and OM Andy, W4IYT, in March. 


Blanche, W4GXZ, and her OM 
who moved from Jacksonville 
last year to N. J., have now been 
transferred to Massachusetts 
where she will be getting a W1 
call soon. We still hope, Blanche, 
that the powers that be will get 
you back down here before too 
long. 

Meg, K4HSC, will be leaving 
Coral Gables in early May for 
the north Ga. mountains and 
lakes, where she and her OM will 
now be. spending about six 
months every year at their sec- 
ond QTH. Our loss will be the 
Georgia Peaches’ gain, but we’ll 
be looking forward to her re- 
turn next fall. 


Fran, W4BIL, the _ retiring 
President of the Floridora YL’s, 
would like to extend her very 
best wishes to all of the new 
officers. She congratulates them 
on their election and thanks all 
of the members for their fine 
cooperation during her term this 
past year. 


Fran, W4BIL, received a most 
interesting letter in March from 
Fumi Abe, JALAEQ of Nagaoka, 
Japan, the foreign YL whose 
membership she has sponsored in 
the YLRL. The following are ex- 
cerpts from it: “I have never 
worked any W station as yet, al- 
though listen very often to the 
American Phone Band on 7MC. 


Any JA station cannot call on 
the air on 7188 by rule. Instead 
we hear below 7150 where we 
call Ws. At around 2000 JST on 
7MC is quite a chance to hear 
W6, W7 and the like. That will 
be around 6 a. m. your time and 
very favorable for me, too, be- 
cause I usually relax at this time 
after supper. Nothing disturbs 
except QRM and BCI. 


“We have often been working 
VK4 on 50MC since the middle 
of February. I spare almost all 
the free time to try with 4-ele- 
ment Yagi antenna. VK can be 
copied around noon and 2000 our 
time, and W around 7 to 10 a. m. 
About this time KL7, VE7, etc. 
are very well. JAs have suc- 
ceeded in W3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 4, 
but not W4 yet. If you have a 
friend who’s got a VHF just tell 
her to aim at JA, will you? 


“Do you have 50MC? I can 
tell you VHF is very enjoyable. 
We, my husband JA1PK and I, 
are trying to make a record on 
VHF ground wave. There is a 
big mountain chain between 
northern Japan JA1 and western 
Japan JA¢d where we live now, 
no one has succeeded to work 
over that with ground wave. I 
hope we can make it. 


“We have no more than 10 
YLs in JA, it is too few to hold 
a club but all of us are planning 
to make one some day. I myself 
started to work on the air sec- 
ond earliest of all YLs in Japan. 


“As for ham feasts, we have 
many kinds: of all over JA, of 
prefecture, of district; VHF 
meetings, family conventions, 
and so on. Family meetings are 
held at the same time with Field 
meetings, but not very often, 
social and financial conditions 
encounter us. They will amount 
to something when we have more 
YY Uae 


WHAT CAN A RANGE FILTER 
DO FOR YOU? 


A pilot on a radio range hears 
a steady 1020 cycle tone in his 
headset. All the radio signals he 
receives are filtered out except 
1020 cycles. Now suppose you are 
sitting at home in front of your 
communications receiver and lis- 
tening to a nice CW signal. Along 
comes a lot of noisey QRM—So 
you insert the range filter ahead 
of your headset, tune your SW 
note to a nice 1020 cycles, and 
everything else drops out. 

These filters have a very nar- 
row band pass in the 1020 cycle 
region of the audio spectrum. A 
further refinement is to incor- 
porate variable band-pass by con- 
necting a variable 5000 ohm 
potentiometer from the input to 
the output of the filter. This 
variable resistance path across 
the filter tends to flatten the 
band-pass characteristics and of- 
fers a simple means of control- 
ling the amount of filter effect. 


These range filters were man- 
ufactured for the Navy and the 
Air Force by United Transformer 
Corporation and other firms 
noted for their quality High-Q 
L/C circuits. They were designed 
for 600 ohm input and output 
but work exceedingly well on 
lower or higher input/output 
impedance. Simple 500 ohm line 
transformers may be used by the 
exacting ham to get a perfect 
match; others may use 600 ohm 
shunt resistors; some may have 
receivers with 600 ohm output 
and 600 ohm surplus headsets. 

These filters can be found on 
the surplus market in new or 
very good used condition and 
weigh only about three pounds. 


It is a kind of good deed to 
say well; and yet words are no 
deeds. 


“I BUY, SELL, OR TRADE” 


All types of New Electronic Tubes. 


Need Transmitting, 


Receiving, TV, Special Purpose, Magnetrons, Klystrons, 
Broadcast, Miniature, Sub-miniature, Transistors. . . 
Also buy and sell Ham, Aircraft and Marine Electronic 
Equipment. Send your list, advising prices and condi- 


tion of Tubes or Equipment. 
| may have it, at a bargain price. 


Send also your needs. 
Phone 4-2982 


BILL SLEP, W4FHY 


| Paid Gi) Ph wLOlp eer thie: 


Ellenton, Florida 


BEHIND THE GREEN KEYS 
Don Wiggins, W4EHU 


HAMFEST... 


We enjoyed meeting a number 
of the Florida “Green Key Punch- 
ers” at the Orlando Hamfest. 
Quite a bit of interest was shown 
in watching our faithful Model 
26 pound out UP press. Hope a 
spark of interest in RTTY was 
struck in some of the onlookers. 
Time and circumstances did not 
permit a demonstration of two- 
way amateur teletype operation, 
we are sorry to say, but maybe 
next time! 


FILTERS... . 


The “heart” of the audio type 

terminal unit is the bandpass 
filter used for separating the 
Mark and Space frequencies. The 
ideal filter would have a “flat 
top” of about 250 cycles and very 
high attenuation outside of this 
pass band. One filter is centered 
at 2125 cps and the other at 2975 
cps. These particular frequencies 
were chosen to allow harmonics 
from the limiter to fall outside 
of the pass bands. The reason for 
the 250 cycle pass band is that 
a single 22 millisecond pulse of 
say, 2125 eps, is actually a 2125 
eps “carrier” and “sidebands” 
every 22.7 cycles each side. 
If we pass five of these side- 
bands, we get good pulse repro- 
duction, hence we need about 125 
cycles on each side. 

The simplest filters can be 
constructed from a single, low-Q 
inductance, tuned to the proper 
center frequency by paper or 
mica condensers. Do not use cer- 
amic capacitors since these are 
voltage sensitive and will detune 
on strong signals. 

An easy-to-obtain coil is a TV 
width coil which is also variable, 
making adjustment easy. Filters 
built in this manner have a round 
pass band and low attenuation 
outside the desired pass band. 
Thus, strong interfering signals 
can mess up the copy. 

Much better filters can be con- 
structed by using high-Q coils 
and a pi or T filter design using 
at least two sections. Sch filters 
can be designed from charts and 
tables in electrical engineering 
handbooks. The type coil usually 
used is a toroid, which gives Qs 
of about 100. 


Such toroids are quite expen- 
sive when purchased from UTC, 
Burnell, etc. As usual, the sur- 
plus hounds have discovered a 
cheap source of these units. The 
Type C-114 loading coils can be 
bought for about $1 each and 
contains an 88 mh. toroid. Four 


toroids will make up into a pair 
of M-S filters. 

While they last, by the very 
generous courtsy of W4FBC, Bud 
at Tarpon Springs, RTTY hams 
can have a set of 96 mh. toroids 
for the price of the postage (a- 
bout 50c). Bud got a number of 
these mainly for MARS mem- 
bers and will pass out what is 
left to first-comers. I will be 
glad to send circuits for filters 
using either these toroids or the 
88 mh. type to anyone wanting 
them. 


FLORIDA ACTIVITY .”. : 


There should be some new RY’s 
floating around the ether from 
Florida by the time this is in 
print. Nat, W4AYV, has finished 
his TU and is printing with his 
model 26. Nat is converting an 
ARC 5 VFO for FSK so will be 
ready to go soon. Incidentally, 
the command transmitters are 
very easy to modify for FSK and 
make a FB exciter for RTTY. 

Had a nice letter from an ex- 
Chicago area RTTY’er, K4QKT, 
ex W9ZMU, who we are happy 
to have at Melbourne. Jim has a 
model 400 series machine which 
prints on gummed tave — says 
the humidity there kinda gums 
things uv! Also the humidity took 
a toll of a counvle of his power 
transformers so he will probably 
get on the air as soon as repairs 
can be made. 

Ches, K4KKH, at Fort Pierce, 
has added a model 15 to his model 
26 and 12. Ches has nice KWM-1 
and Gonset Communicator set up 
in his Volkswagon station wagon. 
Maybe he can install a printer 
and have mobile RTTY! 

The Miami area seems to be 
sprouting more RTTY stations 


by the day. .. W4ERK, Leo, has 
Collins equipment on RTTY at 
Miami Shores. Leo works twenty 
meters most of the time. Ac- 
cording to Chester, W4IFR, there 
are seferal good, strong RTTY 
stations on the high end of 20 
every night, with practically no 
QRM! Guess we will have to get 
up a 20 meter antenna, Chester, 
and join in the fun. 


HELP WANTED. 


Fellows, if you are on RTTY, 
interested in RTTY or would just 
like to see your call in print, 
drop me a postcard or send me 
a radiogram or Marsgram. If you 
have any kinks or hints, hot news, 
DX contacts, etc., lets spread the 
god word around the state. Do 
you have any equipment to sell 
or horsetrade? Will be watching 
for your message! 


WARNING... 


RTTY QSO’s are so darn fas- 
cinating that many of us find 
ourselves batting out the dope 
on the keyboard and forgetting 
the time. The FCC requires CW 
identification at least once every 
ten minutes. This station got a 
nice note from an OO who print- 
ed me for twenty minutes! Was 
sure glad it wasn’t from the RI, 
as they have issued citations to 
some of the gang. 

Needless to say, I have turned 
over a new leaf! Perhaps a simple 
ten minute timer would be useful 
to an RTTY station, lest we for- 
get. 


When visiting our advertisers, 
please, please, PLEASE tell when 
them you saw their ad in FLOR1 
IDA SKIP. It means a lot to 
them — and us. 
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OPERATION ALERT 1958 


The National Civil Defense Ex- 
ercise, “Operation Alert 1958” is 
scheduled for May 6-7, 1958. 


The exercise is scheduled for 
a 12-hour period on each of these 
days, commencing with “Check- 
erboard” (time unknown) on May 
6 and resuming at 9:00 am. EST 
on May 7. 


“Checkerboard” is the simula- 
ted air raid warning. 


Amateur participation is urged 
and should be within the Radio 
Amateur Civil Emergency Ser- 
vice (RACES) plans, approved 
and pending. 

If you are not operating in 
accordance with an approved or 
pending RACES plan, do not op- 
erate on the authorized RACES 
frequencies. 


Render assistance if you can; 
see your local civil defense di- 
rector and offer your services. 


Art Melvin - W4UHY 
State Communications 
Officer 


PUBLICITY PLUS 


The March issue of READER’S 
DIGEST featured an excellent 
story on amateur radio and the 
phone patch. The story is about 
the Air Force boys up at the 
SAC base at Thule and Ice Is- 
land. 

The story was very well writ- 
ten by John G. Hubbell. It 
sounded like Mr. Hubbell was an 
amateur, but no call was given. 

If you get a chance read 
“Home on the Phone Patch” 
pages 184 through 188. After you 
finish reading it, you’ll want to 
rush right out a build one. 


HAM HEADQUARTERS 


Serving the Southeast, the Caribbean and Latin America 


Phone FRanklyn 9-4794 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR: 


_-National ¢ Hallicrafter 


Hammarlund e Barker & Williamson @ Sonar e E.F. Johnson 
Bud e Gonset¢R.M.E. ¢ Elmac ¢ Master Mobile e Telrex 
Mosley ¢ Peterson @ Amphenol e Stancor @ Merit 


patalcue on all our products are yours for the asking...and, when 
you’re in poasiete or. in for a hehe Fat oh re shea most welcome! 


eT RS 


1809 N.E. 2nd AVE. 


e MIAMI 


32, FLORIDA 
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THE INDIVIDUAL 
TRAFFIC STATION 


By Morgan “Mac” McCheehy 
W4FPC/SEA 


Parte 


(The following traffic outline 
was sent to Florida Skip by one 
of Florida’s most outstanding 
traffic men, Mac McSheehy W4- 
FPC/SEA of St. Petersburg. Due 
to the length of the outline, it 
will be printed in two parts. Ed.) 


We hear much talk about ama- 
teur traffic stations who seem 
mysteriously to abound most 
everywhere until you start look- 
ing for one. In fact, there actu- 
ally are a good many traffic sta- 
tions, several in our own town 
too. Let us see how we might 
classify a traffic station as dif- 
ferent from any other amateur 
radio station. 


WHO IS HE AND WHAT 
ARE HIS QUALIFICATIONS 


The traffic station amateur is 
but another one of us who de- 
votes much of his hobby time to 
that phase of amateur radio 
which concerns the sending, re- 
ceiving and delivering of amateur 
radiograms. A good amateur 
traffic handler however really 
should be imbued with the desire 
to do the best job possible in 
this field. He should be the aim 
not only to send and receive mes- 
sages accurately but to always 
strive to effect routings insuring 
the fastest delivery possible of 
his outgoing messages, and tak- 
ing prompt action to see that 
his incoming messages’ reach 
their respective addresses without 
undue delay. 


WHAT TOOLS MUST HE 
HAVE TO DO A JOB 


The traffic amateur, of course, 
should hold a valid license of 
general class or better. He should 
be equipped with a variable fre- 
quency transmitter of carrier 
capability in excess of 50 watts 
fone and cw. He should have a 
receiver of sufficient quality and 
sensitivity to copy signals rea- 
sonably well through all but the 
roughest interference. To be 
specific we refer to receivers at 
least of quality of NC-125 or 
perhaps we might say receivers 
in the $150. or better class. 


It might here be noted that 
there are many good quality, not 
too old, receivers costing origin- 
ally many times this amount 
which today may be had for less 
than $150. He should have a 
Suitable antenna reasonably re- 


sonant to the bands he desires to 
work. He should be familiar 
with FCC regulations governing 
amateur operation especially re- 
garding character of transmitted 
intelligence and special regula- 
tions governing international 
communications. He should have 
a copy of ARRL’s “Operating 
An Amateur Radio Station.” He 
should have a copy of the latest 
available ARRL Net Directory. 

He should provide or develop 
some systematic method of keep- 
ing his messages. This is com- 
monly termed a message file. To 
be successful, he certainly should 
be endowed with a real desire to 
serve in this field of message 
handling. 


HOW DOES HE PERFORM 


Assuming that an amateur is 
reasonably able to comply with 
the foregoing, the next thing is 
for him to select a traffic net to 
join and start calling in on same. 
As far as known ALL amateur 
traffic nets are open to any 
properly licensed amateur. It is 
difficult to advise in detail just 
what net to join, but a few gen- 
eral considerations might be: 
Phone net or c. w. net? 

Is your community covered at 
present by a traffic station on 
the particular net you may be 
interested in? If so, is there just 
one station calling in from your 
community, or several? If more 
than one, is it possible to rotate 
nights (or mornings) during the 
week so that any one station 
would not have to meet the net 
every day? 

If the net desired does not 
need more local members, what 
other nets appear to need ser- 
vice from your station? It is 
well to remember that besides 
providing local traffic service, 
there is real need for stations 
who are in a position and who 
have suitable equipment, to pro- 
vide relaying service, rather than 
just terminal service for the 
community in which they are 
located. 

Therefore, do not overlook the 
possibility of serving on the 
NTS or even offering to serve as 
a TCRS station. However, before 
any amateur attempts to repre- 
sent an area in the National 
Traffic System or even offers 
to serve as the Transcontinental 
Relay Station, that amateur 
should have had considerable ex- 
perience in local and statewide 
traffic nets, otherwise he would 
be decidedly lacking in know- 
ledge and experience to the end 
that he could seriously slow up 
operations in these two men- 
tioned relay nets. 


(Part II next month) 


OLD TIMERS CHAIR 
By Hank McMurria W4TAS 


Among last year’s crop of 
“Snowbirds” who decided to 
make their migration to Florida 
a permanent one is W. O. (Bill) 
Rogers of DeBary, Florida. Bill 
is otherwise known as K4BR and 
his dulcet tones can be detected 
at noontime as he reports into 
the FMTN and although he is 
an accomplished C. W. operator, 
his electronic keyer can be heard 
each morning at ten as he QNI’s 
the Gator Slow Speed Net. 


Bill says he started in amateur 
radio back in 1917 with the usual 
receiver of the times consisting 
of a home made _ loose-coupler 
(miles of wire on a Mother’s 
Oats box) and a galena detector. 
It was good for the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, twenty miles away 
and later NAA which was real 
DX. 

After World War 1, Bill ap- 
plied for and passed his examina- 
tion for a license. He was issued 
the call 2ATO. His first trans- 
mitter was a Ford spark coil 
operated from a big Edison stor- 
age battery. DX was about eight 
miles. 

As soon as electricity was 
piped into the house, Bill grad- 
uated to Thordarson one half 
KW spark. Helical wound oscilla- 
tion transformer and oil filled 
condensers completed the station. 
The antenna was a four wire flat 
top of random length. 

At about this time, like a true 
ham, Bill decided that he could 
improve on the transformer de- 
sign by removing turns from the 
primary. With this accomplished 
and power increased as a result, 
it was a very short time before. 
Bill found out that fuses were 
grossly underated (he thought) 
and he had to place pennies be- 
hind them to make them hold. 
Incidentally, the windows from 
blown fuses served as repair 
parts for the condensers when 
they shorted. This “on again-off 
again” operating condition ex- 
isted until Bill’s father found out 
about the fuses. Without the aid 
of the Department of Com- 
merce, his license was suspended. 


By this time, electronic tubes 
were making their appearance. 
The receiver was rebuilt with a 
detector and two stages of audio 
ad these Audion tubes with pig- 
tail leads at $6.50 each kept Bill 


ARRL OB 646 


The Federal Civil Defense Ad- 
ministration has just released 
standards for this years Oper- 
ation Alert. The activity will be 
divided into three phases, only 
the first of which will affect 
amateurs and RACES. This will 
take place on May 6 and 7. In 
order to evaluate present capa- 
bilities only amateurs signed up 
in civil defense with RACES 
plans approved or pending are 
requested to participate. If you 
are signed up in RACES be sure 
to contact your Radio Officer to 
learn what plans are being made 
for local participation. Now is 
also a good time to make ad- 
vance arrangements with em- 
ployers or personal affairs to 
assure your availability on May 
6 and 7. Details will appear in 
May. 


fresh out of cash for long periods 
of time. 


In 1921 Bill was operating 
4ON on two hundred meters and 
above from Atlanta, Georgia. 
Schooling at Georgia Tech was 
supposed to be his main activity 
but activity at the school radio 
station almost caused his termi- 
nation of student status. 


The call letters at the school 
station at that time were 4YA 
and Army Signal Corps WX5 
and CD7. Since no prefixes were 
in vogue, QSO’s were always 
certain if we used the call CD7. 
Of course 7CD got a lot of QSL 
cards he knew nothing about. 


Bill graduated in 1925 as an 
Electrical Engineer and moved 
to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania where 
he operated W80OW. In 1929 he 
was in New Jersey and his call 
was W2CCJ which he retained 
until his move to sunny (7?) 
Florida in early 1957. 


To quote K4BR, “My interests 
are mixed. Some traffic, some 
operating, some DX chasing and 
some building. I like local rag- 
chews but prefer personal meet- 
ings with the fellows them- 
selves.” 


RE SS BSE 
WANTED 
EARLY WIRELESS GEAR 
1900 - 1925 
Will Pay Cash For Any Old Time 
SPARK or CW GEAR. 
Sets - Parts - Units 
All Letters Answered 
W6MEA - 2341 IVYLAND 
ARCADIA, CAL. 


PRESERVE YOUR PRIZED DX QSL'S 
WILL LAMINATE your QSL’s in clearplastic — 3x5 — 50e each 


Social security cards, licenses, photos — 2 x 8 — 2b5e each 
Valuable papers, clippings, anything under 54%x7%— $1 P.P. 
W38AXA — J. H. Van Artsdalen — Box 78 — Jacobus, Pa. 


AREC 


The Amateur Radio Emergency 
Corps is composed of licensed 
amateurs who have voluntarily 
registered their qualifications 
and equipment for communica- 
tion duty in the public service 
when disaster strikes. Every li- 
censed amateur, whether or not 
a member of ARRL or any other 
local or national organization, 
is eligible for membership in the 
Emergency Corps. The only other 
qualification is a sincere desire. 
There are two grades of member- 
ship in the Corps: (a) Full Mem- 
bership, under which the appli- 
cant pledges active participation 
in periodic tests, and (b) Sup- 
porting Membership, requiring 
only limited participation as 
time permist. The possession of 
emergency-powered equipment is 
desirable, but is not a require- 
ment for either grade. 


Everyone interested in joining 

the AREC contact your EC for 
* applicatio nblanks, or drop a card 
to me if you are not sure who he 
is. 


listed below are more Emer- 
gency Coordinators in the East- 
ern Florida Section: 


South Pinellas County, Marvin 
E. Kaniss W4WPF, 7931 Elbow 
Lane, St. Petersburg, North Pi- 
nellas, Thomas C. Abernathy W4- 
AYX, 132 Emerald Lane, Largo. 


Polk, Merritt A. Stoner W4- 
BJI, 628 West Park St., Lake- 
land, Putnam, Joseph D. Ladd 
W4QCP, San Mateo, St. Lucie, 
Hivdeeenucn KACXW, P: O. Box 
1051, Ft. Pierce. 


St. Johns, Judson B. West Jr. 
W4UHC, 308 Alcazar St., St. 
Augustine, Sarasota, Kenneth 
Siegel W4LMT, 1656 Catalonia 
Lane, Sarasota. 


Andrew C. Clark W41IYT 
SEC, Eastern Florida, ARRL 


ARRL OB 647 


About May one FCC will begin 
new system of call prefixes for 
new amateur station licenses. 
This policy is made necessary 
by shortage of calls in second 
and sixth districts and will be 
put into effect in those areas 
first. All new licenses except 
Novice will have WA repeat WA 
prefixes. All new Novices will 
have WV repeat WV prefixes 
changing to WA upon advance- 
raent to permanent grade. FCC 
cannot consider requests for calls 
out of the new alphabetical se- 
quence except as provided in 
amateur rules. See May QST 
for complete details. 


OUR HOBBY 
By W4SDR 


Our hobby is one of many 
facets and our individual inter- 
ests are almost as varied. FCC 
requires us to maintain our code 
speed and technical knowledge 
up to the level of the ticket we 
hold; otherwise, there are no re- 
strictions and the choice is ours. 

The builder, the traffic man, 
the experimenter, the DX hound, 
the CW op, the antenna bug, the 
phone man, the VHF gang, all 
have their respected places in 
our fraternity. But, are you in 
a rut? Do you spend all your 
hamming time talking into a 
mike while your key and solder- 
ing iron and handbook get rusty? 
Or is your workbench bustling 
while the ole rig gathers dust? 

The choice is yours but maybe 
you are missing something. Our 
most active season has begun, 
Ham fests, emergency planning 
and drills, field day, exhibits, 
portable operation. Will you EN- 
JOY these events? Or will your 
participation be an uninteresting 
club chore? Sharpen up your 
operating or dust off the work- 
bench or whatever you’ve been 
neglecting. It’s more fun when 
you know how. 


BARC BUYS CODE AND 
THEORY COURSE 


By Thomas DeBray, K4KRJ 


During Bare’s March meeting, 
two-thirds majority of members 
voted for the purchase of a com- 
plete code and theory course. In- 
cluded in the course are 24 rec- 
ords. Seven records of which are 
devoted to theory and seventeen 
include cw practice from 1 to 20 
wpm. 

James Knight, K4HGY and 
Treasurer of BARC will conduct 
a code and theory class on ten 
meters in the near future. More 
will appear about this class as 
soon as final arrangements are 
made. 

Here is your chance to obtain 
valuable practice for your 
“ticket”. Be on the watch for 
definite plans coming soon from 
Broward County’s “on the air” 
session. 

Read FLORIDA SKIP and be 
informed of local and around the 
state happenings. Yours annually 
for $1.00. 


ATTENTION NOVICES 


FLORIDA SKIP is looking for 
a Novice (or General — 5 star) 
who would like to take over the 
“Novice Notes” column. Require- 
ments will be supplied to anyone 
interested by sending card to 
FLORIDA SKIP Inc., Box 501, 
Miami Springs, Fla. 


MR. BUDD 


“Wild Bill” Budd, W4WDX of 
Sarasota has done it again. Bill, 
whose story about his “dog- 
bones” has already appeared in 
various periodicals including 
Popular Science, will break into 
print in the Saturday Evening 
Post in a few weeks under an 
article titled “The Face Of The 
Nation.” 

To top off all this notoriety, 
MR. BUDD had a long distance 
call from New York. It was the 
Voice of America requesting in- 
formation for a half hour pro- 
gram, 

We, who have followed Bill’s 
progress with the erosion prob- 
lems through the years, want to 
congratulate him and wish him 
continued success. If you want 
to know more about it, he can be 
found on 75 and 40 meters most 
any time of the day. 


SOCKS NEED MENDING 
Jim Kellow, W4JZ 


At nine on Monday mornings, 
while the OM over work does 
bend, the gals all get together, 
and on 7230 they send. 

The housework is neglected, in 
the sink the dishes lie while the 
XYL is hamming some DX she’s 
going to try. 

The furniture it needs dust- 
ing, and there’s the OM’s socks 
to mend, but on the hock is 
hanging, a message she’s got to 
send, 

The air is filled with chatter, 
that over the back fence was 
spilled, in the oven the dinner 
is burning, the kitchen with 
smoke is filled. 

Now I'll leave it to you fellers, 
if all I’ve said aint true, but when 
the gals a start a calling, whats 
a poor gal going to do. 


Add definition: Will power — 
when you can continue dressing 
for church after the Sunday 
paper has been thrown on the 
front porch. 
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LARSGRAM NR 1. 


The Lakeland Amateur Radio 
Society has a new Club publica- 
tion called “LARSgram” edited 
by Bill Ross KN4RDG. Here is 
a Novice that is doing a great 
job for his Club. Bill is also 
Secretary of LARS and has his 
hands full. He is also SKIP’s area 
reporter and requests all news 
items by the 8th of each month. 


Good luck to the LARSgram 
and KN4RDG. 
ARRL OB 648 
Satellite orbital predictions 


giving times and longitudes of 
reaching vertex are now being 
transmitted Monday through 
Friday at 2030 local standard 
time by the Civil Air Patrol on 
a regional basis. See page 59 of 
April QST for the full schedule 
of frequencies, times and other 
details of the CAP broadcasts 
of satellite data. 


If there is some phase of ama- 
teur radio that you would like to 
see in Florida Skip let us know 
about it. Better yet, help us round 
up the information and it will be 
printed. There are no paid report- 
ers on the Skip staff. How about 
taking on the job as an unpaid 
reporter? Skip needs you and 
the amateurs need Skip. 


ARRL CALENDAR 


May 1 Send Activity reports 

to SCM. 
W6OWP Qualifying 

Run. 

May 3 LO (League Official) 
Party. 

May 15 Florida Skip deadline. 

May 23 CP Qualifying Run 
WIAW. 

June 1 Ocala 
you there 

June 4 CP Qualifying Run 
W6OWP. 


Hamfest. See 


RADIO 


TUBES 


We WILL PAY CASH FOR YOUR’ EXCESS 


“NI EW” 


“UNUSED” 


RADIO TUBES 


PLEASE SEND US YOUR LISTS. 


U. N. ELECTRONICS, INC. 


Transmitting & Receiving Radio Tubes 


3915 N.W. 25th Street 
Miami 42, Florida 


Open Daily 9 to 5 
Saturday 9 to 1 


Member of 
Miami C. of C. 


Phone: 
NEwton 3-2591 
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NEW CALL SIGN PREFIX 
TO BE ASSIGNED 
AMATEUR STATIONS 
Amateur radio station call 
signs having the K and W prefix 
available for assignment in the 
second and sixth call areas of the 
continental United States will be 
exhausted in a short time. The 
Department of the Navy does 
not concur in the use of “N” 
ealls for amateur stations be- 
cause of its use of such call signs 
for the identification of certain 
military reserve radio stations. 
Consequently, the “N” call sign 
block, which is the only remain- 
ing call sign block allocated 
internationally to the United 
States from which a single-letter 
prefix amateur call sign can be 
derived, is not available for as- 
signment to amateur stations. 
Therefore, when single-letter K 
or W prefixes are no longer 


NEW STORE HOURS __ 


available for assignment in a 
continental call area, such as the 
second and sixth call areas re- 
ferred to above, two-letter pre- 
fixes will be assigned in accord- 
ance with the following: 


1. The WA prefix will be as- 
signed to all amateur sta- 
tions except the stations 
of Novice Class operators. 

2. When practicable, the WN 
prefix will be assigned to 
the stations of Novice 
Class operators, otherwise 
the WV prefix will be as- 
signed to such stations. 

38. Call signs with a two-letter 
prefix and a two-letter suf- 
fix will not be assigned to 
amateur stations located in 
the continental United 
States. 


THE CALL SIGN RULE 
AND EXAMPLES OF ITS 
APPLICATION 


Section 12.81(a) of the Com- 


STARTING MONDAY, APRIL 7th, 1958 


FREE PARKING 


FREE COFFEE 


mission’s Amateur Radio Serv- 

ive Rules provide that: 
“The call signs of amateur 
stations will be assigned sys- 
tematically by the Commission 
with the following exceptions: 
(1) A specific unassigned call 
sign may be reassigned to the 
most recent holder thereof; 
(2) A specific unassigned call 
sign may be assigned to a 
previous holder if not under li- 
cense during the past 5 years; 


(3) A specific unassigned call 
sign may be assigned to an 
amateur organization in mem- 
oriam to a deceased member 
and former holder thereof; 
(4) A specific call sign may 
be temporarily assigned to a 
station connected with an 
event, or events, of general 
public interest; 

(5) An unassigned ’two-letter 
call sign’ (a call sign having 
two letters following the num- 


HELP — PLEASE 


Amateur traffic stations in 
Northern and Western part of 
Florida are urgently needed to 
clear traffic to those areas. The 
Gator Net, 7105 ke 9 a.m. to 10 
a.m. (high speed and 10 a.m. to 
11 a.m. (10 WPM or less) and 
the Florida Midday Traffic Net, 
7230 ke 12 to 1 p.m. Monday thru 
Saturday would greatly appre- 
ciate any amateur stations par- 
ticipate in net activities from 
anywhere in the State of Flor- 
ida. 


Amateur stations in bordering 
states interested in expiditing 
traffic, are always welcome to 
join either net. 


eral) may be assigned to a 
previous holder of a two-letter 
call sign the prefix of which 
consisted of not more than a 
single letter.” 


OPEN MONDAY EVENINGS UNTIL 9:00 PM 


AND SATURDAYS UNTIL 5:00 PM 
MEET YOUR FRIENDS 


LARGEST AND MOST COMPLETE ‘HAM’ STOCK IN THE SOUTH 


OFFICIAL AUTHORIZED FACTORY SERVICE STATION FOR COLLINS 
DOWN, UP TO 24 MONTHS TO PAY 


HIGHEST TRADES 


Barker and Williamson 
Central Electronics 


| CENTRAL ELECTRONICS 100-V 


Cesco 
Collins 75A-4 
Collins KWS-1 


| COLLINS KWM-1 | 


Drake 
E-Z Way Towers 
Gonset — All Models 


GONSET COMMUNICATOR III 


61 N.E. 9th STREET 
MIAMI 32, FLORIDA 
Phone: FRanklin 17-2511 
Open: Daily 8:30-5:30 
Sat. til 5:00 p.m. 


Monday Evenings until 9:00 p.m. 


SOUTH’S 


— EASIEST TERMS — 10% 
10 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
IN STOCK NOW 


GPR-90 


Hallicrafters — All Models 


JOHNSON THUNDERBOLT 


Johnson — All Models 


~ Mosley 


| HALLICRAFTERS SX-101-MARK III | MOSLEY TA-33 TRI-BANDER 


HALLICRAFTERS HT-32 


Hammarlund 


Harvey-Wells 


| HY-GAIN ANTENNAS - ALL MODELS | 


| HAMMARLUND H@Q-110 


LARGEST ELECTRONIC 


INDUSTRIAL DISTRIBUTORS 


National — All Models 


| NATIONAL NC-300 


Radiart-CDR-Ham Rotor 


| RME-4350-A | 


Vibroplex — All Models 


WRL — All Models 


CALL or WRITE 


WILEY (SENATOR) W4WSJ 
PHIL (PETE) K4GCU 
MATT (MELBOURNE) W4BRC 
FRANK (BOSS) W4ICE 


PAINT BUCKET RADIO 


It all started with painting the 
house. The XYL didn’t mind me 
mixing tree spray in her wash 
bucket but when I started to 
use sauce pans and bowls for 
the paint job word was done 
handed out I was cut off! With 
this declaration I was infromed 
I could get a good bucket on sale 
for 29c up town at the surplus 
store and to start saving my 
pennies out of the lunch money. 
(My XYL is real good at finding 
bargains like this.) 

“Hey, mister — where’s your 
buckets for 29c? What! You 
mean I can get a package of 
20 lbs. of insulators in the bucket 
for an additional 21c? Who can 
pass up a bargain like this? OK, 
lll take it. What am I going 
to use them for? Well I am an 
old-time ham but I haven’t been 
on the air with my own rig for 
as many years as you have fin- 
gers and toes and I just may be 
able to use these insulators in 
my project to get back on the 
air some day.” 

“You mean you have a com- 
plete transmitter for $15.00! As- 
sembled and ready to go? OK, 
let’s see it. Hmm — this is bet- 
ter than nothing. It’s all set to 
go? Oh, you say you have never 
been able to get any grid drive 
to the final? Hmm — that ought 
to be easy. Gee whiz! — Instruc- 
tion book and all! Here’s your 
$15. (Doggone, there goes my 
spending money for two months)” 

“Boy — this ought to make 
a hot station with a 51J-4 for 
a receiver! Let’s just hope the 
boss don’t ask for it back soon. 
Well — let’s get this in our hot 
little hands and get home with 
it. Too late to put up an antenna 
today — let’s just hang a piece 
of wire on it and see what she'll 
do. Let’s see — from the garage 
door to the lime tree to the 
clothes dryer — that’s about 60 
feet! Boy — am I an optimist!” 

“Let’s fire it up and see what 
pives —-_ CQ, CQ, CQ, DE W4_... 
Holy smokes! Here comes a W1 
back. This is a bigger thrill than 
getting the first license. Let’s 
see what he reports — RST569X. 
Boy — tomorrow we have to get 
up an antenna. 

Let’s see what we have in the 
junk box. No antenna wire! Well 
— this #14 covered ought to 
do the trick. Oh, oh — where’s 
that bargain bucket of insula- 
tors? Now let’s see what we got 
left in the way of RG-8. Not too 
much but if we run the antenna 
through the mango tree we can 
get it 12 feet inthe air and the 
coax will reach. Listen to the 
report that boy is giving us! 589 
Golly — this is a little slow on 


CW as rusty as I am. Wonder 
how we can get this thing on 
phone? Let’s see — we got to 
get it on phone for the ‘on-the- 
air’ club meeting next Thursday 
night. Let’s put the micromatch 
on this thing and see how we 
are doing — 25 watts forward 
and 15 reflected. Not much but 
we sure are clicking them off. 
Nothing in the junk box to get 
us on phone! Oh well — here 
goes some more hard earned cash 
for a WRL screen modulator kit. 
Printed circuitry too! Guess I 
better not try to work this pro- 
ject while I am _ painting the 
house or I'll end up with a 
‘painted’ circuit.” 

“All done! Let’s give it a whirl. 
There a W¢ calling CQ — what 
have we got to lose except to 
provide some more QRM.” 

“W4.... from Wd¢__, thanks 
old man for the call — read you 
an S-9 out here with good mod- 
ulation.” 

“Doggone! This is more fun 
than zeroing in on someone with 
a kilowatt on SSB. Let’s see 
what we can do now. Those fila- 
ment leads look awfully small. 
Replace them, add some more 
grounds — Let’s change this 
thing to a Pi network and see 
what we can do.” 

“Well — here it is Thursday 
and they are calling the roll for 
club members. Let’s go with the 
peanut whistle! We made it!” 


“Let’s see, what can we do 
now. Add a VFO — put a linear 
on — need a relay power supply! 
Whew — it’s good to sit down 
and rest after putting on two 
gallons of paint! Get ready! — 
Ready for what? To go dancing! 
When did I say that? I agreed 
to it while I was on the roof 


OCALA HAMFEST NEXT 


As most everyone knows by 
now the Ocala Hamfest sponsored 
by the Silver Springs Radio Club 
Inc. will be held Sunday, June 
Ist, 1958 at the Skyline Restau- 
rant, Silver Springs. Silver 
Springs is 5 miles east of Ocala. 

About half the fellows will 
arrive Saturday, May 31st. Am- 
ple, convenient, and reasonable 
motel accomodations are waiting. 


Mr. James P. Born, W4ZD/BEZ 
Southeastern Director for ARRL 
of Atlanta will be present for 
a whole week. He plans meetings 
with all Southeastern SCM’s, 
SEC’s, EC’s and Civil Defense 
officials. 

We are keeping our fingers 
crossed that schedules will per- 
mit a nationally known TV show 
from New York to be our guests. 


Committee rooms, completely 
air conditioned of course, are 
available for any net or group 
desiring to hold meetings. Please 
let us know early. 

Our door prize list is not com- 
plete yet. We have beams, rotors, 
VFOs, various tubes, tuning con- 
trols, several hundred dollars in 
credit slips and more coming 
every day. 


painting? Guess I must have 
been thinking about improve- 
ments on the AT-1!” 

“Well — so long fellows — I 
got to get my dancing shoes on! 
See you later, alligator.” 

Static Attic 


Florida Skip Page 13 


MOVING? 


To insure delivery of your copy 
of FLORIDA SKIP (and to save 
us postage) won’t you please ad- 
vise us when you move? We 
must have your new address as 
well as your old address. Thank 
you. 


It takes a lot of time to get 
experience, and once you have 
it you ought to go on using it. 
Mostly on the “FN” (Florida 
Net) 38675 ke Monday thru Fri- 
day at 7 p.m. 


Those desiring to bring their 
own lunch, we have available a 
100-acre park at Silver Springs. 


Open house at various club 
amateurs homes for Saturday af- 
ternoon. Meet the guys you have 
been talking to. 


We are expecting more than 
700 amateurs and their families. 
The food will be served by Silver 
Springs Restaurant (air condi- 
tioned) and we can sit 587 at 
one time. We have been promised 
that the food will be even better 
than last year (and it was good 
then). 


Price of admission, Sunday 
lunch, chances on door prizes will 
be $1.50 and $2.00 in advance. 
$2 and $2.50 at the door. Write 
for your tickets to SILVER 
SPRINGS RADIO CLUB, Box 
150, Ocala, today. 


HELP WANTED — Radio Transmitter & Studio Engineer. 


First Class Radio Telephone License, 
Prefer amateur licensed operator. 


for 40 hour, 5 day week 
Contact W4PC, Neil Spencer, 


Chief Engineer, Radio Station WTSP, P.O. Box 11380, St. Peters- 


burg, Florida. 


WELCOME — 


TO ALL HAMS 
DROP 


IN SOUTH FLORIDA 


IN AND PAY US A VISIT 


WE ARE FACTORY AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS FOR RAYTHEON * NATIONAL * MILLEN 
PREMAX * E. F. JOHNSON * EIMAC * CORNELL-DUBILIER * CLEGG * SYLVANIA 


COME IN AND LOOK AROUND 


AMPHENOL and many others. 


IF YOU DON’T SEE IT — ASK FOR IT - - - 


We Have Direct Airex Connections With The New 


York Market Through Our 


Associate Firm ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT, Inc., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


REMEMBER — You are as near to IT as your nearest telephone 


PHONE NE 5-0421 


ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT CO. 


MIAMI 42, FLORIDA 


2701 N.W. 42nd Avenue 
“LeJeune Road Near The Airport” 


Florida Skip Page 14 


HERE ’N THERE 


K4ELT, Dave from Sanford, 
our SSB editor, moved to Lake- 
land. He is leaving US Navy and 
getting electronics job there. 
W4CLJ is trying to get on SSB. 
SKIP received a card from W4- 
BTM, Dick Jones who was on 
vacation in Jamaica, B.W.I. Dick 
is with RCA down range and 
will be back in the Miami area 
this summer. 


From Joe Nelson, K6SXY, Ed- 
itor HAM TRADER, Box 1095, 
Gardena, Calif. “Thanks a million 
for your wonderful paper. I just 
read it from cover to cover and 
I think it is just terrific. I would 
sure like to get an ad from L. Q. 
Slopot for my little sheet. Once 
again thanks for your fine co- 
operation.” (Joe: Good luck with 
“Ham Trader.”) 

“Thanks for your kind words 
and the copy of Florida Skip. 
That’s a real fine paper!” J. J. 
Zuzula, K2GWN, Net Mer. Morn- 
ing Watch, Box 430, Sackets Har- 
bor, N. J. (Jack: The Florida 
gang wishes you luck on new job. 
AC) 

K4IFZ, Lamar of Leesburg has 
headed back to Virginia early 
this year. W8DJ/4, Ed of Tampa 
will be back home in Michigan 
by the time this reaches print. 
Hope you enjoy your Skip, Ed. 
Andy Clarke, W4IYT and his 
wife Betty, W4GGQ, stopped off 
in Bradenton to see W4TAS. 
(Hank we surely did enjoy visit 
and wonderful dinner. AC) 


We are with you and do our 
best to whip up enthusiasm for 
Florida Skip. Mention is made 
at each meeting. Mike Wyzga, 
Fort Myers. (Youse is a good boy 
Mike.) I’ve been meaning to do 
this for some time but just never 
seem to get around to it. Good 
luck with Skip. Victor L. Craw- 
ford, W1TYQ, Danbury, Conn... 
I’m waiting for my Technician 
ticket. Stephen Rosen, KN4RAU, 
Miami Beach ... Keep up the 
good work fellows and I enjoy 
every word of every issue. Jim 
Nicholson, W4BU, Sarasota. 


Is C. W. Wirtanen, W4ZY, a 
PHONE man? “Sure enjoy re- 
ceiving Florida Skip. I don’t see 
how you get so much help and 
cooperation in putting out such 
a newsy ham newspaper.” Earl 
Johnstan, W@ICV, SCM, Kans. 
Finally thought about sending in 
my buck. Bram, W4IWM, Tampa. 
W4PSP of Mount Dora moved to 
home QTH of Broadhead, Wisc. 
Look for Walt using home call 
W9DDC. 

More power to Florida Skip. 
We need a local paper. KN4UGC. 


24 YEARS AGO 

Yes, that’s a long time ago. 
It is to me anyway, but to many 
of the old timers around Florida 
it’s not too long to have forgot- 
ten the fine publication “HAR- 
MONICS” edited and published 
by W4CXB of Miami. 

“Harmonics” started off by be- 
ing a local 160 meter gang paper 
back in 1933 and 1934. It grew 
into a state paper then started 
to leave the state. At this point 
it disappeared. 

Our thanks to Russ Patterson, 
W4CPG for the back issues. We 
would like to quot spots of “Har- 
monics” as published Sunday, 
November 11, 1934. “Rumor has 
it that MARC (Miami Amateur 
Radio Club) is winding coils for 
the club transmitter with the 
full intention of putting it on 
160 phone ... AKI has really 
been trying to get out of the 
state this week. His QSO with 
Atlanta, Ga. has been his best 
DX so far ... DER informs us 
that he has lengthened his sky- 
wire. Quite an improvement is 
noted ... 

“Another femme at CPG’s sta- 
tion was CQing last Sunday nite 
at 2247 EST. It must be a fact 
that CPG is getting to be a whizz 
with the YL’s up in New Port 
Richey. Better watch out girls, 
or you will be cooking some of 
that corn, potatoes, gravy you 
were speaking of and it will be 
all for CPG himself. We under- 
stand he is a legible bachelor 
and misses no good opportunities 
.. . Last’ minute FLASH .. 
W4BCZ, SCM E. Fla. ARRL re- 
quests local gang report to him 
the 15th of each month at 212 
9th St.) Nowe sts bete... : 

“We have a new ham in our 
midst. He is W4BUI of West 
Palm Beach. He is located up on 
48th Street close to AHY, MD 
and AZJ...AKI contacted ANH 
at St. Pete Wednesday nite. With 
a pair of 203A’s in the final you 
should be getting out of the 4th 
district, OM .. 

And so it goes. If anyone is in- 
terested wewill be glad to re- 
print more of old ham days in 
the early ’30’s. What say fel- 
lows? Drop us a card. — AC. 


LETTERS TO EDITOR 
Editor: 

I’m a new ham here in Florida 
and want to tell you I sure en- 
joy FLORIDA SKIP. Keep up 
the good work. I’ve been talking 
out of both sides of my mouth 
long enough so am going SSB 
and give one side a much needed 
rest. 73, Jim King, W4JJP, Box 
1042, Jupiter. (Ed Note. Thanks 
Jim and good luck with your ad 
in SWABUSEL.) 


MARS NEWS 
By E. L. Kletz, A4FBC 


This is my first column in 
Florida Skip and we hope all 
Florida MARS members will as- 
sist me by sending in news. 

As you know by now, Lt. Col. 
R. K. Jones was assigned MARS 
Director of the Third Army. Col. 
Jones succeeds Maj. G. D. Fur- 
long who has retired. Welcome 
Col. Jones and best of luck Maj. 
Furlong. 

A4KJ is in Jacksonville at the 
Naval Hospital. We all wish Har- 
old a speedy return to the MARS 
net. 

A4CMC of Tampa made the 
local newspapers in regards to 
his fine work in tracking the 
U.S. satelites. 

Two membership renewals this 
month; A4WAS of Miami and 
A4MTO of Jacksonville. Do we 
have any others? 

A4BI District director Florida 
Number 2 and A40VO of Number 
1 attended a Director’s meeting 
at Headquarters. 

All members are asked to moni- 
tor 4885ke and report to your 
D.D.’s as to its use as a net fre- 
quency. 

Well, thats about it for this 
month. Not much news, but hope 
to do better next month. Send all 
remarks and news to: 415 North 
Ring Ave., Tarpon Springs, Fla. 


OKEECHOBEE, FLA. 
Gentlemens, 


Jest to let U no thet little 
hole thet heffer tore in my britch- 
es has done bin all sowed up, 
thanks to a bunch of fellers what 
reed Fla. Skip and come by the 
lower 40 and fixed me up. Thet 
feller L. Q. Slopot, (the fellers 
called him Love Queen fer short) 
shore is a whiz with thet string 
and needle he brung. Hit shore 
is strong stuf too cuz I used 
a peace to hang a speshul gallon 
down the well. Hits kind of cop- 
per luking string and ewe can 
see whar he sowed when I bend 
over, but I shore am much 
oblijed to ole L. Q. 

One thing I hain’t be able to 
figger out. We rode off the range 
last weak and cum acrost a place 
what had a hole bunch of tely 
fone poles scattered around wat 
must of bin at least 20 acres and 
all of em connected by wires 
strung everywhar. We saw a sign 
what sez “TROPICAL” but sheks 
we wasn’t thirsty, but what got 
me was evry time my hoss jobbed 
by close to one of them tely fone 
poles he wud gee then haw so 
fast I cud hardly keep thet bit 
in his mouth. 

Hit was hard to do anihow 
cuz evry time I came down the 


TWO METER NEWS 
By Lois A. Spencer, W4ZXK 


Good news came in from Jack- 
sonville this month from W4R- 
MU. The results of the tests by 
Allen are proving very satisfact- 
ory and successful. On March 30, 
about 21:56 he received a long 
distance call from W4KKU, Ed, 
in Miami , informing him that 
he heard his transmission. Since 
then they have had many contacte 
and about 50% of one of Ed’s 
phone transmissions was received 
by Allen. On the same evening of 
April 14th, W4FLH, Ed, in Mi- 
ami got through ta Jacksonville 
but Ed had difficulty copying 
Allen because of local line noise. 
Now that the ice has been broken 
perhaps many QSOs can take 
place all over the state. 

K4RYR, Dick, in Orlando and 
K4HOI, Walt near Cocoa have 
worked the Jacksonville station. 
These contacts made between 
cities are more than just ex- 
changing calls and signal reports 
since much information such as 
calls and frequencies of other 
two meter stations are passed 
along. Good luck to you fellows 
and your efforts are being re- 
warded. 

Ft. Lauderdale News: 

K4UJZ, Russ in Ft. Lauderdale 
is doing a fine job on two meters 
having contacts nightly with W4- 
ZXL, Bill in Miami Springs. 

Other Miami stations including 
W4KKU, W4FLH, and W4RWR 
have had contacts with Russ. Two 
more new stations will be on in 
Jacksonville son. 

Homestead and Key West News: 

Pete, W4EFH, in Homestead, 
has been working K4UJZ, in Ft. 
Lauderdale and Charlie, W4PWU, 
in Key West was heard in Jack- 
sonville. Charlie is having a little 
rig trouble. Hope you get the 
kinks out soon Charlie. 

The stations that are sticking 
to vertical antennas had best get 
up a beam and work some of these 
other cities. If you’ve got an old 
broom stick and a few coat hang- 
ers around get to work and you 
got it made. In case you should 
wonder what to do with them, 
just ask me. 

So sorry I had to miss the 
Orlando hamfest. . . I will make 
the next one for sure. Sure ap- 
preciate the calls and cards bear- 
ing news, keep it coming and the 
column will grow. Mail to: 32 
Flagler Dr., Miami Springs. 

B C°N Usomee 


saddle my britches wud get red 
hot whar they patch was and it 
burnt in little jumps like .-- .- -..- 
Cud it be ole L. Q. put a cuss on 
me? 

37's 

Ezra Cowpoke Twistail 


SWAP BUY SELL 
NOTE: Florida Skip does not 
assume any responsibility for 
condition, price, etc. of any item 
listed in this column. 


This column is FREE to any Li- 
censed Radio Amateur. There is no 
limit to the number of items an 
individual may list. All listings are 
cancelled each month. If your list- 
ing is not moved, it will be neces- 
sary to relist the following month. 


CLASSIFIED and COMMERCIAL 
ADVERTISING RATES: 

To Licensed Amateurs; Buy, Swap, 
Sell (non-commercial) — Free. 

To Commercial Business; Classi- 
fied, undisplayed — 45c per line; 
Illustrative or General Display with 
border — $2.50 min., $40/page; 
Initial cost of cuts, additional. Cuts 
furnished, no charge, 

An Advertising inch is measured 
7/8” vertically on one column, i.e., 
4 Columns — 40 column inches to 
a page. Rate card by column inch 
supplied upon request. FLORIDA 
SKIP Ine., Advertising Department, 
P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, Fla. 


For Sale or Trade. Viking Mobile 
transmitter wired with tubes. Brand 
new, never used. Super Six Gonset 
converter with noise limiter. Brand 
new. Still in carton. Total cost new 
$192.00. Walt Phillips, W4YAQ, 718 
Hast 10th St., Ocala, Fla. 


For Sale. Oscilloscope Model OM-2. 
$40. Hallicrafters SX-99 $95. DX-35 
transmitter $45. All above in like 
new condition. Dave Flanders, K4- 
QXB, 3411 N.W. ist Ave., Miami. 
FR 9-4443. 


WANTED — More commercial ad- 
vertising. 

REASON: Increased dividends to ex- 
pand publication. 

RESULT: More attractive publica- 
tion. More new subscribers. Greater 
value to your advertising dollar due 
to increased circulation. Help us 
grow so we can help you grow. Con- 
tact W4JO for advertising rate 
schedule. FLORIDA SKIP Inc., P.O. 
Box 501, Miami Springs, Fla. 


SWAP. Have loads of radio gear 
and photo gear will swap off. Write 
for complete list. Morris Feigenbaum, 
W1iKGF, 21 Booth Bay St. Hart- 
ford 12, Conn. 


For Sale. Cornell-Dubilier capacitor 
Analyzer with instructions. $6.00. Op- 
erated on 110 VAC. NC-200 with 
speaker. $80.00 Andy Clark, W4IYT, 
41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, Fla. 
TU 8-3874. 


For Sale: HRO 60 with speaker, 
4 coils. xtal calibrator. New, less 
than 100 hours use. Cost $600, sale 
$400. Eduardo F. Pena M.D., W4- 
DVW, 5138 DuPont Bldg., Miami. 
Phone FR 1-1629 weekdays 10 to 5. 


For Sale: Viking II with push to 
talk and VFO. Excellent condition. 
$225. Jerry Freeman, 9320 SW 44th 


St., Miami, Phone CA 1-0564, 
For Sale: HRO-50-T, no _ speaker. 
Coils 10, 20, 40 and 80. In good 


condition with Selectojet. $225. W4- 
LOO, Route 1, Box 830, Port Orange, 
Fla. 


For Sale or Swap: AF-67, PMR-7, 
PSR-612, 6 or 12 volt power supply, 
PE-103A dynamotor, whip, mount, 
mike, antenna relay, all cables and 
connectors. $300. Or will swap for 
fixed station gear. Boots Gorman, 


K4KRB, 199 Pincecres Dr., Miami 
Springs, YU 17-6584. 

QSL SPECIAL — Free Sample. 
W4AYV Nat Stinnette, Box 155, 
Umatilla, Fla. 

For Sale. Telrex super Mini-beam 


for 20 meters. $25.00 Lois A. Spencer, 
32 Flagler Drive, Miami Springs. 


For Sale: RCA communication re- 
ceiver AR-77, xtal calibrator with 
preamplifier $125. NC-300 with xtal 
calibrator and matching speaker, 
like new. $300. RCA extended range 
12-inch PM speaker, floor model, 
black walnut case. $20. Command 
VFO-xmtr 3 to 4 me, meter switch- 
ing with remote control relay, $10. 
Heath “Q” multiplier, wired, like 
new. $7. Paul Couthworth, W4SGY, 
739 Lakehurst St., Lakeland. 


Wanted: 20A with VFO for 80, 40, 
20 and 15 meters. Will pay cash 
or trade my Hlmac AF-67, PE103, 
and PMR-6 with power supply. J. 
King, W4JPP, Box 1042, Jupiter, Fla. 


Will Swap: BC-1016 inked tape re- 
corder for two or three inch tele- 
slope or what have you. Doug John- 
son, W2MGU/4, 113845 S.W. 62nd 
Ave., Miami. Phone MO _ 5-6991. 


For Sale: DX-35, VFO, J-30C, S-76, 
15 meter 2 element diaple, coax and 
mast. Complete station for Novice 
or second station. Carl Binion, K4- 
OQW, 1027 Nightingale Ave., Miami 
Springs. 


WANTED: Addresses of all Organ- 
ized and Active Radio Clubs in the 
State of Florida which are not on 
our mailing list. Have your club 
secretary drop us a ecard, giving 
pertinent details, so that we can en- 
ter your club address to our mailing 
list HwOREDA SKIP, P.OF Box 501% 
Miami Springs, Fla. 


For Sale: HRO-50R-1 with A, B, 
AB, Gy G, Hy, and J coils. $250) Like 
new. Also MHallicrafters sx-24 and 
$22R excellent condition. Navy LM 
freq. meter with Modulation. Might 
be traded out of brand new B & W 
Model #850 Kilowatt Pi Net Tank. 
All equipment for Sale or Trade. 
Morton Broad, W4KTN, 5617 - ist 
Ave., North, St. Petersburg. 


Wanted: Filament transformer for 
304-TL. 10.5 volts at 15 amps. Ro- 
bert Cain, W4BQW, 1201 Wren Ave., 
Miami Springs. 


For Sale: Johnson Viking Adven- 
turer with make, stand, modulator 
and crystals. $65. Harvey Wells T-90 
transmitter with power supply $150. 
SX99 Receiver with speaker $135. 
BC522 — 2 meter transmitter/re- 
ceiver. Complete with antenna, ca- 
bles, mike on CAP frequencies. $99. 
Jim Campbell, KN4RNR, 24 Pal- 
metto Dr., Ormond Beach, Fla. 
Phone OR 17-2877, 


For Sale: Johnson Viking Kilowat 
with desk, and low pass filter $1100. 
Collins 32V2 with power reducer 
$300. HRO-50-T with AA - AC (15 
meter) B, C and D coils with speak- 
er. $225. Take all for only $1,485. 
Have no time to operate. W. E. 
Ethier, W4HKJ, 990 S.W. 63rd Ave., 
Miami. Phone day HI 4-5431 and 
evenings MO 11-0105. 


RADIO AMATHURS: We have the 
famous TAPEDCODE courses for 
the NOVICE and GENERAL. Novice 
$6.50, Advanced $5.50, or $11 when 
both are ordered together. Smith 
HMectronics, P.O. Box 907, Dept. 5, 
Carlsbad, N. M. 


WANTED, Wanted, Wanted, More 
Tattle-Tales who will say they saw 
ithin  MUORT DAS SKIP: 


KEEP A RECORD of your Ham 
visitors. Ham Guest Register books 
$2 postpaid. W4PJIU, Box -1258, 
Clewiston, Fla. 


FOR SALE: Gonset Communicator 
II Model 3025 for two-meters. Also 
six-element two-meter beam. Both 
are practically new and in perfect 
condition. Both for $150. L. C. Mec- 
Call, W4GCD, P. O. Box 485, Palatka. 


Antenna wanted. Would like to buy 
tri-band beam or 4-element 10 me- 
ter beam. Also used rotator and 
40 foot tower. Dr. Louis Persons, 
W4PJG, Box 1807, Fort Myers. 


Editor, Florida Skip: 

Have been trying to get a few 
lines off to you for quite some 
time but have been so darn busy 
here on the ship that I have been 
lucky to even get enough sleep 
much less write to anyone. As 
you see I am now in Recife, Bra- 
zil, and have been transferred to 
another ship. 

I have received the SKIPs you 
sent and I want you to know that 
I sure appreciate them. It gives 
me a lot of pleasure to get them 
and find out what the other guys 
are doing around the state. My 
congrats to you for taking the 
bull by the horns. As soon as I 
can, [ll send a snap taken of 
me and the rig I use on the ship. 
I now have it wound up to 5 
gallons on c.w. and about 3.5 
gallons on phone. 

Expect to come home in July 
or August and also plan on go- 
ing to Miami to take my second 
commercial exam and will look 
you up for a highball QSO. 

Well, it’s almost time for my 
1800 sked so I’ll have to QRT 
for now but I do want to thank 
you for the papers and I hope 
that they keep coming. 73 for 
now and I[’ll see you this summer. 
Regards to all the gang. Charles 
Goetter, W4BMY, Recife, Brazil. 
(Thanks, Charlie, and will keep 
’7em coming, never fear. AC) 


For Sale or Swap: Elmac PSR 6v 
power supply $16.00; 4 — 400A $27.50 
each; 4 — 125A $15.00 each; 4 — 
150A $9.00 each; 6146 $3.50 each; 
5 volt fill xformer 30 amps. $6.50; 
KW low pass filter (Bud) $8.75 
110 volt co axe relay $5.00; 6 volt 
DC con ave enelay “$3:50> .32) el 2 
meter ant. Needs new hardware 
$10.00; 2 el 20 meter full size $15.00 
(pick up deal on ants. only). 

Sell or swap above items, need 
Panadaptor CDR rotator or what 
have you. 

J. L. Bodycote, K4QPR, 2214 - 59th 
St... Sarasota, Ela. 


FOF SALE: PE-103 Dynamotor, 
Gothard Dynamotor with 6v input, 
Leece-Neville 6v. Alternator (Com- 
plete system with mounting brack- 
ets for Ford V-8), CDR TR-2 an- 
tenna rotator, W5BZO all-band Mo- 
bile antenna, various Carbon mikes, 
Bud table-top cabinet, with panel 
space 19 inches wide by 14 inches 
high, Bud floor cabinet, panel space 
19 inches wide by 385 inches high. 
Heath 8 inch Oscilloscope, Heath 
Lab. , power supply, B & W5100-B 
B&W 51SB-B, Collins 75A-4 re- 
ceiver. Most of the above in use 
and can be domonstrated. Hud - 
W4UBL, 12420 SW 62nd Ave., Miami. 
Phone MOhawk 1-1234. 


For Sale: Hallicrafter receiver S-76 
double conversion with spkr. $70.00. 
Vikink I with new Heath kit VFO. 
$125. Elmac PMR-12 receiver with 
power supply and speaker. $50. or 
will trade. Russ Olmted, K4UJZ, 
1548 NW 15th, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
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possession in 1959 and so on. 
FLORIDA SKIP will have it 
engraved each year to the win- 
Ningwwsclub,: S177 ec... EY ROLEN 
ORANGE RADIO CLUB — 
K4WOW — 1958”. There is space 
for about 5 engravings at which 
time the Club with the most en- 
gravings will keep the trophy 
forever. If the idea goes over as 
good as we hope it will, and if 
SKIP is still in business, we’ll 
buy another trophy and start all 
over again at that time. 

It’s not too soon to start plan- 
ning for your FD. Some club 
start planning for next year’s 
Field Day while they are taking 
down the tent for this year’s. If 
you never participated in a Field 
Day, you’ve missed a great deal 
of fun! There is just nothing like 
it! Don’t get me wrong, its not 
ALL fun. There is a lot of work 
to be done. This is one Club 
project where everyone has a 
job, from putting up antennas to 
washing dishes. 

Then there is the guy in charge 
of the food, generator, gas and 
oil, antennas, antenna masts, 
tent, ropes, tables, chairs, trans- 
portation to FD site, receivers, 
transmitters, mikes, keys, logs, 
extension cords, tool kits, beer, 
all night coffee, mosquito repel- 
lant, first aid kit, midnight 
snacks, flashlights, alarm clocks, 
and many other little things. Yes, 
there is work and fun for every- 
one. 

If you any reason you are un- 
able to participate in FD with 
a Club, get in from your home 
station and give the boys and 
girls a contact. CQ FD CQ FD. 


OUR DX CENTURY CLUB 
PHONE HONOR ROLL 


W4ANE - Apalahicola 179 
W4CWY - Ft. Lauderdale 131 


W4BWP - Miami 131 
W4EEO - Sanford 128 
W4JCK - Jacksonville 121 
W4HKJ - Miami 115 
W4EYH - Montverde 104 
W4DSC - Jacksonville 100 
W4NQN - Opa Locka 100 


BRITTON 2-WAY RADIO SYSTEMS 
COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANTS 


Manufacturers Representatives for General Electric Company 


P. O. Box 150 


We 451 VR 


Ocala, Florida 


Florida Skip Page 16 


NOTES FROM THE NAVAI- 
RAMRDO CLUB, W4NEK, JAX 


By C. W. Walters, W4HMO 


The spring elections were held 
the 10th of April and the fol- 
lowing members were elected to 
office: Pres. Walt, W4HMO; V. 
Pres. Jack, W1ZZE/4; Sec:-Trea., 
Carl, K4MMX; Activities Mer., 
Dave, W4WHK. The club is work- 
ing up a program for the forth- 
coming field day, seems like a 
few desire to operate shallow 
water style. 

The beam raising was a great 
success, 10 meters has been tak- 
ing a beating ever since the large 
size parrot roost was erected 
atop the 70 foot pole. The club 
room continues to be a favorite 
noon-time meeting place for the 
brown-bagging hams. (A_ brown- 
bagger is a navy man who brings 
his lunch in a paper bag) 

W4NFC, Crider is holding bi- 
monthly schedules with KC4USV, 
McMurdo Sound, for phone patch 
outlets in the NE Florida-SE 
Georgia areas. KC4USV has 120 
patches per two week period to 
run. 

K4MMX, Carl is still keeping 
the antennae farm growing, this 
time he has ‘planted’ a ten me- 
ter beam, hoping that it soon 
grows to great heights. 

W4WHK, Dave still lending a 
helping hand to the ever growing 
interesting hobby of Hamdom, 
this time getting a novice on the 
air. Dave’s interest is DX CD 
parties, and modis operandi be- 
ing a gain of 25 db on CW. 

W4JMU, Wayne having lots of 
fun with the new HT32/75A rig. 
Wayne still surveying the area 
to see where he will hang the 
TA33. 

K4TWT, Stan is getting ready 
for /VO2 operation soon, he will 
be running a half gallon SSB sig 
down Jax way, expects to be 
there for five months. 

K4EYY, Marty has left the 
Jax area for civilian life in Wash- 
ington, D.C. Marty was an ad- 
vocate of SSB, having run a 
4-1000A to the limit while in 
this area. 

W1ZZE/4, Jack attended the 
recent SSB conference in New 
Yor kand is going to the Dayton 
convention the weekend of the 
19th and 20th. Jack runs a 
KWS/75A rig to a TA-33 atop 
a 45 foot mast. 

K4SCL, Woody enjoys that new 
KWS/75A_ set-up whenever his 
many trips afar let him be home. 

W4RVW, Woody has a stacked 
10/20 rotary atop a 50 foot 
tower. Woody enjoys the local 


DX-ing IN FLORIDA 
By Joseph Rosko, K4CTU 


The OVARA gang was in Flor- 
ida the latter part of March, but 
due to the time element they 
weren’t able to do much visiting. 
If any fellows missed that group 
don’t worry. I hope to have news 
on a Florida group going to 
Nevassa soon and news on an 
expedition to HK@. 

Scanning the bands: 

10 meters: Ten seems to be 
going dry but W4BJ, K4CTU, 
W4LVV, K4DRO sent in K2- 
PMN/KL7, XE1XE, ZD7SA, 3A- 
2CF, CR4AP, CX8AA, OE6HV, 
VQ4FK, and KC4USB/. 

15 meters: K4DRO, K4CTU, 
W4LVV, W4HKJ and W4PBH 
hooked: CR4AU, PZ1AG, ZE6JX, 
JAIVX, CT8AB, F9IQV/FC, CR6- 
DA, ZD8G, OQ5GU, KX6AF, 
SV@WP, UOS5AA, HA8WS, 4X4- 


_IL, FQ8AP, W3PZW/KB6, ZC4- 


BL, ZD1SS, KM6BK, JT1YL and 
KP6AL. 


20 meters was the old stand by 
with W4BJ, W4LVV, K4CTU, 
K4DRO, W4HKJ and W4IEH 
participating. A few varities in- 
clude HK@AI, CT2BO, ZB2Z, 
4S7DT, FL8AC, FQ8AJ, UI8SKAA 
VU2SX, UA¢KCO, ZS8R, YJ1DL, 
VS9AP, JTIAA, JZ¢HH, KC4AF, 
VS1FZ, SV@WN/Crete, and OD5- 
AU. 

Here are some new QTH’s: 

FL8AC, Guy Bar 121, Djibouti, 
FQ8AJ, Bilbert Box 80, Bangui, 
PYTBBC, P.O. Box 22, Sao Paulo, 
SP8CP, Mixe Box 336, Lublin, 
ZD3B to W2ZGB. VS9AP Geoff, 
RAF Station, Khormaksar. 


How about taking out a few 
minutes and sending me a card 
with your DX scores and notes. 
We can’t print it if you don’t 
send it in. Send all cards to 135 
NW 185 st., Miami, Fla. 73 and 
DX. Joe, K4CTU. 


Complaint Dept: List all Florida 
Skip complaints on the back of 
a $5 bill and send to Box 501, 
Miami Springs. 


rag-chews with the gang on 29.4 
megs. 

W4HMO, Walt has just fin- 
ished the pine panelled Florida 
room for his ‘Shack’. The rig 
will be on 10 and 40. The new 6 
element 10 meter beam has been 
working well also. Walt is re- 
novating and will soon have the 
console in good order. 

W4HMO, W1ZZE, K4MMX and 
KNIBJK enjoyed there sojorn to 
the Orlando Hamfest. Wonder 
who held reville early Sunday 
morning. 

All for now, CU AGN next 
month. 


Electronics Swap Shop 


The South’s Largest Dealer in Used Ham Gear 


RECEIVING EQUIPMENT 
National \NG-300,° like "news =. 2 eee 
National NC-173, like new, with spkr. === 149.00 
National). NC-98" Avu 4. Sa be ee ee eee 119.00 


Hammarlund HQ-140X, like new __... SS 189.50 
Hallicrafters SX-96 & Calibrator, like new 169.00 
Hallicrafters SX-99, like new SS 119.00 
Hallicrafters S-85, like new __....__EEEe FSS 99.00 
Hallicrafters..S-16) .2...5 0 2 ee eee 99.00 
Hallicrafters  S-40A —... » a eee 65.00 
Hallicrafters) S-81, like, new. ..... = 2.22. ee 42.50 
National. "HRO-Sr) 2) eee 69.00 
Zenith Trans-Oceanic, Model T-600, like new _..----—S>—- 65.00 
Millen» R-9er Pre-Selector —._-_-._- ee 9.95 
Elmac ‘PMR-7:AS 220 = =e 8 ee ee eee 129.00 
Gonset Super Six Converter _ 39.00 
Gonset Super Six Converter —..___.__ eee 32.50 
Gonset Tri-Band Converter 22.50 
Gonset 6-10-15 meters AC Converter 29.00 


RME 6 & 10 meters Converter 35.00 


TRANSMITTING EQUIPMENT 
Collins. 32V3._... =. Ss kes Eee 
Collins’ *32V1 (200 2. Ss eee 279.00 
Johnson Viking Valiant, like new _..-. 349.00 


Johnson’ Viking dys) uw Eee 199.00 
Johnson Viking VFO =... eee 29.00 
Heathkit DX-100, very clean _.. 169.00 
WRL Globe Scout, Model 65 _.... 64.00. 
WRL Globe Scout, Model 680, factory wired, new ____ 114.95 
WRL Globe Chief, Model 90 __.. 49.95 
Elmac “AP =670 2200s Ot eee eee 129.00 
Power Supply for AF-67: James 6-12V DC 34.50 
PP 812A RF Amplifier & 811As Modulator Xmtr. _. 60.00 
T-23 ARG/5 two meters Xmtr. ___-__. ae 14.95 


Sonar 10° Meter, MB-611 _.. 3. Sw eee eee 9.95 
One pair Walkie-Talkies (need xtals) __ 


Receivers and Transmitters carry a 90-day warranty — 
TEST EQUIPMENT & MISC. 


Hickok Model 600A Mutual Cond. Tester, like new _. $129.00 
Simpson Genescope, Model 480, like new _..... 249.00 
Eico 7” Oscilloscope, Model 470 _.. 35.00 
Heathkit’ 5” Oscilloscope’ ____— __° <3: 532 Sees 30.00 
Precise Signal Generator, Model 630 _. sss StS 19.95 
Eico Capacitor Checker, Model 950A SS 12.50 
Mosley Vest Pocket 3 element 20 meter beam ____ 39.00 
4X-150A° Tubes, new _.*. |) ee eee 15.00 


Radio & TV Tubes O1A up — 40 to 75% off list price 
25% Required On All C. O. D. Orders 


We pay CASH for your gear or will take your gear in TRADE 


WANTED: All types transmitters, receivers, test equip- 
ment, etc. 


Russ Patterson - W4CPG 


1733% W. Hillsboro (U.S. 92) 
Tampa 3, Florida 
Bus: REdwood 6-0919 
Open Daily 8:30 to 5:30 
Wednesday 8:30 to 1:00 
Saturday 8:30 to 5:00 


Res: WEbster 4-8816 


Free Parking 
Front and Rear 


